AMENDMENTS TO THE 

OHIO CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT


The Supreme Court of Ohio adopted the following amendments to the Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct (Rule 4.4 and Temporary Provisions) on October 4, 2011, effective October 5, 2011.

CANON 4.

* * *
Rule 4.4  Campaign Solicitations and Contributions
* * *

(F)
The campaign committee of a judicial candidate may begin soliciting and receiving contributions no earlier than one hundred twenty days before the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of the year in which the general election is held.  If the general election is held in 2012 or any fourth year thereafter, the campaign committee of a judicial candidate may begin soliciting and receiving contributions no earlier than one hundred twenty days before the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of the year in which the general election is held.  Except as provided in divisions (G) and (H) of this rule, the solicitation and receipt of contributions may continue until one hundred twenty days after the general election.

* * *
TEMPORARY PROVISION 
APPLICABLE TO JUDICIAL CANDIDATES 
WHO WILL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT IN 2012


Notwithstanding any provision of Rule 4.2(A)(4) of the Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct to the contrary, a judicial candidate who is required to file nominating petitions to appear on the March 6, 2012 primary election ballot shall have until February 29, 2012 to satisfy the two-hour judicial campaign course requirement set forth in that rule.
* * *
FORM OF CITATION, EFFECTIVE DATE, APPLICATION

(A)
These rules shall be known as the Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct and cited as “Jud. Cond. Rule ___.”


(B)
The Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct shall take effect March 1, 2009, at which time the Code shall supersede and replace the Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct, in effect prior to March 1, 2009, to govern the conduct of judges occurring on or after that effective date.  The former Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct shall continue to apply to govern conduct occurring prior to March 1, 2009 and shall apply to all disciplinary investigations and prosecutions relating to conduct that occurred prior to March 1, 2009.

(C)
The amendments to the Jud. Cond. Rule 4.2(B) and (C) and Comment [2] and Jud. Cond. Rule 4.4(A) and Comment [1]) adopted by the Supreme Court of Ohio on August 10, 2010, shall take effect on August 12, 2010.

(D)
The amendment to the Jud. Cond. Rule 4.4(F) adopted by the Supreme Court of Ohio on August 8, 2011, shall take effect on August 9, 2011.

(E)
The amendment to the Jud. Cond. Rule 4.4(F) and Temporary Provision adopted by the Supreme Court of Ohio on October 4, 2011, shall take effect on October 5, 2011.

