AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE
FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO

As part of a multi-phase restructuring initiative, the Supreme Court of Ohio is proposing
amendments to the Rules of Superintendence. These changes aim to improve the organization,
clarity, and alignment of the rules with appropriate rule bodies and drafting standards. The first
phase involves repealing rules that are better suited for other bodies of Supreme Court rules and
these proposed amendments are now being published for public comment. The table below
describes the treatment of each rule being repealed. To view proposed amendments to the Rules of
Practice and Procedure, follow this link.

The second phase will address reorganization and renumbering, with an effective date of
July 1, 2026 for all proposed amendments.

The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments and questions until October 24,
2025, on the following proposed amendments to the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of
Ohio.

Comments on the proposed amendments should be submitted in writing to Keely
McWhorter, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215, or
RuleAmendments@sc.ohio.gov. Please include your full name and mailing address in any
comments submitted by email.

Key to Adopted Amendments:

1. Unaltered language appears in regular type. Example: text

2. Language that has been deleted appears in strikethrough. Example: text

3. New language that has been added appears in underline. Example: text


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/ruleamendments/documents/P&P%20RULES-%20PUBLIC%20COMMENT%20VERSION.pdf

Starting Line Old Rule or New Rule(s) or Topic Treatment
Number Appendix Appendix
Line 3 Sup.R. 5(A) Existing Rules: Local Rules Each set of Practice and Procedure Rules
App.R. 41 allows the court to adopt local rules.
Civ.R. 83
Crim.R. 57
Evid.R. 101
Juv.R. 45
Line 151 Sup.R. 6 N/A Attorney or Pro Hac Vice Substance of rule is present in Rules for the
Registration Number Government of the Bar.
Line 165 Sup.R. 6.01 N/A Appearance Pro Hac Vice Substance of rule is present in Rules for the
Government of the Bar.
Line 171 Sup.R. 7 Civ.R. 58(A)(1) Judgment Entries Moved language to Civil and Criminal Rules
Crim.R. 32(C) identified.
Line 191 Sup.R. 10 Civ.R. 65.1 Notifying Law Enforcement Moved language to Civil and Criminal Rules
Crim.R. 38 Agencies of Criminal or Civil identified.
Protection Orders
Line 248 Sup.R. 10.01 Civ.R. 65.2 Standard Civil Protection Order Moved language to Civil Rule identified.
Forms — Domestic Relations Division
Line 344 Sup.R. 10.02 Civ.R. 65.2 Standard Domestic Violence Moved language to Civil and Criminal Rules
Crim.R. 38 Criminal Temporary Protection Order | identified.
Forms
Line 390 Sup.R. 10.03 Civ.R. 65.2 Standard Criminal Protection Order Moved language to Civil and Criminal Rules
Crim.R. 38 Forms and Standard Civil Stalking or | identified.
Sexually Oriented Offense Protection
Order Forms
Line 445 Sup.R. 10.04 Crim.R. 11.1 Standard Notice Concerning Moved language to Criminal Rule identified.
Possession or Purchase of a Firearm
Line 461 Sup.R. 10.05 Civ.R. 65.2 Civil Protection Order Forms- Moved language to Civil Rule identified.

Juvenile Division




Starting Line Old Rule or New Rule(s) or Topic Treatment
Number Appendix Appendix
Line 506 Sup.R. 16 N/A Commission on Dispute Resolution Existing Superintendence rules will be
through 16.13 repealed and then reestablished in a new
standalone set of rules governing the Supreme
Court.
Line 808 Sup.R. 16.40 N/A Government Conflict Resolution Existing Superintendence rules will be
through 16.43 Services Program repealed and then reestablished in a new
standalone set of rules governing the Supreme
Court.
Line 869 Sup.R. 17 N/A Assignment of Judges—Municipal Delete the rule as it relates to requirements
and County Courts provided in R.C. 1901.121 and 1907.142.
Line 964 Sup.R. 18 N/A Municipal and County Court Repeal because it is redundant to Crim.R. 4.1.
Violations Bureaus
Line 992 Sup.R. 35 N/A Case Management Section Existing Superintendence rules will be
repealed and then reestablished in a new
standalone set of rules governing the Supreme
Court.
Line 1034 Sup.R. 36 N/A Designation of Trial Attorney Repeal because it is redundant to existing
local rule authority.
Lines 1040 Sup.R. 36.02 N/A Commission on Specialized Dockets | Existing Superintendence rules will be
through 36.15 repealed and then reestablished in a new
standalone set of rules governing the Supreme
Court.
Line 1373 Sup.R. 36.33 Civ.R. 53(C)4) Magistrate Authority Moved language to Civil and Criminal Rules
Crim.R. 19(C)(1)(1) identified.
Juv.R. 40
Line 1390 Sup.R. 41(A) Civ.R. 6(B) Continuances Moved language to Civil and Juvenile Rules
Juv.R. 18 identified. Modified some of the requirements.




Starting Line Old Rule or New Rule(s) or Topic Treatment
Number Appendix Appendix
Line 1507 Sup.R. 50 Civ.R. 73 through 73.9 | Probate Rules & Sup.R. 51 Probate Moved language to Civil Rules identified. The
through 65 Forms forms will be transferred to the Appendix of
Sup.R. 67 Forms.
through 79
Sup.R. 51
Probate Forms
Line 1960 Sup.R. 57 Civ.R. 73.8 Form of Filing and Judgment Entries | Moved language to Civil Rule identified.
Line 2022 Sup.R. 58 Civ.R. 73.9 Deposit for Court Costs Moved language to Civil Rule identified.
Line 2754 Sup.R. 95 Crim.R. 39 Notifying Law Enforcement Moved language to Criminal Rule identified.
Agencies of Mental Illness
Pgs. 65-214 Forms 10-A Appendix of Forms Various Forms These forms will be transferred to the

through 10-G
Form 10.01-A
through
Form 10.01-T
Form 10.02-A
Form 10.03-A
through
Form 10.03-H
Form 10.04-A
Form 10.05-A
through Form
10.05-E

Form 95

Appendix of Forms.
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RULE S.

RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO

Local Rules.

(A) Adeption-oflocalrules

B) Filing of local rules upon adoption

Upon adoption of a local rule of practice, a court or division of a court shall file the rule
with its clerk, the clerk of the Supreme Court, and, if the rule relates to the use of
information technology, the Supreme Court Commission on Technology and the Courts.

(©)(B) Annual filing of local rules

On or before the first day of February of each year, each court or division of a court shall
do one of the following:

(1) File with the clerk of the Supreme Court a complete copy of all local rules
of practice of the court or division in effect on the immediately preceding first day
of January;

(2) Certify to the clerk of the Supreme Court that there were no changes in the
immediately preceding calendar year to the local rules of practice of the court or
division.

D)(C) Case and jury management plans

In addition to local rules of practice adopted pursuant to division (A)(1) of this rule and
any other Rule of Superintendence, each court or division of a court, as applicable, shall
adopt the following by local rule:

(1) A case management plan for the purposes of ensuring the readiness of cases
for pretrial and trial, and maintaining and improving the timely disposition of cases.
In addition to any other provisions necessary to satisfy the purposes of division
(D)(1) of this rule, the plan shall include provisions for an early case management
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conference, referral to appropriate and available alternative dispute resolution
programs, establishment of a binding case management schedule, and a pretrial
conference in cases where the trial judge determines a conference is necessary and
appropriate. A municipal or county court may establish separate provisions or
exceptions from the plan for small claims, traffic, and other types of cases that the
court determines would not benefit from the case management plan.

(2) A jury management plan for purposes of ensuring the efficient and effective
use and management of jury resources. In addition to any other provisions
necessary to satisfy the purposes of this division, the plan shall address the
provisions of the Ohio Trial Court Jury Use and Management Standards adopted
by the Supreme Court on August 16, 1993, and procedures for conducting a trial by
jury, whether in whole or in part, remotely.

&)(D) Technology plan

In addition to local rules of practice adopted pursuant to division (A)(1) of this rule and
any other Rule of Superintendence, each court or division of a court, as applicable, shall
adopt the following by local rule:

(1) A technology plan for the purposes of ensuring the efficient and effective
use of technology in the delivery of services of the court or division. The plan shall
include a comprehensive strategy for implementing and maintaining technology
solutions for conducting remote hearings, electronic service, the acceptance of
electronic signatures, and any other technology-related solution utilized by the
court or division.

(2) Procedures for notifying and providing instructions to the public on how to
use the technology solutions implemented by the court or division and how the
solutions will comply with any accessibility accommodation requirements,
including any applicable requirements of the “Americans with Disabilities Act.”

(E) Reporting-to-law-enforcement-and-compliance plan

(1) In addition to local rules of practice adopted pursuant to division (A)(1) of
this rule and any other Rule of Superintendence, each court or division of a court,
as applicable, shall adopt by local rule a reporting-to-law-enforcement-and-
compliance plan for the purpose of ensuring complete, accurate, and timely
submission of information into the state’s computerized criminal history repository
at the Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Ohio Law Enforcement Automated
Data System, and other law enforcement databases. The plan shall be developed
with the clerk of the court or division and applicable justice system partners and do
all of the following:

(a) Establish procedures and timelines for obtaining and submitting
fingerprints and reporting information pursuant to the Revised Code and



Supreme Court rules, including R.C. 109.57(A)(2), 109.60(A), 2151.311,
2151.313, 2152.71(A)(2), 2923.14, 2929.44(B), 2945.402(E)(1), and
5122.311(A), Sup.R. 95(C), and Crim.R. 9(A);

(b)  Establish procedures and timelines for reporting information
regarding protection orders pursuant to the Revised Code and Supreme
Court rules, including R.C. 2151.34, 2903.213, 2903.214, 2919.26, and
3113.31, and Sup.R. 10(A);

(c) Establish procedures and timelines for reporting information to the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Ohio Department of Public Safety pursuant to
R.C. 4510.03, 4513.37, 5502.10, and Supreme Court rules.;

(d) Establish procedures to ensure completeness and accuracy of
records in accordance with the statutes and rules listed in divisions (F)(1)(a)
and (b) of this rule, 18 U.S.C. 922(g), and R.C. 2923.13 in the event of an
audit by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of Criminal
Investigation, or state or local auditors.;

(e) Establish procedures and timelines for reporting sealed or expunged
records into the state’s computerized criminal history repository at the
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Ohio Law Enforcement Automated
Data System, and other law enforcement databases pursuant to the Revised
Code, including R.C. Ch. 2151 and 2953, and R.C. 2930.171 and 3113.31.
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RULE 41. Conflict of Trial Court Assignment Dates, Continuances and Engaged
Counsel.

B) Conflict of Trial Date Assignments

(1) When a continuance is requested for the reasons that counsel is scheduled to appear
in another case assigned for trial on the same date in the same or another trial court of this state,
the case which was first set for trial shall have priority and shall be tried on the date assigned.
Criminal cases assigned for trial have priority over civil cases assigned for trial. The court should
not consider any motion for a continuance due to a conflict of trial assignment dates unless a copy
of the conflicting assignment is attached to the motion and the motion is filed not less than thirty
days prior to trial.

(2) Except as provided in division B33} (A)(3) of this rule, a continuance shall be
granted, upon request, under either of the following circumstances:
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(a) A party, counsel, or witness under subpoena is scheduled to appear on the same
date at a hearing before the Board of Professional Conduct of the Supreme Court as a member of
the Board, as a party, as counsel for a party, or as a witness under subpoena for the hearing;

(b) Counsel requesting the continuance will be unavailable to participate in the judicial
proceeding because counsel is a member of the General Assembly whose attendance is required at
a scheduled voting session or committee meeting of the General Assembly.

3) In considering a continuance requested pursuant to division (B}2}b)} (A)(2)(b) of
this rule, the court may require counsel to obtain the consent of the client and provide notice to all
other parties to the action. The court may deny the requested continuance if either or both of the
following apply:

(a) Counsel has been granted prior continuances in the same case based on attendance
at scheduled voting sessions or committee meetings of the General Assembly;

(b) The court determines that further delay in the proceeding would result in substantial
prejudice to a party.

(©)(B) Engaged counsel. If a designated trial attorney has such a number of cases
assigned for trial in courts of this state so as to cause undue delay in the disposition of such cases,
the administrative judge may summon such trial attorney who persistently requests continuances
and extensions to warn the attorney of the possibility of sanctions and to encourage the attorney to
make necessary adjustments in the management of his or her practice. Where such measures fail,
restrictions may properly be imposed by the administrative judge on the number of cases in which
the attorney may participate at any one time.

@)(C) Continuances; reporting. Trial continuances shall be reported on a monthly basis
to the administrative judge. Where a judge is persistently and unreasonably indulgent in granting
continuances or extensions, the administrative judge shall investigate the reasons for the excessive
continuances and take appropriate corrective action at the local level. If corrective action at the
local level is unsuccessful, the administrative judge shall report that fact to the Case Management
Section of the Supreme Court. If it comes to the attention of the Case Management Section that
the judge of a single-judge division is persistently and unreasonably indulgent in granting
continuances, it shall report the information to the Chief Justice, who shall take appropriate
corrective action.

Commentary (July 1, 1997)




Rule 41(B}(A) Conflict of trial assignment dates

Division {B)(A) sets priorities among all trial courts for resolution of conflicts when counsel is
assigned for trial in more than one court on the same date.

When a continuance is requested by reason of conflict, the case first set for trial is to be given
priority and tried on the date assigned. Priority is dependent on firm assignment for trial. Thus, a general
policy of early assignment to achieve priority would be inconsistent with the purpose of this rule. Within this
general system, criminal cases assigned for trial are to be accorded priority over civil cases.

Attached to the motion for a continuance should be a copy of the conflicting assignment, and the
motion should be filed not less than thirty days prior to the trial sought to be continued. These provisions
are not mandatory, and there may be situations where compliance with one or both is not possible.

Rule 41{C)(B) Engaged counsel
Division {€)(B) gives the administrative judge authority to restrict the number of cases that an
attorney may handle at one time if trial counsel has so many cases assigned for trial that undue delay is

caused in the disposition of those cases.

Rule 41{B)(C) Continuances; reporting

Division {B)(C) of this rule requires the administrative judge to take action if it appears that a judge
grants an inappropriate number of continuances. The administrative judge shall first take corrective action
at the local level. If that action is not successful, the administrative judge has the duty to refer the matter
to the Case Management Section. The Case Management Section also has the responsibility to refer any
matter to the Chief Justice for corrective action if it is brought to its attention that the judge of a single-judge
division or court appears to be granting an inappropriate number of continuances.
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