[Cite as State v. Howze, 2001-Ohio-4075.]

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
FIRST APPELLATE DISTRICT OF OHIO
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

STATE OF OHIOQ, : APPEAL NO. C-010430
TRIAL NO. B-722429
Plaintiff-Appellant,
JUDGMENT ENTRY.
Vs.
SANDRA HOWZE,

Defendant-Appellee.

{11} This appeal, considered on the accelerated calendar under App.R. 11.1(E)
and Loc.R. 12, is not controlling authority except as provided in S.Ct.R.Rep.Op. 2(G)(1).

{12} Plaintiff-appellant, the state of Ohio, appeals from the June 6, 2001, order of
the trial court granting defendant-appellee Sandra Howze’s application for expungement of
her criminal record. The record reflects that, in 1971, Howze was convicted of welfare
fraud, and that, in 1972, she was convicted of drug possession. The sole assignment of error
is well taken, as Howze was not a “first offender” within the meaning of the statute
authorizing expungement for first offenders, and the trial court did not have jurisdiction to
grant the expungement.*

{13} Therefore, the judgment of the trial court is reversed.

! See R.C. 2953.31; State v. Coleman (1997), 117 Ohio App.3d 726, 691 N.E.2d 369.



{4} Further, a certified copy of this Judgment Entry shall constitute the mandate,

which shall be sent to the trial court under App.R. 27. Costs shall be taxed under App.R. 24.

DoaAN, P.J., HILDEBRANDT and WINKLER, JJ.

To the Clerk:

Enter upon the Journal of the Court on December 12, 2001

per order of the Court

Presiding Judge
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