
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

STATE OF OHIO ex rel. : Case No.:                                    
KATRINA D. KEITH :
810 Pine Street :
Ironton, Ohio 45638 :

: Expedited Election Matter
Relator, : Under S. Ct. Prac. R. X § 9

:
v. : ORIGINAL ACTION

: IN PROHIBITION
LAWRENCE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS :
111 S. Fourth Street : ALTERNATIVE WRIT
Ironton, Ohio 45638 : REQUESTED

:
CRAIG A. ALLEN, Chairman :
Lawrence County Board of Elections :
111 S. Fourth Street :
Ironton, Ohio 45638 :

:
RANDALL L. LAMBERT, Member :
Lawrence County Board of Elections :
111 S. Fourth Street :
Ironton, Ohio 45638 :

:
J.T. HOLT, Member :
Lawrence County Board of Elections :
111 S. Fourth Street :
Ironton, Ohio 45638 :

:
CARL E. BOWEN :
Lawrence County Board of Elections :
111 S. Fourth Street :
Ironton, Ohio 45638 :

:
Respondents. :

                                                                                                                                                                                    

RELATOR KATRINA KEITH’S VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR WRIT OF
PROHIBITION

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Supreme Court of Ohio Clerk of Court - Filed October 28, 2019 - Case No. 2019-1470



George L. Davis, IV #0083240
George L. Davis, III Co., L.L.C.
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COMPLAINT FOR WRIT OF PROHIBITION

Now comes Relator, Katrina D. Keith (“Relator”), by and through her undersigned 

counsel, and for this Complaint for Writ of Prohibition, states as follows:

JURISDICTION

1.  This Court has jurisdiction over original actions in prohibition to prevent the unlawful 

exercise of jurisdiction by Respondents Lawrence County Board of Elections, Craig A. Allen, 

Randall L. Lambert, J.T. Holt, and Carl E. Bowen, under Section 2(B)(1)(d) of Article IV of the 

Ohio Constitution.

2.  It is less than ninety (90) days before the general elections and this is an expedited 

election matter pursuant to S. Ct. Prac. R. X § 9.

PARTIES

3.  Relator Katrina D. Keith is a resident of, registered voter in, current Mayor of, and 

2019 candidate for the office of Mayor of, The City of Ironton in Lawrence County, Ohio.

4.  Respondent Lawrence County Board of Elections (“Respondent Board”) is a Board 

organized and existing under Ohio Revised Code section 3501.06.

5. Respondents Craig A. Allen, Randall L. Lambert, J.T. Holt, and Carl E. Bowen 

(“Respondent Board Members”) are duly serving members of the Respondent Board and are 

responsible for the conduct of elections, including the certification of candidates to the ballot in 

Lawrence County, Ohio.

FACTS

6.  Samuel T. Cramblit, II petitioned to be a candidate for Mayor of Ironton, Ohio on or 

about August 7, 2019.



7.  Cramblit seeks to run as a nonpartisan candidate for the office of Mayor of Ironton in 

Lawrence County, Ohio.

8.  The general election will be held November 5, 2019.

9.  On or about August 19, 2019, Respondent Lawrence County Board of Elections 

certified Cramblit as a candidate for the office of Mayor of Ironton.

10.  Ironton City Charter Article III provides the minimum qualifications of a person to 

be eligible to be a candidate for the office of Mayor of Ironton.  See attached Exhibit A.

11.  Cramblit does not meet the qualifications set forth in § 3.01 of the Ironton City 

Charter.

12.  Cramblit has neither been a resident nor an elector of the City of Ironton, Ohio for at 

least five years preceding the election.

13.  Cramblit only registered to vote in Lawrence County, Ohio as recently as February 

16, 2016.  See Attached Exhibit B.

14.  Cramblit in fact voted in Athens County, Ohio as recently as November 4, 2014.  See 

Attached Exhibit C.

15.  For the purposes of this action, the relevant time period under the Ironton City 

Charter for a five-year period prior to the election would be November 5, 2014 to November 5, 

2019.

16.  Cramblit has not been a resident and elector of the City of Ironton for five years prior

to the 2019 election for the office of Mayor of Ironton.

17.  Relator has standing to file the within action.  Relator is eligible to vote in the 

November 5, 2019 election and is a candidate for the office of Mayor of Ironton.



COUNT I

18.  Relator restates all facts and allegations in preceding paragraphs as if fully restated 

herein.

19.  In certifying Cramblit’s name to the ballot, Respondents are exercising or are about 

to exercise their judicial or quasi-judicial power.

20.  The exercise of Respondents’ judicial or quasi-judicial power to certify Cramblit’s 

name to the ballot is unauthorized by law.

21.  In certifying the candidacy of Cramblit, Respondents have abused their discretion 

and acted in clear disregard of the applicable legal provisions.

22.  Cramblit’s name should not be on the ballot for the general election because Cramblit

is not qualified under Ironton City Charter § 3.01 to be a candidate for the office of Mayor of 

Ironton.

23.  Respondents’ actions resulted in injury to Relator and others for which there is no 

plain and adequate remedy in the ordinary course of law.

24.  Relator has acted with extreme diligence in bringing this action.

WHEREFORE, Relator respectfully prays for the Court to grant the following:

A.  Issue immediately an alternative writ in prohibition staying any action by the 

Respondents to certify the candidacy of Cramblit, place his name on the ballot, or count any 

votes for Crabmlit as valid for the office of Mayor of Ironton in the 2019 election until final 

determination of this Court.

B.  Issue a Writ of Prohibition directing and restraining the Respondent from certifying 

the candidacy of Cramblit for the Office of Mayor of Ironton, or counting any votes for Cramblit 

as valid for the office of Mayor of Ironton in the 2019 election.



Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE L. DAVIS, III CO., L.L.C.

/s/George L. Davis, IV                          
George L. Davis, IV #0083240
802 Masonic Building
602 Chillicothe Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
Tel:  740-353-4661
Fax:  740-353-5833
GLDIV@gldlawco.com
Counsel for Relator, Katrina D. Keith

PROOF OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a true copy of the foregoing was served upon Brigham M. 
Anderson, Lawrence County Prosecutor and statutory counsel for Respondents, by email at 
brighamanderson@lawcopros.com and fax at 740-533-4387 this 28th day of October, 2019.

/s/George L. Davis, IV                          
George L. Davis, IV #0083240
Counsel for Relator, Katrina D. Keith

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SERVICE

Please serve a copy of this Complaint by certified mail to the Respondents as listed in the
caption above.

/s/George L. Davis, IV                          
George L. Davis, IV #0083240
Counsel for Relator, Katrina D. Keith
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