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OHIO RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE
RULE 1. Scope of Rules.

(A)  These rules govern procedure in appeals to courts of appeals from the trial courts of record
in Ohio.

(B)  Procedure in appeals to courts of appeals from the board of tax appeals shall be as provided
by law, except that App.R. 13 to 33 shall be applicable to those appeals.

(C)  Procedures in appeals to courts of appeals from juvenile courts pursuant to section
2505.073 of the Revised Code shall be as provided by that section, except that these rules govern
to the extent that the rules do not conflict with that section.

(D)  “Victim” has the same meaning as provided in Chapter 2930 of the Revised Code. For
purposes of these rules, the term “victim” includes the “victim’s representative” and “victim’s
attorney.” as those terms are defined in Chapter 2930 of the Revised Code.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

App.R. 1(D)

The word “victim” as used in the Appellate Rules is the same as the definition found in Crim.R.

2(Q).

RULE 8. Bail and Suspension of Execution of Sentence in Criminal Cases.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(B) Release on bail and suspension of execution of sentence pending appeal from a
judgment of conviction

Application for release on bail and for suspension of execution of sentence after a judgment of
conviction shall be made in the first instance in the trial court. Thereafter, if such application is
denied, a motion for bail and suspension of execution of sentence pending review may be made to
the court of appeals or to two judges thereof. The motion shall be determined promptly upon such
papers, affidavits, and portions of the record as the parties shall present and after reasonable notice
to the appeHee prosecution. The prosecution shall promptly provide notice of the motion to the
victim, if any, following receipt of the notice of the motion.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
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RULE 11.2. Expedited Appeals.

(D)

(E)

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Victim's rights appeals: interlocutory appeals

(1)  Applicability

App.R. 11.2(D) shall only govern interlocutory appeals from decisions impacting

the rights of a victim pursuant to Article I, Section 10a of the Ohio Constitution or

the Revised Code. Such appeals shall be given priority over all cases except those

governed by App.R. 11.2(B) and 11.2(C). Such appeals divest the trial court of

jurisdiction of the portion of the case implicating the victim’s rights until the

interlocutory appeal is resolved by the appellate court.

(2) Record

Upon the filing of an interlocutory appeal, the trial court shall transmit those

portions of the record and transcript, if any, necessary for consideration of the issues

to be reviewed by the court of appeals within five business days.

3) Briefs

Once the record is received by the court of appeals, the party that initiated the

appeal shall have eight days to file a merit brief. Once the merit brief is filed, the

appellee shall have eight days to file a response brief. Notwithstanding these limits,

the litigants, with the approval of the court, may stipulate to a different period of

time for the briefing.

(4)  Entry of judgment

The court of appeals shall decide the entire interlocutory appeal not later than thirty-

five days after the appeal is filed. The litigants, with the approval of the court of

appeals, may stipulate to a different period of time for the issuance of the decision

and judgment on the appeal.

Prosecutorial appeals from suppression orders; appeals concerning dependent,
abused, neglected, unruly, or delinquent children

Prosecutorial appeals under Crim.R. 12(K) and Juv.R. 22(F) and appeals concerning a
dependent, abused, neglected, unruly, or delinquent child shall be expedited and given
calendar priority over all cases other than those governed by App.R. 11.2 (B) and, (C), and

(D).

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]



Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

App.R. 11.2(D) Victim's rights appeals: interlocutory appeals

App.R. 11.2 lists various categories of expedited appeals that by law are entitled to priority over

other appeals. The categories are enlarged to include interlocutory victim’s rights appeals under Art. I, §

10a _of the Ohio Constitution (commonly known as “Marsy’s Law”) and its enabling legislation. These

appeals have priority over prosecutorial appeals from suppression orders.

RULE 43. Effective Date.

A)

(B)

Effeetive-date-of Original rules

Theserulesshall take The Ohio Rules of Appellate Procedure originally took effect enthe
firstday-of July 1, 1971, pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution. Fhey

tes Some rules

have been amended in succeeding years, again pursuant to the Constitution.

Effective date of amendments

Fhe-amendmentssubmitted Amendments to these rules filed hereafter by the supreme-ecourt
te Supreme Court with the general-assembly enJanuary15—1972 General Assembly

pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution, and not thereafter the subject of
a concurrent resolution of disapproval, shall take effect on the following first day of July;

1972, They shall govern all proceedings in actions brought after they take effect and also
all further proceedings in actions then pending, except to the extent that their application
in a particular action pending when the stles amendments take effect would not be feasible
or would work injustice, in which event the former procedure applies.
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OHIO RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

RULE 65.1. Civil Protection Orders.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(D) Discovery order

&  TFme:

) Discovery Order.
Discovery may be had only upon the entry of an order containing all of the
following to the extent applicable:

(1) The time and place of the discovery;

)(2) The identities of the persons permitted to be present, which shall
include any victim advocate;

)(3) Such terms and conditions deemed by the court to be necessary to
assure the safety of the Petitioner, including if applicable, maintaining the
confidentiality of the Petitioner’s address and other contact information.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

RULE 86. Effective Date.

(A)

(B)

Effective-date-of Original rules

TFheserales-shal-take The Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure originally took effect en-thefirst
day—ef July 1, 1970, pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution. Fhey

astble-or-wouldwork-injusticein-which-event-the former-procedure-apphies Some rules
have been amended in succeeding years, again pursuant to the Constitution.

Effective date of amendments
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Fhe-amendments—submitted Amendments to these rules filed hereafter by the Supreme

Court te with the General Assembly enFanvary 15,19 -enAprit 4,197 and-on-Apri
301971 pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution, and not thereafter the

subject of a concurrent resolution of disapproval, shall take effect on the following first

day of Julys7#97+. They shall govern all proceedings in actions brought after they take
effect and also all further proceedings in actions then pending, except to the extent that
the-opinton—of-the—eourt their application in a particular action pending when the rules
amendments take effect would not be feasible or would work injustice, in which event the
former procedure applies.
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OHIO RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
RULE 2. Definitions
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(Q)  “Victim” has the same meaning as provided in Chapter 2930 of the Revised Code. For

purposes of these rules, the term “victim” includes the “victim’s representative” and “victim’s
attorney,” as those terms are defined in Chapter 2930 of the Revised Code.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

CrimR.2(Q)

Subsection (Q), definition of “victim.” In that the Rules provide procedural implementation of
substantive law, the meaning of “victim” in the Rules needs to be consistent with the definitions found in
Article |, Section 10a of the Ohio Constitution and R.C. 2930.01, respectively. R.C. 2930.01(H) defines
“victim” as having “the same meaning as in Section 10a of Article | of the Ohio Constitution,” which, with
few exceptions, is “a person against whom the criminal offense or delinquent act is committed or who is
directly and proximately harmed by the commission of the offense or act.” (Art. |, Sec. 10a (D), emphasis
added). “Criminal offense” is not defined in Article I, Sec. 10a of the Ohio Constitution.

R.C. 2930.01(A) defines “criminal offense,” to include “alleged” acts or omissions —thus avoiding
any confusion between an alleged criminal offense and a criminal offense for which the defendant has
already been found quilty or adjudicated delinquent. By adopting the statutory meaning of “victim,” the
Rules also avoid confusion as to whether there can be a “victim” prior to the return of a gquilty verdict or an
adjudication of delinquency — “victim” encompasses all stages of the process and should not be interpreted
as diminishing the constitutional presumption of innocence.

RULE 2.1 Victim’s Rights and Responsibilities

(A) Whenever a victim has a right to be heard at a public proceeding, the court shall allow the
victim to address the court orally, in writing, or both. When necessary, the court shall provide the
victim with the aid of an interpreter at no expense to the victim.

(B)  Whenever these Rules reference a duty to provide notice to the victim or an opportunity
for the victim to be heard, such obligations shall not apply if the court finds that the victim has
either elected not to participate or has failed to respond to sufficient notice of their right to
participate, as provided by law.

(C)  The court shall advise the victim of their right to appeal, where applicable.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)




Crim.R. 2.1

Crim.R. 2.1 is intended to ensure that these Rules are in accord with Chapter 2930 of the Revised
Code.

Subsection (B) is consistent with R.C. 2930.03 and 2930.09 in recognizing the court’s
responsibilities to provide a victim with notice or an opportunity to be heard applies only to victims who,
after proper statutory notice, elect to be involved in the proceedings. Chapter 2930 imposes other out-of-
court notice requirements not covered within these Rules. See, e.q., R.C. 2930.16 (post-conviction notice
of modification of incarceration).

Subsection (C) requires the trial court to advise the victim of their appellate rights under R.C.
2930.19.

RULE 5. Initial Appearance, Preliminary Hearing.
(A)  Procedure upon initial appearance

When a defendant first appears before a judge or magistrate, the judge or magistrate shall
permit the accused or the accused’s counsel to read the complaint or a copy thereof, and
shall inform the defendant:

(1) Of the nature of the charge against the defendant;

(2) That the defendant has a right to counsel and the right to a reasonable
continuance in the proceedings to secure counsel, and, pursuant to Crim.R. 44, the
right to have counsel assigned without cost if the defendant is unable to employ
counsel;

3) That the defendant need make no statement and any statement made may
be used against the defendant;

4) Of the right to a preliminary hearing in a felony case, when the defendant’s
initial appearance is not pursuant to indictment;

(%) Of the right, where appropriate, to jury trial and the necessity to make
demand therefor in petty offense cases.

In addition, if the defendant has not been admitted to bail for a bailable offense, the judge
or magistrate shall admit the defendant to bail as provided #+theserales by law.

In felony cases the defendant shall not be called upon to plead either at the initial
appearance or at a preliminary hearing.

In misdemeanor cases the defendant may be called upon to plead at the initial appearance.
Where the defendant enters a plea the procedure established by Crim.R. 10 and Crim.R. 11
applies.
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[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025 Amendment)

Crim.R. 5(A) Procedure upon initial appearance

The amendment recognizes the 2023 repeal of Crim.R. 46. R.C. 2930.011 and other statutory

provisions now address bail.

RULE 7. The Indictment and the Information.

(E)

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
Bill of particulars

When the defendant makes a written request within twenty-one days after arraignment but
not later than seven days before trial, or upon court order, the prosecuting attorney shall
furnish the defendant with a bill of particulars setting up specifically the nature of the
offense eharge charged and of the conduct of the defendant alleged to constitute the offense.
A bill of particulars may be amended at any time subject to such conditions as justice
requires.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

RULE 11. Pleas, Rights Upon Plea.

(¥

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Negotiated plea cases

When a negotiated plea of guilty or no contest to one or more offenses charged or to one
or more other or lesser offenses is offered, the underlying agreement upon which the plea

is based shall be stated on the record in open court %—me—eﬁeﬂHeqbﬂfed—mee}e—I—

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

RULE 12.  Pleadings and Motions Before Trial: Defenses and Objections.
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(K)

(L)

(M)

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
Appeal by state

When the state takes an appeal as provided by law from an order suppressing or excluding
evidence, or from an order directing pretrial disclosure of evidence, the prosecuting
attorney shall certify that both of the following apply:

(1) the appeal is not taken for the purpose of delay;

(2) the ruling on the motion or motions has rendered the state's proof with
respect to the pending charge so weak in its entirety that any reasonable possibility
of effective prosecution has been destroyed, or the pretrial disclosure of evidence
ordered by the court will have one of the effects enumerated in Crim.R. 16(D).

The appeal from an order suppressing or excluding evidence shall not be allowed unless
the notice of appeal and the certification by the prosecuting attorney are filed with the clerk
of the trial court within seven days after the date of the entry of the judgment or order
granting the motion. Any appeal taken under this rule shall be prosecuted diligently.

If the defendant previously has not been released, the defendant shall, except in capital
cases, be released from custody on the defendant’s own recognizance pending appeal when
the prosecuting attorney files the notice of appeal and certification.

Fhis-appeal-shall-take precedence-overall- otherappeals:

If an appeal from an order suppressing or excluding evidence pursuant to this division
results in an affirmance of the trial court, the state shall be barred from prosecuting the
defendant for the same offense or offenses except upon a showing of newly discovered
evidence that the state could not, with reasonable diligence, have discovered before filing
of the notice of appeal.

Moetions-by alleged Motion practice by a victim

To the extent required by Article l-Seetion10a-of the- Ohio-Constitution-orby-the Revised
Cede law, the court shall allow an-alleged the victim efthe-erime to file pretrial motions

in accordance with the time parameters in subsection (D) and to respond to any motion
filed by either the prosecution or the defendant within a time prescribed by the court.

Appeal by victim

An interlocutory appeal by or on behalf of the victim as provided by law shall not be
allowed unless the notice of appeal is filed with the clerk of the trial court within fourteen
days after notice of the judgment or order being appealed was provided to the victim
pursuant to law.




Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Crim.R. 12(L) Motion practice by a victim

Crim.R. 12(L)’s language regarding a victim’s ability to file or respond to motions is limited to issues
directly implicating the victim’s rights as enumerated in Ohio Const., Art. I, Section 10a. See R.C.

2930.19(B)(1).
Crim.R. 12(M) Appeal by victim

) Crim.R.12(M) applies only when a victim has a constitutional or statutory right to appeal, i.e. where
the availability of an appeal is provided by law. Crim.R 12(M) also provides that a victim’s appeal must be
initiated by a timely filing with the clerk of the trial court.

RULE 16. Discovery and Inspection.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(L) Regulation of discovery

(1) The trial court may make orders regulating discovery not inconsistent with this rule.
If at any time during the course of the proceedings it is brought to the attention of the court
that a party has failed to comply with this rule or with an order issued pursuant to this rule,
the court may order such party to permit the discovery or inspection, grant a continuance,
or prohibit the party from introducing in evidence the material not disclosed, or it may
make such other order as it deems just under the circumstances.

(2) The trial court specifically may regulate the time, place, and manner of a pro se
defendant’s access to any discoverable material not to exceed the scope of this rule.

3) In cases in which the attorney-client relationship is terminated prior to trial for any
reason, any material that is designated “counsel only”, or limited in dissemination by
protective order, must be returned to the state. Any work product derived from said
material shall not be provided to the defendant.

(4) To the extent required by Artiele ,-Seetton10a-of the Ohto-Constitution-orby-the
Revised-Ceode law, the trial court shall allow an-aleged the victim efthe-erimne,whe-hasse

requested; to be heard regarding objections to pretrial disclosure.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Crim.R. 16(L)(4)




Crim.R. 16(L)(4) recognizes the victim’s right to be heard regarding discovery matters where a
victim’s rights under the Revised Code or Ohio Const., Art. I, Sec. 10a are implicated. See, e.g., R.C.
2930.07 (victim may object to documents or information in a document, or certain audio or video recordings

in cases mvolvrnq V|olat|ons of protection orders offenses of V|olence or sex offenses) R—G—2—93&974

weufel—be—enreasenable—er—eperesswe%— R C. 2930 072 (vrctrm may refuse to do an |nterV|ew that is
conducted by the defendant, the defendant's attorney, or an agent of the defendant).

RULE 32. Sentence.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(B) Notification to defendant of right to appeal

(1) After imposing sentence in a serious offense that has gone to trial, the court shall
advise the defendant that the defendant has a right to appeal the conviction.

(2) After imposing sentence in a serious offense, the court shall advise the defendant
of the defendant’s right, where applicable, to appeal or to seek leave to appeal the sentence

imposed.

3) If a right to appeal or a right to seek leave to appeal applies under division (B)(1)
or (B)(2) of this rule, the court also shall advise the defendant of all of the following:

(a) That if the defendant is unable to pay the cost of an appeal, the defendant
has the right to appeal without payment;

(b) That if the defendant is unable to obtain counsel for an appeal, counsel will
be appointed without cost;

(©) That if the defendant is unable to pay the costs of documents necessary to
an appeal, the documents will be provided without cost;

(d) That the defendant has a right to have a notice of appeal timely filed on his
or her behalf.

Upon defendant's request, the court shall forthwith appoint counsel for appeal.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]



RULE 32.2. Presentence Investigation.

Unless the defendant and the prosecutor in the case agree to waive the presentence investigation
report, the court shall, in felony cases, order a presentence investigation and report before imposing
community control sanctions or granting probation. The court may order a presentence
investigation report notwithstanding the agreement to waive the report. In misdemeanor cases the
court may order a presentence investigation before granting probation.

The investigative report, or portions thereof, shall be available to the parties and the victim as
provided by law. The reasons for any redaction of portions of the report shall be stated on the
record.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Crim. R. 32.2

The Rule has been amended in accord with R.C. 2930.131(A) and provides simultaneous
availability to the prosecutor assigned to the case.

RULE 32.3. Revocation of Probation.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(A) Hearing

The court shall not impose a prison term for violation of the conditions of a community
control sanction or revoke probation except after a hearing at which the defendant shall be

present and apprised of the grounds on which action is proposed. Fhe-defendant-may-be
mitted to_bail line hearine.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(E) Victim’s opportunity to be heard

In the event a violation is found and the court proceeds to sentencing, the victim shall have
the same opportunity to be heard as provided under Crim.R. 32(A).

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]



RULE 59. Effective Date.

(A)

(B)

Effective-date-of Original rules

TFheserales shall-take The Ohio Rules of Criminal Procedure originally took effect en July
1, 1973 pursuant to Art1c1e IV, Sectlon 5 of the Ohio Constltutlon e*eept—fer—m}es—ef

mjﬁsﬁe%m—w%eh—eveﬁt—tk%feﬂﬂer—pfeeeéﬁ%appkes Some rules have been amended in

succeeding years, again pursuant to the Constitution.

Effective date of amendments

Fheamendmentssubmitted Amendments to these rules filed hereafter by the supreme-court
te Supreme Court with the general-assembly-enJanuvary101975 General Assembly
pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution, and not thereafter the subject of
a concurrent resolution of disapproval, shall take effect on the following first day of July
+1975. They shall govern all proceedings in actions brought after they take effect and also
all further proceedings in actions then pending, except to the extent that their application
in a particular action pending when the amendments take effect would not be feasible or
would work injustice, in which event the former procedure applies.

(C)  Effective date of amendments



1238
1239
1240
1241
1242
1243
1244
1245
1246
1247
1248
1249
1250
1251
1252
1253
1254
1255
1256
1257
1258
1259
1260
1261
1262
1263
1264
1265
1266
1267
1268
1269
1270
1271
1272
1273
1274
1275
1276
1277
1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283




1284
1285
1286
1287
1288
1289
1290
1291
1292
1293
1294
1295
1296
1297
1298
1299
1300
1301
1302
1303
1304
1305
1306
1307
1308
1309
1310
1311
1312
1313
1314
1315
1316
1317
1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328




1329
1330
1331
1332
1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353
1354
1355
1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368
1369
1370
1371
1372
1373




1374
1375
1376
1377
1378
1379
1380
1381
1382
1383
1384
1385
1386
1387
1388
1389
1390
1391
1392
1393
1394
1395
1396
1397
1398
1399
1400
1401
1402
1403
1404
1405
1406
1407
1408
1409
1410
1411
1412
1413
1414
1415
1416
1417
1418




1419
1420
1421
1422
1423
1424
1425
1426
1427
1428
1429
1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1460
1461
1462
1463




1464
1465
1466
1467
1468
1469
1470
1471
1472
1473
1474
1475
1476
1477
1478
1479
1480
1481
1482
1483
1484
1485
1486
1487
1488
1489
1490
1491
1492
1493
1494
1495
1496
1497
1498
1499
1500
1501
1502
1503
1504
1505
1506
1507
1508




1509
1510
1511
1512
1513
1514
1515
1516
1517
1518
1519
1520
1521
1522
1523
1524
1525
1526
1527
1528
1529
1530
1531
1532
1533
1534
1535
1536
1537
1538
1539
1540
1541
1542
1543
1544
1545
1546
1547




1548
1549
1550
1551
1552
1553
1554
1555
1556
1557
1558
1559
1560
1561
1562
1563
1564
1565
1566
1567
1568
1569
1570
1571
1572
1573
1574
1575
1576
1577
1578
1579
1580
1581
1582
1583
1584
1585
1586
1587
1588
1589
1590
1591
1592
1593
1594

OHIO RULES OF EVIDENCE

RULE 615. Separation and Exclusion of Witnesses.

(B)

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

This rule does not authorize exclusion of any of the following persons from the hearing:
(1) A party who is a natural person;

(2) An officer or employee of a party that is not a natural person designated as its
representative by its attorney;

3) A person whose presence is shown by a party to be essential to the presentation of
the party’s cause;

4) In a criminal proceeding, an-alleged a victim of the charged offense to the extent
that the alleged victim’s presence is authorized by statute enacted by the General Assembly
or by the Ohio Constitution. As used in this rule, “victim” has the same meaning as
provided in Chapter 2930 of the Revised Code.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

RULE 1102. Effective Date.

(A)

(B)

Effective-date of Original rules

Fheserulesshall-take The Ohio Rules of Evidence originally took effect en-the-first-day-of

July 1, 1980, pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution. Fheygoveranalt

weﬂﬁﬂjﬂsﬁee—m—w%eh—evem—fem&er—ewdeﬂﬁaﬁ—mles—aﬁpﬁ Some rules have been

amended in succeeding vears, again pursuant to the Constitution.

Effective date of amendments

The-amendments—submitted Amendments to these rules filed hereafter by the Supreme
Court with the General Assembly enJanuary+H4198and-onApri 29198+ pursuant to
Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution, and not thereafter the subject of a concurrent
resolution of disapproval, shall take effect on the following first day of July 5398+. They
shall govern all further proceedings in actions then pending, except to the extent that their
application in a particular action pending when the amendments take effect would not be
feasible or would work injustice, in which event the former procedure applies.
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OHIO RULES OF JUVENILE PROCEDURE
RULE 2. Definitions.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(WW) “Victim” has the same meaning as provided in Chapter 2930 of the
Revised Code. For purposes of these rules, the term “victim” includes the

“victim’s representative” and “victim’s attorney.” as those terms are defined in
Chapter 2930 of the Revised Code.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R.2 Subsection (WW), definition of “victim.”

In that the Rules provide procedural implementation of substantive law, the meaning of “victim” in
the Rules needs to be consistent with the definitions found in Article I, Section 10a of the Ohio Constitution
and R.C. 2930.01, respectively. R.C. 2930.01(H) defines “victim” as having “the same meaning as in
Section 10 of Article | of the Ohio Constitution,” which, with few exceptions, is “a person against whom the
criminal _offense or delinquent act is committed or who is directly and proximately harmed by the
commission of the offense or act.” (Art. I, Sec. 10a (D), emphasis added). “Criminal-offense Delinquent
act” is not defined in Article |, Sec. 10a of the Ohio Constitution.

R.C. 2930.01(A O) defines “criminal-offense delinquent act,” to include “alleged” acts or omissions
thus avoiding any confusion between an alleged criminaloffense delinquent act and a criminal coffense
delinquent act for which the defendant juvenile has already been found-guiltyor adjudicated delinquent. By
adopting the statutory definition of “victim,” the Rules also avoid confusion as to whether there can be a
“victim” prior to the return of a guilty verdict or an adjudication of delinquency — “victim” encompasses all
stages of the process and should not be interpreted as diminishing the constitutional presumption of
innocence.

RULE 3. Waiver of Rights.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

) A victim who fails to request initial notice pursuant to law, or who later opts out of
receiving notices, may resubmit their request to receive notices at any time, as provided by law.

RULE 4. Assistance of Counsel; Guardian Ad Litem.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(H) Victim’s Attorney

Victims may retain an attorney to assert their constitutional and statutory rights. Counsel
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RULE 7.

(F)

will not be appointed for victims, except pursuant to Revised Code 2907.02(F), as

provided by law.

Detention and Shelter Care.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Detention hearing

(1)

)

3)

(4)

Hearing: time; notice

When a child has been admitted to detention or shelter care, a detention hearing
shall be held promptly, not later than seventy-two hours after the child is placed
in detention or shelter care or the next court day, whichever is earlier, to determine
whether detention or shelter care is required. Reasonable oral or written notice of
the time, place, and purpose of the detention hearing shall be given to the child
and to the parents, guardian, or other custodian if that person or those persons can
be found, and to the victim pursuant to law.

Hearing: advisement of rights

Prior to the hearing, the court shall inform the parties of the right to counsel and
to appointed counsel if indigent and the child's right to remain silent with respect
to any allegation of a juvenile traffic offense, delinquency, or unruliness.

Hearing procedure

The court may consider any evidence, including the reports filed by the person
who brought the child to the facility and the admissions officer, without regard to
formal rules of evidence. Unless it appears from the hearing that the child's
detention or shelter care is required under division (A) of this rule, and except as
provided in division (F)(4) of this rule, the court shall order the child's release to
a parent, guardian, or custodian. Whenever abuse, neglect, or dependency is
alleged, the court shall determine whether there are any appropriate relatives of
the child who are willing to be temporary custodians and, if so, appoint an
appropriate relative as the temporary custodian of the child. The court shall make
a reasonable efforts determination in accordance with Juv.R. 27(B)(1). The
victim, if present, has the right to be heard orally, in writing, or both, on the
conditions of release.

Release of child; serious youthful offender

With respect to a child alleged to be or adjudicated a serious youthful offender,
the juvenile court shall set the terms and conditions for release of the child.



(5) Notice to victim

The prosecutor shall notify a victim of court orders pertaining to the detention or
release of the child or any modifications to the conditions of release if requested
by the victim. If the prosecutor is not involved in this stage of the proceeding, the
court shall notify a victim of court orders pertaining to the detention or release of
a child or any modifications to the conditions of release if requested by the victim.

(G) Rehearing
(1)  Ifaparent, guardian, or custodian did not receive notice of the initial hearing and
did not appear or waive appearance at the hearing, the court shall rehear the matter
promptly. After a child is placed in shelter eare or detention care, any party and the
guardian ad litem of the child may file a motion with the court requesting that the child
be released from detention or shelter care. Upon the filing of the motion, the court shall
hold a hearing within seventy-two hours.
2) When required by law to rehear the matter of an alleged delinquent’s release, The
the court shall alse-rehear-the-matter do so promptly upen-thereguest-ofa—vietimwhe
reguested-notice-of the-hearme but-did notrecetveit.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 7(F)(1)
The language of Section (F)(1) is in accord with R.C. 2930.05.

Juv.R. 7(G)(2)

The language of Section (G)(2) is in reference to the procedures outlined in R.C. 2930.05(B)(1).

RULE 11. Transfer to Another County.

A)

Residence in another county; transfer optional

If the child resides in a county of this state and the proceeding is commenced in a court
of another county, that court, on its own motion or a motion of a party, may transfer the
proceeding to the county of the child's residence upon the filing of the complaint or after
the adjudicatory or dispositional hearing for such further proceeding as required. The
prosecutor shall inform the court either orally or in writing of the victim’s position. The
court may set the matter for hearing to provide the victim an opportunity to be heard
before making the transfer decision.
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The court of the child's residence shall then proceed as if the original complaint had been
filed in that court. Transfer may also be made if the residence of the child changes.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(E) Notification to victims

RULE 17.

(D)

VMictims—who-have submitted the vietim’srishts forms Whenever a victim has requested

notification as provided by law, they shall be notified of a transfer er-other+rulinssand

ordersmadethereto.

Subpoena.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Protection of persons subject to subpoenas

(1)

A party or an attorney responsible for the issuance and service of a subpoena

shall take reasonable steps to avoid imposing undue burden or expense on a person
subject to that subpoena.

2)

)

(a) A person commanded to produce under division (A)(1)(b)(ii), (iii), or (iv)
of this rule is not required to appear in person at the place of production or
inspection unless commanded to attend and give testimony at a trial, hearing,
proceeding, or deposition.

(b) Subject to division (E)(2) of this rule, a person commanded to produce
under division (A)(1)(b)(ii), (ii1), or (iv) of this rule may serve upon the party or
attorney designated in the subpoena written objections to production. The
objections must be served within fourteen days after service of the subpoena or
before the time specified for compliance if that time is less than fourteen days
after service. If objection is made, the party serving the subpoena shall not be
entitled to production except pursuant to an order of the court that issued the
subpoena. If objection has been made, the party serving the subpoena, upon
notice to the person commanded to produce, may move at any time for an order
to compel the production. An order to compel production shall protect any person
who is not a party or an officer of a party from significant expense resulting from
the production commanded.

On timely motion, the court from which the subpoena was issued shall quash or

modify the subpoena, or order appearance or production only under specified conditions,
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if the subpoena does any of the following:
(a) Fails to allow reasonable time to comply;

(b) Requires disclosure of privileged or otherwise protected matter and no
exception or waiver applies;

(c) Requires disclosure of a fact known or opinion held by an expert not
retained or specially employed by any party in anticipation of litigation or
preparation for trial if the fact or opinion does not describe specific events or
occurrences in dispute and results from study by that expert that was not made at
the request of any party;

(d) Subjects a person to undue burden.

4) Before filing a motion pursuant to division (D)(3)(d) of this rule, a person
resisting discovery under this rule shall attempt to resolve any claim of undue burden
through discussions with the issuing attorney. A motion filed pursuant to division
(D)(3)(d) of this rule shall be supported by an affidavit of the subpoenaed person or a
certificate of that person's attorney of the efforts made to resolve any claim of undue
burden.

(%) If a motion is made under division (D)(3)(c) or (D)(3)(d) of this rule, the court
shall quash or modify the subpoena unless the party in whose behalf the subpoena is
issued shows a substantial need for the testimony or material that cannot be otherwise
met without undue hardship and assures that the person to whom the subpoena is
addressed will be reasonably compensated.

(6) Records of or concerning the victim may be produced as permitted by the
Revised-Code law.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

RULE 20. Service and Filing of Papers When Required Subsequent to Filing of
Complaint.

Service: when required



Written notices, requests for discovery, designation of record on appeal and written
motions, other than those which are heard ex parte, and similar papers shall be served
upon each of the parties. When a victim files a notice of appearance, copies of all notices
and motions where a victim’s rights may be at issue, and court orders filed thereafter,
shall be served upon the victim in the same manner as the parties in the case.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 20(A) Service: when required

The language concerning notice of appearance follows the statutory language in R.C. 2930.191.

Method of service, e.q. instructions filed with the clerk; e-file instructions to the clerk; address of counsel,

regular mail should be governed by local rule.

RULE 22. Pleadings and Motions; Defenses and Objections.

(A)

(G)

Pleadings and motions

Pleadings in juvenile proceedings shall be the complaint and the answer, if any, filed by
a party. A party may move to dismiss the complaint or for other appropriate relief. If the
court dismisses the complaint prior to involvement of the prosecutor, and notice has been
requested by the victim, the court must notify the victim of the dismissal.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Metions Motion practice by alleged a victim

i 5 The trial court shall allow the an-alleged victim ef-a—erime to file
pretrial motions in accordance with the time parameters in subsection (E) of this rule and
to respond within a time proscribed by the court to any motion filed by either the
prosecutor or the child alleged to be delinquent where a victim’s rights may be at issue.

Appeal by victim

An interlocutory appeal or an extraordinary writ may be filed as provided by law no later
than fourteen days after notice of the judement entry or decision denying the enforcement
of the victim’s rights.

RULE 23. Continuance.

Continuances shall be granted only when imperative to secure fair treatment for the parties.
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In delinquency proceedings, if a court receives a motion, request, or agreement for a continuance
of the case that may result in a delay of the prosecution of the case, the prosecutor must inform
the victim if notice has been requested. If the victim objects to the delay in the prosecution of
the case, the court may grant a continuance only if the delay in the prosecution of the case is
reasonable under the circumstances or is otherwise in the interest of justice. If granted, the court
shall state on the record or in a written order the specific reason for the continuance.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 23

While the granting of a continuance is normally considered a procedural matter over which the
rules of procedure supersede any relevant statutory provisions, the Commission believes that the General
Assembly’s comprehensive codification of Marsy’s Law must be a priority consideration for judges
considering continuances. The rule defers to the Revised Code in those instances where a continuance
is being considered over a victim’s objection. See R.C. 2930.08(C).

RULE 24. Discovery.
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
(B)  Order granting discovery: limitations; sanctions

If a request for discovery is refused, application may be made to the court for a written
order granting the discovery. Motions for discovery shall certify that a request for
discovery has been made and refused. An order granting discovery may make such
discovery reciprocal for all parties to the proceeding, including the party requesting
discovery. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (A), the court may deny, in
whole or part, or otherwise limit or set conditions on the discovery authorized by such
subdivision, upon its own motion, or upon a showing by a party or a victim upon whom
a request for discovery is made that granting discovery may jeopardize the safety of a
party, victim, witness, or confidential informant, result in the production of perjured
testimony or evidence, endanger the existence of physical evidence, violate a privileged
communication, or impede the criminal prosecution of a minor as an adult or of an adult
charged with an offense arising from the same transaction or occurrence.

(C)  Failure to comply

If at any time during the course of the proceedings it is brought to the attention of the
court that a person has failed to comply with an order issued pursuant to this rule, the
court may grant a continuance, prohibit the person from introducing in evidence the
material not disclosed, or enter such other order as it deems just under the circumstances.

(D)  Rights of alleged victims
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To the extent required by Artiele ,-Seetion10a-of the Ohio-Constitutionorby-the Revised
Cede law, the trial court shall allow an-aHeged the victim efaerime; whe-hasserequested;

to be heard regarding objections to pretrial disclosure when the victim’s rights may be at
issue.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 24(D)

Rule 24(D) is consistent with Art. I, § 10a of the Ohio Constitution, R.C. 2930.07-2930-074. and
2930.072 on privacy of victims concerning case documents, subpoena, and interviews.

RULE 26. Victim’s Rights of Alleged-Vietims of-erime and Responsibilities.

(A) Whenever a victim has a right to be heard at a public proceeding, the court shall allow the

victim to address the court orally, in writing. or both. Whenneecessary As provided by law, the
court shall provide the victim with the aid of an interpreter at no expense to the victim.

(B) Whenever these Rules reference a duty to provide notice to the victim or an opportunity
to be heard, such obligations shall not apply if the court finds that the victim has either elected
not to participate or has failed to respond to sufficient notice of their right to participate, as
provided by law.

(C) The court shall advise the victim of their right to appeal where; applicable.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 26

Juv.R. 26 is intended to ensure that these Rules are in accord with Chapter 2930 of the Revised
Code.

Section (B) is consistent with R.C. 2930.03 and 2930.09 in recognizing the court’s responsibilities
to provide a victim with notice or an opportunity to be heard applies only to victims who, after proper




statutory notice, elect to be involved in the proceedings. Chapter 2930 imposes other out-of-court notice
requirements not covered within these Rules. See, e.q., R.C. 2930.16 (post-conviction notice of
modification of incarceration).

Section (C) requires the trial court to advise the victim of their appellate rights under R.C. 2930.19.

RULE 27. Hearings: General.
(A) General provisions

Unless otherwise stated in this rule, the juvenile court may conduct its hearings in an
informal manner and may adjourn its hearings from time to time.

The court may excuse the attendance of the child at the hearing in neglect, dependency,
or abuse cases.

(1) Public access to hearings
In serious youthful offender proceedings, hearings shall be open to the
public. In all other proceedings, the court may exclude the general public

from any hearing, but may not exclude either any of the following:

(a) Persons with a direct interest in the case including the victim;

(b) Persons who demonstrate, at a hearing, a countervailing
right to be present.

(2) Separation of juvenile and adult cases

Cases involving children shall be heard separate and apart from the trial of
cases against adults, except for cases involving chronic or habitual truancy.

3) Jury trials

The court shall hear and determine all cases of children without a jury,
except for the adjudication of a serious youthful offender complaint,
indictment, or information in which trial by jury has not been waived.

(B) Special provisions for abuse, neglect, and dependency proceedings

(1) In any proceeding involving abuse, neglect, or dependency at which the court
removes a child from the child’s home or continues the removal of a child from the child’s
home, or in a proceeding where the court orders detention, the court shall determine

whether the person who filed the complaint 1#+the-ease-and removed-the-childfrom-the



Juv.R. 27(C)

Subsection (C) provides the court with the ability to accommodate the privacy concerns of victims

ehild’s-home has custody of the child or will be given custody and has made reasonable
efforts to do any of the following:

(a) Prevent the removal of the child from the child’s home;
(b) Eliminate the continued removal of the child from the child’s home;
(©) Make it possible for the child to return home.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

Testimony by victim

The court must conduct an in-camera hearing if a victim refuses to testify about personal

information including their residential address. If the court finds the information

necessary, the court shall proceed according to law.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Testimony by victim

within the parameters of the Revised Code, Ohio Const., Art. |, Sec. 16 (public’s right to open courts), and

State ex rel. Cincinnati Enquirer v. Bloom, Slip-Opinion-No- 2024-Ohio-5029.

RULE 29.

(B)

Adjudicatory Hearing.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
Advisement and findings at the commencement of the hearing

At the beginning of the hearing, the court shall do all of the following:

(D Ascertain whether notice requirements have been complied with and, if
not, whether the affected parties; and victim waive compliance;

) Inform the parties of the substance of the complaint, the purpose of the
hearing, and possible consequences of the hearing, including the possibility that
the cause may be transferred to the appropriate adult court under Juv.R. 30 where
the complaint alleges that a child fourteen years of age or over is delinquent by
conduct that would constitute a felony if committed by an adult;

3) Inform unrepresented parties of their right to counsel and determine if
those parties are waiving their right to counsel;
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“4) Appoint counsel for any unrepresented party under Juv.R. 4(A) who does
not waive the right to counsel;

(5) Inform any unrepresented party who waives the right to counsel of the
right: to obtain counsel at any stage of the proceedings, to remain silent, to offer
evidence, to cross-examine witnesses, and, upon request, to have a record of all
proceedings made, at public expense if indigent.

6) Inquire of the prosecutor if the victim requested to confer and whether
the prosecutor conferred and gave timely notice to the victim if requested. If the
victim is not present and the court determines that timely notice was not given to
the victim, the prosecutor failed to confer with the victim, or the victim was not
adequately informed of the nature of the proceeding, the court shall neither
accept a plea nor amend or dismiss a complaint and must continue the hearing.
The matter may proceed if the prosecutor states the victim has been appropriately
notified, is not reachable, or is uncooperative.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
Procedure upon determination of the issues

Upon the determination of the issues, the court shall do one of the following:

(1) If the allegations of the complaint, indictment, or information were not
proven, dismiss the complaint;

(2) If the allegations of the complaint, indictment, or information are admitted

or proven, do any one of the following, unless—precluded—by—statute after

compliance with Article I, Section 10a of the Ohio Constitution and all provisions
in the Revised Code setting forth victim rights:

(a) Enter an adjudication and proceed forthwith to disposition;

(b) Enter an adjudication and continue the matter for disposition for
not more than six months and may make appropriate temporary orders;

() Postpone entry of adjudication for not more than six months;

(d) Dismiss the complaint if dismissal is in the best interest of the child
and the community.

3) Upon request make written findings of fact and conclusions of law
pursuant to Civ.R. 52.

(4) Ascertain whether the child should remain or be placed in shelter care until
the dispositional hearing in an abuse, neglect, or dependency proceeding. In



2339 making a shelter care determination, the court shall make written finding of facts
2340 with respect to reasonable efforts in accordance with the provisions in Juv.R.
2341 27(B)(1) and to relative placement in accordance with Juv.R. 7(F)(3).

2342

2343 (%) To the extent required by Article I, Section 10a of the Ohio Constitution or
2344 by the Revised Code, before disposition, allow an alleged victim efa-erime to be
2345 heard.
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2365
2366
2367
2368
2369
2370
2371  RULE 32. Social History; Physical Examination; Mental Examination; Investigation
2372 Involving the Allocation of Parental Rights and Responsibilities for the Care of Children.
2373

2374 [Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
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2376 (E) Predisposition Investigation and Report
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The predisposition report shall be made available to the parties and the victim, as provided
by law. The copy made available to the victim must be redacted of the delinquent child’s
sensitive, confidential, or otherwise protected information.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 32(E) Predisposition Investigation and Report

The Rule has been amended in accord with R.C. 2930.131(A) and provides simultaneous

availability to the prosecutor assigned to the case.

RULE 34.  Dispositional Hearing.

(B)

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]
Hearing procedure
The hearing shall be conducted in the following manner:

(D The judge or magistrate who presided at the adjudicatory hearing shall,
if possible, preside;

) Except as provided in division (I) of this rule, the court may admit
evidence that is material and relevant, including, but not limited to, hearsay,
opinion, and documentary evidence;

3) Medical examiners and each investigator who prepared a social history
shall not be cross-examined, except upon consent of all parties, for good cause
shown, or as the court in its discretion may direct. Any party may offer evidence
supplementing, explaining, or disputing any information contained in the social
history or other reports that may be used by the court in determining disposition.

4 To the extent required by Artiele F-Seetion10a-of the-Ohio-Constitution

or-by-the Revised-Cede law, before disposition, the trial court shall allow an
alleged a victim ef-a—erime to be heard, in writing, orally, or both during the

proceeding.




[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

(K) Advisement of victims

Prior to or at the conclusion of the dispositional hearing, the court shall advise the victim
of the right to receive notice upon request, and if present, to be heard at any proceedings
to terminate or modify the terms of probation or community control of an adjudicated
delinquent if the change would affect the delinquent’s contact with or the safety of the
victim, restitution, or confinement status.

Proposed Staff Note (July 1, 2025, Amendment)

Juv.R. 34(K) Advisement of victims

This advisement may be addressed by local rule to provide a copy or notice of filing of the
dispositional order which contains a written advisement to the victim of his/her post-dispositional rights
above.

RULE 35. Proceedings After Judgment.

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space]

RULE 47. Effective Dates.

(A)  Effeetive-date-of Original rules
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(B)

Theserules-shall-take The Ohio Rules of Juvenile Procedure originally took effect en-the
firstday-of July 1, 1972, pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Ohio Constitution. Some
rules have been amended in succeeding years, again pursuant to the Constitution. Fhey

Effeetive-date Date of amendments

Fhe-amendments submitted Amendments to these rules filed hereafter by the Supreme
Court enJanuary12,1973+te with the General Assembly pursuant to Article IV, Section
5 of the Ohio Constitution, and not thereafter the subject of a concurrent resolution of

disapproval, shall take effect on the following first day of July;+973. They shall govern all
proceedings in actions brought after they take effect and also all further proceedings in
actions then pending, except to the extent that their application in a particular action
pending when the amendments take effect would not be feasible or would work injustice,
in which event the former procedure applies.
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