
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 
 
 

In re: 
 
Complaint against  Case No. 2022-036 
 
Esmeralda Fleming 
 
 Respondent 
 
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
 
 Relator 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION OF DEFAULT 
 
 
 
 
Esmeralda Fleming (0066287) 
P. O. Box 110152 
Cleveland, Ohio 44111-2739 
(216) 333-8555 
missfleming70@aol.com  
 
 
 
Richard A. Dove (0020256) 
Director 
Ohio Board of Professional Conduct 
65 South Front Street, 5th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 387-9370 
rick.dove@bpc.ohio.gov  

Christopher J. Klasa (0083467) 
Bar Counsel 
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
1375 East Ninth Street, Second Floor 
Superior Room 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 696-3525 
cklasa@clemetrobar.org  
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 
 
In re: 
 
Complaint against      CERTIFICATION OF DEFAULT 
 
Esmeralda Fleming 
 
 Respondent 
 
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
 
 Relator 

Gov. Bar R. V, Section 14 
 

 
 
 Pursuant to Rule V, Section 14, of the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the 

Bar of Ohio, I hereby certify that the respondent in the above-captioned matter has failed to file 

an answer to the formal complaint certified to the Ohio Board of Professional Conduct on 

August 31, 2022. 

 Attached to this certification is an affidavit setting forth the attempts to serve the 

complaint on the respondent and copies of documents referenced in the affidavit. 

 

Richard A. Dove 
Director 
Board of Professional Conduct 

  



STATE OF OHIO 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Richard A. Dove, having been duly sworn according to the laws of Ohio, hereby depose and say: 

1. I am the Director of the Board of Professional Conduct of the Supreme Court of Ohio
(“Board”).  Pursuant to Rule V of the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the
Bar of Ohio, I am responsible for serving certified disciplinary complaints on the
parties and maintaining the records of cases certified to the Board.

2. On August 31, 2022, a formal complaint was certified to the Board in the case of
Cleveland Metro. Bar Assn. v. Esmeralda Fleming, Case No. 2022-036.  Pursuant to
Gov. Bar R. V, Section 11, a notice and copy of the complaint were sent via email to
the respondent at missfleming70@aol.com, the electronic service address maintained
by the Supreme Court Office of Attorney Services.

3. Respondent did not reply to or otherwise acknowledge receipt of the service email.  As
a result, the Clerk of the Supreme Court accepted service on behalf of Respondent on
September 19, 2022.

4. On September 21, 2022, a notice of intent to certify the respondent’s default was sent
via email to Respondent at the email address listed in ¶2 of this affidavit and via
certified mail to the address listed in Respondent’s attorney registration record.

5. As of the date of this affidavit, Respondent has not filed an answer to the certified
complaint or otherwise responded to the certification or notice of intent.

6. Attached to this affidavit are true and accurate copies of the following:

a. The formal complaint certified to the Board on August 31, 2022
(Attachment A);

b. The certification of service issued by the Clerk of the Supreme Court of
Ohio on September 19, 2022 (Attachment B);

c. The notice of intent sent to Respondent on September 21, 2022 (Attachment
C).
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Attachment A

















Attachment B



65 SOUTH FRONT STREET, 5TH FLOOR, COLUMBUS, OH 43215-3431 
Telephone:  614.387.9370 Fax: 614.387.9379 

www.bpc.ohio.gov 

PATRICIA A. WISE  
CHAIR 

RICHARD A. DOVE 
DIRECTOR  

HON. D. CHRIS COOK 
VICE- CHAIR 

D. ALLAN ASBURY
SENIOR COUNSEL

KRISTI R. MCANAUL 
COUNSEL 

September 21, 2022 

Esmeralda Fleming 
P O Box 110152 
Cleveland, OH 44111-2739 

Re:  Cleveland Metro. Bar Assn. v. Esmeralda  Fleming, Case No. 2022-036 

Dear Ms. Fleming: 

On August 31, 2022, the Board of Professional Conduct certified a formal complaint 
naming you as the respondent in the above-captioned disciplinary matter.  A copy of the enclosed 
complaint was sent to you via email at missfleming70@aol.com, and you neither acknowledged 
receipt of the email nor filed a timely answer.  Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 27(B), the 
complaint was served on the Clerk of the Supreme Court, and the Clerk accepted service on 
September 19, 2022.  As of the date of this letter, the Board has not received your answer to the 
formal complaint or a motion to extend the time for filing an answer. 

Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 14, you are hereby notified that the Board will certify 
your default to the Supreme Court fourteen days from the date of this letter.  To avoid certification 
of default, you must file an answer to the formal complaint with the Board prior to the expiration 
of the fourteen-day period.  No extension of time to file an answer is authorized by the rule.  

Please note that the certification of default may result in your immediate suspension from 
the practice law by the Supreme Court of Ohio. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Dove 
Enclosure 
cc: Relator’s counsel (via email) 

Attachment C
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