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Pretrial Justice System  
Element 

Is the element maximized/fully implemented, 
partially implemented, or an existing gap? 

Law enforcement is empowered to issue 
citations in lieu of arrest (either presumptive 
or discretionary) 

 

Use of actuarial pretrial assessment tool  

Early review of charges by experienced 
prosecutor 

 

Presence of defense counsel at the earliest 
hearing that could result in pretrial 
detention 

 

Detention occurs through an adversarial 
hearing where the individual is provided full 
due process 

 

Court reminder protocols, community-based 
supports, and/or diversion for released 
individuals 
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Pretrial Justice Data  
or Knowledge Element 

Do you have full, partial  
or no knowledge of this element? 

We know our pretrial justice 3Ms (release 
rate, court appearance rate, public safety 
rate). 

 

We know our jail’s pretrial population, 
pretrial lengths of stay, and reason for 
detention (e.g., inability to pay money bond). 

 

We understand our legal framework (e.g., 
right to bail, detention eligibility, and release 
conditions provisions in constitution, statute, 
and court rules) 
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