AMENDMENTS TO THE SUPREME COURT
RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BAR OF OHIO
AND THE OHIO RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
The following amendments to the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of
Ohio (Gov.Bar R. XIV, Sections 1 through 8 and Appendices IV and VI and Prof. Cond. R. 7.4)
were adopted by the Supreme Court of Ohio. The history of these amendments is as follows:
September 11, 2023  Initial publication for public comment
February 27,2024  Final adoption by conference
April 15, 2024 Effective date of amendments
Key to Proposed Amendments:
1. Unaltered language appears in regular type. Example: text

2. Language that has been deleted appears in strikethrough. Example: text

3. New language that has been added appears in underline. Example: text



SUPREME COURT RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BAR OF OHIO

RULE XIV. CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEYS AS SPECIALISTS

Section 1.

Purpose.

The purpose of this rule is to enhance public access to appropriate legal services by regulating the
certification of lawyers attorneys as specialists.

Section 2.

Supreme Court Commission on Certification of Attorneys as Specialists;

Establishment of the Conymission.

(A)

Membership- Creation

There is hereby created the Supreme Court Commission on Certification of

Attorneys as Specialists;eensisting.

Duties and authority

The Commission shall approve and regulate organizations that certify attorneys

practicing in Ohio as specialists and shall do all of the following:

(a) Approve organizations as qualified to certify attorneys as specialists
pursuant to the standards set forth in this rule. Organizations approved by the
Commission shall be styled “accredited organizations.”

(b) Review and evaluate the programs of accredited organizations to ensure
compliance with this rule;

(©) Deny, suspend, or revoke the approval of an accredited organization upon
the determination of the Commission the organization has failed to comply with the
requirements of this rule:

@ Maintain records of accredited organizations approved by the Commission
under Section 3 of this rule;

(e) Report to the Disciplinary Counsel or a certified grievance committee any
attorney who the Commission believes has violated this rule;

(H) Cooperate with other organizations, boards, and organizations engaged in
the field of attorney specialization;

(g)  Enlist the assistance of advisory committees to advise the Commission;




(h) Enhance public access to appropriate legal services by informing the
general public of the meaning of the certification of an attorney as a specialist;

(1) Subject to the approval of the Supreme Court, adopt regulations reasonably
needed to implement this rule that are not inconsistent with this rule.

2) The Commission has no independent policy-setting authority.

Membership

@) The Commission consists of the following eighteen members appointed by the
Chief Justice and Justices of the Supreme Court;-as-foHews:

(a) Twelve attorneys admitted to the practice of law in Ohio, one from each
appellate district. The appellate district of each of the twelve attorneys shall be
determined by the location of the attorney's principal office.

(b) Three law faculty members from separate Ohio law schools engaged in full-
time legal education;

(©) Two judges;

(d) An attorney admitted to the practice of law in Ohio who is certified as a
specialist in an area recognized as a specialty by the Supreme Court.

(2)  Members—of-the Commission—serve-three-year—terms Each Commission member

shall have experience or an interest in attorney specialization.

[€))] Commission membership should be broad-based and multi-disciplinary to
represent a cross section of interests related to attorney specialization and reflect the
gender, racial, ethnic, and geographical diversity of the state.

4 The term of a Commission member is three years. Membersare A Commission
member is eligible for reappointment, but shall not serve more than three consecutive full
terms ofthree-years. A Commission member is eligible for reappointment after serving
three consecutive full terms, but only upon at least a one-year break in service.

(5)  Each Commission member appointed because of the member’s elected position,
official position, employment, organizational affiliation, or other status ceases to be a
member at such time the member no longer holds that position, employment, affiliation, or
status.

3(6) Vacancies on the eemmisston Commission shall be filled in the same manner as

provided-in-diviston-{A}H-of this-seetion original appointments. A Commission member

appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the
appointee's predecessor was serving holds office for the remainder of the term. H-an




4 TheCommission (D) Chairperson and vice-chairperson

SHE)

At the first meeting each year of the Commission, the Commission members shall elect a
eha+r—v+ee—eha+r— chairperson and other-officers vice- chalrperson The e£ﬁeePs—seW%fef
term of the chalrperson and vice- chalrperson 1S one vyear. A chalrperson and vice-
chairperson shall not serve more than three six consecutive twe-year terms.

Secretary

The Administrative Director of the Court shall assign a Court employee to serve as
secretary to the Commission. The secretary assists the Commission as necessary in the
implementation of its work, but at all times is considered an emplovee of the Court.

Meetings

@) The Commission may meet in person or by telephone or other electronic means
available to the Court.

2) The Commission shall meet as often as required to complete its work, provided the
Commission shall meet a minimum of two times per year. The Commission shal may
meet at the call of the ehair chairperson or upenr—writter at the request of a majority of the
Commission members.

[€))] All Commission meetings shall be scheduled for a time and place so as to minimize
costs to the Court and to be accessible to Commission members, Court staff, and the public.

(4)  Public notice of all Commission meetings shall be provided on the Court’s website.

(5)  All Commission meetings shall be open to the public.

Member attendance

1 For a fully effective Commission, a Commission member shall make a good faith
effort to attend each Commission meeting at the place, or in the format, as scheduled.

2) A Commission member who is unable to attend a meeting due to an unavoidable
conflict may request the chairperson allow the member to participate by telephone or other
electronic means available to the Court. A Commission member participating in this
manner is considered present for meeting attendance, quorum, and voting purposes.




[€)) A Commission member may not designate a replacement for participation in or
voting at meetings.

4 If a Commission member misses three consecutive meetings, the chairperson or the
secretary for the Commission shall notify the Chief Justice and the Administrative Director
and may recommend to the Chief Justice and Justices of the Court the member relinquish
the member’s position on the Commission.

Minutes

Minutes shall be kept at every Commission meeting and distributed to the Commission
members for review prior to and approval at the next meeting.

Quorum

A quorum exists when a majority of the Commission members eenstitutes—a—quoram 1S
present for the meeting, including those members participating by telephone or other
electronic means. Ne

Actions

At any Commission meeting at which a quorum is present, the Commission members may
take action shall-be-taken by the-Commission-without-the-coneurrence affirmative vote of

a majority of the members attending—andeconstitutinga—quoram—at—that meeting in

attendance.

)  Membersserve

Subcommittees

@8] The Commission may form such subcommittees it believes necessary to complete
the work of the Commission. A subcommittee should consist of select Commission
members and other persons who the chairperson believes will assist in a full exploration of
the issue under the review of the subcommittee.

2) A subcommittee should remain relatively small in size and have a ratio of
Commission members to non-Commission members not exceeding one to three.

[€)) Divisions (E), (F)(1) and (3), (F)(5). (G)(2), (G)(3), (1), (J), (L), and (N) through
(Q) of this section apply to the work and non-Commission members of a subcommittee.

Code of ethics

A Commission member shall comply with the requirements of the Court’s “Code of Ethics
for Court Appointees.” The secretary for the Commission shall provide each Commission




member with a copy of the code following the member’s appointment to the Commission
and thereafter at the first meeting each vear of the Commission.

By January 31st of each year, the chairperson of the Commission, with the assistance of
the secretary of the Commission, shall prepare a report for the Chief Justice, Justices, and
Administrative Director of the Court detailing the activities and accomplishments of the
Commission during the previous calendar year, the status of attorney specialization and
certification in the state, and the anticipated activities of the Commission during the
upcoming calendar year. The secretary shall submit the report to the Administrative
Director for distribution to the Chief Justice and Justices and publication on the Court’s

The work product of the eemmission Commission is the property of the Supreme Court.

The budget of the Commission is set by the Court through its internal budget process and
as implemented by the Court office, section, or program through which the Commission
operates. The Commission has no authority to set its own budget.

A Commission member serves without compensation;-but.

Reimbursement of Expenses

A Commission member shall be reimbursed for reasonable and ordinary expenses incurred

in the-performance-of theirofficial-duties service to the Commission as permitted by the

Court’s Guidelines for Travel by Court Appointees. A member shall not be entitled to
compensation beyond reasonable and ordinary expenses.

(M) Annual report
website.

(N)  Work Product

(O) Budget

(P) Compensation

Q)

B







Section 3. Standards for Approval of Certifying Accredited Organizations.

A  Aeertifiring (A) Not-for-profit status

& Acertifying (B) Investigations

An accredited organization shall investigate recommendations and obtain any data that may
be required to ensure the an attorney is in compliance with this rule.




A—eertifiring (C) Cooperation

An accredited organization shall cooperate with the Commission and perform other duties
as may be required by the Commission.

Filing of application

An organization may file an application for accreditation with the Commission by
completing an application provided by the Commission and paying the required application
fee. An application for accreditation shall be accompanied by all of the following
documents:

@) The organization’s governing documents, including articles of
incorporation, bylaws, resolutions, and other documents setting forth the standards,
procedures, guidelines, or practices of the organization’s certification program;

2) Documents demonstrating the financial stability of the organization and, if
necessary, any supporting parent organization;

[€)) Biographical summaries of members of the governing board or governing
committee of the organization, including specific information concerning the
degree of involvement in the specialty area of persons who review and pass upon
attorneys’ applications for certification;

4 Materials furnished to the attorneys seeking certification, including
application forms, booklets, or pamphlets describing the certification program, peer
reference forms, rules and procedures, and evaluation guides;

) Copies of examinations given by the organization in the past two years, or
in the case of an organization with a new certification program, copies of proposed
examinations. If an organization accepts examinations given by another entity, the
organization shall provide copies of the examinations. The organization shall also
provide evidence of the examination’s validity and reliability; an explanation of
how the examinations are developed, conducted, and reviewed; and an explanation
of the standards employed for grading and evaluating the examinations. The factors
used to judge the suitability and rigor of any examination shall include all of the

following:

(a) Evidence the method by which pass/fail levels are established is a
true measure of expertise in the specialty area;

(b) Evidence of both reliability and validity for each form of the
examination;




(©) Evidence of periodic review of the examination to ensure relevance
to knowledge and skills needed in the specialty area as the law and practice
methods develop over time;

@ Evidence the law of Ohio, when different from the general law, is a
part of the examination;

(e) Evidence effective measures are taken to protect the security of all
examinations;

(f) Evidence the written examination includes professional
responsibility and ethics.

(E) Organizational standard

1 An organization shall demonstrate it operates in accordance with the following
standards:

(a) Its primary purpose includes the identification of attorneys who possess an
enhanced level of skill and expertise in the area of law or practice for which
specialist certification is being issued:

(b) Its certification program develops and improves the professional
competence of attorneys;

(©) It possesses and will continue to maintain the governance and
organizational structures, a reliable source of adequate financial resources, and the
established administrative processes needed to carry out a certification program in
an unbiased, professional, and ethically responsible manner. The primary criteria
for determining organizational capabilities are the following:

(1) The existence of management, administrative, and business
practices that allow the accredited organization to operate its certification
program effectively and provide efficient service to attorneys who submit
applications for certification. The processes and procedures used in the
certification process should include safeguards to ensure unbiased
consideration of attorneys seeking certification.

(i) A history of adequate financing during the three years preceding the
filing of the application. If the accredited organization is newly formed,
this criterion shall be applied to a parent or sponsoring organization or to
the individual founders, if no founding organization is involved.

(ii1) The existence of a budget and financial plan for three vyears
following a grant of accreditation should it be made. If an accredited
organization has previously been accredited and has been in existence for




at least five vears, the existence of a budget and financial plan for the year
following accreditation shall be sufficient.

(iv)  The presence of persons retained by or on the governing board,
evaluation committees, or staff of the organization who are qualified by
experience, education, and background to carry out the program of
certification, including persons with a background in evaluating the validity
and reliability of examinations and experienced practitioners in the areas of
law _in which the organization conducts certification programs. The
majority of the persons who implement and supervise each specialty
program shall be attorneys who have expertise in the area for which
accreditation is sought.

W) The existence of a handbook, guide, or manual that outlines the
standards, policies, procedures, guides for self-study, and application

procedures;

(vi)  Evidence the accredited organization maintains and publishes a
policy providing an appeal procedure for an attorney seeking certification
to_challenge the decision of the persons who review and pass upon the
applications of attorneys seeking certification. The policy shall provide an
attorney seeking certification with the opportunity to present an appeal to
an impartial decision-maker in the event of denial of eligibility or denial of
certification. Impartial decision-makers may include persons associated
with the accredited organization.

(vii) The existence of policies and procedures for the revocation of
certification and specialization, including the mandatory requirement an
attorney who is certified as a specialist shall immediately report the
attorney’s disbarment or suspension from the practice of law in any

jurisdiction.

2) The materials published by the accredited organization shall not state or imply that
membership in, or the completion of education programs offered by, any specific
organization are required for certification. This prohibition does not apply to requirements
relating to the practice of law that are set out in statutes, rules, and regulations promulgated
by the government of the United States, by the government of any state or political
subdivision thereof, or by any agency or instrumentality of any of the foregoing.

[€)) The description of the program shall indicate the accredited organization does not
discriminate against attorneys seeking certification on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, disability, or age. Experience requirements for
attorneys seeking certification or recertification that may indirectly have an effect on a
particular age group shall be reasonable.




(F) Review and decision

An application for accreditation shall be reviewed and decided as follows:

@) Upon receipt of an application for accreditation, the secretary for the
Commission shall review materials submitted by the accredited organization for
conformance with this rule. If an application is incomplete or if other documents
or information are required, the secretary shall notify the accredited organization.
The accredited organization shall comply with the request within sixty days from
the receipt of the notice or request an extension. If the application is not completed
within this period, and if no extension is granted, the application shall be considered
lapsed and ineligible for consideration. The secretary shall give notice to the
accredited organization once an application is complete. Withdrawal of an
application does not preclude a subsequent application by the accredited

organization.

2) After review by the secretary for the Commission, the Commission
chairperson shall designate a review panel of not fewer than three members of the
Commission for each completed application. The application and supporting
materials shall be provided to the review panel for independent review and
consideration. The review panel may seek comment and information from
whatever sources it deems appropriate, including other attorneys admitted to
practice in Ohio and professionals who practice in or are knowledgeable concerning
the specialty. The review panel shall prepare a written report to the Commission
concerning the application. The written report shall recommend the application be
approved, denied, or deferred and shall state the reasons for the recommendation.

[€)) If the Commission determines the accredited organization and its
application satisfy all criteria required for the certification of specialists in an area
of specialization included in the application, the accredited organization shall be
designated an accredited organization.

4 If the Commission determines the accredited organization or the application
do not satisfy all criteria required for the certification of specialists in an area of
specialization, the application shall be denied for that specific area. When an
application is denied by the Commission, the accredited organization may request
reconsideration of the denial within thirty days following its receipt of the
Commission’s decision. Requests for reconsideration shall be made in writing to
the Commission and should demonstrate why the Commission’s denial was
unreasonable.

5) The Commission shall not approve or deny an application until a written
report from the review panel for that application has been presented to the
Commission.




6) In making a final decision regarding an application, the Commission shall
consider all materials relating to an application. These materials include the final
report of the review panel, copies of the application and supporting documents
originally submitted by the accredited organization, and any further materials the
accredited organization has submitted for consideration.

(@A) The Commission shall review and make a decision on an application for
accreditation as expeditiously as possible.

€3] The Commission shall promptly notify the accredited organization in
writing of the decision of the Commission regarding an application for accreditation
or a request for reconsideration.

9 The Commission may revoke an accredited organization’s accreditation
upon a determination the organization has ceased to exist; has failed to operate its
certification program in compliance with this rule; or has materially changed its
structure, operating standards, guidelines, or criteria for certification or
recertification. The Commission, on its own or acting upon a complaint from a
third party, may determine reasonable grounds exist for considering the revocation
of accreditation. The Commission shall schedule the matter for deliberation at one
of the Commission’s regularly scheduled meetings and promptly shall provide the
accredited organization with written notice of the meeting and an opportunity to be
heard at that meeting.

(10) An organization whose accreditation has been revoked may reapply for
accreditation in accordance with the Commission decision revoking accreditation
and as set forth in this rule.

(11) An accredited organization may request its accreditation be withdrawn by
providing written notice to the secretary for the Commission.

(G) Annual reporting

An accredited organization shall annually report the following in writing to the
Commission in accordance with a schedule as set by the Commission:

@) The current status of each area of specialization with information on the
names, attorney registration numbers, and current addresses of Ohio attorneys
certified or recertified as specialists by the accredited organization on a form
promulgated by the Commission;

2) Any proposed material changes in the accredited organization’s structure,
operating standards, guidelines, or criteria for certification or recertification, at least
sixty days before those changes are to become effective:




3 Any additional information as requested by the Commission, including but
not limited to the information set forth in divisions (D) and (E) of this section.

Additional areas of specialization requested by an accredited organization

For any new areas of specialization offered by the accredited organization not previously
included in the organization’s initial application, the organization shall demonstrate the
organization meets the requirements of this rule for the specialty area on an application
form promulgated by the Commission consistent with Section 3 of this rule. The
application shall include the names, attorney registration numbers, and current addresses
of Ohio attorneys certified as a specialist in the new area. For any new areas of
specialization, the accredited organization shall also propose a definition for the new
specialization area which the Commission may adopt, modify, or reject.

Section 4. Prerequisites Minimum Standards for Certification of Specialists.

Substantial involvement

An attorney seeking certification shall demonstrate substantial involvement in the specialty
area in the representation of clients during the three-year period immediately preceding
application to an accredited organization. At a minimum, an attorney shall demonstrate
that during the three-year period immediately preceding the attorney’s application the
attorney devoted at least twenty-five percent of the time a typical attorney devotes to a
normal, full-time legal practice to practicing in the specialty area.

Peer review

@) An attorney seeking certification shall submit the names of at least five references
from attorneys or judges who are knowledgeable regarding the practice area and are
familiar with the competence of the attorney.

2) The accredited organization shall send the reference forms to potential references.

[€)) The reference forms shall inquire into the respondent’s area of practice, the
respondent’s familiarity with both the specialty area and the attorney seeking certification,
and the length of time the respondent has been practicing law and has known the attorney
seeking certification. The form also shall inquire about the qualifications of the attorney
seeking certification in various aspects of the practice and, as appropriate, the attorney’s
dealings with judges and opposing counsel.




4 The attorney may not submit as a reference any attorney or judge who is related to
the attorney seeking certification or who is currently engaged in legal practice with an
attorney or who has the same employer.

) The accredited organization may seek and consider other references.

Written examination

An attorney seeking certification shall pass a rigorous written examination testing at the
highest level the knowledge and skills of the substantive and procedural law in the specialty
area.

Educational experience

@) An attorney seeking certification as a specialist shall complete a minimum of thirty-
six hours of continuing legal education in the specialty area in which the attorney is seeking
certification within the three-year period preceding the attorney’s application for
certification. The continuing legal education shall fully comply with Gov. Bar R. X and
the CLE Regulations.

2) In addition to the requirements of Gov. Bar R. X, a specialist shall complete twelve
hours of continuing legal education every two years in each specialty area for which the
specialist is certified.

[€)) An accredited organization may exempt an attorney from the continuing education
requirements in the event of a severe, prolonged illness or disability that prevents the
specialist from participating in accredited continuing legal education programs and
activities and in the requirements for certification renewal established by the Commission
and the accredited organization as follows:

(a) Before the deadline for recertification, the attorney shows, by a
preponderance of the evidence and to the satisfaction of the accredited organization,
completing the requirements for recertification presents an extreme hardship and
recertification is significantly more difficult as a result of the severe, prolonged
illness or disability;

(b) After the deadline for recertification, the attorney shows, by a
preponderance of the evidence and to the satisfaction of the accredited organization,
completing the requirements for recertification presented an extreme hardship,
recertification was significantly more difficult as a result of the severe, prolonged
illness or disability, and there exists an adequate explanation as to why the attorney
did not seek exemption prior to the end of the attorney’s certification period;

(©) The duration of an exemption granted shall be dependent upon the severity
of the attorney’s illness or disability and may be limited, as determined by the
accredited organization;




@ An accredited organization shall develop standards to assess all exemption
requests and review all requests in accordance with those standards. The standards
shall include an appeal procedure for an attorney requesting an exemption to
challenge the decision of the member or members of the accredited organization
who reviewed and passed upon the attorney’s request. The appeal procedure shall
provide the attorney requesting the exemption with an opportunity to appeal to a
separate, impartial decision-maker in the event of denial of eligibility for or denial
of an exemption. The separate, impartial decision-maker may include a person
associated with the accredited organization.

(E) Good standing

An attorney seeking certification shall provide proof of both of the following:

1) The attorney is registered for active status pursuant to Gov. Bar R. VI, is in
good standing with the Supreme Court, and has no current or pending disciplinary
matter in Ohio or another state;

(2)(a) The attorney is covered by professional liability insurance through an
insurance company authorized to transact business in Ohio, in an amount not less
than five hundred thousand dollars per loss, and has demonstrated ability to pay all
claims that fall within the liability insurance deductible, except that attorneys who
meet the following criteria may be exempted from this requirement:

(1) An attorney who can demonstrate the attorney’s employment
relationship will fully cover any professional liability claim or provide

immunity;

(i)  An attorney employed by an entity, other than a law firm, whose
sole professional practice is for that entity;

(ii1) An attorney emploved by a governmental entity that would be
immune from liability claims.

(b) The attorney shall notify the accredited organization immediately of any
cancellation or change in the attorney’s professional liability insurance coverage.

Attorney acknowledgement

The attorney shall sign and submit an attorney certification and acknowledgement on a
form promulgated by the Commission. Once the attorney is certified, this form shall be
collected annually by the accredited organization from the attorney and shall be stored and
maintained by the organization for the length of the attorney’s current certification period.




Specialists who become judges or magistrates

No sitting, full-time judge or magistrate may represent or hold themselves out as a certified
specialist nor may any accrediting organization represent or hold out a sitting, full-time
judge or magistrate as a specialist. When a certified specialist assumes a position of sitting,
full-time judge or magistrate, the date on which the specialist’s certification would
otherwise expire shall be noted by the accrediting organization. If the specialist’s tenure
as_a sitting, full-time judge or magistrate concludes before that expiration date, and
provided the specialist has in the interim continued to satisfy the continuing legal education
requirements of this rule, the judge’s or magistrate’s certification may resume upon
request, subject to any reasonable requirements of the accrediting organization, and
continue until the next expiration date.

Length of certification

The period of certification as a specialist shall be set by the accredited organization, but
shall be not less than three or more than seven years. During the certification period, the
Commission may require directly, or through the accredited organization, evidence from
the specialist of continued qualification for certification as a specialist.

Certification renewals

Application for and approval of continued certification as a specialist shall be required
prior to the end of each certification period. To qualify for continued certification as a
specialist, an attorney accredited organization shall pay the required fee and satisfy the
requirements for certification renewal established by the accredited organization.

Section 5. Privileges Conferred and Limitations Imposed.

A A-speetalist

Communication of specialization

An attorney certified as a specialist bV an orgamzatlon accredrted under thrs rule may

eﬁﬁ-ty—e&her—ehaﬂ—the eem-ﬁymg provrded the attorney shall 1dent1fv the name of the

accredited organization in the communication. A-speetalist Additionally, the attorney may
represent that the eem-ﬁym-g accredrted orgamzatlon is approved by the Commlssmn—bu{




Effect of specialization

@) This rule shall not limit the right of a certified specialist to practice in any field of
law.

€6)(2) An attorney shall not be required to be certified as a specialist in order to practice
in any field of law.

&)

Multiple specializations

An attorney may be certified as a specialist in more than one field of law.

Communication by accredited organization

An accredited organization may hold itself out as “Accredited by the Supreme Court of
Ohio Commission on Certification of Attorneys as Specialists” under the following
conditions:

@) The accredited organization using this announcement or otherwise referring
to its accreditation by the Commission shall provide notice to attorneys applying
for certification that accreditation by the Commission indicates solely that the
accredited organization’s certification program has met the requirements of this
rule;

2) The accredited organization shall not permit certified attorneys to state or
imply that they are certified or accredited by the Commission or by the Court.

Section 6. Minimum-Standardsfor-Continted-Certifieation-of Speeialists:




Section7- Fees; Miscellaneous.

Fees and funding

@8] The Commission shall establish and collect reasonable fees from the—eertifyring
accredited organizations and-certifted-speeiakistsunder-thisrule.

B3)(2) The Commission shall be funded from the fees established pursuant to division
(A)(1) of this section.

©)(3) At the request of the Administrative Director of the Supreme Court, the
Commission shall prepare and submit a proposed annual budget for approval by the

Supreme Court.
D) Records

Liability

Accredited organizations shall hold and save the Commission and the Court, its member
volunteers, officers, agents, and employees harmless from liability of any kind, including
costs, expenses, and attorney fees, for any suit or damages sustained by any person or
property arising out of an accredited organization’s or accredited organization’s application
for accreditation by the Commission or arising out of any actions of the accredited
organization or attorneys to whom specialization is granted or denied.

Public records

@) Except as provided in division (C)(2) of this section, the records of the Commission
shall be available for public access pursuant to Sup. R. 44 through 47.

2) An accredited organization may request the Commission limit distribution of
documents the organization has submitted to the Commission to those persons who need
the information to fulfill obligations specified in these rules. In such cases, the
Commission shall take reasonable steps to honor such a request, but the Commission shall
not be responsible for disclosure due to circumstances beyond its immediate control. Actual
or proposed written examinations submitted to the Commission shall be kept confidential.




Section 8 7. Effective Date.
[Effective: January 1, 1993; amended effective November 17, 1993; May 8, 2000; April 1, 2017;
April 15, 2024.]
RULE XX. TITLE AND EFFECTIVE DATES
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(|Insert division letter]) The amendments to Gov. Bar R. XIV. Sections 1 through 8

and Appendices IV and VI, adopted by the Supreme Court on February 27, 2024, shall take effect
on April 15, 2024.




APPENDIX IV: STANDARDS FORACCREDITATION-OFSPECIALTY
CERTHICATIONPROGRAMS FOREAWYERS [RESERVED]











































APPENDIX VI: HFHEEDS OF AW SUBJECT TO
SPECIALIZATIONDESIGNATON [RESERVED]
















OHIO RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

RULE 7.4: COMMUNICATION OF FIELDS OF PRACTICE AND SPECIALIZATION
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(e) A lawyer shall not state or imply that a lawyer is a specialist in a particular

field of law, unless beth-ofthefollowing-apphy
4 the Iawyer has been certlfled as a speC|aI|st by—an—e#gamzatten—aepreved

Speeahsts and the communlcatlon clearlv |dent|f|es the name of the
certifying organization

@ e 4 6 ation_is_clearlv_identified_in_t

Comment

[1] Division (a) of this rule permits a lawyer to indicate areas of practice in
communications about the lawyer’s services. If a lawyer practices only in certain fields, or will
not accept matters except in a specified field or fields, the lawyer is permitted to so indicate.

[2] Divisions (b) and (c) recognize the long-established policy of the Patent and
Trademark Office for the designation of lawyers practicing before the office. Division (d)
recognizes that designation of Admiralty practice has a long historical tradition associated with
maritime commerce and the federal courts.

[3] D1V1s10n (e) perm1ts a lawyer to state that the lawyer 1sa spe01ahst ina ﬁeld of law

Geﬁkﬁeaﬁeﬂ—e%ttemeys—as—s-peel-ahsts under spemﬁed 01rcumstances Certlﬁcatlon s1gn1ﬁes that

an objective entity has recognized an advanced degree of knowledge and experience in the specialty
area greater than is suggested by general licensure to practice law. Certifying organizations may
be expected to apply standards of experience, knowledge, and proficiency to ensure that a lawyer’s
recognition as a specialist is meaningful and reliable. In order to ensure that consumers can obtain
access to useful information about an organization granting certification, the name of the certifying
organization must be included in any communication regarding the certification.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]



Form of Citation, Effective Date, Application
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

([Insert division letter]) The Supreme Court of Ohio adopted amendments to
Prof. Cond. Rule 7.4 and Comment [3] effective April 15, 2024.
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