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Comments Requested: The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments until 

January 6, 2022, on the following proposed amendments to the Rules of Superintendence for the 
Courts of Ohio.  
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Key to Adopted Amendments:  

 
1.  Unaltered language appears in regular type.  Example: text  
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RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO 
 
 
RULE 16.14.  Definitions. 1 
 2 
As used in Sup.R. 16.14 through 16.43 16.66: 3 
  4 
(A)  Civil stalking protection order case 5 
 6 

“Civil stalking protection order case” means a proceeding under R.C. 2903.214. 7 
 8 
(B) Domestic abuse 9 
 10 

“Domestic abuse” means aggressive behaviors directed toward a current or former intimate 11 
partner that are physical, sexual, economic, spiritual, or coercively controlling.  “Domestic 12 
abuse” may occur as a single aggressive behavior or a combination of aggressive behaviors 13 
and may vary from family to family in terms of frequency, recency, severity, intention, 14 
circumstance, and consequence.   15 
 16 

(C)  Domestic violence 17 
 18 

“Domestic violence” has the same meaning as in R.C. 3113.31(A)(1). 19 
 20 
(D) Evaluator  21 
 22 
 “Evaluator” means an individual who conducts a neutral evaluation. 23 
 24 
(E) Facilitation  25 
 26 

“Facilitation” means a process in which a neutral party moderates discussions by ensuring 27 
the fluid and orderly exchange of information and ideas from all participants and that is 28 
primarily concerned with assisting individuals in refining their communication and 29 
organizational skills so that they may learn to work more efficiently with one another in a 30 
group setting. 31 
 32 

(C)(F)  Mediation 33 
 34 

“Mediation” means a process in which a neutral third party helps the parties communicate 35 
and negotiate with each other to help them reach a voluntary agreement regarding their 36 
dispute by helping the parties clarify their positions and interests, identifying underlying 37 
concerns, and creating practical solutions for resolving their dispute. 38 

 39 
(D)(G) Mediator 40 
 41 

"Mediator" means an individual who conducts a mediation. 42 
 43 



(E)(H) Neutral evaluation 44 
 45 

“Neutral evaluation” means a process in which the parties to a dispute present their claims 46 
or defenses and describe the principal evidence on which their claims or defenses are based 47 
to a neutral third party who then shares impressions about the strengths and weaknesses of 48 
each matter. 49 

 50 
(I)  Parenting coordination 51 
 52 

“Parenting coordination” means a child-focused dispute resolution process ordered by a 53 
court of common pleas or division of the court to assist parties in implementing a parental 54 
rights and responsibilities or companionship time order using assessment, education, case 55 
management, conflict management, coaching, or decision-making.  “Parenting 56 
coordination” is not mediation subject to R.C. Chapter 2710 or Sup.R. 16.20 through 16.25. 57 
 58 

(J) Parenting coordinator 59 
 60 

“Parenting coordinator” means an individual who conducts parenting coordination. 61 
 62 
 63 

RULES 16.44 through 16.59 are reserved for future use 64 
 65 
 66 
RULE 16.60.  Application. 67 
 68 
Sup.R. 16.60 through 16.66 shall apply to a court of common pleas or division of the court that 69 
elects to use parenting coordination and to a parenting coordinator conducting parenting 70 
coordination.   71 
 72 
 73 
RULE 16.61.   Local Parenting Coordination Rule. 74 
 75 
A court or division shall adopt a local rule governing parenting coordination.  The local rule shall 76 
do all of the following: 77 
 78 

(A)  Identify the case types eligible for parenting coordination and those that are 79 
precluded from parenting coordination, if any; 80 
 81 
(B)  Specify that, except as provided by law, communications made as part of parenting 82 
coordination shall not be confidential or privileged; 83 
 84 
(C)  Include procedures for the selection and referral of a case to parenting coordination 85 
at any point after an interim or final parental rights and responsibilities or companionship 86 
time order is filed; 87 
 88 



(D)  Prohibit the use of parenting coordination in domestic violence cases under R.C. 89 
2919.25, 2919.26, 2919.27, and 3113.31. Nothing in this division shall prohibit the use of 90 
parenting coordination in either of the following cases:  91 
 92 

(1) A subsequent divorce or custody case, even though the case may result in 93 
the termination of the provisions of a protection order under R.C. 3113.31;  94 
 95 
(2) A juvenile delinquency case.  96 

 97 
(E)  Establish procedures for and encourage appropriate referrals to legal counsel, 98 
counseling, parenting courses, and other support services for all parties, including victims 99 
and suspected victims of domestic abuse and domestic violence; 100 
 101 
(F)  Address other issues as the court or division considers necessary and appropriate. 102 
 103 

 104 
RULE 16.62.   Ordering of Parenting Coordination. 105 
 106 
(A)  Reasons to order parenting coordination 107 
 108 

A court or division may order parenting coordination when one or more of the following 109 
factors are present: 110 

 111 
(1)   The parties have disagreements about the implementation of a parental 112 
rights and responsibilities or companionship time order and need assistance; 113 
 114 
(2)   There is a history of parental conflict that has been unresolved by previous 115 
litigation or other interventions and from which a child of the parties is adversely 116 
affected; 117 
 118 
(3)   The parties have a child whose parenting time schedule requires frequent 119 
adjustments, specified in an order of the court or division, to maintain age-120 
appropriate contact with both parties, and the parties have been previously unable 121 
to reach agreements on their parenting time schedule without intervention by the 122 
court or division; 123 
 124 
(4)   The parties have a child with a medical or psychological condition or 125 
disability who requires frequent decisions regarding treatment or frequent 126 
adjustments in the parenting time schedule, specified in an order of the court or 127 
division, and the parties have been previously unable to reach agreements on their 128 
parenting time schedule without intervention by the court or division; 129 
 130 
(5)   One or both parties suffer from a medical or psychological condition or 131 
disability that results in an inability to reach agreements or to adjust their parenting 132 
time schedule without assistance, even when minor in nature; 133 
 134 



(6)   Any other factor as determined by the court or division. 135 
 136 

(B)  Reasons not to order parenting coordination 137 
 138 

A court or division of the court shall not order parenting coordination to determine any of 139 
the following: 140 

 141 
(1) Changes in the designation of the residential parent or legal custodian; 142 

 143 
(2) Changes in the school placement of a child, in the case of shared parenting; 144 
 145 
(3) Substantive changes in parenting time; 146 
 147 
(4) The modification of child support or the allocation of tax exemptions or 148 
benefits or the division of uncovered medical expenses. 149 

 150 
 151 
RULE 16.63.  Responsibilities of Parenting Coordinator. 152 
 153 
(A) General responsibilities 154 
 155 

In order to provide a fair parenting coordination process for the parties, a parenting 156 
coordinator shall comply with the “2019 Revised Guidelines for Parenting Coordination” 157 
developed by the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts Task Force on Parenting 158 
Coordination.  Wherever a conflict exists between the guidelines and Sup.R. 16.60 through 159 
16.66, the rules shall control. 160 
 161 

(B)  Conflicts of interest  162 
 163 

(1) A parenting coordinator shall avoid any actual or apparent conflicts of interest 164 
arising from any relationship activity, including but not limited to those of employment or 165 
business or from professional or personal contacts with parties or others involved in the 166 
case.  A parenting coordinator shall avoid self-dealing or associations from which the 167 
parenting coordinator may directly or indirectly benefit except from compensation for 168 
services as a parenting coordinator. 169 
 170 
(2) Upon becoming aware of any actual or apparent conflict of interest, a parenting 171 
coordinator shall notify the appointing court or division and the parties of the action taken 172 
to resolve the conflict and, if unable to do so, seek the direction of the court or division. 173 
 174 
(3) A parenting coordinator shall avoid serving in multiple roles with the same family, 175 
even with the consent of the parties. 176 

 177 
(C)  Legal advice 178 
 179 

A parenting coordinator shall not offer legal advice. 180 



 181 
(D)  Satisfaction of training requirements 182 
 183 

(1)  A parenting coordinator shall meet the qualifications and comply with all training 184 
requirements of Sup.R. 16.64 and local court rules governing parenting coordinators and 185 
parenting coordination adopted under Sup.R. 16.61. 186 
 187 
(2)  A parenting coordinator shall meet the qualifications for parenting coordinators for 188 
each court or division in which the parenting coordinator serves and promptly notify the 189 
court or division of any grounds for disqualification or any issues affecting the ability to 190 
serve. 191 
 192 
(3) Upon request, a parenting coordinator shall provide a court or division from which 193 
the parenting coordinator receives appointments documentation indicating compliance 194 
with all training and education requirements so that the court may meet the requirements 195 
of Sup.R.16.64(A)(4).  The documentation shall include information detailing the date, 196 
location, contents, credit hours, and sponsor of any relevant trainings. 197 
 198 

(E)  Compliance with appointment order 199 
 200 

A parenting coordinator shall comply with the requirements of and act in accordance with 201 
the appointment order issued by a court or division under Sup.R. 16.65(B). 202 

 203 
(F)  Competence or ability to perform  204 
 205 

A parenting coordinator shall decline or withdraw from an appointment or request 206 
appropriate assistance in either of the following situations: 207 
 208 

(1) The facts and circumstances of the case are beyond the skill or expertise of 209 
the parenting coordinator; 210 
 211 
(2) Personal circumstances, including but not limited to medical, mental health, 212 
or substance misuse or dependence, exist that compromise the ability of the 213 
parenting coordinator to perform his or her role. 214 

 215 
(G)  Ex parte communications  216 
 217 

A parenting coordinator shall have no ex parte communications with the appointing court 218 
or division regarding substantive matters or issues on the merits of the case. 219 

 220 
(H)  Recordkeeping of fees and costs 221 
 222 

A parenting coordinator shall maintain records necessary to document charges for services 223 
and expenses.  A parenting coordinator shall issue invoices for services and expenses to 224 
the parties no less than once per month.   225 
 226 



 227 
RULE 16.64.  Parenting Coordinator Education and Training. 228 
 229 
(A)  General 230 
 231 

(1) Prior to accepting appointment of a court or division to serve as a parenting 232 
coordinator, an individual shall meet all of the following qualifications: 233 
 234 

(a)   Be an independently licensed mental health professional, be licensed to 235 
practice law in Ohio, or otherwise have education and experience satisfactory to the 236 
appointing court or division; 237 
 238 
(b)  Possess extensive practical and professional experience with situations 239 
involving children.  This experience may include counseling, casework, or legal 240 
representation in complex family law matters; serving as a guardian ad litem or 241 
mediator; or other equivalent experience satisfactory to the court or division. 242 
 243 
(c)   Complete “Fundamentals of Mediation Training” approved by the Supreme 244 
Court Dispute Resolution Section in accordance with standards established by the 245 
Commission on Dispute Resolution under Sup.R. 16.23(A)(1) or qualify for an 246 
exception as provided in Sup.R. 16.23(A)(2); 247 
 248 
(d)  Complete “Specialized Family or Divorce Mediation Training” approved 249 
by the Supreme Court Dispute Resolution Section in accordance with standards 250 
established by the Commission on Dispute Resolution under Sup.R. 16.23(B)(1)(c); 251 
 252 
(e) Complete “Specialized Domestic Abuse Issues in Mediation Training” 253 
approved by the Supreme Court Dispute Resolution Section in accordance with 254 
standards established by the Commission on Dispute Resolution under Sup.R. 255 
16.23(B)(1)(d); 256 
 257 
(f)  Complete “Parenting Coordination Training” approved by the Supreme 258 
Court Dispute Resolution Section in accordance with standards established by the 259 
Commission on Dispute Resolution. 260 
 261 

(2)  Prior to accepting appointment of a court or division to serve as a parenting 262 
coordinator in an abuse, neglect, or dependency case, an individual shall meet both of the 263 
following qualifications: 264 
 265 

(a)  Complete the requirements of division (A)(1) of this rule; 266 
 267 
(b)  Complete “Specialized Child Protection Mediation” that has been approved 268 
by the Supreme Court Dispute Resolution Section in accordance with standards 269 
established by the Commission on Dispute Resolution under Sup.R. 16.23(B)(2)(c). 270 
 271 
 272 



(B) Continuing education 273 
 274 

(1) A parenting coordinator shall complete at least six hours per calendar year of 275 
continuing education relating to children, mediation, or diversity.  The diversity training 276 
may include awareness and responsiveness; cultural and racial diversity; and the effects of 277 
a parenting coordinator’s personal biases, values, and styles on the parenting coordination 278 
process.  The continuing education may include continuing education for lawyers, social 279 
workers, psychologists, or other licensed mental health professionals and professional 280 
development events that are acceptable to the court or division appointing the parenting 281 
coordinator. 282 
 283 
(2)  If a parenting coordinator fails to comply with the continuing education 284 
requirement of division (B)(1) of this rule, the parenting coordinator shall not be eligible 285 
to serve as a parenting coordinator until the requirement is satisfied.  286 
 287 

 288 
RULE 16.65.   Responsibilities of Court. 289 
 290 
(A) General 291 
 292 

In order to ensure only qualified individuals perform the duties of a parenting coordinator 293 
and the requirements of Sup.R. 16.60 through 16.66 are met, a court of common pleas or a 294 
division of the court that elects to use parenting coordination shall do all of the following: 295 
 296 

(1) Establish screening procedures for the capacity of the parties to participate 297 
in parenting coordination; 298 
 299 
(2) Establish procedures for monitoring and evaluating parenting coordination 300 
to ensure the quality of the parenting coordinators to which cases are referred; 301 
 302 
(3) Develop a process and designate a person for accepting and considering 303 
written comments and complaints regarding the performance of parenting 304 
coordinators appointed by the court or division.  A copy of comments and 305 
complaints submitted to the court or division shall be provided to the parenting 306 
coordinator who is the subject of the complaint or comment and forwarded to the 307 
administrative judge of the court or division, as applicable, for consideration and 308 
appropriate action.  Dispositions by the court or division shall be made promptly.  309 
The court or division shall maintain a written record in the parenting coordinator’s 310 
file regarding the nature and disposition of any comment or complaint and shall 311 
notify the person making the comment or complaint and the parenting coordinator 312 
of the disposition; 313 
 314 
(4)  Allow parenting coordination to proceed only if the parenting coordinator 315 
meets the qualifications, education, and training requirements of Sup.R.16.64; 316 
 317 



(5)  Prohibit parenting coordination when domestic abuse or domestic violence 318 
is alleged, suspected, or present, unless all of the following conditions are satisfied; 319 

 320 
(a)  Screening is conducted, both before and during parenting 321 
coordination, for domestic abuse and domestic violence and for the capacity 322 
of the parties to engage in parenting coordination; 323 
 324 
(b)  The person who is or may be the victim of domestic abuse or 325 
domestic violence is fully informed about the parenting coordination 326 
process; the right to decline participation in the parenting coordination 327 
process; and, at the discretion of the parenting coordinator, the right to have 328 
any other individuals attend and participate in parenting coordination 329 
sessions; 330 
 331 
(c) The parties have the capacity to participate in the parenting 332 
coordination process without fear of coercion or control; 333 
 334 
(d)  The court has taken reasonable precautions to create a safe parenting 335 
coordination environment for the parties and all other persons involved in 336 
the parenting coordination process; 337 
 338 
(e)  Procedures are in place for the parenting coordinator to terminate a 339 
parenting coordination session if there is a threat of domestic abuse, 340 
domestic violence, or coercion between the parties; 341 
 342 

(B)  Appointment order 343 
 344 

When ordering parenting coordination, the court or division shall issue an appointment 345 
order that does all of the following: 346 
 347 

(1)  Includes the name and contact information of the parenting coordinator and 348 
outlines the definition and purpose of the parenting coordinator;  349 
 350 
(2) Specifies the scope of authority of the parenting coordinator;  351 
 352 
(3) Sets forth the term of the appointment; 353 
 354 
(4) Allocates the responsibility for fees and expenses related to parenting 355 
coordination; 356 
 357 
(5) Addresses procedures for decision-making of the parenting coordinator; 358 
 359 
(6)  Addresses procedures for objections to parenting coordinator decisions; 360 
 361 
(7) Addresses other provisions as the court considers necessary and 362 
appropriate. 363 



RULE 16.66.   Public Access. 364 
 365 
The files maintained by a parenting coordinator but not filed with a clerk or submitted to a court 366 
shall not be available for public access under Sup.R. 44 through 47. 367 
 368 
 369 
RULE 90.      Definitions. 370 
 371 
As used in Sup.R. 90 through 90.12: 372 
 373 

(A) Domestic abuse 374 
 375 

“Domestic abuse” means a pattern of abusive and controlling behavior that may 376 
include physical violence; coercion; threats; intimidation; isolation; or emotional, 377 
sexual, or economic abuse.   378 

 379 
(B) Domestic violence 380 
 381 

“Domestic violence” has the same meaning as in R.C. 3113.31(A)(1). 382 
 383 
(C) Parenting coordination 384 
 385 

“Parenting coordination” means a child-focused dispute resolution process ordered 386 
by a court of common pleas or division of the court to assist parties in implementing 387 
a parental rights and responsibilities or companionship time order using 388 
assessment, education, case management, conflict management, coaching, or 389 
decision-making.  “Parenting coordination” is not mediation subject to R.C. 390 
Chapter 2710 or Sup.R. 16. 391 
 392 

(D)   Parenting coordinator 393 
 394 

“Parenting coordinator” means an individual appointed by a court of common pleas 395 
or division of the court to conduct parenting coordination. 396 
 397 
 398 

RULE 90.01.  Local Parenting Coordination Rule.  399 
 400 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 401 
court or division shall adopt a local rule governing all ordered parenting coordination that does all 402 
of the following: 403 
 404 

(A) Addresses the selection and referral of a case to parenting coordination at any point 405 
after a parental rights and responsibilities or companionship time order is filed; 406 
 407 
(B)  Addresses domestic abuse and domestic violence screening, both before and during 408 
parenting coordination;  409 



 410 
(C)   Addresses appropriate referrals to legal counsel, counseling, parenting courses, and 411 
other support services for all parties, including but not limited to victims and suspected 412 
victims of domestic abuse and domestic violence; 413 
 414 
(D)  Allows parties, their attorneys, and any other individuals designated by the parties 415 
to attend and participate in parenting coordination sessions; 416 
 417 
(E)  Prohibits a parenting coordinator, even with consent of the parties, from serving in 418 
multiple roles with the same family that creates a professional conflict, including but not 419 
limited to a child’s attorney or child advocate; guardian ad litem; custody evaluator; 420 
therapist, consultant, coach, or other mental health role to any family member; or attorney 421 
for either party; 422 
 423 
(F) Allows a mediator to also serve as a parenting coordinator with the same family, 424 
provided there is written consent of the parties and it is approved by the court or division; 425 
 426 
(G)  Addresses the issuance of parenting coordination agreements and reports or 427 
decisions by a parenting coordinator; 428 
 429 
(H)  Addresses terms and conditions for fees, including provisions for waiver of fees for 430 
indigent parties;  431 
 432 
(I)  Provides that the decision of a parenting coordinator is effective immediately and 433 
remains effective unless ordered otherwise by the court or division; 434 
 435 
(J)      Allows for objections to the decision of a parenting coordinator; 436 

 437 
(K)  Addresses the appointment and termination of appointment of a parenting 438 
coordinator; 439 
 440 
(L) Establishes procedures for the periodic evaluation of parenting coordinators; 441 
 442 
(M) Establishes procedures for the submission, investigation, and hearing of complaints 443 
regarding a parenting coordinator; 444 
 445 
(N) Addresses other provisions as the court or division considers necessary and 446 
appropriate. 447 
 448 
 449 

RULE 90.02.  Reasons for Ordering Parenting Coordination. 450 
 451 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 452 
court or division may order parenting coordination when the court or division determines one or 453 
more of the following factors are present: 454 

 455 



(A) The parties have ongoing disagreements about the implementation of a parental 456 
rights and responsibilities or companionship time order and need ongoing assistance; 457 
 458 
(B) There is a history of extreme or ongoing parental conflict that has been unresolved 459 
by previous litigation or other interventions and from which a child of the parties is 460 
adversely affected; 461 
 462 
(C) The parties have a child whose parenting time schedule requires frequent 463 
adjustments, specified in an order of the court or division, to maintain age-appropriate 464 
contact with both parties, and the parties have been previously unable to reach agreements 465 
on their parenting time schedule without intervention by the court or division; 466 
 467 
(D)  The parties have a child with a medical or psychological condition or disability that 468 
requires frequent decisions regarding treatment or frequent adjustments in the parenting 469 
time schedule, specified in an order of the court or division, and the parties have been 470 
previously unable to reach agreements on their parenting time schedule without 471 
intervention by the court or division; 472 
 473 
(E)  One or both parties suffer from a medical or psychological condition or disability 474 
that results in an inability to reach agreements on or make adjustments in their parenting 475 
time schedule without assistance, even when minor in nature; 476 
 477 
(F)   Any other factor as determined by the court or division. 478 
 479 
 480 

RULE 90.03.   Inappropriate Uses of Parenting Coordination. 481 
 482 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 483 
court or division shall not order parenting coordination to determine any of the following:  484 
 485 

(A)  Whether to grant, modify, or terminate a protection order;  486 
 487 
(B)  The terms and conditions of a protection order;  488 
 489 
(C)  The penalty for violation of a protection order; 490 
 491 
(D)  Changes in the designation of the primary residential parent or legal custodian;  492 
  493 
(E)  Changes in the primary placement of a child. 494 

 495 
 496 

RULE 90.04.  Use of Parenting Coordination when Domestic Abuse or Domestic 497 
Violence is Alleged, Suspected, or Present. 498 
 499 
When domestic abuse or domestic violence is alleged, suspected, or present, parenting 500 
coordination may proceed only if all of the following conditions are satisfied: 501 



 502 
(A) The person who is or may be the victim of domestic abuse or domestic violence is 503 
fully informed about the parenting coordination process and of the option to have a support 504 
person present at parenting coordination sessions;  505 
 506 
(B)  Appropriate procedures are in place to provide for the safety of the person who is 507 
or may be the victim of domestic abuse or domestic violence and all other persons involved 508 
in the parenting coordination process; 509 
 510 
(C)  Procedures are in place for the parenting coordinator to terminate a parenting 511 
coordination session if there is a continued threat of domestic abuse, domestic violence, or 512 
coercion between the parties. 513 
 514 
 515 

RULE 90.05.  General Parenting Coordinator Appointment Qualifications. 516 
 517 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 518 
court or division shall not appoint an individual as a parenting coordinator unless the individual 519 
meets all of the following qualifications: 520 

 521 
(A) Possesses a master’s degree or higher, law degree, or education and experience 522 
satisfactory to the court or division; 523 
 524 
(B) Possesses at least two years of professional experience with situations involving 525 
children, which includes parenting coordination, counseling, casework, legal 526 
representation in family law matters, serving as a guardian ad litem or mediator, or such 527 
other equivalent experience satisfactory to the court or division; 528 
 529 
(C) Has completed in the following order the following training that has been approved 530 
by the Dispute Resolution Section of the Supreme Court and that meets standards 531 
established by the Supreme Court Commission on Dispute Resolution: 532 
 533 

(1) At least twelve hours of basic mediation training; 534 
 535 
(2)  At least forty hours of specialized family or divorce mediation training; 536 
 537 
(3)  At least fourteen hours of specialized training in domestic abuse and dispute 538 
resolution;  539 

 540 
(4)   At least twelve hours of specialized training in parenting coordination. 541 
 542 

 543 
 544 
 545 



RULE 90.06.  Parenting Coordinator Qualifications in Abuse, Neglect, or Dependency 546 
Cases. 547 
 548 
In addition to the qualifications under Sup.R. 90.05, a court of common pleas or division of the 549 
court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the court or division shall not appoint an 550 
individual as a parenting coordinator in an abuse, neglect, or dependency case unless the individual 551 
meets both of the following qualifications: 552 

 553 
(A) Possesses significant experience working with family disputes; 554 

 555 
(B) Has completed at least thirty-two hours of specialized child-protection mediation 556 
training that has been approved by the Dispute Resolution Section of the Supreme Court 557 
and that meets standards established by the Supreme Court Commission on Dispute 558 
Resolution.  559 
 560 

 561 
RULE 90.07.  Parenting Coordinator Continuing Education. 562 

 563 
(A)  Requirement 564 
 565 

A parenting coordinator shall complete at least three hours per calendar year of continuing 566 
education relating to children.  The continuing education may include continuing education 567 
for lawyers, social workers, psychologists, or other licensed mental health professionals 568 
and professional development events that are approved by the Dispute Resolution Section 569 
of the Supreme Court and that meet standards established by the Supreme Court 570 
Commission on Dispute Resolution.   571 

 572 
(B) Annual report 573 
 574 

On or before January 1st of each year, a parenting coordinator shall report to each court or 575 
division from which the parenting coordinator receives appointments a list of all continuing 576 
education training completed during the previous year under division (A) of this rule, 577 
including the sponsor, title, date, and location of each training. 578 
 579 

(C) Failure to comply 580 
 581 

If a parenting coordinator fails to comply with the continuing education requirement of 582 
division (A) of this rule, the parenting coordinator shall not be eligible to serve as a 583 
parenting coordinator until the requirement is satisfied.  The parenting coordinator shall 584 
complete three hours of continuing education for each calendar year of deficiency.   585 

 586 
 587 
RULE 90.08.  Appointment Order. 588 
 589 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 590 
court or division, when ordering parenting coordination, shall issue a written appointment order 591 



providing information regarding the appointment of the parenting coordinator, including but not 592 
limited to the following: 593 

 594 
(A) The name of the parenting coordinator and any contact information for the 595 
parenting coordinator the court may choose to include; 596 
 597 
(B) The specific powers and duties of the parenting coordinator; 598 
 599 
(C)  The term of the appointment; 600 
 601 
(D)  The scope of confidentiality; 602 
 603 
(E)  The parties’ responsibility for fees and expenses for services rendered by the 604 
parenting coordinator. 605 
 606 
 607 

RULE 90.09.  Responsibilities of Court or Division Using Parenting Coordination. 608 
 609 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 610 
court or division shall do all of the following: 611 
 612 

(A) Maintain a roster of all parenting coordinators appointed by the court or division, 613 
including the name; address; telephone number; and, if available, electronic mail address 614 
of each parenting coordinator.   The court or division shall require each parenting 615 
coordinator to notify the court or division of any changes to this information.   616 
 617 
(B) Require each parenting coordinator appointed by the court or division to submit to 618 
the court or division a resume documenting compliance with the parenting coordinator 619 
qualifications under Sup.R. 90.05 and, if applicable, Sup.R. 90.06. The court or division 620 
shall require each parenting coordinator to provide an updated resume to the court or 621 
division in the event of any substantive changes to the information contained in the resume. 622 
  623 
(C) Require each parenting coordinator appointed by the court or division to submit to 624 
the court or division on or before January 1st of each year a list of continuing education 625 
training completed by the parenting coordinator during the previous calendar year under 626 
Sup.R. 90.07(A), including the sponsor, title, date, and location of each training; 627 
 628 
(D) On or before February 1st of each year, file with the Dispute Resolution Section of 629 
the Supreme Court all of the following: 630 
 631 

(1) A copy of the local rule adopted by the court or division under Sup.R. 90.01; 632 
 633 
(2) A copy of the current roster of parenting coordinators appointed by the court 634 
or division maintained by the court or division under division (A) of this rule; 635 
 636 



(3) A copy of each new or updated resume received by the court or division 637 
from a parenting coordinator during the previous year under division (B) of this 638 
rule; 639 
 640 
(4) A copy of each list of continuing education training received by the court 641 
or division from a parenting coordinator under division (C) of this rule. 642 

 643 
 644 
RULE 90.10.  Responsibilities of Parenting Coordinator During Parenting 645 
Coordination. 646 
 647 
(A) Compliance with appointment order 648 
 649 

A parenting coordinator shall comply with the requirements of and act in accordance with 650 
the appointment order issued by the court of common pleas or division of the court under 651 
Sup.R. 90.08. 652 

 653 
(B) Independence, objectivity, and impartiality 654 
 655 

A parenting coordinator shall maintain independence; objectivity; and impartiality, 656 
including avoiding the appearance of partiality, in dealings with parties and professionals, 657 
both in and out of the courtroom. 658 

 659 
(C) Conflicts of interest 660 
 661 

(1) A parenting coordinator shall avoid any clear conflicts of interest arising from any 662 
relationship activity, including but not limited to those of employment or business or from 663 
professional or personal contacts with parties or others involved in the case.  A parenting 664 
coordinator shall avoid self-dealing or associations from which the parenting coordinator 665 
may benefit, directly or indirectly, except from services as a parenting coordinator. 666 

 667 
(2) Upon becoming aware of a clear conflict of interest, a parenting coordinator shall 668 
advise the appointing court or division and the parties of the action taken to resolve the 669 
conflict and, if unable to do so, seek the direction of the court or division.   670 

 671 
(D) Ex parte communications 672 
 673 

A parenting coordinator shall have no ex parte communications with the appointing court 674 
or division regarding substantive matters or issues on the merits of the case. 675 

 676 
(E) Legal advice 677 
 678 

A parenting coordinator shall not offer legal advice. 679 
 680 
 681 
 682 



(F) Report of activity affecting ability to perform 683 
 684 

A parenting coordinator shall have an ongoing duty to report any activity, criminal or 685 
otherwise, that would adversely affect the parenting coordinator’s ability to perform the 686 
functions of a parenting coordinator.   687 

 688 
(G) Disclosure of abuse, neglect, and harm 689 

 690 
(1) A parenting coordinator shall inform the parties the parenting coordinator will 691 
report any suspected child abuse or neglect and any apparent serious risk of harm to a 692 
family member’s self, another family member, or a third party to child protective services, 693 
law enforcement, or other appropriate authority. 694 

 695 
(2) A parenting coordinator shall report child abuse or neglect under the procedures in 696 
R.C. 2151.421.  697 
 698 
 699 

RULE 90.11.  Compliance with Guidelines for Parenting Coordination.  700 
 701 
A court of common pleas or division of the court that chooses to use parenting coordination in the 702 
court or division and a parenting coordinator shall comply with the “Guidelines for Parenting 703 
Coordination” developed by the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts Task Force on 704 
Parenting Coordination.  Wherever a conflict exists between the guidelines and Sup.R. 90 through 705 
90.12, the rules shall control. 706 
 707 
 708 
RULE 90.12.   Confidentiality, Privilege, and Public Access. 709 

 710 
(A) Confidentiality 711 
 712 

Except as provided by law, communications made as part of parenting coordination, 713 
including communications between the parties and their children and the parenting 714 
coordinator, communications between the parenting coordinator and other relevant parties, 715 
and communications with the court, shall not be confidential.   716 
 717 

(B) Privilege 718 
 719 
Except as provided by law, parenting coordination shall not be privileged. 720 
 721 

(C) Public access to parenting coordinator files.  722 
 723 

The files maintained by a parenting coordinator but not filed with a clerk or submitted to a 724 
court shall not be available for public access under Sup.R. 44 through 47. 725 
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