
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE SUPREME COURT RULES FOR THE  

GOVERNMENT OF THE BAR OF OHIO 
 

The following amendments to the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of 
Ohio (Gov.Bar R. V, Section 4 and Gov.Bar R. VI, Section 1, 4, and 10) were adopted by the 
Supreme Court of Ohio. The history of these amendments is as follows:  

  
November 28, 2022 Initial publication for public comment  
March 2, 2023  Final adoption by conference  
January 1, 2025 Effective date of amendments   

 
Key to Proposed Amendments:  
 

1.  Existing language appears in regular type.  Example: text  
 
2.  Existing language to be deleted appears in strikethrough.  Example: text  
 
3.  New language to be added appears in underline.  Example: text 



SUPREME COURT RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BAR OF OHIO 
 

RULE V. DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE 
 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 
 

Section 4. Office of Disciplinary Counsel. 
 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 
 

(G) Proactive Management-Based Regulation.  Disciplinary counsel shall establish 
a free, CLE-accredited proactive management-based regulation curriculum to assist attorneys in 
developing ethical infrastructures to improve the delivery of legal services and client relations and 
enhance the provision of competent and cost-effective legal services to prevent violations of the 
Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct. The curriculum may include, but is not limited to, continuing 
legal education on the ethical operation of a law practice, and the curriculum shall be open to any 
attorney admitted to practice law in Ohio. All information related to an attorney’s participation in 
the curriculum shall be confidential, except that disciplinary counsel may report proof of 
completion and aggregate statistics from the curriculum. 

 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 
 

[Rule V amended effective October 1, 1986;  September 1, 1987;  January 1, 1988;  March 16, 
1988;  July 27, 1988;  January 1, 1989;  October, 11, 1989; November 8, 1989;  December 5, 1989;  
September 1, 1990; July 1, 1992; September 1, 1995; November 1, 1995; July 1, 1996; September 
1, 1996; April 21, 1997; October 1, 1997; November 3, 1997; January 20, 1998; November 2, 
1998; September 1, 1999; May 8, 2000; May 1, 2001; February 1, 2003; January 12, 2004; 
February 1, 2007; September 1, 2007; January 1, 2008; April 1, 2008; January 1, 2012; August 1, 
2012; January 1. 2013; January 1, 2015; March 1, 2017; November 1, 2018; March 5, 2019, 
November 1, 2020; January 1, 2025.] 

 
RULE VI. REGISTRATION OF ATTORNEYS  

 
Section 1.  Definition. 
 
As used in this rule, “tribunal”: 
 

(A) “Tribunal” means a court, legislative body, administrative agency, or other body 
acting in an adjudicative capacity.  
 
(B) “Attorney engaged in the private practice of law” means any attorney registered as 
active with the Supreme Court, but does not include an attorney who is any of the 
following: 

 
(1) Registered as a corporate counsel attorney under Section 6 of this rule; 
 



(2) Employed by an organizational client or governmental entity and who does 
not represent clients outside that capacity; 
 
(3) Registered as a military legal assistance attorney under Section 7 of this 
rule; 
 
(4) Registered as an emeritus pro bono attorney under Section 8 of this rule; 
 
(5) No longer practicing law in any capacity. 

 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 
 

Section 4. Obligations of Attorney. 
 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 
 
(B) Contact and professional liability insurance information; email service address 
 

(1) Each attorney admitted to the practice of law in Ohio or registered for corporate 
status shall provide the Office of Attorney Services with the following information: 
 

(a) The attorney’s current residence address, office address, office telephone 
number, office or residence email address, and email service address and shall 
notify the office of any change in the information recorded on the certificate of 
registration pursuant to Section 2 or 3 of this rule; 
 
(b) The name of all other states or territories of the United States in which the 
attorney is admitted to the practice of law.  

 
(2) If an attorney fails to provide the Office of Attorney Services an email service 
address, the attorney’s office or residence email address shall be deemed to be the 
attorney’s email service address.   
 
(3) Service of any notice to an attorney by email service address pursuant to these rules 
or the Rules for the Government of the Judiciary of Ohio shall be deemed complete.  
 
(4) Each attorney engaged in the private practice of law shall provide the following 
information when registering pursuant to Section 2 of this rule:  

 
(a) Whether the attorney has professional liability insurance on the date of 
registration; 
 
(b) Whether the attorney has a plan to manage the attorney’s work or caseload 
in the event the attorney becomes temporarily or permanently unable to do so. 

 



(5) The attorney shall notify the Office of Attorney Services within thirty days of any 
change in the attorney’s registration information. 

 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 

 
Section 10. Failure to Register; Late Registration Fee; Summary Suspension; 
Reinstatement.  
 
(A)  Late fee   
 

An attorney who fails to file a completed certificate of registration and pay a fee as required 
by this rule on or before the date on which it becomes due, but does so within sixty days 
of that date, shall be assessed a late registration fee of fifty dollars.  The late registration 
fee shall be in addition to the applicable registration fee.  

 
(B)  Suspension from the practice of law 
 

(1) An attorney who fails to file a certificate of completed registration and pay the fees 
required by this rule either on a timely basis or within the late registration period provided 
for in division (A) of this section, or fails to comply with division (B)(2) of this section, 
shall be notified of apparent noncompliance by the Office of Attorney Services.  The office 
shall send the notice of apparent noncompliance by regular mail to the attorney at the most 
recent address provided by the attorney to the office.  The notice shall inform the attorney 
that the attorney will be summarily suspended from the practice of law in Ohio and not 
entitled to practice law in Ohio unless, on or before the date and in the manner set forth in 
the notice, the attorney either files evidence of compliance with the requirements of this 
rule or comes into compliance.  If the attorney does not file evidence of compliance or 
come into compliance on or before the date set forth in the notice, the attorney shall be 
summarily suspended from the practice of law in Ohio.  The office shall record the 
suspension on the roll of attorneys and send notice of the suspension by certified mail to 
the attorney at the most recent address provided by the attorney to the office.  The Supreme 
Court Reporter shall publish notice of the suspension in the Ohio Official Reports and the 
Ohio State Bar Association Report.  
 
(2)(a) Beginning with the 2025 to 2027 registration biennium, and in each subsequent 
biennium, an attorney who is engaged in the private practice of law and under Section 
4(B)(4)(a) of this rule discloses the attorney does not have professional liability insurance 
shall not be permitted to register and shall be subject to suspension under division (B)(1) 
of this section until the attorney either completes the Office of Disciplinary Counsel’s 
proactive management-based regulation curriculum on the ethical operation of a law 
practice or obtains professional liability insurance and reports that fact to the Office of 
Attorney Services.  

 
(b) When reporting the purchase of professional liability insurance to the Office of 
Attorney Services for reinstatement under Section 10(B)(2)(a) of this rule, the attorney 
shall provide documentation showing the name of the insurer, the policy number, and the 
amount and dates of coverage. 



 
(c) An attorney newly admitted to the practice of law shall be exempt from the 
proactive management-based regulation curriculum requirement of Section 10(B)(2)(a) of 
this rule for the attorney’s first registration biennium.  

 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]  

 
[Not analogous to former Rule VI, effective February 28, 1972; amended effective January 1, 
1981; November 17, 1982; July 1, 1983; May 13, 1985, July 1, 1986; January 1, 1989; July 1, 
1991; September 1, 1991; January 1, 1992; July 1, 1992; July 1, 1993; January 1, 1995; July 1, 
1995; November 1, 1995; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1999; November 28, 2000; June 1, 2002; August 
19, 2002; November 1, 2002; July 1, 2003; July 1, 2005, September 1, 2005; July 1, 2007; 
September 1, 2007; January 1, 2008; May 1, 2009; September 1, 2010; January 1, 2012; January 
1, 2013; November 1, 2013; January 1, 2015; April 1, 2015; December 1, 2015; July 1, 2016; 
September 15, 2016; November 1, 2017; November 1, 2018; July 1, 2019; February 1, 2020; June 
1, 2020; November 1, 2020; July 1, 2021; January 1, 2023; January 1, 2025.] 
 
 
RULE XX.  Effective Date.  
 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 
 
([Insert division letter]) The amendments to Gov.Bar R. V, Section 4 and Gov.Bar R. VI, 
Section 1, 4, and 10, adopted by the Supreme Court of Ohio on March 2, 2023, shall take effect 
on January 1, 2025. 


