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PREFATORY NOTE.

Among the subjects discussed at considerable length by the fourth Con
stitutional Convention of Ohio was the question of the publication of its own pro
ceedings and debates. On April I, 1912, the Convention adopted the minority
report of the committee on Printing and Publication, authorizing "the printing
of the proceedings and debates in two (2) volumes at the close of the session."
It ,vas originally proposed that the work of the Convention should be published
in separate issues from day to day, but the delay in reaching a decision to award
the contract made such arrangement impractical and superfluous. The plan was
therefore abandoned and publication, in accorclance with the above report, was
deferred until the Convention had virtually completed its work.

The attitude of the previous constitutional conventions of Ohio toward a
similar question may be mentioned by way 0 f comparison. The debates of the
convention of 1g02 were not reported. T he "Report of the debates and pro
ce"clings" of the convention of 1850-51 was carefully edited, published in two
newspapers, i:;suecl in separate octavo form from clay to clay, and finally bound
in two volumes. The "Official report of the proceecJings anel debates" of the
convention of 1873-74 Vias published verbatim, first in separate daily issues, and
finally in two volumes which were boune! in four parts. It \vi1l therefore be
noted that the Constitutional Convention of 1912 has follOwed a plan somewhat
diiJerent from that of its predecessors in the puhl~cation of its proceedings and
debates.

The officia! reporter left his manuscript with the secretary and the latter,
with the assistants employed by the Convention, hac! oversight of the work as it
pa:.:secl through the press. Such a plan obviously has some disadvantages. The
reponet was not present with his original notes to settle some questions of doubt
that would naturally arise in a report covering over eight thousand typewritten
pages. The different speakers did not have the opportunity to revise their ad
dresses in type, although a number of them did hastily scan and correct their re
marks ii1 manuscript form. In short, those in charge of this publication have
not had the assistance of the members who woule! have critically read it as is
sued, had it been placed on their desks from day to day while the Convention
\vas 111 seSSlOn.

\Yl1ile the manuscript was all carefully read before it went to press, few
liberties were taken with its form and none, of course, with its substance. The
aim has been to make the following pages a faithful record of the proceedings
and clebates of the Convention as officially reported.

For the record itself the public is indebted to Clarence E. ·Walker, official
reporter of the Convention; for ,vhatever of special merit it may present in form
and arrangement much creelit is due E. S. Nichols, editor and proof reader.

C. B. GALBREATH,

Secretary of .the Convention.
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The Ordinance of 1787

An Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the
United States Northwest of the Ohio River

[Adopted by the Confederate Congress, July 13, 1787. The There sha1l be appointed, from time to time, by Con-
text from which this was printed is found in Journals of the gress, a secretary, whose commission sha1l continue in
American Congress, vol. 4, p. 752-4.] force for four years, unless sooner revoked; he shall

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress as- reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein,
sembled, That the said territory, for the purpose of tem- in 500 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office;
porary government, be one district; subject, however, to it shall be his duty to keep and preserve the acts and laws
be divided into two districts, as future circumstances passed by the legislature, and the public records of the
may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient. district, and the proceedings of the governor in his execu-

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the tive department; and transmit authentic copies of such
estates, both of resident and non-resident proprieton in acts and proceedings, every six months, to the Secre
the said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and tary of Congress : There shall also be appointed a court
be distributed among their children, and the descen- to consist of three judges, any two of whom to form
dants of a deceased child in equal parts; the descendants a court, who sha1l have a common-law jurisdiction, and
of a deceased child or grandchild, to take the share of reside in the district, and have each therein a freehold
their deceased parent in equal parts among them: And estate in 50 acres of land, while in the exercise of their
where there shall be no children or descendants, then :)ffices; and their commissions sha1l continue in force
in equal parts to the next of kin, in equal degree; and during good behavior.
among collaterals, the children of a deceased brother or The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall
sister of the intestate, shall have in equal parts among ,tdopt and publish in the district, such laws of the original
them, their deceased parent's share; and there sha1l in States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary, and best
no case be a distinction between kindred of the whole suited to the circumstances of the district, and report
and half blood; saving in all cases to the widow of the them to Congress, from time to time; which laws shaH
intestate, her third part of the real estate for life. and he in force in the district until the organization of the
one-third part of the personal estate; and this law re1a- general assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Con
tive to descents and dower, shall remain in full force !~ress; but afterwards the legislature shall have authority
unt!l altered by the l~gislature of the district. A.ncl ,0 alter them as they shall think fit.
unt11 the governor and Judges sha1l adopt laws as herel11- . .
after mentioned, estates in the said territory may be The &,over~or, for th~. ~Ime be.mg, shall be. c~m-
devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed and, ;l1ander-m-c.hIef of the mIlItIa, app0111t and commISSIOn
sealed by him or her, in whom the estate may be. (being '111 officers 111 the same, below the ra~k of general of?
of full age) and attested by three witnesses; and real c~rs; a1l general officers shall be appomted and commlS-
estates may be conveyed by lease and re-lease, or bargain slOned~y Congress. ..
and sale, signed, sealed and delivered by the person be- PrevIOus to the orgamzatlOn of the general assembly,
ing of full age, in whom the estate may be, and attested t~e. governor. shall appoint such mag!strates and other
by two witnesses, provided such wills be duly proved. CIVIl officers, III each county ?r townshIp, as he shall find
and such conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution necess~ry for the preservatIon of the peace and good
thereof duly proved, and be recorded within one year order.111 the same: After the g~neral assen;bly shall be
after proper magistrates. courts and registers shall be orgamzed, the powers and dutIes of magIstrates and
appointed for that purpose; and personal property may other civil officers shall be regulated and defined by the
be transferred by delivery; saving, however, to the said asse~bly; but ~ll m~gistrates and othe: civil officers
French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers of not herel11 otherWIse dIrected, shall, dunng- the con~
the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincents, and the neighboring vil- tinuance of this temporary government, be appointed by
lag-es, who have heretofore professed themselves citizens the governor.
of Virginia, their laws and customs now in force among For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to
them, relative to the descent and conveyance of property. be adopted or made shall have force in all parts of the

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid. That there district, and for the execution of process, criminal and
shall be appointed, from time to time. by Congress. a civil, the governor shall make proper divisions thereof;
governor, whose commission shall continue in force for and he shall proceed, from time to time, as circumstances
the terrn of three years, unless sooner revoked by Con- may require, to layout the parts of the district in which
gress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold the Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into coun
estate therein, in 1,000 acres of land. while in the exer- ties and townships, subj ect, however, to such alterations
dses of his office. as may thereafter be made by the legislature.
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4 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF OHIO

The Ordinance of 1787.
----------------------------------------------

So soon as there shall be 5,000 free male inhabitants The governor, judges, legislative council, secretary, and
of full age, in the district, upon giving proof thereof such other officers as Congress shall appoint in the dis
to the governor, they shall receive authority, with time trict, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and
and place, to elect representatives from their counties of office; the governor before the President of Congress,
or townships, to represent them in the general assembly; and all other officers before the governor. As soon as
Provided, That for every 500 free male inhabitants, a legislature shall be formed in the district, the council
there shall be one representative, and so on progressively and house assembled in one room, shall have authority
with the number of free male inhabitants shall the right by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall
of representation increase, until the number of repre- have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating, but not
sentatives shall amount to 25; after which, the number of voting, during this temporary government.
and proportion of representatives shall be regulated by And for extending the fundamental principles of civil
the legislature: Provided, that no person be eligible or and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these
qualified to act as a representative, unless he shall have republics, their laws and constitutions are erected; to
been a citizen of one of the United States three years, fix and establish those principles as the basis .of all laws.
and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have constitutions and governments, which forever hereafter
resided in the district three years; and in either case, shall be formed in the said territory: to provide also
shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee-simple, 200 for the establishment of states, and permanent govern
acres of land within the same: Provided also, that a ment therein, and for their admission to a share in the
freehold in 50 acres of land in the district, having been federal councils on an equal footing with the original
a citizen of one of the states, and being resident in the states, at as early periods as may be consistent with the
district, or the like freehold and two years' residence in general interest:
the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an It is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority
elector of a representative_ . aforesaid, That the following articles shall be considered

The representatives thus elected, shall serve for the as articles of compact between the original states, and
term of two years; and in case of the death of a repre- the people and states in the said territory, and forever
sentative, or removal from office, the governor shall issue remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to-wit:
a writ to the county or township, for which he was a Art. 1St. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable
member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the and orderly manner, shall ever be molested on account
residue of the (erm. The general assembly, or legis- of his mode of worship or religious sentiments in the
Jatme, shall consist of the governor, legislative council, said territory.
and a house of representatives. The legislative council Art. 2(1. The inhabitants of the said territory, shall
shall consist of five members, to continue in office fi.ve always be entitled to the benefits of the writs of habeas
years, unless sooner removed by Congress; any three of corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate
whom to be a quorum: and the members of the council representation of the people in the legislature, and of
shall be nominated and appointed in the following man- judicial proceedings according to the course of the com
ner, to-wit: As soon as representatives shall be elected, mon law. All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital
the governor shall appoint a time and place for them to offens~s, where the proof shall be evident, or the pre
meet together, and, when met. they shall nominate ten sumptIOn great. All fines shall be moderate; and no cruel
persons, residents in the district. and each possessed of a or unusual punishment shall be inflicted. No man sha11
freehold in 500 acres of land, and retmn their names to be cleprived of his liberty or property, but by the judg
Congress; five of whom Congress shall appoint and C0111- ment of his peers, or the law of the land, and should
mission to serve as aforesaid; and whenever a vacancy the public exigencies make it necessary, for the common
shall happen in the council, by death or removal from preservation, to take any person's property, or to de
office, the house of representatives shall nominate two mand his particular services, full compensation shall be
persons, qualified as aforesaid. for each vacanC\·. and made for the same. And in the just preservation of
return their names to Congress; one of who111 Congress rights and property, it is understood and declared, that
shall appoint and commission for the residue of the no law ought ever to be made, or have force in the said
term. And every five years, four month3 at least before territory, that shall, in any manner, whatever, interfere
the expiration of the time of service of the memhers with, or affect private contracts or engagements, bona
of the council. the said house shall nominate ten persons, (ide, and without fraud previously formed.
qualified as a.foresaid, and return their na:nes to Con- Art. 3(1. Religion, morality and knowledge, being
gress; five of whom Congress shall appoint and C0111- necessary to good government and the happiness of man
mission to serve as members of the council five years, kind, schools and the means of education shall forever be
unless sooner removed. And the governor, legislative i encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be ob
council and house of representatives, shall have anthori-: served towards the Indians; their lands and property
ty to make laws, in all cases, for good government of' shall never be taken from them without their- consent;
the district, not repugnant to the principles and articles and in their property, rights and liherty, they never shall
in this ordinance estahlished and declared. And all hills be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars
having passed by a majority in the honse. and by a authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and
majority in the council, shall be referred to the governor humanity, shall, from time to time, be made, for prevent
for his assent; but no bills or legislative act whatever, ing wrongs being done to them. and for preserving peace
shaH be of any force without his assent. The governor and friendship with them.
shall have power to convene, prorogue and dissolve Art. 4th. The said territory. and the states which may
the general assembly, when. in his opinion, it shall be fX- be formed therein, shall forever remain a part of this
peoient. confederacY of the United States of America, subject to
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the articles of confederation, and to such alterations
therein, as shall be constitutionally made; and to all the
acts and ordinances of the United States in Congress
assembled, comformable thereto. The inhabitants and
settlers in the said territory, shall be subject to pay a
part of the federal debts, contracted or to be contracted,
and a proportional part of the expenses of governmemnt,
to be apportioned on them by Congress, according to
the same common rule and measure, by which apportion
ments thereof shall be made on the other states; and
the taxes for paying their proportion, shall be laid and
levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures
of the district or districts, or new states, as in the origi
nal states, within the time agreed upon by the United
States in Congress assembled. The legislatures of those
districts or new states, shall never interfere with the
primary disposal of the soil by the United States in
Congress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress
may find necessary for securing the title in such soil
to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed
on lands the property of the United States; and in no
case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than
resident~. The navigable waters leading into the Missis
sippi and: Saint Lawrence, and carrying places between
the ~ame, shall be common highways, and forever free,
as well to the inhabitants of the said territory as to the
citizens of the United States, and those of any other
states that may be admitted into the confederacy, without
any tax, impost or duty therefor.

Art. 5th. There shall be formed in the said territory,
not less than three, nor more than five states; and the
boundaries of the states, as soon as Virginia shall alter
her act of cession, and consent to the same, shall become
fixed and established as follows, to-wit: The western
state in the said Territory, shall be bounded by the l\Iis
sissippi, the Ohio and Wabash Rivers.: a direct line
drawn from the Wabash and Post Vincents due north
to the territorial line he tween the United States and
Canada; and by the said territorial line to the lake of the
Woods, and Mississippi. The middle state shall be bound
ed by the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vin-

cents to the Ohio; by the Ohio, by a direct line drawn
due north from the mouth of the Great Miami, to the
said territorial line, and by the said territorial line. The
eastern state shall be bounded by the last-mentioned di
rect line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the said territorial
line: provided however, and it is further understood
and declared, that the boundaries of these three states,
shall be subject so far to be altered, that if Congress
shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have authority
to form one or two states in that part of the said terri
tory, which lies north of an east and west line drawn
through the southerly bend or extreme of lake Michi
gan. And whenever any of the said states, shall have
60,000 free inhabitants therein, such state shall be ad
mitted by its delegates into the Congress of the United
States, on an equal footing with the original states, in
all respects whatever; and shall be at liberty to form a
permanent constitution and state government: provided
the constitution and government so to be formed, shall
be republican, and in conformity to the principles con
tained in these articles; and so far as it can be consistent
with the general interest of the confederacy, such ad
mission shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when
there may be a less number of free inhabitants in the
state than 60,000.

Art. 6th. There shall be neither slavery nor involun
tary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in
the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted: provided always,' that any person
escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is
lawfully claimed in anyone of the original states, such
fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the
person claiming his or her labor or services as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the reso
lutions of the 23d of April, 1784, relative to the subject
of this ordinance, be, and the same are hereby repealed
and declared null and void.

DONE by the United States in Congress assembled, the
I3th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and
of their sovereignty and independence the 12th.

CHAS. THOMSON, Sec.



The Constitution of the State of Ohio of 1851

As Amended to January 1, 1912

EXECUTIVE.

ARTICLE 1.

BILL OF RIGHTS.

SECTION

1. Inalienable rights.
2. Where political power vested; special privileges.
3. Right of petition; instruction.
4. Bearing arms; standing armies; military power.
5. Trial by jury.' .
6. Slavery and involuntary servitude.
7. ReligIous liberty, etc.; test; education.
8. Habeas corpus.
n. Bail.

10. Trial for crimes; witness.
11. Freedom of speech; libel.
12. Transportation; forfeiture.
13. Quarters of soldiers.
14. Search warrants.
15. Imprisonment for deht.
16. Remedy in courts.
17. Hereditary honors, etc.
18. Suspension of laws.
19. Private property inviolate, unless, etc.
20. Powers not delegated.

ARTICLE II.

LEGISLATIVE.

1. Legislative power in senate and house.
2. Election and term.
3. Who eligible.
4. Who ineligible.
5. Who ineligible to any office.
6. Who to determine qualification, etc.; members; quorum;

attendance.
7. Mode of organizing.
8. Officers of general assembly; rules; punishment of mem

bers, etc.
9. Journal; yeas and nays; majority to pass a law.

10. Protest.
11. Vacancies.
12. Privilege as to arrest, and speech.
13. Proceedings public, unless, etc.
14. Adjournments.
15, 16. Bills, where to originate; to be read three times; title;

to contain one subject; acts rev ived or amended.
17. Signatures to bills.
18. Style of laws.
19. Exclusion of members from office.
20. Terms of office to be fixed; salary.
21. Trial of contested elections.
22. Appropriations.
23, 24. Impeachments.
25. When sessions to commence.
26. What laws to have uniform operation; upon whose approval

to take effect.
27. Power of appointment to office; vote for U. S. senator.
28. Retroactive laws. etc.
29. Extra compensation.
30. New counties.
31. Compensation of members '\lId officers of !(eneraJ assembly;

perquisites.
:~2. Divorce, and judicial power.

ARTICLE III.

SECTION

1. Executive department.
2. Term of office.
3. Election returns.
4. Same subject.
5. Executive power vested in governor.
6. He may require written information, etc.
7. He shall recommend measures, etc.
8. When and how he may convene the general assembly
9. When he may adjourn the general assembly.

10. Commander-in-chief.
11. Reprieves, pardons, etc.
12. The seal of the state.
13. Grants and commissions.
14. Who ineligible for governor.
15. Vacancy in his office, etc.
16. Lieutenant governor.
17. Vacancy in his office, etc.
18. What vacancies governor to fill, etc.
19. Compensation of executive officers.
20. What officers shall report to the governor, and when, etc.

ARTICLE IV.

JUDICIAL.

1. In whom judicial power vested.
2. The supreme court.
3, 4. The common pleas court.
5. [Repealed October 9, 1883.]
6. The circuit courts.
7, 8. Probate courts.
H. Justices of the peace.

10. Election of other judges, and term of office.
11. [Repealed October 9, 1883.]
12. Common pleas jUQg-es; term of office, and residence.
13. Vacancies in the office of judge.
14. Compensation; when ineligible as candidate for other offic
15. Changes in number of judges. courts, districts, etc.
16. Clerks of courts.
17. How judges removed.
18. Jurisdiction at chambers, etc.
19. Courts of arbitration.
20. Style of process; conclusion of indictments.
21. Supreme court commission.

ARTICLE V.

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE.

1. Who may vote.
2. How.
3. Electors privileged from arrest.
4. Forfeiture of elective franchise.
5. Who deemed non-residents.
6. Idiots and insane.

ARTICLE VI.

EDCCATTON.

1. The school and religious fund.
2. Common school fund to he raised; how controlled.

(6)
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ARTICLE VII.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.
SECTION

1. Insane, blind, deaf and dumb.
2. Penitentiary.
:~. Vacancies; how filled.

ARTICLE VIII.

PUBLIC DEBT AND PUBLIC WORKS.

1, 2, 3. Limitation upon public debt.
4. Credit of state; the state shall not become joint owner or

stockholder.
5. No assumption of debts by the state.
6. Counties, cities, towns, or townships, not authorized to be-

come stockholders, etc.
7. Sinking fund.
8. The commissioners of the sinking fund.
9. Their biennial report.

10. Application of sinking fund.
11. Semi-annual report.
12. Board of public works.
13. Their powers, duties, and compensation.

ARTICLE IX.

MILITIA.

1. Who to perform military duty.
2. Officers of militia.
3. How appointed.
4. Their commissions; when governor to call out militia.
5. Public arms.

ARTICLE X.

COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATIONS.

1. County and township officers.
2. Election of county officers.
3. Eligibility of sheriff and treasurer.
4. Election of township officers.
5. County and township funds.
6. Removal of officers.
7. Local taxation.

ARTICLE XI.

APPORTIONMENT.

1. Apportionment for members of the general assembly.
2, 3, 4, 5. Ratio in the house.
6. Ratio for senator.
7, 8, 9. Senatorial districts.

10. Apportionment of representatives for ten years.
11. When ratio determined by governor, auditor, etc.
12. Judicial apportionment.
13. New counties.

ARTICLE XII.

FINANCE AND TAXATION.

1. Poll tax.
2. All property taxed, except, etc., and by uniform rule; ex-

emptions published.
3. How property of banks to be taxed.
4. What revenue to be raised.
5. Levying of taxes, and application.
6. Debt for internal improvements.

ARTICLE XIII.

CORPORATIONS.

1. Special acts of incorporation.
2. General acts of incorporation.
:1. Personal liability of stockholders.

SECTION

4. Taxation of corporate property.
5. Right of way. .
6. Organization of cities, etc. ; taxes, etc., therein.
7. Incorporation of banks.

ARTICLE XIV.

JURISPRUDENCE.

1. Code commissioners.
2. Their duties.
3. Their reports.

ARTICLE XV.

MISCELLANEOUS.

1. Seat of government.
2. Printing for state.
3. Publication of receipts and expenditures.
4. Who eligible to office.
5. Duelists ineligible.
6. Lotteries.
7. Official oath.
8. Bureau of statistics.

ARTICLE XVI.

AMENDMENTS.

I, 2, 3. Amendments to Constitution.

ARTICLE XVII.

ELECTIONS.
1. Time for holding.
2. Terms of officers.
3. Present incumbents.

SCHEDULE.

1. Of prior laws.
2. First election for general assembly.
3. For state officers.
4. For judges, etc.
5. Who to continue in office.
6,. As to certain courts.
7. County and township officers.
8. Vacancies.
9. When Constitution took effect.

10. Term of office.
111. Successors of the court in bank.
12. Of the supreme court.
13. Of the common pleas.
14. The probate court.
15. Election of judges and clerks.
16. Returns of electors.
17. Vote on the adoption of the Constitution.
18. Vote on provisions as to intoxicating liquors.
19. Apportionment of house of representatives.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
STATE OF OHIO.

We, the people of the State of Ohio, grateful to Al
mie-hty God for oUr freedom, to secure its blessings and
promote our common welfare, do establiSh this consti
tution.

ARTICLE I.
BILL OF RIGHTS.

SEC. I. All men are, by nature, free and indepen
dent, and have certain inalienable rights, among which

'are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty,
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ARTICLE II.
LEGISLATIVE.

SEC. 1. The legislative power of this state shall be
vested in a general assembly, which shall consist of a
senate, and house of representatives.

SEC. 2. Senators and representatives shall be elected
biennially by the electors of the respective counties or
districts, on the first Tuesday after the first Monda.y in
November; their term of office shall commence on the
first day of .Tanuary next thereafter, and continue two
years:

acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and seek- himself, or be twice put m jeopardy for the same of-
ing and obtaining happiness and safety. fense.

SEC. 2. All political power is inherent in the people. S~C. I ~. Ev~ry citizen may freely speak, write, and
Government is instituted for their equal protection and ~ubhsh hIs sentIments on all subjects, being responsible
benefit, and they have the right to alter, reform, or tor the abuse of the right; and no law shall be passed
abolish the same, whenever they may deem ii necessary; to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of the
and no special privileges or immunities shall ever be press. I~ all criminal prosecutions for libel, the truth
granted, that may not be altered, revoked, or repealed may be glve~ in evidence to the jury, and if it shall ap
by the general assembly. pear to the Jury, that the matter charged as libelous is

SEC. 3. The people have the right to assemble to- true, and was published with good motives, and for justi
gether, in a peaceable manner, to consult for their com- fiable ends, the party shall be acquitted.
man good; to instruct their representatives; and to pe- SEC. 12. No person shall be transported out of the
tit ion the general assembly for the redress of griev- state, for any offense committed within the same' and

. ances. 1:0. conviction shall work corruption of blood, or' for-
SEC. 4. The people have the right to bear anns for telture of estate.

their defense and security; but standing armies, in time SEC. 13· No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quar
of peace, are dangerous to liberty, and shall not be kept' tered in any house, without the consent of the owner;
UD; and the military shall be in strict subordination to 'lOr, in time of war, except in the manner prescribed by
the civil power. law.

SEC. S. The right of trial by jury shall be inviolate. SEC. 14· The right of the people to be secure in their
SEC. 6. There shall be no slavery in this state; nor persons, houses, papers, and possessions, against un

inyoluntary servitude. unless for the punishment of reasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated;
cnme. and no warrant shall issue, but upon probable cause,

SEC. 7. All men have a natural and indefeasible right supported by oath or affirmation, particularly describing
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of th~ place to be searched and the person and things to be
their own conscience. No person shall be compelled to seIzed.
attend, erect, or support any place of worship, or main- SEC. IS· No person shall be imprisoned for debt in
tain any form of worship, against his consent; and no any civil action, on mesne or final process, unless in cases
preference shall be given, by law, to any religious so- of fraud.
ciety; nor shall any interference with the rights of con- SEC. 16. All courts shall be open, and every person,
science be permitted. No religious test shall be required, for an. injury done him in his land, goods, person, or
as a qualification for office, nor shall any person be reputatIOn, shall have remedy by due course of law' and
incompetent to be a witness on account of his religious justice administered without denial or delay. '
belief; but nothing herein shall be construed to dispense SEC. 17· No hereditary emoluments, honors, or privi-
with oaths and affirmations. Religion, morality, and leges, shall ever be granted or conferred by this state.
knowledge, however, being essential to good government. SEC. 18. No power of suspending laws shall ever be
it shall be the duty of the general assembly to pass suit-; exercised, except by the general assembly.
able laws to protect every religious denomination in the SEC. 19· Private property shall ever be held inviolate,
peaceable enjoyment of it.s own mode of public workship, but subservient to the public welfare. 'When taken in
and to encourage schools and the means of instruction. time of war or other public exigency, imperatively re-

SEC. 8. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus Quiring its immediate seizure or for the purpose of mak
shall not be suspended, t.l11less, in cases of rebellion or in- ing or repairing roads. which shall be open to the pub
"asian, the public safety require it. lie, without charge, a compensation shall be made to the

owner, in money, and in all other cases, where private
SEC. 9. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient property shall be taken for public use, a compensation

sureties, except for capital offenses where the proof is therefor shall first be made in money or first secured
evident, or the presumption great. Excessive bail shall by a deposit of money; and such compensation .shall be
110t be required; nor excessive fines imposed; nor cruel assessed bya jury, without deduction for benefits to any
and unusual punishments inflicted. property of the owner.

SEC. ro. Except in cases of impeachment, and cases SEC. 20. This enumeration of rights shall not be con-
arising in the army and navy, or in the militia when in strued to impair or deily others retained by the people;
actual service in time of war or public danger, and in and all powers. 110t herein delegated, remain with the
cases of petit larceny and other inferior offenses, no people.
person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise
infamous crime, unless on presentment or indictment of
a grand jury. In any trial, in any court, the party ac
cused shall be allowed to appear and defend in person
and with counsel; to demand the nature and cause of
the accusation against him, and to have a copy thereof;
to meet the witnesses face to face, and to have compul
sory process to procure the attendance of witnesses in
his behalf, and a speedy public trial by an impartial
jury of the county or district, in which the offense is
alleged to have been committed; nor shall any person
be compelled, in any criminal case. to be a witness against
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SEC. 3. Senators and representatives shall have re
sided in their respective counties, or districts, one year
next preceding their election, unless they shall have been
absent on the public business of the United States, or of
this state.

SEC. 4. No person holding office under the authority
of the United States, or any lucrative office under the
authority of this state, shall be eligible to, or have a seat
in, the general assembly; but this provision shall not
extend to township officers, justices of the peace, no
taries public, or officers of the militia.

SEC. 5. No person hereafter convicted of an em
bezzlement of the public funds, shall hold any office in
this state; nor shall any person, holding public money for
disbursement, or otherwise, have a seat in the general
assembly, until he shall have accounted for and paid
such money into the treasury. '

SEC. 6. Each house shall be judge of the election,
returns, and qualifications of its own members' a ma
jority of all the members elected to each house ~hall be
a quorum to do bminess; but a less number may adjourn
from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent
members, in such manner, and under such penalties, as
shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 7. The mode of organizing the house of repre
sentatives, at the commencement of each regular session,
shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 8. Each house, except as otherwise provided in
this constitution, shall choose its own officers, may deter
mine its own rules of proceeding, punish its members
for disorderly conduct; and, with the concurrence of two
thirds, expel a member, but not the second time for the
same cause; and shall have all other powers, necessary
to provide for its safety, and the undisturbed transaction
of its business.

SEC. 9. Each house shall keep a correct journal of
its proceedings, which shall be published. At the desire
of any two members, the yeas and nays shall be entered
upon the journal; and, on the passage of every bill, in
either house, the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays,
and entered upon the journal; and no law shall be
passed in either house, without the concurrenCe of a
majority of all the members elected thereto.

SEC. 10. Any member of either house shall have the
right to protest against any act, or resolution thereof;
and such protest, and the reasons therefor, shall, without
alteration, commitment, or delay, be entered upon the
journal.

SEC. I I. All vacancies which may happen in either
house shall, ~or the unexpired term, be filled by election,
as shall be d1rected by law.

SEC. 12. Senators and representatives, during the
session of the general assembly, and in going to, and re
turning from the same, shall be privileged from arrest,
in all cases, except treason, felony, or breach of the
peace; and for any speech, or debate, in either house,
they shall not be questioned elsewhere.

SEC. 13. The proceedings of both houses shall be
public, except in cases which, in the opinion of two
thirds of those present, require secrecy.

SEC. 14. Neither house shall, without the consent of
the. other, adjourn for more than two days, Sundays ex
cluded; nor to any other place than that, in which the
two houses shall be in session.

SEC. 15. Bills may originate in either house; but may
be altered, amended, or rejected in the other.

SEC. 16. Every bill shall be fully and distinctly read
three different days, unless in case of urgency three
fourths of the home in which it shall be pending, shall
dispense with the rule. No bill shall contain more than
one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in its title,
ana no law shall be revived, or amended unless the new
act contain the entire act revived, or the section or sec
tions amended, and the section or sections so amended
shall be repealed.

Every bill passed by both houses of the general as
sembly shall, before said bill can become law, be pre
sented to the governor. If he approves he shall sign
said bill and thereupon said bill shall be law. If he ob
j ect he shall not sign and shall return said bill, together
with his objection thereto in writing, to the house where
in said bill originated, which house shall enter at large
upon its journal said objection and shall proceed to re
consider said bill. If, after said reconsideration, at least
two-thirds of the members-elect of that house vote to
repass said bill it shall be sent, together with said objec
tion, to the other house, which shall enter at large upon
its journal said objection and shall proceed to reconsider
said bill. If, after said reconsideration at least two
thirds of the members-elect of that hou~e vote to pass
said bill it shall be law, otherwise it shall not be law.
The votes for the repassage of said bill shall in each
house respectively be no less than those given on the orig
inal passage. If any bill passed by both houses of the
general assembly and presented to the governor is not
signed and is not returned to' the house wherein it origi
nated and within ten days after being so presented, ex
clusive of Sunday and the day said bill was presented,
said ?ill sha~l be law as in like manner as if signed, un
less final adjournment of the general assembly prevents
such return, in which case shall be law, unless objected to
by the governor and filed, together with his obj ection
thereto in writing, by him in the office of the secretary
of state within the prescribed ten days; and the secretary
of state shall at once make public said fact and shall re
turn said bill, together with said objection, upon the
opening of the next following session of the general as
~e1l1bly, to the house wherein said bill originated, where
1t shall be treated in like manner as if returned within the
prescribed ten days.

If any bill passed by both houses of the general as
sembly and presented to the governor contains two or
more sections, or two or more items of appropriation
of money, he may object to one or more of said sections
or to one or more of said items of appropriation of
money, and approve the other portion of said bill in
which case said approved portion may be signed ~nd
then shall be law; and such section or sections item or
items of appropriation of money objected to sh~n be re
turned within the time and in the manner prescribed for,
and shall be separately reconsidered as in the case of a
whole bill; but if final adjournment of the general ~s
sembly prevents such return the governor shall file said
section or sections. item or items of appropriation of
money. together with his objection thereto in' writing,
with the secretary of state as in the case of a whole
bil}, and the secretary of state shall then make public
sa1d fact, but shall not further act as in the case of a
whole bill.
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SEC. 17. The presiding officer of each house shall
sign, publicly in the presence of the house over which he
presides, while the same is in session, and capable of
transacting business, all bills and joint resolutions passed
by the general assembly.

SEC. 18. The style of the laws of this state shall be,
"Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of
Ohio }J

S~c. 19. No senator or representative shall, during
the term for which he shall have been elected, or for one
year thereafter, be appointed to any civil office under thIs
state, which shall be created or the emoluments of which
shall have been increased, during the term for which he
shall have been elected.

SEC. 20. The general assembly, in cases not provided
for in this constitution, shall fix the term of office and
the compensation of all officers; but no change therein
shall affect the salary of any officer during his existing
term, unless the office be abolished.

SEC. 21. The general assembly shall determine, by
law, before what ~ llthority, and in what manner, the trial
of contested elections shall be conducted.

SEC. 22. No money shall be drawn from the treasury,
except in pursuance of a specific appropriation, made by
law; and no appropriation shall be made for a longer
period than two years.

SEC. 23. The house of representatives shall have the
sole power of impeachment, but a majority of the mem
bers elected must concu r therein. Impeachments shall
he tried by the senate; and the senators. when sitting
for that purpose, shall be upon oath or affirmation to do
justice according to law and evidence. No person shall
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the
senators.

SEC. 24. The governor, judges, and all state officers,
may be impeached for any misdemeanor in office; but
judgment shall not extend further than removal from
office, and disqualification to hold any office, under the
authority of this state. The party impeached, whether
convicted or not, shall be liable to indictment, trial, and
judgment, according to law.

SEC. 25. All regular sessions of the general assembly
shall commence on the first Monday of January, bi
ennially. The first session. under this constitution, shall
commence on the first Monday of January, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-two.

SEC. 26. All laws, of a general nature, shall have a
uniform operation throughout the state; nor, shall any
act, except such as relates to public schools, be passed,
to take effect upon the approval of any other authority
than the general assembly, except, as otherwise provided
in this constitution.

SEC, 27. The election and appointment of all officers,
and the filling of all vacancies, not otherwise provided
for by this constitution, or the constitution of the United
States, shall be made in such manner as may be directed
hv law; but no annoillting power shall be exercised by
the general assembly, except as prescribed in this consti
tution, and in the election of United States senators;
and in these cases the vote shall be taken "viz'a voce."

SEC. 28. The general assembly shall have no power
to pass retroactive laws, or laws impairing the obligation
of contracts; but may, by general laws, authorize courts
to carry into effect. upon such terms as shall be just and
equitahle, the manifest intention of parties, and officers,

by curing omissions, defects, and errors, in instruments
and proceedings, arising out of their want of conformity
with the laws of this state.

SEC. 29. No extra compensation shall be made to
any officer, public agent, or contractor, after the service
shall have been rendered, or the contract entered into;
nor shall any money be paid, on any claim, the subject
matter of which shall not have been provided for by
pre-existing law, unless such compensation, or claim,
be allowed by two-thirds of the members elected to each
branch of the general assembly.

SEC. 30. No new county shall contain less than four
hundred square miles of territory, nor shall any county
be reduced below that amount; and all laws creating new
counties, changing county lines, or removing county seats,
shall, before taking effect, be submitted to the electors of
the several counties to be affected thereby, at the next
general election after the passage thereof, and be adopted
by a majority of all the electors voting at such election,
in each of said counties; but any county now or hereafter
containing one hundred thousand inhabitants, may be
divided, whenever a majority of the voters residing in
each of the proposed divisions shall approve of the law
passed for that purpose; but no town or city within the
same shall be divided, nor shall either of the divisions
contain less than twenty thousand inhabitants.

SEC. 31. The members and officers of the general as
sembly shall receive a fixed compensation, to be pre
scribed by law, and no other allowance or perquisites,
either in the payment of postage or otherwise; and no
change in their compensation shall take effect during
their term of office.

SEC. 32. The general assembly shall grant no divorce,
nor exercise any judicial power not herein expressly con
ferred.

ARTICLE III.

EXECUTIVE.

SEC. 1. The executive department shall consist of a
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor·
of state, treasurer of state, and an attorney general, who
shall be elected on the first Tuesday after the first Mon
day in November, by the electors of the state, and at
the places of voting for members of the general assembly.

SEC, 2. The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary
of state, treasurer, and attorney general shall hold their
offices for two years; and the auditor for four years.
Their terms of office shall commence on the second Mon
day of January next after their election, and continue
until their successors are elected and qualified.

SEC. 3. The returns for every election for the officers
damed in the foregoing election shall be sealed up and
transmitted to the seat of government, by the returning
officers, directed to the president of the senate, who,
during the first week of the session, shall open and pub
lish them, and declare the result, in the presence of a
majority of the members of each house of the general
assembly. The person having the highest number of
votes shall be declared duly elected; but if any two or
more shall be highest, and -equal in votes, for the same
office, one of them shall be chosen by the joint vote of
both houses.

SEC. 4. Should there be no session of the general
assembly in January next after an election for any of the
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II

JUDICIAL,

ARTICLE IV,

SEC. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested in
a supreme court, circuit courts, courts of common pleas,
courts of probate, justices of the peace, and such other
courts inferior to the supreme court, as the general as
sembly may from time to time establish.

SEC. 2. The supreme court shall, until otherwise pro
vide [provided] by law, consists of five judges, a ma
jority of whom competent to sit shall be necessary to
form a quorum or to pronounce a decision, except as
hereinafter provided. It shall have original jurisdktion
in quo warranto, mandamus, habeas corpus and proce
dendo, and such appellate jurisdiction as may be pro
vided by law. It shall hold at least one term in each
year at the seat of government, and such other terms,
there or elsewhere, as may be provided by law. The
judges of the supreme court shall be elected by the elec
tors of the state at large, for such term, not less than
five years, as the general assembly may prescribe, and
they shall be elected and their official term shall begin
at such time as may be fixed by law. In case the gen
eral assembly shall increase the number of such judges,
the first term of each of such additional judges shaH be
such, that in each year after their first election, an
equal number of judges of the supreme court shall be
elected, except in elections to fill vacancies; and when
ever the number of such judges shall be increased, the
~eneral assembly may authorize such court to orlSanize
rJivisions thereof, not exceeding three, each division to
consist of an equal number of judges; for the adjudi
cation of cases, a majority of each division shall con-

I
officers aforesaid, the returns of such election shall be I SEC. 17. If the lieutenant governor, while executing
made to the secretary of state, and opened, and. the re- the office of governor, shall be impeached, displaced, re
sult declared by othe governor, in such manner as may sign or die, or otherwise become incapable of perform
be provided by law. ing the duties of the office, the president of the senate

SEC. 5. The supreme executive power of this state s~all .a.ct as governor, un~il the vac~ncy is filled, or the
shall be vested in the governor. disabIhty removed; and If the presIdent of th~ senate,

SEC. 6. He Inay require information, in writing, from for any of .the above ~auses, s~a~l be rendered mcapable
the officers in the executive department, upon any sub- of performIng the dutIes pertammg to the office of gov
ject relating to the duties of their respective offices; and ernor, the same shal~ devolve upon the speaker of the
shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. house of representatives. .

, , , ' . b SEC. 18. Should the office of audItor, treasurer, sec-
SlcC. 7· He shall commul11cate at every. ~esslOn, y retary, or attorney general, become vacant, for any of

n:e~sage, to the general assembly, the condItIOn of the the causes specified in the fifteenth section of this ar
~LaLe, .and recommend such measures as he shall deem ticle, the governor shall fill the vacancy until the disa
eXQedlent. .. bility is removed, or a successor elected and qualified.

SEC. 8. He may, on extraordm~ry occasI_ons, convene Every such vacancy shall be filled by election, at the
the general assembly by proclamatIOn, and "hall .state to first general election that occurs more than thirty days
both houses, when assembled, the purpose for WhICh they after it shall have happened; and the person chosen shall
havSe been coInvened. f d' .. bIt hold office for the full term fixed in the second section of

EC. 9. n case 0 Isagreement etween t 1e wo th' rticle
houses, in respec! to the time of adjournment, he s~all I~E~. 19.' The officers mentioned in this article shall,
have power to ~dJourn the general assembly to such tune at stated times, receive for their services, a compensa
as h~ may thmk proper, but not beyond the regular tion to be established by law, which shall neither be in-
meetIngs thereof d d'" h d d' h . d f h' h h

S H . I 11 b d' h' f f th 'I' crease nor ImInIS e urmg t e peno or w lC t ey
~ EC. 10. e ~ 1a e cornman er-l11-c Ie 0 e ml 1- shall have been elected.

tary and naval. torces of tl~e state, excel?t when they. SEC. 20. The officers of the executive department,
shall be called mto the serVIce of the Ul11ted .St.ates, ane! of the public sfate institutions shall, at least five

SEC. 11.. He shall have. power, after conVIction, to days preceding each regular session of the general as
gr~nt repneves, commutatIOns, and pardons" for all sembly, severally report to the governor, who shall trans
cnmes and offenses, except treason and cases of Impeach- mit such reports, with his message, to the general assem
ment, upon such conditions as he may think proper; blv.
subject, however, to such regulations, as to the manner of .
applying for pardons, as may be prescribed by law. Upon
conviction for treason, he may suspend the execution ot
the sentence, and report the case to the general assembly,
at its next meeting, when the general assembly shall
either pardon, commute the sentence, direct its execu
tion, or grant a further reprieve, He shall communi
cate to the general assembly, at every regular session,
each case of reprieve, commutation, or pardon granted,
stating the name and crime of the convict, the sentence,
its date, and the date of the commutation, pardon, or
reprieve, with his reasons therefor.

SEC. 12. There shall be a seal of the state. which
shall be kept by the governor, and used by him officially;
and shall be called "The Great Seal of the State ot
Ohio."

SEC. 13. All grants and commissions shall be issued
in the name, and by the authority, of the state of Ohio;
sealed with the great seal; signed by the governor, and
countersigned by the secretary of state.

SEC. 14. No memher of congress, or other person
holding office under the authority of this state, or of the
United States, shall execute the office of governor, ex
cept as herein provided.

SEC. IS. In case of the death,impeachment, resigna
tion, removal, or other disability of the governor, the
powers and duties of the office, for the residue of the
term, or until he shall be acquitted, or the disability
removed, shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor.

SEC. 16. The lieutenant governor shall be president
of the senate, but shall vote only when the senate is
equally divided; and in case of his absence, or impeach
ment, or when he shall exercise the office of governor,
the senate shall choose a president pro tempore.
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stitute a quorum, and such an assignment of the cases
to each division may be made as such court may deem
expedient, but whenever all the judges of either divis
ion hearing a case shall not concur as to the judgment to
be rendered therein, or whenever a case shall involve the
constitutionality of an act of the general assembly or of
an act of congress, it shall be reserved to the whole
court for adjudication. The judges of the supreme court
in office when this amendment takes effect, shall con
tinue to hold their offices until their successors are elect
ed and qualified.

SEC. 3. The state shall be divided into nine common
pleas districts, of which the county of Hamilton shall
constitute one, of compact territory, and bounded by
county lines; and each of said districts, consisting of
three or more counties, shall be subdivided into three
parts, of compact territory, bounded by county lines, and
as nearly equal population as practicable; in each of
which, one judge of the court of common pleas for said
district, and residing therein, shall be elected by the elec
tors of said subdivision. Courts of commOn pleas shall
be held, by one or more of these judges, in every county
in the district, as often as may be provided by law; and
more than one court, or sitting thereof, may be held at
the same time in each district.

SEC. 4. The jurisdiction of the courts of common
pleas, and of the judges thereof shall be fixed by law.

SEC. 6. The circuit court shall have like original ju
risdiction with the supreme court and such appellate ju
risdiction as may be provided by law. Such courts shall
be composed of such number of judges as may be pro
vided by law, and shall be held in each county, at least
once in each year. The number of circuits, and the
boundaries thereof, shall be prescribed by law. Such
judges shall be elected in each circuit by the electors
thereof, and at such time and for such term as may be
prescribed by law, and the same number shall be elected
in each circuit. Each judge shall be competent to exer
cise his judicial powers in any circuit. The general as
sembly may change, from time to time, the number or
boundaries of the circuits. The circuit courts shall be
the successors of the district courts, and all cases, judg
ments, records, and proceedings pending in said district
courts, in the several counties of any district, shall be
transferred to the circuit courts in the several counties,
and be proceeded in as though said district courts had
not been abolished, and the district courts shall con
tinue in existence until the election and qualification of
the judges of the circuit courts.

SEC. 7. There shall be established in each county, a
probate court, which shall be a court of record, open at
all times, and holden by one judge, elected by the voters
of the county, who shall hold his offiCe for the term of
three years, and shall receive such compensation, paya
ble out of the county treasury, or by fees, or both, as
shall be provided by law.

SEC. 8. The probate court shall have jurisdiction in
probate and testamentary matters, the appointment of
administrators and guardians, the settlement of the ac
counts of executors, administrators, and guardians, and
such jurisdiction in habeas corpus, the issuing of mar
riage licenses, and for the sale of land by executors, ad
ministrators, and guardians, and such other jurisdiction,
in any county or counties, as may be provided by law.

SEC. 9. A competent number of justices of the peace
shall be elected, by the electors, in each township in the
several counties. Their term of office shall be three
years, and their powers and duties shall be regulated
by law.

SEC. 10. All judges, other than those provided for in
this constitution, shall be elected by the electors of the
judicial district for which they may be created, but Rot
for a longer term of office than five years.

SEC. 12. The judges of the courts of common pleas
shall, while in office, ,reside in the district for which they
are elected; and their term of office shall be for five
years.

SEC. 13. In case the office of any judge shall be
come vacant, before the expiration of the regular term
for which he was elected, the vacancy shall be filled by
appointment by the governor, until a successor is elected
and qualified; and such successor shall be elected for
the unexpired term, at the first annual election that oc
curs more than thirty days after the vacancy shall have
happened.

SEC. 14. The judges of the supreme court, and of the
court of common pleas, shall, at stated times, receive,
for their services, such compensation as may be pro
vided by law, which shall not be diminished, or increased,
during their term of office; but they shall receive no fees
or perquisites, nor hold any other office of profit or trust,
under the authority 0.£ this state, or the United States.
All votes for either of them, for any elective office, ex
cept a judicial office, under the authority of this state,
given by the general assembly, or the people, shall be
void.

SEC. IS. The general assembly may increase, Or di
minish, the number of the judges of the supreme court,
the number of the districts of the court of common pleas,
the number of judges in any district, change the districts,
or the subdivisions thereof, or establish other courts,
whenever two-thirds of the members elected to each
house shall concur therein; but no such change, addi
tion, or diminution, shall vacate the office of any judge.

SEC. 16. There shall be elected in each county, by
the electors thereof, one clerk of the court of common
pleas, who shall hold his office for the term of three
years, and until his successor shall be elected and quali
fied. He shall, by virtue of his office, be clerk of all
other courts of record held therein; but, the general as
sembly may provide, by law, for the election of a clerk,
with a like term of office, for each or any other of the
courts of record, and may authorize the judge of the
probate court to perform the duties of clerk for his
court, under such regulations as may be directed by law.
Clerks of courts shall be removable for such cause and
in such manner as shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 17. Judges may be removed from office, by con
current reso.lution of both houses of the general assem
bly, if two-thirds of the members, elected to each house,
concur therein; but, no such removal shall be made, ex
cept upon complaint, the substance of which shall be
entered on the journal, nor, until the party charged shall
have had notice thereof, and an opportunity to be heard.

SEC. 18. The several judges of the supreme court,
o.f the common pleas, and of such other courts as may
be created, shall, respectively, have and exercise such
power and jurisdiction, at chambers, or otherwise, as
may be directed by law.
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SEC. 19. The general assembly may establish courts
of conciliation, and prescribe their powers and duties;
but such courts shall not render final judgment in any
case, except upon 3ubmission, by the parties, of the mat
ter in dispute, and their agreement to abide such j udg
ment.

SEC. 20. The style of all process shall be, "The
State of Ohio;" all prosecutions shall be carried on, in
the name, and by the authority, of the state of Ohio;
and all indictments shall conclude, "against the peace and
dignity of the state of Ohio."

SEC. 22. [21]. A commission, which shall consist of
five members, shall be appointed by the governor, with
the advice and consent of the senate, the members of
which shall hold office for the term of three years from
and after the fir3t day of February, 1876, to dispose of
such part of the business then on the dockets of the su
preme court, as shall, by arrangement between said com
mission and said court, be transferred to such commis
sion; and said commission shall have like jurisdiction and
power in respect to such business as are or may be vested
in said court; and the members of said commission shall
receive a like compensation for the time being with the
judges of said court. A majority of the members of said
commission shall be necessary to form a quorum or pro
nounce a decision, and its decision shall be certified, en
tered, and enforced as the judgments of the supreme
court, and at the expiration of the term of said com
mission, all business undisposed of shall by it be certi
fied to the supreme court and disposed of as if. said com
mission had never existed. The clerk and reporter of
said court shall be the clerk and reporter of said com
mission, and the commission shall have such other atten
dants not exceeding in number those provided by law
for said court, which attendants said commission may
appoint and remove at its pleasure. Any vacancy .oc
curring in said commission, shall be filled by appomt
ment of the governor, with the advice and consent of the
senate, if the senate be in 3ession, and if the senate be
not in session, by the governor, but in such last case,
such appointment shall expire at the end of the next
session of the general assembly. The general assembly
may, on application of the supreme court duly entered
on the journal of the court and certified, provide by law,
whenever two-thirds of such [each] house shall con
cur therein, from time to time, for the appointment, in
like manner, of a like commission with like powers, ju
risdiction and duties; provided, that the term of any
such commission shall not exceed two years, nor shall
it be created oftener than once in ten years.

ARTICLE V.

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE.

SEC. I. Every white male citizen of the United States,
of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a
resident of the state one year next preceding the elec
tion, and of the county, township, or ward, in which he
resides, such time as may be provided by law, shall have
the qualifications of an elector, and be entitled to vote at
all elections.

SEC. 2. All elections shall be by ballot.
SEC. 3. Electors, during their attendance at e1ecti01!S,

aad in going to, and returning therefrom, shall be pnv-

ileged from arrest, in all cases, except treason, felony,
and breach of the peace.

SEC. 4. The general assembly shall have power to
exclude from the privilege of voting, or of being eligible
to office, any person convicted of bribery, perjury, or
other infamous crime.

SEC. S. No person in the military, naval, or marine
service of the United States, shall, by being stationed in
any garrison, or military, or naval station, within the
state, be considered a resident of this state.

SEC. 6. No idiot, or insane person, shall be entitled
to the privileges of an elector.

ARTICLE VI.

EDUCATION.

SEC. I. The principal of all funds, ans111g from the
sale, or other disposition of lands, or other property,
granted or entrusted to this state for educational and
religious purposes, shall forever be preserved inviolate,
and undiminished; and, the income arising therefrom,
shall be faithfully applied to the specific obj ects of the
original grants, or appropriations.

SEC. 2. The general assembly shall make such pro
visions, by taxation, or· otherwise, as, with the income
arising from the school trust fund, will secure a thorough
and efficient system of common schools throughout the
state; but no religious or other sect, or sects, shall ever
have any exclusive right to, or control of, any patt of the
school funds of this state.

ARTICLE VII.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

SEC. I. Institutions for the benefit of the insane,
blind, and deaf and dumb, shall always be fostered and
supported by the state; and be subject to such regulations
as may be prescribed by the general assembly.

SEC. 2. The directors of the penitentiary shall be ap
pointed or elected in such manner as the general as
s~mbly may direct; and the trustees of the benevolent,
and other state institutions, now elected by the general
assembly, and of such other state institutions, as may
be hereafter created, shall be appointed by the governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the senate; and
upon all nominations made by the governor, the ques
tion shall be taken by yeas and nays, and entered upon
the journals of the senate.

SEC. 3. The governor shall have power to fill va
cancies that may occur in the offices aforesaid, until
the next session of the general assembly, and, until a
successor to his appointee shall be confirmed and quali
fied.

ARTICLE VIII.

PLTRLIC DEBT AND PUBLIC WORKS.

SEC. I. The state may contract debts to supply casual
deficits or failures in revenues, or to meet expenses not
otherwise provided for; but the aggregate amount of
such debts, direct and contingent, whether contracted by
virtue of one or more acts of the general assembly, or
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at different. periods of time, shan never exceed seven
hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and the money, aris
ing from the creation of such debts, shall be applied to
the purpose for which it was obtained, or to repay the
debts so contracted, and to no other purpose whatever.

SEC. 2. In addition to the above limited power, the
state may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress insur
rection, defend the state in war, or to redeem the present
outstanding indebtedness of the state; but the money,
arising from the contracting of such debts, shall be ap
plied to the purpose for which it was raised, or to repay
such debts and to no other purpose whatever; and all
debts, inc~rred to redeem the present outstanding in
debtedness of the state, shall be so contracted as to be
payable by the sinking fund, hereinafter provided for,
as the same shall accumulate.

SEC. 3. Except the debts above specified in sections
one and two of this article, no debt whatever shall here
after be created by or on behalf of the state.

SEC. 4. The credit of the state shall not, ill any man
ner, be given or loaned to, or in aid of, any individual,
association or corporation whatever; nor shall the state
ever hereafter become a joint owner, or stockholder, in
any company or association in this state, or elsewhere,
formed for any purpose whatever.

SEC. 5. The state shall never assume the debts of any
county, city, town, or township, or of any corporation
whatever, unless such debt shall have been created to
repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or defend the state
in war.

SEC. 6. The general assembly shall never authorize
any county, city, town, or township, by vote of its citi
zens, or otherwise, to become a stockholder in any joint
stock company, corporation, or association whatever; or
to raise money for, or loan its credit to, or in aid of,
any such company, corporation, or association.

SEC. 7. Th'e faith of the state being pledged
for the payment of its public debt, in order to provide
therefor, there shall be created a sinking fund, whicn
shall be sufficient to· pay the accruing interest on such
debt, and, annually, to reduce the principal thereof, by
a sum not less than one hundred thousand dollars,
increased yearly, and each and every year, by compound
ing, at the rate of six per cent. per annum. The said
sinking fund shall consist. of the net annual income of
the public works and stocks owned by the state, of any
other funds or resources that are, or may be, provided
by law, and of such further sum, to be raised by tax
ation, as may be required for the purposes aforesai~.

SEC. 8. The auditor of state, secretary of state, and
attorney general, are hereby created a board of com
missioners, to be styled, "The Commissioners of the
Sinking Fund."

SEC. -9. The commissioners of the sinking fund shall,
immediately preceding each regular session of the general
assembly, make an estimate of the probable amount of
the fund, provided for in the seventh section of this ar
ticle. from all sources except from taxation, and report
the same, together with all their proceedings relative to
said fund and the public debt, to the governor, who shall
transmit the same with his regular message, to the gen
eral assembly; and the general assembly shall make all
necessary provision for raising and disbursing said sink
ing fund, in pursuance of the provisions of this article.

SEC. 10. It shall be the duty of the said commis
sioners faithfully to apply said fund together with all
moneys that may be, by the general assembly, appropri
ated to that obj ect, to the payment of the interest, as it
becomes due, and the redemption of the principal of
the public debt of the state, excepting only, the school
and trust funds held by the state.

SEC. 11. The said commissioners shall, semi-annually,
make a full and detailed report of their proceedings to
the governor, who shall, immediately, cause the same to
be published, and shall also communicate the same to the
general assembly, forthwith, if it be in session, and if
not, then at its first session after such report shall be
made.

SEC. 12. So long as this state shall have public works
which require superintendence, there shall be a board of
public works, to consist of three members, who shall
be elected by the people, at the first general election after
the adoption of this constitution, one for the term of
one year, one for the term of two years, and one for
the term of three years; and one member of said board
shall be elected annually thereafter, who shall hold his
office for three years.

SEC. 13. The powers and duties of said board of
public works, and its several members, and their compen
sation, shall be such as now are, or may be, prescribed by
law.

ARTICLE IX.

MILITIA.

SEC 1. All white male citizens, residents of this state,
being eighteen years of age, and under the age of forty
five years, shall be enrolled in the militia, and perform
military duty, in such manner, not incompatible with the
constitution and laws of the United States, as may be
prescribed by law.

SEC. 2. Majors general~ brigadiers general, colonels,
lieutenant colonels, majors, captains) and subalterns.
shall be elected by the persons subject to military duty,
in their respective districts.

SEC. 3. The governor shall appoint the adjutant gen
eral, quartermaster general, and such other staff officers,
as may be provided for by law. Majors, generals, brig
adier generals, colonels or commandants of regiments,
battalions, or squadrons, shall, severally, appoint their
3taff, and captains shall appoint their non-commissioned
officers and musicians.

SEC. 4. The governor shall commission all officers
of the line and staff, ranking as such; and shall have
power to call forth the militia, to execute the laws of
the state, to suppress insurrection, and repel invasion.

SEC. 5. The general assembly shall provide, by law,
for the protection and safe keeping of the public arms.

ARTICLE X.
COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATIONS.

SEC. 1. The general assembly shall provide, by law,
for the election of such county and township officers as
may be necessary.

SEC. 2. County officers shall be elected on th.e fir3t
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, by the
electors of each county in such manner, and for such
term, not exceeding three years, as may be provided by
law.



ARTICLE XI.

SEC. 3. No person shall be eligible to the office of
sheriff, or county treasurer, for more than four years,
in any period of six years.

SEC. 4. Township officers shall be elected by the elect
ors of each township, at such time, in such manner, and
for such term, not exceeding three years, as may be pro
vided by law; but shall hold their offices until their suc
cessors are elected and qualified.

SEC. S. No money shall be drawn from any county or
township treasury, except by anthority of law.

SEC. 6. Justices of the peace, and county and town
ship officers, may be removed, in such manner and for
such caU3e,as shall be prescribed by la:w.

SEC. 7. The commissioners of counties, the trustees
of townships, and similar boards, shall have such power
of local taxation, for police purposes, as may be pre
~;cribed by law.

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES

The Constitution of the State of Ohio of I8S1.

county adjoining it, having the least number of inhab
itants; and the representation of the district, so formed,
shall be determined as herein provided.

SEC. 6. The ratio for a senator shall forever, here
after, be ascertained by dividing the whole population
of the state by the number thirty-five.

SEC. 7. The state is hereby divided into thirty-three
senatorial districts, as follows: The county of Hamil
ton shall constitute the first senatorial district; the coun
ties of Butler and Warren, the second; Montgomery
and Preble, the third; Clermont and Brown, the fourth;
Greene, Clinton, and Fayette, the fifth; Ross and High
land, the sixth; Adams, Pike, Scioto, and Jackson, the
seventh; Lawrence, Gallia, Meigs, and Vinton, the eighth;
Athens, Hocking, and Fairfield, the ninth; Franklin and
Pickaway, the tenth; Clark, Champaign, and Madison,
the eleventh; Miami, Darke, and Shelby, the twelfth;
Logan, Union, JVIarion, and Hardin, the thirteenth;
Washington and .Morgan, the fourteenth; Muskingum
and Perry, the fifteenth; Delaware and Licking, the six-

APPORTIONMENT. teenth; Knox and Morrow, the seventeenth; Coshocton
SEC. 1. The apportionment of this state for memben and Tuscarawas, the eighteenth; Guernsey and Monroe,

of the general assembly shall be made every ten years, the nineteenth; Belmont and Harrison, the twentieth;
after the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. Carroll and Stark, the twenty-first; Jefferson and Co
in the following manner: The whole population of the lumbiana, the twenty-second; Trumbull and Mahoning,
state, as ascertained by the federal census, or in such the twenty-thi'rd; Ashtabula, Lake, and Geauga, the
other mode as the general assembly may direct, shall be twenty-fourth; Cuyahoga, the twenty-fifth; Portage and
divided by the number "one hundred," and the quotient Summit, the twenty-sixth; Medina and Lorain, the
shall be the ratio of representation in the house of repre- twenty-seventh; VI/ayne and Holmes, the twenty-eighth;
sentatives, for ten years next succeeding such apportion- Ashland and Richland, the twenty-ninth; Huron, Erie,
ment. Sandusky, and Ottawa, the thirtieth; Seneca, Crawford,

SEC. 2. Every county having a population equal to and \Vyandot, the thirty-first; Mercer, Auglaize, Allen,
one-half of said ratio, shall be entitled to one represent- Van Wert, Paulding, Defiance, and \Villiams, the thirty
ative; every county, containing said ratio, and three- second; and Hancock, Wood, Lucas, Fulton, Henry, and

- -~ourths over, shall be entitled to two representatives; Putnam, the thirty-third: For the first decennial period,
every county containing three times said ratio, shall be after the adoption of this constitution, each of said dis
entitled to three representatives; and so on, requiring tricts shall be entitled to one senator, except the first
after the first two, an entire ratio for each additional district, which shall be entitled to three senators.
representative. Provided, however, that each county SEC. 8. The same rules shall be applied, in apportion-
shall have one representative. ing the fractions of senatorial districts, and in annexing

SEC. 3. vVhen any county shall have a fraction above districts, which may hereafter have less than three-
the ratio, so large, that being multiplied by five, the re- fourths of a senatorial ratio, as are applied to represent
suIt will be equal to one or more ratios, additional rep- ative districts.
resentatives shall be apportioned for such ratios, among SEC. 9. Any county forming part of a senatorial dis
the several sessions of the decennial period, in the £01-1 trict, having acquired a population equal to a full sen
lowing manner: If there be only one ratio, a repre-I atorial ratio, shall be made a separate senatorial district~

sentative shall be allotted to the fifth session of the c1e- I at any regular decennial apportionment, if a full sena
cennial period; if there are two ratios, a representative torial ratio shall be left in the district from which it shall
shall be allotted to the fourth and third sessions, respect- be taken.
ively; if three, to the third, second, and first sessions, SEC. 10. For the first ten years, after the year one
respectively; if four, to the fourth, third, second, and thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, the apportionment
first sessions, respectively. of representatives shall be as provided in the schedule,

SEC. 4. Any county, forming with another county or and no change shall ever be made in the principles of
counties, a representative district, during one decennial representation, as herein established, or, in the senatorial
period, if it have acquired sufficient population at the districts, except as above provided. All territory, belong
next decennial period, shall be entitled to a separate rep- ing to a county at the time of any apportionment, shall,
resentation, if there shall be left, in the district fro111 as to the right of representation and suffrage, remain an
which it shall have been separated, a population suffi- integral part thereof, during the decennial period.
eient for a representative; but no such change shall be SEC. I1. The governor, auditor, and secretary of state,
made, except at the regular decennial period for the ap- or any two of them, at least six months prior to the Oc
portionment of representatives. tober election, in the year one thousand eight hundred

SEC. S. If, in fixing any subsequent ratio, a county. and sixty-one, and, at each decennial period thereafter,
previously entitled to a separate representation, shall ascertain and determine the ratio of representation, ac
have less than the number required by the new ratio for cording to the decennial census, the number of repre
a representative, such county shall be attached to the scntatives and senators each county or district shall be
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CORPORATIONS.

A.RTICLE XIII.

SEC. I. The general assembly shall pass no special
act conferring corporate powers.

SEC. 2. Corporations may be formed under general
laws; but all such laws may, from time to time, be al
tered or repealed.

SEC. 3. Dues from private corporations shall be se
cured by such means as may be prescribed by law, but
in no case shall any stockholder be individually liable
otherwise than for the unpaid stock owned by him or
her.
. SEC. 4. The property of corporations, now existing
or hereafter created, shall forever be subject to taxa
tion, the same as the property of individuals.

SEC. 5. No right of way shall be appropriated to the
usc of any corporation, until full compensation therefor
be first made in money, or first secured by a deposit of
money, to the owner, irrespective of any benefit from
any improvement proposed by such corporation; which
compensation shall be ascel"tained by a jury of twelve
men, in a court of record, as shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 6. The general assembly shall provide for the
organization of cities, and incorporated villages, by gen
eral laws, and restrict their power of taxation, assess-

ARTICLE XII.
FIN ANCE AND TAXATION.

SEC. I. The levying of taxes, by the poll, is griev
ous and oppressive; therefore, the general assembly shall
never levy a 'poll tax, for county or state purposes.

entitled to elect and for what years, within the next en- SEC. 2. Laws shall be passed, taxing by a uniform
suing ten years: and the governor shall cause. the same rule, all moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks;
to be published, in such manner as shall be dIrected by joint stock companies, or otherwise; and also all real
law. and personal property according to its true value in

JUDICIAL APPORTIONMENT. money, excepting bonds of the state of Ohio, bonds of
allY city, village, hamlet, county, or township in this state,

SEC. 12. For judicial purposes, the state shall be ap- and bonds issued in behalf of the public schools of Ohio
portioned as follows: and the means of instruction in connection therewith,

The county of Hamilton, shall constitute the first dis- which bonds shall be exempt from taxation; but bury
trict which shall not be subdivided; and the judges ing grounds, public schoolhouses, houses used exclu
ther~in, may hold separate courts or separate sittings of sively for public worship, institutions of purely public
the same court, at the same time. charity, public property used exclusively for any public

The counties of Butler, Preble, and Darke, shall con- purpose, and personal property, to an amount not ex
stitute the first subdivision; Montgomery, Miami, and ceecling in value two hundred dollars, for each individ
Champaign, the second; and Warren, Clinton, qre~ne, nal, may, by general laws, be exempted from taxation;
and Clark, the third subdivision, of the second dIstnct; but all such laws shall be subject to alteration or re
and, together, shall form such dis.trict. __. peal; and the value of all property, so exempted, shall,

The 'counties of Shelby, AuglaIze, Allen, Hard1l1, Lo- from time to time, be ascertained and published as may
gan, Union, and Marion, shall constitute the ~rst sub- be directed by law.
division; ]\fIercer, Van Wert, Putnam, Pauld111g, De- SEC. 3. The general assembly shall provide, by law,
fiance, Vvilliams, Henry and Fulton, the second; and Ifor taxing the notes and bills discounted or purchased,
VVood, Seneca, Hancock, Wyandot, and Crawford the I moneys loaned, and all other property, effects, or dues,
third subdivision, of the third district; and, together, of every description, (without deduction,) of all banks,
shall form such district. now existing, or hereafter created, and of all bankers,

The counties of Lucas, Ottawa, Sanclusky, Erie, and so that all property employed in banking, shall always
Huron shall constitute the first subdivision; Lorain, bear a burden of taxation, equal to that imposed on the
l\1edin~ and Summit, the second; and the county of property of individuals.
Cuyahoga, the third SUbdivision: o~ the fourth district; SEC. 4. The general assembly shall provide for rais-
and, together, shall form such chstnct. ing revenue., sufficient to defray the expenses of the

The counties of Clermont, Brown, and Adams, shall state, for each year, and also a sufficient sUm to pay
constitute the first subdivision; Highland, Ross, and the interest on the state debt.
Fayette, the second i ~~d Pickaway, Fran~din., and lVIadi- SEC. S. No tax shall be levied, except in pursuance
son the third subdIvIslOn, of the fifth dIstnct; and, to- of law; and every law imposing a tax, shall state, dis
cyet1;er shall form such district. tinctly, the object of the same, to which only, it shall
b The' counties of Licking, Knox, and Delaware, shall be applied.
constitute the first subdivision; l\10rrow, Richland, and SEC. 6. The state shall never contract any debt for
Ashland the second; and Wayne, Holmes, and Coshoc- purposes of internal improvement.
ton the'third subdivision of the sixth district; and, to-
geti1er, shall form such distric(

I'he counties -of Fairfield, Perry, and Hocking, shall
constitute the first subdivision; Jackson, Vinton, Pike,
Scioto and Lawrence, the second; and Gallia, :Meigs,
Athens, and VVashington, the third subdivision, of the
seventh district; and, together, shall form such district.

I'he counties of l\1uskingum and l\tIorgan, shall con
stitute the first subdivision; Guernsey, Belmont, and
Monroe, the second; and Jefferson, Harrison, and Tus
carawas, the third subdivision, of the eighth district;
and, together, shall form such district.

The counties of Stark, Carroll, and Columbiana, shall
constitute the first subdivision; Trumbull, Portage, and
Mahoning, the second; and Geauga, Lake, and Ashta
bula, the third subdivision, of the ninth district; and,
together, shall form such district.

SEC. 13. The general assembly shall attach any l1~W

counties, that may hereafter be erected, to such (11s
tricts, or subdivisions thereof, as shall be most conve
nient.
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ment, borrowing money, contracting debts and loaning
their credit, so as to prevent the abuse of such power.

SEC. 7. No act of the general assembly, authorizing
associations with banking powers, shall take effect until
it shall be submitted to the people, at the general elec
tion next succeeding the passage thereof, and be ap
proved by a majority of all the electors, voting at such
election.

ARTICLE XIV.

JURISPRUDENCE.

SEC. 1. The general assembly, at its first session af
ter the adoption of this constitution, shall provide for
the appointment of three commissioners, and prescribe
their tenure of office, compensation, and the mode of
tilling vacancies in said commission.

SEC. 2. The said commissioners shall revise, reform,
simplify and abridge the practice, pleadings, forms, and
proceedings of the courts of record of this state; and,
as far as practicable and expedient, shall provide for
the abolition of the distinct form of action at law, now
in use, and for the administration of justice by a uni
form mode of proceeding, without reference to any dis
tinction between law and equity.

SEC. 3. The proceedings of the commissioners shall,
from time to time, be reported to the general assem
bly, and be subject to the action of that body.

ARTICLE XV.

MISCELLANEOUS.

SEC. 1. Columbus shall be the seat of government,
until otherwise directed by law.

SEC. 2. The printing of the laws, journals, bills, leg
islative documents and papers for each branch of the
general assembly, with the printing required for the
executive and other departments of state, shall be let,
on contract, to the lowest responsible bidder, by such
executive officers, and in such manner, as shall be pre
:"cribed by law ~

SEC. 3. An accurate and detailed statement of the
receipts and expenditures of the public money, the sev
eral amounts paid, to whom, and on what account, shall,
fro111 time to time, be published, as shall be prescribed
bv law.

• SEC. 4. No person shall be elected or appointed to
any office in this state, unless he possess the qualifica
tions of an elector.

SEC. 5. No person who shall hereafter fight a duel,
assist in the same as second, or send, accept, or know
ingly carry, a challenge therefor, shall hold any office
in this state.

SEC. 6. Lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets, for
any purpose whatever, shall forever be prohibited in this
state.

SEC. 7. Every person chosen or appointed to any
office under this state, before entering upon the dis
charge of its duties, shal take oath or affirmation, to sup
port the constitution of the United States, and of this
state, and also an oath of office.

SEC. 8. There may be established, in the secretary
of state's office, a bureau of statistics, under such regu
lations as tray be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE XVI.

AMENDMENTS.

SEC. I. Either branch of the general assembly may
propose amendments to this constitution; and, if the
same shall be agreed to by three-fifths of the members
elected to each house, such proposed amendments shall
be entered on the journals, with the yeas and nays, and
shall be published in at least one newspaper in each
county of the state, where a newspaper is published, for
six months preceding the next election for senators and
representatives, at which time the same shall be sub
mitted to the electors, for their approval or rejection;
and if a majority of the electors, voting at such elec
tion, shall adopt such amendments, the same shall be
come a part of the constitution. When more than one
amendment shall be submitted at the same time, they
shall be so submitted as to enable the electors to vote
on each amendment, separately.

SEC. 2. Whenever two-thirds of the members elected
to each branch of the general assembly, shall think it
necessary to call a convention, to revise, amend, or
change this constitution, they shall recommend to the
electors to vote, at the next election for members to
the general assembly, for or against a convention; and
if a majority of all the electors, voting at said election,
shall have voted for a convention, the general assembly
shall, at their next session, provide, by law, for calling
the same. The convention s~1all consist of as trl'lny
members as the house of representatives, who shall be
chosen in the same manner, and shall meet within three
months after their election, for the purpose, aforesaid.

SEC. 3. At the general election, to be held in the year
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, and in
each twentieth year thereafter, the question: "Shall
there be a convention to revise, alter, or amend the con
stitution," shall be submitted to the electors of the state;
and, in case a majority of all the electors, voting at such
election, shall decide in favor of a convention, the gen
eral assembly, at its next session, shall provide, by law,
for the election of delegates, and the assembling of such
convention, as is provided in the preceding section; but
no amendment of this constitution, agreed upon by any
convention assembled in pursuance of this article, shall
take effect. until the same shall have been submitted to
the electors of the state, and adopted by a majority of
those voting thereon .

ARTICLE XVII.

ELECTIONS.

SEC. I. Elections for state and county officers shall
be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November in the even numbered years; and all elec
tions for all other elective officers shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in
the odd numbered years.

SEC. 2. The term of office of the governor, lieutenant
governor, attorney-general, secretary of state and treas
urer of state shall be two years, and that of the auditor
of state shall be four years. The term of office of judges
of the supreme court and circuit courts shall be such
even number of years not less than six (6) years as
may be prescribed by the general assembly; that of the
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SCHEDULE.

SEC. I. All laws of this state, in force on the first
day of September one thousand eight hundred and fifty
one, not inconsistent with this constitution, shall con
ti:1UC in force, until amended, or repealed.

SLC, 2. The first election for members of the gen
eral assembly, under this constitution, ~hall be hel(f on
the second Tuesday of October, one thonsanc1 eight
ht1l1tlred and fifty-one.

SEC. 3. The first election for governor, lieutenant
governor, auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state and
attorney general, shall be held on the second Tuesday of
October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. The
persons, holding said offices on the first day of Septem·
bel', one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, shall con
tinue therein, until the second l\1onday of January, one
thmlf.anc1 eight hundred and fifty-two.

SEC. 4. The first election for judges of the supreme
court, co.urts of common pleas, and probate courts, and
clerks of the courts of common pleas, shall be held on
the second Tuesday of October, one thousand eight hun
dred and fifty-one, and the official term of said judges
and clerks, so elected, shall commence on the second
Monday of February, one thousand eight hundred and
fi fty-two. Judges and clerks of the courts of common
pleas and supreme court, in office on the first day of Sep
tember, one tbousand eight hundred and fifty-one, shall
continue in office with their present powers and duties.
nntil the second l\fonclay of Febrnary, one thonsand

judges of the common pleas court six (6) years and of eight hundred and fifty-two. No suit or proceeding,
the judges of the probate court, four (4) years, and pending in any of the courts of this state, shall be affected
that of other judges shall be such even number of years by the adoption of this constitution.
not exceeding six (6) years as may be prescribed by SEC. 5. The register and receiver of the land office,
the general assembly. The term of office of justices of directors of the penitentiary, directors of the benevolent
the peace shall be such even number of years not ex- institutions of the state, the state librarian, and all other
ceeding four (4) years, as may be prescribed by the officers, not otherwise provided for in this constitution,
general assembly. The term of office of the members of in office on the first day of September, one thousand eight
the board of public works shall be such even number hundred and fifty-one, shall continue in office, until their
of years not exceeding six (6) years as may be so pre- terms expire, respectively, unless the general assembly
scribed; and the term of office of all elective county, shall otherwise provide.
township, municipal and school officers shall be such SEC. 6. The superior and commercial courts of Cin
even number of years not exceeding four (4) years as cinnati, and the superior court of Cleveland, shall remain,
may be so prescribed. until otherwise provided by law, with their present

And the general assembly shall have power to so ex- powers and jurisdiction; and the judges and clerks of
tend existing terms of office as to affect the purpose of said courts, in office on the first day of September. one
section I of this article. thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, shall continue in

Any vacancy which may occur in any elective state office, until the expiration of their terms of office, respect
office other than that of a member of the general as- ively, or, until otherwise provided by law; but neither
sembly or of governor, shall be filled by appointment by of said courts shall continue after the second Monday of
the governor until the disability is removed, or a suc- February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three;
cessor elected and qualified. Every such vacancy shall and no suits shall be commenced in said two first men
be filled by election at the first general election for the tioned courts, after the second Monday of February, one
office which is vacant, that occurs more than thirty (30) thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, nor in said last
days after the vacancy shall have occurred. The per- mentioned court, after the second M0!lday in August,
son elected shall fill t'he office for the unexpired term. one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two; and all busi
All vacancies in other elective offices shall be filled for ness in either of said courts, not disposed o.f within the
the unexpired term in such manner as may be pre-I time limited for their continuance as aforesaid, shall be
scribed by law. I transferred to the court of common pleas.

SEC. 3. Every elective officer holding office when I SEC. 7. All county and township officers and justices
this amendment is adopted, shall continue to hold such of the peace, in office on the first day of September, one
office for the full term for which he was elected, and thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, shall continue in
until his successor shall he elected and qualified as pro- office until their terms expire, respectively.
vided by law. SEC. 8. Vacancies in office, occurring after the first

clay of September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty
one, shall be filled, as is now prescribed by law, and until
officers are elected or appointed, and qualified, under this
constitution.

SEC. 9. This constitution shall take effect, on the first
day of September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty
one.

SEC. 10. All officers shall continue in office, until their
successors shall be chosen and qualified.

SEC. I I. Suits pending in the supreme court in bank.
shall be trans ferred to the supreme court provided for in
this constitution, and be proceeded in according to law.

SEC. 12. The district courts shall, in their respective ~

counties, be the successors of the present supreme court;
and all suits, prosecutions, judgments, records, and pro
ceedings, pending and remaining in said supreme court,
in the several counties of any district, shall be tr..a.ns
ferred to the respective district courts of such counties,
and be proceeded in, as though no change had been made
in said supreme court.

SEC. 13. The said courts of common pleas, shall be
the successors of the present co.urts of common pleas
in the several counties, except as to probate jurisdiction;
and all suits, prosecutions, proceedings, records and judg
ments, pending or being in said last mentioned courts.
except a3 aforesaid, shall be transferred to the courts of
common pleas created by this constitution, and proceeded
in, as thoug'h the same had been therein instituted.

SEC. 14. The probate courts provided for in this con
stitution, as to all matters within the jurisdiction confer:..
red upon saicl courts, shall he the successon, in the sev-



PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES

The Constitution of the State of Ohio of 1851.

eral counties of the present courts of common pleas; and
the records,'files, and papers, business and proceedings,
appertaining to said jurisdiction, shall be tran.sferred to
said courts of probate, and be there proceeded m, accord
ing to law.

SEC. IS. Until otherwise provided by law, elections
for judges and clerks shall be held, and the poll books
returned, as is provided for governor, and the abstract
therefrom, certified to the secretary of state, shall be by
him opened, in the presence of th~ &overnor, who shall
delare the result, and i3sue commISSIons to the persons
elected.

SEC. 16. Where two or more counties are joined in a
senatorial, representative, or judicial distri~t, the returns
of elections shall be sent to the county, havmg the largest
population.

SEC. 17. The foregoing constitution shall be submitted
to the electors of the state, at an election to be held on
the third Tuesday of June, one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-one, in tHe sever~l election di5tri~ts of this ~tate.

The ballots at such electIOn shall be wntten or printed
as follows: Those in favor of the constitution, "New
Constitution Yes;" those against the constitution, "New
Constitution: No." The polls at said election shall be
opened between the hours of eight and ten o'clock A.

M., and closed at six o'clock P. M.; and the said election
shall be conducted and the returns thereof made and
certified. to the se~retary of state, as provided by law
for ann~al elections of state and county officers. \Vithin
twenty days after such election, the secretary of state
shall open the returns thereof, in the pres~n~e of the gov
ernor; and, if it shall appear that a maJonty of all th.e
votes, cast at such election, are in favor of the con~b

tntion, the governor shall issue his proclamation, ~tat~ng

that fact and said constitution shall be the constItutIOn
of the st~te of Ohio, and not otherwise.

SEC. 18. At the time when the votes of the electors
shall be taken for the adoption or rejection of this ~on

stitution the additional section, in the words followmg,
to-wit: '''No licen3e to traffic in intoxicating liquors shall
hereafter be granted in this state; but the general as
sembly may, by law, provide against evils resulting there
from," shall be separately submitted. to the e.lectors for
adoption or rejection, in form followmg, to-WIt: A ~ep

arate ballot may be given by every e1e~tor and deJ?oslted
in a separate box. Upon the .ballots glv~n for saId sep
arate amendment shall be wntten or prmted, or partly
written and partly printed, the words: "License to. sell
intoxicating liquors, Yes;" and upon the ballots gIVe?
against said amendment, in like manner, the words: "~I

c~nse to sell intoxicating liquors, No." If, at the ~aId
election, a majority of all the yates given for ,~n~l agamst
said amendment, shall contam the words.: LIcense to
sell intoxicating liquors, No," then the saId amendment
shall be a separate section of article fifteen of the con
3titution.

SEC. 19. The apportionment of. the house of repr:
sentatives, during the first decenmal period under thiS
constitlltion. shall be as follows:

The counties of Adams, Allen, Athens, Auglaize, Car
roll, Champaign, Clark, CI.ii1ton, Crawford, Darke, Del
a1ware, Erie, Fayette, GallIa, Geauga, Greene, Hancock,
Harrison, Hocking, Holmes, Lake, Lawrence,. Logan,
Madison IV[arion, Meigs, Morrow, Perry, Plckaway,
Pike Pr~ble Sandusky, Scioto, Shelby, and Union, shall,
seve;ally, b~ entitled to one representative, in each ses
sion of the decennial period.

The counties of Franklin, Licking, Montgomery, and
Stark shall each be entitled to two representatives, in
each ~ession of the decennial period.

The counties of Ashland, Coshocton, Highland, Huron,
Lorain, Mahoning, Medina, Miami, Portage, Seneca,
Summit and vVarren, shall, severally, be entitled to one
represe~tative, in each session; and one ad~litiona~ rep
resentative in the fifth session of the decenmal penod.

The counties of Ashtabula, Brown, Butler, Clermont,
Fairfield, Guernsey, Jefferson, Knox, Monroe, l\~organ,

Richland Trumbull, Tuscarawas, and Washlllgton,
shall, 3e~erally, be entitled to one representative, il~ each
session; and two additional representatives, one III the
third, and one in the fourth session of the decennial per
iod.

The counties of Belmont, Columbiana, Ross and
\Vayne, shall, severally, be entitled t.o. one representa
tive in each session' and three addItIOnal representa
tive~ one in the first,' one in the second, and one in the
third session of the decennial period.

The county of l\1usking~lm shall be entitle.d. to two rep
resentatives in each seSSIOn; and one additIOnal repre
sentative i~ the fifth session, of the decennial period.

The c~unty of Cuyaho~a shall be entitle~ .to two rep
resentatives, in each seSSIOn; and two adclttlOnal repre
sentatives, one in the third, and one in the fourth ses
sion of the decennial period.

The county of Hamilton shall be entitled to seven
representatives, in each session; and fOUf additiona.l rep
resentatives one in the first, one in the second, one 111 the
third, and ~ne in the fourth session, of the decennia
period.

The following counties, until tbey shall have acquired
a sufficient population to entitle them to elect, separate
ly, under the fourth section of t~e elevent~ article, shall
form districts in manner followmg, to-WIt: The coun
ties of Jackson and Vinton, one district; the counties of
Lucas and Fulton, one district; the counties of VVyando'
and Hardin, one district; the counties of Mercer and
Van Wert, one district; the counties of Paulding, De
fiance and \iVilliams, one district; the counties of Put
nam ~nd Henry, one district; and the counties of Wood
and Ottawa, one district; each of which districts shall
be entitled to one representative, in every session of the
decennial period.

Done in convention, at Cincinnati, the tent~ day of
March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eIght hun
dred and fifty-one, and of the independence of the
United States, the seventy-fifth.

WILLIAM MEDILL, President.
Attest: WM. H. GILL, Secretary.




