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MODULE 1: INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL INTERPRETING 
M1.1 Lesson 1 - Court Interpretation US History 

LESSON PLAN OVERVIEW 
 

 
Individual Lesson 

 
Objectives 

 
Suggested  
Materials 

 
Activities 

 
Homework 
 

1. Protocol: Court Interpretation 
History in the U.S. 

1. A) Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 
1. B) The Court Interpreters 
Act 1978 
1. C) The Executive Order 
13166 
1. D) Brennan Center for 
Justice 88-Page Report 
1. E) Memorandum for Heads 
of Department Components  

 
2.Skills: 

2. A) Questionnaire 

• Students will receive an 
overview of the history of 
Court Interpretation in the 
U.S. and they will 
recognize the following 
legislations: Title VI of the 
civil rights act of 1964, 
the court interpreter’s act 
1978, the Executive 
Order 13166. 

• Students will identify the 
origins of the Court 
Interpreter certification 
process and, therefore, 
they will understand the 
need of qualified 
interpreters in the courts. 

• Instructor’s Power Point. 
• Instructor must gather notes 

and anecdotes regarding the 
history of Court Interpretation 
in the U.S.   

• Questionnaire. 

• Discussion: The 
importance of training 
before taking the 
certification exams. 

• As described in 
handouts. 

• Students will look 
deeper into the 
Title VI of the civil 
rights act of 1964 
and the Executive 
Order 13166. 
 

• Official sources 
https://www.supre
mecourt.gov/about
/constitutional.aspx 

 


