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Judicial Resources 
 

Supreme Court of Ohio  
supremecourt.ohio.gov 

Services to Courts 
• Bench Cards, Guides & Toolkits 
• BCI & NICS Reporting Requirements 
• Case Management, including  

o Resources,  
o Case Inquiry Form, and  
o Statistical Reporting 
o Case Inquiry Form 

• Dispute Resolution 
• Domestic Violence Program 
• Language Services 
• Judicial Assignment Program and Igor 

Judicial College 
• Website, including links to: 

o Calendar 
o OhioCourtEDU 

Miscellaneous 
• Opinion Search 
• Ohio Rules of Court 

o Proposed Rule Amendments 
• Forms 
• Judicial Liability Insurance 
• Ohio Courts Network 
• Writing Manual 

Ohio Judicial Conference  
https://www.ohiojudges.org 

• Tools & Bench Aids. Includes  
• Traffic charts and handbooks. 
• Offense Lists 
• Criminal Bench Book (Common 
Pleas) 
• Duty to Fingerprint,  

o see BCI & NICS Reporting, 
above. 

• Sealing and Expungement charts 

• Publications  
• Recent Jury Instructions (OJI) 
• Judges Resource Manual 
• Judicial Associations 
• Legislative 

• Enactment Summaries 
• Bills that Impact the Judiciary 

Ohio Board of Professional Conduct 
bpc.ohio.gov 

• Financial Disclosure 
• Judicial Candidates 

• Advisory Opinions 
• Judicial Ethics Guides 

National Organizations 
• National Center for State Courts 

(NCSC) 
o Consulting & Research Areas of 

Expertise. 
o Education & Careers. 

• National Judicial College (NJC) 
o Course Catalog 
o Resources 

Publications 
• Judicature (Duke Law School) 
• The Judges’ Journal (ABA) 

 

• Court Review (American Judges Assoc.) 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/court-services/bench-cards/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/court-services/bci-nics/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/case-management-section/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/case-management-section/case-inquiry-form/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/case-management-section/statistical-reporting-information-and-forms/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/case-management-section/case-inquiry-form/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/dispute-resolution/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/domestic-violence-program/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/language-services/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-assignment/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/OARS/Account/LogOn
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/education/judicial-college/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudicialCollegePublicCalendar/#/judicialcollegecourses
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/ohioCourtEDU/register/default.asp
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/Rod/docs/Default.aspx
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/laws-rules/ohio-rules-of-court/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/RuleAmendments/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/forms/all-forms/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/judges/judges/judicial-liability-insurance/
https://www.ohiocourts.gov/Default.aspx
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/opinions-cases/opinions/writing-manual
http://ohiojudges.org/Resources/tools-and-bench-aids
http://ohiojudges.org/tools-and-bench-aids/ocpja-bench-book
http://www.ohiojudges.org/Resources/duty-to-fingerprint
http://ohiojudges.org/Resources/publications
http://ohiojudges.org/Resources/recent-jury-instructions
http://ohiojudges.org/Resources/judges-resource-manual
http://ohiojudges.org/Resources/judicial-associations
http://ohiojudges.org/Legislative/enactment-summaries
http://ohiojudges.org/PendingLegislation
https://www.bpc.ohio.gov/
https://www.bpc.ohio.gov/financial-disclosure-statements
https://www.bpc.ohio.gov/judicial-candidates
https://www.bpc.ohio.gov/advisory-opinions
https://www.bpc.ohio.gov/judges-and-magistrates
https://www.ncsc.org/
https://www.ncsc.org/consulting-and-research
https://www.ncsc.org/consulting-and-research
https://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers
https://www.judges.org/
https://www.judges.org/courses/
https://www.judges.org/resources/
https://judicature.duke.edu/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/judicial/publications/judges_journal/
https://www.amjudges.org/resources/court-review
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https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
mailto:Officeofcourtservice@sc.ohio.gov
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/managing-courts-in-ohio-a-guide-for-court-managers/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Boards/iCourt/remoteHearingJudGuide.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/justiceAccess/resources/Flyer_Color.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/interpreterSvcs/LSResources/benchCards/appointmentCredentialing.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JCS/domesticViolence/publications/DVChildAbuse.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/bridges/bridgesToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/caregiverNotice/caregiver.pdf


 

 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/CPMToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/childWelfareAtty.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/JCS/benchcards/juvenileFinancialSanctions.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/CustodyEvaluatorToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/JCS/benchcards/dependencyBenchCards.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/children-families/juv-court-guide/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/schoolAttendanceToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/domesticViolence/resources/firearms.pdf


 

 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/domesticViolence/publications/elderAbuse.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/ProceduralFairnessSelfRepLitigants.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/disputeResolution/GCRS/brochure.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/disputeResolution/GCRS/GCRSProcess.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/domesticViolence/publications/firearmsReturn.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/judicialAssignment/JAProgramOverview.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/GALToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/traumaInformedCourt.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/juvenileDiversionToolkit.pdf


 

 
 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/juvenileHumanTrafficking.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/juvenileBenchCards/juvenilebenchcards.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/interpreterSvcs/LSResources/benchCards/LangSvces.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/children-families/limited-scope-representation
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/LegalResources/Rules/superintendence/Superintendence.pdf#Rule95
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/NeutralEvalToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/Non-FatalStrangulationMyths.pdf


 

 

 

 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/Non-FatalStrangulationBenchcard.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/pathwayApproach.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/JCS/parentingGuide.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/MATCommControl.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/MATCommControl.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/resources/PHVBenchcard.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/domesticViolence/publications/POOverviewCard.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/domesticViolence/publications/POstatutesChart.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/QRTPToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/QualityHearingToolkit.pdf


 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/NICS/resources/BCIQuickRefGuide.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/SCO/justices/oconnor/finesFeesBailLetter.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/coronavirus/resources/hearingBacklogsBenchCard.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Boards/iCourt/techPlanGuide.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/NICS/resources/BCIToolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/MarsysLaw/Toolkit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/MarsysLaw/QuickRefGuide.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/courtSvcs/justiceAccess/vetSvcs/VetPoster8.5x11.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/JCS/benchcards/victimsRightsPoster.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/interpreterSvcs/LSResources/benchCards/VRICard.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/interpreterSvcs/LSResources/benchCards/ASL.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/interpreterSvcs/LSResources/benchCards/TIbenchcard.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/JCS/CFC/resources/youthEngagement/youthEngagement.pdf
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http://www.narf.org/icwa/faq/notice.htm#Q16
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https://ohiochildsupportcalculator.ohio.gov/home.html
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Child Support, Custody, and Parentage - 21

A lack of service of summons will render a custody order invalid 
and void ab initio.
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https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=b4e57b9f89d1be8c9aff7596b51f4fd4&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bORC%20Ann.%203109.04%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=7&_butInline=1&_butinfo=OHCODE%202919.25&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzk-zSkAz&_md5=99248a595189a271bfc7795c53a29caa
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https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=b4e57b9f89d1be8c9aff7596b51f4fd4&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bORC%20Ann.%203109.04%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=7&_butInline=1&_butinfo=OHCODE%202919.25&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzk-zSkAz&_md5=99248a595189a271bfc7795c53a29caa
https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=b4e57b9f89d1be8c9aff7596b51f4fd4&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bORC%20Ann.%203109.04%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=7&_butInline=1&_butinfo=OHCODE%202919.25&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzk-zSkAz&_md5=99248a595189a271bfc7795c53a29caa
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JJRA Changes to the 
JJDPA (2018)

David Hejmanowski, Judge
Delaware County Probate/Juvenile Court

dhejmanowski@co.delaware.oh.us

JJDPA History
◈ The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention Act was first passed in 1974 and 
has been reauthorized several times.

◈ Prior to 2018, the last reauthorization had 
been in 2002.  The most contentious issue in 
each reauthorization has been the VCO –
Valid Court Order exception.
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JJDPA History
◈ The act has generally applied federal 

requirements to participating states in 
exchange for federal funding.

◈ Among those requirements:
◈ Deinstitutionalization of status offenders
◈ Sight and sound separation from adult inmates
◈ Removal of youth from adult jails
◈ Racial and Ethnic Disparity guidelines

JJDPA History
◈ Anywhere from 45 to 49 states and several 

federal territories have participated at any 
given time.

◈ Compliance is monitored by the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP) through state compliance officers.

◈ State compliance in Ohio is monitored by the 
Department of Youth Services.
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JJRA (2018) Changes
◈ A number of major changes in state-level 

compliance and funding were made in the 
2018 reauthorization.

◈ Community-based prevention and treatment
◈ 3-year compliance monitoring cycle
◈ Tracking restraint usage
◈ Monitoring pregnant inmates
◈ Prohibiting solitary confinement of youth

JJRA (2018) Changes
◈ Three substantial changes impact juvenile 

court judges:
◈ The Definition and application of ‘adult inmate’ as 

it applies to the confinement of youth with adults 
and in adult facilities;

◈ The confinement of youth charged as adults;
◈ Changes to the use of the VCO exception and 

what is required for a valid VCO.
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Adult Inmates
◈ The definition of adult inmate has been 

changed.  It now reads:
◈ (26) the term “adult inmate” 

(A) means an individual who—
(i) has reached the age of full criminal responsibility under applicable State law; and
(ii) has been arrested and is in custody for or awaiting trial on a criminal charge, or is 
convicted of a criminal offense; and
(B) does not include an individual who—
(i) at the time of the offense, was younger than the maximum age at which a youth 
can be held in a juvenile facility under applicable State law; and
(ii) was committed to the care and custody or supervision, including post-placement 
or parole supervision, of a juvenile correctional agency by a court of competent 
jurisdiction or by operation of applicable State law

◈ Clear as mud, right?

Adult Inmate
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Juveniles Tried as Adults
◈ New provisions of the JJRA require that:
◈ Not later than 12/21, unless a court finds, after a hearing 

and in writing, that it is in the interest of justice, juveniles 
awaiting trial or other legal process who are treated as 
adults for purposes of prosecution in criminal court and 
housed in a secure facility

◈ Shall not have sight or sound contact with adult inmates; 
and

◈ Except as noted later, may not be held in any jail or lockup 
for adults.

Juveniles Tried as Adults
◈ In determining whether it is in the interest of justice to 

permit a juvenile to be held in any jail or lockup for adults, 
or have sight or sound contact with adult inmates, a court 
shall consider: 

◈ The age of the juvenile;

◈ The physical and mental maturity of the juvenile;

◈ The present mental state of the juvenile, including whether the juvenile presents an 
imminent risk of harm to the juvenile;

◈ The nature and circumstances of the alleged offense

◈ The juvenile’s history of prior delinquent acts;

◈ The relative ability of the available adult and juvenile detention facilities to not only 
meet the specific needs of the juvenile but also to protect the safety of the public as 
well as other detained youth; and

◈ Any other relevant factor
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Juveniles Tried as Adults
◈ If a court determines that it is in the interest of justice to permit a 

juvenile to be held in any jail or lockup for adults:

◈ (I) the court shall hold a hearing not less frequently than once 
every 30 days, or in the case of a rural jurisdiction, not less 
frequently than once every 45 days, to review whether it is still in 
the interest of justice to permit the juvenile to be so held or have 
such sight or sound contact;

◈ (II) the juvenile shall not be held in any jail or lockup for adults, or 
permitted to have sight or sound contact with adult inmates, for 
more than 180 days, unless the court, in writing, determines there 
is good cause for an extension or the juvenile expressly waives this 
limitation.

Juveniles Tried as Adults
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VCO Exception
◈ Generally, the JJDPA prohibits the housing of 

status offenders in detention.
◈ As an exception to that rule, a status offender 

may be housed in detention if that offender 
has previously been given orders by the court 
and has been found to have specifically 
violated those orders.

◈ The JJRA narrows the VCO exception.
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VCO Exception
◈ For the VCO exception to apply, the JJDPA 

requires that the following actions occur 
when a status offender is taken into custody: 

◈ An appropriate public agency shall be promptly notified that the status 
offender is held in custody;

◈ Not later than 24 hours during which the juvenile is so held, an authorized 
representative of the agency shall interview, in person, such status 
offender; and

◈ Not later than 48 hours during which the status offender is so held the 
representative shall submit an assessment to the Court that issued the 
order, regarding the immediate needs of the status offender.

VCO Exception
◈ The Court must conduct a hearing on the record at which the juvenile has 

the right to counsel. The Court must determine whether there is 
reasonable cause to believe that the status offender violated an order and 
issue a written order that: 

◈ Identifies the valid court order that has been violated;

◈ Specifies the factual basis for determining that there is reasonable cause to believe 
that the status offender has violated such order;

◈ Includes findings of fact to support a determination that there is no appropriate less 
restrictive alternative available to placing the status offender in such a facility, with 
due consideration to the best interest of the juvenile; 

◈ Specifies the length of time, not to exceed 7 days, that the status offender may 
remain in a secure detention facility or correctional facility; 

◈ Includes a plan for the status offender’s release from such facility; and 

◈ Provides that the order may not be renewed or extended. 
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VCO Exception
◈ About that assessment:
◈ “The term ‘assessment’ includes, at a minimum, an interview and review of 

available records and other pertinent information... by an appropriately 
trained professional who is licensed or certified by the applicable State in 
the mental health, behavioral health or substance abuse fields...and which 
is designed to identify significant mental health, behavioral health, or 
substance abuse treatment needs to be addressed during a youth’s 
confinement” 

◈ Requiring an assessment of a status offender taken into custody is not 
new, but the fact that it now must be conducted by a professional who is 
licensed or certified in mental health, behavioral health or substance abuse 
fields is a notable change. 
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Why Do We Care?
◈ The JJRA is more restrictive than Ohio law in 

each of these areas.  
◈ What is at stake? Funding:

Why Do We Care?
◈ There are also potential legal consequences.  

In addition to appellate review, federal legal 
action is a possibility:

◈ D.B. v. Tewksbury, 545 F.Supp. 896 (1982) – Oregon enjoined from housing status 
offenders in a joint juvenile/adult facility.  Plaintiffs awarded damages and attorney’s 
fees.

◈ Hendrickson v. Griggs, 672 F.Supp. 1156 (1987) – Iowa ordered to comply with the 
JJDPA and prepare a plan to do so within months.

◈ Horn v. Madison County Fiscal Court 22 F.3d 653 (1994)- The JJDPA creates a private 
right of action.
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Contact Info:
dhejmanowski@co.delaware.oh.us

(740)833-2600
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Marsy’s Law 
Implementation for 

Juvenile Courts

Marsy’s Law 
Implementation

David Hejmanowski

Delaware County Probate/Juvenile Court

dhejmanowski@co.delaware.oh.us

2
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Constitutional Amendment
Article I, Section 10(a)

1

Constitutional Amendment

November, 2017 election

Passed 83%-17%

Replaced Amendment 2, passed in 1994

6th State to adopt a Marsy’s Law

$10.5 million raised in support of the 
Amendment, $0 raised against it

4
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(A) To secure for victims justice and due process throughout the criminal and juvenile justice systems, a 
victim shall have the following rights, which shall be protected in a manner no less vigorous than the rights 
afforded to the accused: 

(1) to be treated with fairness and respect for the victim's safety, dignity and privacy; 
(2) upon request, to reasonable and timely notice of all public proceedings involving the criminal offense or 
delinquent act against the victim, and to be present at all such proceedings; 
(3) to be heard in any public proceeding involving release, plea, sentencing, disposition, or parole, or in any 
public proceeding in which a right of the victim is implicated; 
(4) to reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting on behalf of the accused; 
(5) upon request, to reasonable notice of any release or escape of the accused; 
(6) except as authorized by section 10 of Article I of this constitution, to refuse an interview, deposition, or 
other discovery request made by the accused or any person acting on behalf of the accused; 
(7) to full and timely restitution from the person who committed the criminal offense or delinquent act against 
the victim; 
(8) to proceedings free from unreasonable delay and a prompt conclusion of the case; 
(9) upon request, to confer with the attorney for the government; and 
(10) to be informed, in writing, of all rights enumerated in this section. 

Constitutional Amendment
5

Constitutional Amendment

(B) The victim, the attorney for the government upon request of the victim, or the victim's other lawful 
representative, in any proceeding involving the criminal offense or delinquent act against the victim or in 
which the victim's rights are implicated, may assert the rights enumerated in this section and any other right 
afforded to the victim by law. If the relief sought is denied, the victim or the victim's lawful representative 
may petition the court of appeals for the applicable district, which shall promptly consider and decide the 
petition. 

(C) This section does not create any cause of action for damages or compensation against the state, any 
political subdivision of the state, any officer, employee, or agent of the state or of any political subdivision, or 
any officer of the court. 

(D) As used in this section, "victim" means a person against whom the criminal offense or delinquent act is 
committed or who is directly and proximately harmed by the commission of the offense or act. The term 
"victim" does not include the accused or a person whom the court finds would not act in the best interests of a 
deceased, incompetent, minor, or incapacitated victim. 

(E) All provisions of this section shall be self-executing and severable, and shall supersede all conflicting 
state laws. 

6
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7

Legislative Implementation
House Bill 343

134th General Assembly

8

2
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Implementation 

House Bill 343

Passed House 90-1 on May 18th

Passed Senate 32-0 on December 14th

Signed by Governor on January 5th

Effective on April 6, 2023

9

Implementation

Definitions:
⬩ - ‘Criminal offense’: An act or omission, 

punishable by incarceration, but not able to be 
disposed of by a traffic violations bureau

⬩ - ‘Victim’: A person against whom the offense 
or delinquent act is committed, or a person 
who is directly and proximately harmed by the 
commission of the act. 

10

Other - 33



Victim Representative

A victim representative is permitted to 
exercise the victim’s rights if the victim is 
deceased, incapacitated, a minor, a member of 
the victim’s family, a victim advocate or any 
person so designated by the victim.

A victim representative may not be the 
accused, nor any other person whom the court 
finds would not act in the victim’s interests.

11

Victim Representative

A victim representative may be removed on 
motion of the prosecutor or sua sponte by the 
court, but only if:
⬩ - Notice is given
⬩ - A hearing is held
⬩ - The court finds by a preponderance of the 

evidence 
⬩ - The court then appoints a victim advocate, a 

GAL, or a ‘special advocate’

12
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Exercising of Marsy’s Law Rights

The victim or victim’s representative must 
‘opt-in’ to some rights and protections

Supreme Court must prepare a form

Law enforcement must provide form to victim

Victim may change preferences at any time

Form must say whether victim is directly 
harmed or proximately harmed

13

Right to Counsel

Supreme Court form must tell the victim they 
have the right to counsel

Attorney is not at public expense

Attorney is not appointed by the court

Attorney may appear and represent victim’s 
interests at court hearings

14
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Right to Interpreter

The victim or victim’s representative has the 
right to the use an interpreter

This right applies in all court hearings and in 
meetings with law enforcement and the 
prosecutor’s office

Moreover, the statutory language says that all
of these interpreter services are to be paid for 
by the COURT.  

15

Hearing Notice

HB 343 requires all courts to notify the 
prosecutor of a hearing day no less than 10 
days before the hearing unless all parties agree 
to a shorter timeline. The prosecutor must then 
notify the victim of the hearing.

Provides that the court may, sua sponte, set a 
hearing on shorter notice if that shorter notice 
is ‘reasonable under the circumstances’.

16
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Hearing Notice

The court must directly provide notice to the 
victim (if requested) of:
⬩ - Probation or community control revocation

hearings
⬩ - Hearings on proposed modifications of the

terms of probation or community control
⬩ - The arrest of a person on probation or

community control
⬩ - A defendant’s failure to complete diversion

17

Testimonial Rights

The victim and victim’s representative may 
refuse to testify as to address, phone number, 
place of employment and other personal 
identifying information

Court may review that information in-camera

Court may determine that release of the 
information is required for due process

18
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Testimonial Rights

If information is subpoenaed from the victim 
and a motion to quash is filed, the court must 
conduct a hearing.  Compliance can be ordered 
if the court finds:
⬩ - Documents are evidentiary and relevant
⬩ - Documents are not otherwise reasonably obtainable
⬩ - Trial preparation requires the release or the trial may 

be otherwise delayed
⬩ - The subpoena was issued in good faith

19

Testimonial Rights

Statute now provides that the victim cannot be 
compelled to participate in an interview on any 
matter, including the offense

The victim may not, however, ignore or 
disregard a court-issued subpoena or 
deposition notice

20
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Child Testimony

If the victim is a minor or a person with a 
developmental disability and that person must 
testify, requires that:
⬩ - Questions be asked in an easily understandable 

manner, including a ‘child-friendly’ oath
⬩ - There be no harassment
⬩ - An advocate be permitted to be present and visible
⬩ - Courtroom accommodations be made
⬩ - The court provide for flexibility in ‘formalities’ to 

provide for the comfort of the child or developmentally 
disabled person

21

Child Testimony

Accommodations (cont.):
⬩ - A ‘comfort item’ be permitted
⬩ - A screen be allowed that permits the court and jury to 

see the witness but prevents the witness from seeing the 
person charged

⬩ - A secure and comfortable waiting area where the 
witness and support person can wait together

⬩ - A victim advocate or representative must be permitted 
to inform the court about the witness’s ability to 
understand and to request necessary accommodations. 

22
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Presence and Participation

The victim or their representative have the right to 
be present for all proceedings

The victim, their representative, or their counsel 
have the right to be heard on any issue that 
materially affects a victim’s rights

If the victim is not present, the court must inquire 
of the prosecutor whether they asked to be 
notified, were notified, or if the prosecutor met 
with the victim on the instant issues

23

Inquiring of Prosecutor

New law requires the court to ask the 
prosecutor if they have conferred with the 
victim at any of the following events:
⬩ - Granting of pre-trial diversion
⬩ - Amending or dismissing a charge
⬩ - Agreeing to a negotiated plea

⬩ If not, the court may not proceed.

24
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Plea Hearings

At any plea hearing, the victim has the right to 
be present and heard.  If the victim is not 
present, the court may only proceed if:
⬩ - The prosecutor states, on the record, that they have 

conferred with the victim
⬩ - The prosecutor discloses reasonable efforts to have 

notified the victim
⬩ - The prosecutor informs the court of any objection by 

the victim
⬩ - The prosecutor informs the court that Marsy’s Law has 

been complied with

25

Standing to Appeal

If the victim requests a hearing on a victim’s right, 
the court must conduct such a hearing within ten 
days.

The victim has standing to appeal any order of the 
court that substantively affects their rights.

If the court denies the request, it must state its 
reasons in the order and inform the victim of the 
right to appeal or seek an extraordinary writ.

26
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Standing to Appeal

An interlocutory appeal must be made within 
14 days.  A direct appeal must be made within 
30 days.

Interlocutory appeals have an accelerated 
timeline, with the Court of Appeals required to 
rule within 35 days of argument.

Any request for an extraordinary writ must be 
acted upon within 45 days.

27

Restitution

HB 343 removes the prior prohibition on 
restitution for minor misdemeanors if they are 
a ‘criminal act’ (thus not traffic offenses)

Clarifies that restitution to a deceased victim 
goes to their survivors or estate

Prohibits the court from waiving the 
reparations fund costs imposed by previous 
law

28
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Restitution

Ties restitution amount to ‘economic loss’, 
minus payments from insurance.  Economic 
loss includes:
⬩ - The value (actual or replacement) of stolen or

damaged property
⬩ - Medical or mental health expenses
⬩ - Wages lost, including commissions
⬩ - The cost of a specialized vehicle if the victim

is permanently disabled

29

Juvenile Provisions

Eliminates alternative restitution methods 
from 2152.20

Sets preponderance of the evidence standard 
on determination of ‘full restitution’

Permits community service on minor 
misdemeanors if the community service 
generates funds to pay restitution

30
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Juvenile Provisions

Creates new juvenile restitution statute in R.C. 
2152.203

Provides that any money owed to the juvenile 
by the state should be seized to pay restitution

Sets priority of payments if multiple victims

Mandates that restitution survives the offender 
turning 21 in the form of a civil judgment

31

Juvenile Provisions

Expands circumstances in which juvenile 
victim testimony may be taken by desposition
rather than live during trial:
⬩ - Preponderance of the evidence
⬩ - That victim will suffer ‘serious emotional 

trauma’

32
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Marsy’s Law 
Implementation 

David Hejmanowski, Judge
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Victims of a criminal offense have a constitutional right to receive full restitution from the person who committed the criminal offense or delinquent 
act against them.i  Victims may choose to seek restitution, but do not have to.  Restitution may be awarded to the victim’s estate if the victim is 
deceased.  This form is designed to assist you in gathering information to present at a restitution hearing after the offender has been found guilty 
or adjudicated delinquent.  Restitution does not necessarily cover every loss suffered by the victim.  The victim retains the ability to seek damages 
from the offender in a civil action if necessary. 
 
WHAT IS RESTITUTION? 
Restitution is compensation for “economic loss” due to the criminal offense. Victims can be reimbursed for “economic loss” they had or will have 
because of the crime, including but not limited to: 

• Full or partial payment for the value of stolen or damaged property (the replacement cost of the property or the actual cost of repairing 
the property if repairs are possible); 

• Medical expenses; 
• Mental health counseling expenses; 
• Wages or profits lost due to injury or harm, including lost commission income and base wages; and 
• Expenses related to making a vehicle or residence accessible if the victim is permanently disabled as a result of the offense. ii 

 
HOW DO I REQUEST RESTITUTION? 
To receive restitution, you, your victim’s representative, or your attorney should let the prosecutor assigned to your case know that you are 
requesting restitution.  This request may be made any time before the defendant is sentenced or the court approves a plea agreement.  Make sure 
the court has enough time to schedule a restitution hearing if one is necessary.  
 
HOW IS THE AMOUNT OF RESTITUTION DETERMINED? 
The court will determine how much the offender pays in restitution.  A hearing may be held where you, your victim’s representative, your attorney, 
if applicable, and the prosecutor provide information to show the amount of economic losses you have or will suffer.  The court cannot give you 
more than your economic loss from the criminal offense, so the court will ask if you have received any insurance or governmental assistance.  This 
amount will be subtracted from the court’s restitution order.  The offender may also provide information. iii  
 
WHAT DO I NEED IN ORDER TO SHOW MY LOSSES? 
You, your victim’s representative, your attorney, or the survivor of the victim should keep records of all expenses that have been or will be incurred 
because of the crime to show the amount of your loss (documentation such as invoices, receipts, medical bills, etc.)  This documentation is used by 
the court to determine the amount of restitution the offender is ordered to pay.   
 

CRIME VICTIM RESTITUTION AMOUNT SUMMARY FORM 
This form is not intended to be filed with the court. 
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WHAT IF YOU OR THE OFFENDER DISAGREE WITH THE RESTITUTION AMOUNT? 
You, your victim’s representative, your attorney, the survivor of the victim, or the offender may dispute the amount of restitution ordered by the 
court.  The court will then conduct a hearing to discuss the restitution amount and provide you with the opportunity to show why you disagree 
with the court’s determination.  You or your victim’s representative may be asked to testify at the court hearing.iv 
 
WHAT HAPPENS IF THE OFFENDER DOES NOT PAY? 
The court ordering the restitution retains the authority to enforce the order until the amount is fully paid.  If the offender is a juvenile, the juvenile 
court will enforce the order until the offender turns 21 years old.  After that, the restitution order turns into a civil judgment and can be enforced 
by the county or municipal court where the offender or victim resides.    
 
DOES THE RESTITUTION ORDER EXPIRE? 
No. The offender’s obligation to pay restitution lasts until the amount is fully paidv, and the amount of restitution, once ordered, cannot be reduced 
or suspended if you or your attorney objects.vi   If you request it, the court may allow you to accept a settlement amount that is less than the full 
restitution order, if the court determines that you were not coerced to agree to the lower amount.   
 

i Ohio Constitution Article I, Section 10a(A)(7) 
ii R.C. 2152.203(B) and R.C. 2929.281(A) 
iii R.C. 2152.20(A)(3) and R.C. 2929.28(A)(1) 
iv R.C. 2152.20(A)(3) and R.C. 2929.28(A)(1) 
v R.C. 2152.203(F) and R.C. 2929.18(A)(1) 
vi R.C. 2152.203(E) and R.C. 2929.281(D) 
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HOW TO USE THIS FORM 

This form is intended to assist you or a victim’s estate with gathering information necessary for determining the economic losses suffered for 
purposes of calculating restitution.  You will be responsible for providing documentation verifying the amounts listed on this form.   

SECTION 1: VICTIM INFORMATION 

Victim’s Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ Case number: ____________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________   City: _________________________________, State: ___________, Zip: __________ 

Email address: _____________________________________________________________________ Phone number: __________________________________________ 

If a VICTIM’S REPRESENTATIVE has been designated, please provide their name and contact information. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ Phone number: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________   City: __________________________________, State: ___________, Zip: _________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________________________________  

If the victim has an ATTORNEY, please provide their name and contact information. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ Company name: _________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________  City: __________________________________, State: __________, Zip: _________ 

Email address: _____________________________________________________________________ Phone number: __________________________________________ 

This form should be given to the prosecutor assigned to your case or your attorney along with the necessary supporting 
documentation.  Be sure to keep copies of your documentation for yourself. 
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SECTION 2: STOLEN OR DAMAGED PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 

The following property was stolen or damaged:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  The property can be repaired.     The property must be replaced.   

      Item(s) to be repaired: ___________________________________________    Item(s) to be replaced: ___________________________________________ 

      ___________________________________________________________________    ___________________________________________________________________ 

      Cost of repairs: ___________________________________________________    Cost of replacement: _____________________________________________ 

      Date(s) repairs were made: _______________________________________    Date(s) replacement received: ____________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 3: MEDICAL EXPENSES AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 
 

I have incurred the following medical expenses not covered by my insurance or government program:   

  Hospital-related expenses:  $_______________________________________          Doctor’s office visits:  $____________________________________________ 

  Medical equipment expenses:  $___________________________________           Physical therapy costs: $__________________________________________ 

  Eyeglasses or Hearing aids: $______________________________________           Prescription medicine: $___________________________________________ 

  Other expenses (specify) ___________________________________________ $______________________________________ 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED DOCUMENTATION: You should provide receipts or other documentation that shows the amount paid for repairs, the date the item(s) 
was repaired, and who performed the repairs.  For property that is replaced, provide invoices or receipts for the purchase of the new item(s).  These 
are expenses that are not covered by any auto, homeowner, commercial property, or any other type of insurance or government program. 

 

Make sure to have supporting documentation for these expenses. 

Make sure to have supporting documentation for these expenses. 
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SECTION 4: MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 
 

I have incurred the following mental health counseling expenses not covered by my insurance or government program:   

  Therapist’s office visits:  $__________________________________________           Prescription medicine: $__________________________________________ 

  Other expenses (specify) ___________________________________________ $______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 5: LOST WAGES, PROFITS, COMMISSION AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 
 

I have experienced a loss of income in wages, profits, or commission.*   

  I lost wages.      I lost profit.   

      Amount of lost wages: ____________________________________________     Amount of profit lost: __________________________________________ 

  Date(s) unable to work: ___________________________________________           Date(s) losses occurred: _______________________________________ 

  I returned to work on _____________________________________________    I lost commission. 

  I will be returning to work on ________________________________________           Amount of lost commission: ___________________________________ 

  I will be unable to return to work.          Date(s) of lost commission: ____________________________________ 

RECOMMENDED DOCUMENTATION: You should provide receipts or other documentation showing the amount paid for hospital bills, doctor visit co-
pays, medical or laboratory tests, medical equipment, physical therapy, prescription medicine, and other medically related expenses that are not 
covered by your health insurance or a government assistance program.  You should also document dates of hospital stay and medical appointments. 
You may also need to show documentation of insurance coverage. 
 

RECOMMENDED DOCUMENTATION: You should provide receipts or other documentation showing the amount paid for mental health counseling, 
such as therapist office visit co-pays, prescription medicine, and other related expenses that are not covered by your health insurance or a government 
assistance program.  You should also document dates of counseling appointments.  You may also need to show documentation of insurance coverage. 
 

Make sure to have supporting documentation for these expenses. 
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The doctor certifying time off work was: ________________________________________________    Doctor’s phone number: _____________________________ 

Doctor’s address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you receive (check all that apply):      Disability          Worker’s Compensation         Union/fraternal plan benefits 

  Food stamps/cash grant       Crime Victim’s Compensation        Other (specify) ____________________________________________________________       

 

 

    

 
 
 
 

 
SECTION 6: ACCESSIBILITY EXPENSES AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 
 

I incurred expenses related to making my vehicle or home accessible due to my permanent disability.   

  Vehicle Modification      Residence Modification   

      Cost of modifications: ___________________________________________ Cost of modifications: ____________________________________________ 

      Summary of modifications: _____________________________________  Summary of modifications: ______________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________________________ 

      Date(s) modifications occurred: _________________________________  Date(s) modifications occurred: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDED DOCUMENTATION: You should provide employer contact information, paycheck stubs, Internal Revenue Service W-2 forms, 
financial statements, tax returns, or other documentation showing the amount of income earned.  You should also provide records of any money 
or reimbursement received as replacement income for your inability to work.  For lost commission, documentation of income earned from the 
twelve-month period prior to the offense date is required.  *You are not entitled to lost wages for time voluntarily attending criminal court 
proceedings. [State v. Yerkey, 2022-Ohio-4298.]   

RECOMMENDED DOCUMENTATION: You should provide receipts or other documentation that shows the amount paid for modifications made to 
your vehicle and residence, the date(s) the modifications were made, and who performed the repairs.   

 

Make sure to have supporting documentation for these expenses. 

Make sure to have supporting documentation for these expenses. 
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SECTION 7: SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC LOSSES SUFFERED AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 
 

You are entitled to receive restitution for the amount of economic losses that you have or will suffer.  This amount will be reduced by any 
insurance or governmental assistance you have received as a result of the economic losses suffered due to the criminal offense. 
 
ECONOMIC LOSSES 

Amount paid for repair/replacement of stolen/damaged property      $_________________________________         I have supporting documentation.  

Amount paid for medical expenses                $_________________________________         I have supporting documentation. 

Amount paid for mental health counseling               $_________________________________         I have supporting documentation. 

Amount of lost wages, profit, or commission               $_________________________________         I have supporting documentation. 

Amount paid in making vehicle or residence accessible             $_________________________________         I have supporting documentation. 

   Total Economic Losses                           $____________________________________  
 
REIMBURSEMENT OR COMPENSATION RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE 

Amount paid by automobile insurance                                                       $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation.  

Amount paid by homeowner’s insurance                             $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation. 

Amount paid by commercial property insurance                            $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation. 

Amount paid by medical insurance                 $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation. 

Amount paid by government assistance                $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation. 

Other assistance received                  $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation. 

Other (specify) _________________________________________                $_________________________________        I have supporting documentation. 

   Total Compensation/Reimbursement $____________________________________  
 

Total Economic Losses $____________________   — (minus)   Total Compensation/Reimbursement $____________________   =   $_______________________ 
    Amount of 
 Restitution to   
 be Requested 
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Victims of crime have constitutionally protected rights.  This form provides important information 
about your rights as a victim of a criminal offense or delinquent act.  You will be asked to complete 
and sign this form so that criminal justice officials know which rights you wish to exercise.  The 
criminal justice official will also sign the form and provide you with a copy of the completed form. 
You or your victim’s representative may request additional copies of the completed form at any 
time.  

WHAT IS A VICTIM? 
A victim is a person against whom the criminal offense or delinquent act is committed OR someone 
who has been directly and proximately harmed by the commission of a criminal offense/delinquent 
act.i 

A criminal offense means an alleged act or omission that is punishable by incarceration and is not 
eligible to be disposed of by the Traffic Violations Bureau.ii  A delinquent act is a criminal offense 
committed by a person under the age of 18.iii  

WHAT IS A VICTIM’S REPRESENTATIVE? 
You can designate a victim’s representative to exercise your rights as a victim for you or with you. 
A victim’s representative can be anyone you choose other than the person who is alleged to have 
committed the criminal offense or delinquent act.  If the victim is a minor, incapacitated, 
incompetent, or deceased, the victim’s representative can be a member of the victim’s family or a 
victim advocate.iv 

You must tell law enforcement, the prosecutor, or the court if you are going to name a victim’s 
representative.  You can designate a victim’s representative on this form now.  You can also 
designate a victim’s representative later or change or remove a victim’s representative at any time 
by notifying law enforcement, the prosecutor, or the court.v 

WHAT IS A VICTIM ADVOCATE? 
A victim advocate is a person who will support you and assist you with the court proceedings related 
to the criminal offense/delinquent act.   

WHAT ARE MY RIGHTS AS A VICTIM? 
You have rights as a victim.  Some rights you are automatically entitled to and some rights you must 
request.  You can choose to exercise all, some, or none of your rights, and you can change your 
selections at any time.  

Know Your Rights 
Crime Victims’ Rights Information 
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AUTOMATIC RIGHTS RIGHTS THAT MUST BE REQUESTED 
You are automatically entitled to: 

• Be informed of your rights; 
• Be treated with fairness and respect for your 

safety, dignity, and privacy; 
• Reasonable protection from the accused or 

any person acting on behalf of the accused; 
• Receive information about the status of the 

case; 
• Refuse a defense interview, deposition, or 

other discovery request unless ordered by 
the court; 

• Object to defense requests for access to your 
confidential information, including medical, 
counseling, school, or employment records, 
access to your personal devices, online 
accounts, or other personal information; 

• Be present at all public proceedings;  
• Have a support person with you during 

proceedings; 
• Tell the court your opinion in public 

proceedings involving release, plea, 
sentencing, disposition, parole, and any 
other hearing that involves victims’ rights; 

• Object to unreasonable delays; and 
• Full and timely restitution from the offender. 

 

You must REQUEST the right to: 
• Receive notice of the arrest, escape, or 

release of the offender; 
• Reasonable and timely notice of all public 

court proceedings; 
• Confer with the prosecutor assigned to the 

case; 
• Be notified of subpoenas, motions, or other 

requests to access any of your personal 
information;  

• Appoint a Victim’s Representative. 
 

 
Of the rights that must be requested, you will be asked to select on this form which rights you want 
to exercise.  If you cannot or do not decide when law enforcement first contacts you, then you will 
be treated as if you chose to exercise all of your rights.  You can change your mind at any time 
about which rights you choose to exercise.  
 
Once a prosecutor contacts you about the case, if you have not done so already, you will have to 
choose which of the rights that are not automatically granted that you want to exercise, or it will 
then be treated as if you chose not to exercise (waived) those rights. You can change your mind 
at any time about which rights you choose to exercise. 
 
HOW DO I CHANGE THE RIGHTS I WANT TO EXERCISE? 
If you did not choose to exercise some or all of your rights that are not automatically granted to 
you, you or your victim's representative can request those rights at any time.  However, if you 
choose not to exercise some rights and then request them later, you may give up some rights that 
only apply during certain stages of the case. 
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To change the rights you wish to exercise, you must complete a new Victim’s Rights Request Form 
or make a request in writing and return it to the appropriate criminal justice official. 

WHAT TO DO IF THERE ARE CHANGES TO MY CONTACT INFORMATION? 
If you have changes to your contact information, you have a responsibility to inform the appropriate 
criminal justice official of these changes.  You must complete a new “Victim Contact Information” 
page of the Victim’s Rights Request Form. 

CAN I HIRE AN ATTORNEY? 
You have the right to hire an attorney to represent you in court.  Your attorney will receive notices 
about court hearings and meetings that involve your rights in order to represent you. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY RIGHTS ARE DENIED? 
If any of your rights are denied, you may ask the prosecutor to help, hire an attorney, request free 
legal assistance from Ohio Crime Victim Justice Center at www.ocvjc.org/request-for-assistance or 
(614) 848-8500, or represent yourself.

CAN I GET AN INTERPRETER? 
Yes.  If you are in need of a foreign language or American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter, you have 
the right to an interpreter at all court proceedings, meetings with the prosecutor, and all 
investigative proceedings at no cost to you.vi  You can indicate on this form that you need one and 
ask the criminal justice official you are working with to help get the interpreter at any time. 

CAN I KEEP MY PERSONAL INFORMATION PRIVATE? 
Yes, you may register for the Ohio Secretary of State’s “Safe at Home” program to keep your home 
address private.  Participants receive a “safe” mailing address to use official documents. 
Information is available at www.ohiosos.gov/secretary-office/office-initiatives/safe-at-
home/survivors/ or (614) 995-2255. 

To keep your identifying information private, you or your victim’s representative must make a 
written request for redaction to any law enforcement agency, prosecutor, or court that has your 
personal information as part of their official duties.  For more information on how to do this, contact 
a victim advocate in your area or the Ohio Crime Victim Justice Center at  www.ocvjc.org/request-
for-assistance or (614) 848-8500.  These requests should be made as soon as possible to keep your 
personal information private.   

HOW CAN I ADDRESS SAFETY CONCERNS REGARDING THE DEFENDANT? 
If you have concerns about your safety and keeping your information private, you have the following 
options: 

• Seek a protection order if you are eligible.  The investigating officer will provide resources in
your area to assist with requesting a protection order.

• Receive texts, calls, or emails to receive notice of a defendant or offender’s release or escape
from jail or prison.  Register at: www.vinelink.com/#state-selection or (866) 277-7477.
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WHAT IS AN ARRAIGNMENT AND HOW IS IT IMPORTANT TO MY RIGHTS? 
An arraignment is a hearing that can happen within a couple days after the defendant is charged 
with a crime.  The judge will decide whether or not to release the defendant on bond, set any bond 
conditions, and whether or not to issue a protection order. 
 
You have the right to attend the arraignment and tell the judge about any safety concerns and your 
opinion regarding the defendant’s release, bond conditions, and whether or not you would like a 
protection order.  
 
Law enforcement will notify you of the defendant’s arrest and give you a phone number for the 
clerk of the court where you can get information on the date, time, and location of the arraignment 
proceeding. 
 
CAN I BE COMPENSATED FOR MY LOSSES? 
You have the right to reimbursement for certain financial losses relating to your victimization.   
 
You may be eligible for financial assistance through the Crime Victim’s Compensation Fund for 
expenses such as medical counseling bills, work loss, and funeral expenses even if the suspect has 
not been arrested or convicted.  For more information and to apply, visit 
www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/individuals-and-families/victims/apply-for-victims-compensation or 
(800) 582-2877. 

 
If the defendant is convicted, you are eligible for restitution.  This means the court orders the 
offender to pay you for certain financial losses relating to your victimization.  It is important to keep 
a record of all expenses incurred as a result of the crime (receipts, invoices, estimates, etc.).  The 
court will use this information to determine what costs are properly included in the amount of the 
restitution order.  See separate Restitution Information Sheet. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• Ohio Crime Victim’s Rights: Helping Crime Victim Rebuild Their Lives, Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office available at www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Files/Publications-Files/Publications-for-
Victims/Picking-Up-the-Pieces-A-Guide-to-Helping-Crime-Vic or (800) 582-2877. 

• General resources for crime victims: Ohio Attorney General’s Office, Services for Victims 
available at www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/individuals-and-families/victims. 

• Victim’s Rights Toolkit, Ohio Crime Victim Justice Center available at www.ocvjc.org/victims-
rights-toolkit.

i Ohio Constitution Article I, Section 10a(D) 

You do NOT have to talk to, provide information, or provide materials to the defendant, 
defendant’s attorney, or anyone else acting on behalf of the defendant unless it has been ordered 
by the court.  You should contact the prosecutor immediately to let them know you have been 
contacted.  

 

Other - 56

http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/individuals-and-families/victims/apply-for-victims-compensation
http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Files/Publications-Files/Publications-for-Victims/Picking-Up-the-Pieces-A-Guide-to-Helping-Crime-Vic
http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Files/Publications-Files/Publications-for-Victims/Picking-Up-the-Pieces-A-Guide-to-Helping-Crime-Vic
http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/individuals-and-families/victims
http://www.ocvjc.org/victims-rights-toolkit
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ii R.C. 2930.01(A) 
iii R.C. 2930.01(O) 
iv R.C. 2930.02(A) 
v R.C. 2930.02(A) and (D) 
vi R.C. 2930.041 
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As a victim of a criminal offense or delinquent act, I understand the following: 
• I am entitled to certain rights as a victim.  Some rights are granted to me automatically and 

other rights I must request. 
• I can change my mind at any time about the rights I wish to exercise that are not 

automatically granted to me.   
• If I change my mind about which rights I wish to exercise, I must complete a Victim’s Rights 

Form or make the request in writing and return it to the appropriate criminal justice official. 
• I must notify the law enforcement agency, prosecutor, court, or custodial agency anytime my 

contact information changes. 
• I am to receive a copy of this form. 

 

 

 
AT THE TIME OF FIRST CONTACT  Date:  __________________________________________ 

At the first time of contact, the VICTIM 

 Did not make an election as to which rights they wanted to exercise. 

 Was unable to complete the Victim’s Rights Request Form  

If either of the two boxes below are checked, the victim is considered to have requested all rights 
not automatically granted to them until the prosecutor first contacts the victim.             

[R.C. 2930.06] 

SUBSEQUENT CONTACT    Date:  __________________________________________ 

 The victim/victim’s representative initiated a change in the rights that are requested. 

 The victim/victim’s representative changed their contact information. 

 
 

To be completed by law enforcement or the prosecutor: 

 
Reporting Agency: __________________________________________________________________________________     

County: _______________________________________________   Agency Phone Number: ___________________ 

Reporting Officer: _____________________________________________    Badge Number: __________________ 

Incident/Report Number: ___________________________________    Case Number: ______________________  

Date and location of arraignment (if known): _______________________________________________________ 

Prosecutor: _______________________________________   Prosecutor Phone Number: ___________________ 

Ohio Victim Rights Request Form 
This form is required to be given to a victim of a criminal offense or delinquent act by the 
law enforcement agency investigating the offense pursuant to R.C. 2930.04 and reviewed 
with the victim by the prosecutor within seven days of the beginning of the prosecution. 

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT USE ONLY 
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VICTIM’S RIGHTS REQUESTS 

You have rights as a victim.  Some rights you are automatically entitled to and some rights you 
must request.  You can use this form to choose to exercise all, some, or none of your rights. 
You can change your selections at any time.  

 
 
 

VICTIM STATUS 

I acknowledge that I am a victim because I am: 

 A person against whom a criminal offense or delinquent act was committed; or 

 A person directly or proximately harmed by the commission of a criminal offense or 
delinquent act. 

DESIGNATION OF VICTIM’S REPRESENTATIVE 

You may designate a victim’s representative to exercise your rights for you or with you.  You may 
choose, change, or remove your representative at any time.  You must complete a new Victim’s 
Rights Request Form or make a request in writing and return it to the appropriate official depending 
on the stage of your case. 

 I do not wish to designate a victim’s representative at this time. 

 I would like to designate the following individual as my victim’s representative. 

Name of Victim’s Representative: __________________________________________________ 

If a victim’s representative has been designated, please include their contact information on the page above. 

ELECTION OF YOUR VICTIM’S RIGHTS 

As a victim, you are automatically entitled to: 
• Be informed of your rights;
• Be treated with fairness and respect for your safety, dignity, and privacy;
• Reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting on behalf of the accused;
• Receive information about the status of the case;
• Refuse a defense interview, deposition, or other discovery request;

IMPORTANT 
The below information can be completed by the victim or the victim’s representative if one has 
been designated.  Any acknowledgement, election of rights, or affirmative statement made by the 
victim’s representative shall be treated as if the victim made the statement. 

You may change or remove your victim’s representative at any time by completing a new Victim’s 
Rights Request Form and return it to the criminal justice official. 
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• Object to defense requests for access to your confidential information, including medical, 
counseling, school, or employment records, access to your personal devices, online accounts, 
or other personal information; 

• Be present at all public proceedings;  
• Have a support person with you during proceedings; 
• Tell the court your opinion in public proceedings involving release, plea, sentencing, 

disposition, parole, and any other hearing that involves your rights; 
• Object to unreasonable delays; and 
• Full and timely restitution from the offender. 

 

   I want to exercise ALL of my rights (the automatic rights and those that require me to 
request to exercise them, outlined below). 

Below are rights that you must request in order to exercise. You may choose some, none, or 
all of them. 

I want to exercise the following rights: 

 Receive notice of the arrest, escape, or release of the offender; 

 Reasonable and timely notice of all public court proceedings; 

 Confer with the prosecutor assigned to the case; 

 Be notified of subpoenas, motions, or other requests to access any of my personal 
information; and 

 Appoint a Victim’s Representative (if you check this, please fill out the information above). 

You may change these rights at any time by completing a new Victim’s Right Request 
Form and returning it to the appropriate criminal justice official. 

 

REQUEST FOR AN INTERPRETER  
 

I would like to request: 

 A foreign language interpreter in _____________________________ language 

 An American Sign Language (ASL) Interpreter 

 I do not need an interpreter 
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VICTIM CONTACT INFORMATION 

Personal identifying information listed on this form shall be filed with the court on a  
separate page and is not a public record under Ohio Revised Code 149.43. 

 
WHO CAN SEE THIS INFORMATION? 

• The victim, victim’s representative, and the prosecutor may receive unredacted copies of this 
form. 

• The defendant, alleged delinquent child, or their attorney may see the victim’s name and 
completed form without the victim’s and victim’s representative’s address, phone number, 
email, and other identifying information unless directed by the court. [R.C. 2930.07] 

 
VICTIM INFORMATION (Required) 

Victim Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address*: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________________    Is it okay to text you?    Yes   No 

Alternate Contact Name: ______________________________________ Relationship to you: _________________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________________________   Is it okay to text them?    Yes   No 

 
________________________________________________________________  _____________________________ 
Victim’s Signature        Date  

 
VICTIM’S REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION (Optional) 

Victim’s Representative Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Address*: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________________    Is it okay to text you?    Yes   No 

 
________________________________________________________________  _____________________________ 
Victim’s Representative Signature      Date  
 
(*) If you participate in the Secretary of State’s Address Confidentiality Program “Safe at Home”, please use the post 
office box address given to you.  For more information call (877) 767-6446. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COMPLETED FORM 

A copy of the completed form shall be given to the victim or victim’s representative. 

On _________________________ (Date), a copy of this form was given to the: 

 Victim: ________________________________________________________________________ (Name) 

 Victim’s Representative _______________________________________________________ (Name) 

Official’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Official’s Title & Agency: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________________________________  Phone Number: _________________ 

________________________________________________________________ _____________________________ 
Official’s Signature  Date  

I, ______________________________________________, (Victim/Victim’s Representative) acknowledge that I 

was given this form on _____________________________ (Date) by the individual listed above. 

POST-CONVICTION NOTIFICATION (Complete if applicable) 

I, __________________________________________ (Name) have informed _______________________________, 

the custodial agency of the victim’s/victim’s representative name and identifying information, to 

allow the custodial agency to notify the victim/victim’s representative of the victim’s post-

conviction rights and related post-conviction information. 

________________________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Prosecutor’s Signature Date  

FOR PROSECUTION USE ONLY 
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JUDICIAL COLLEGE 
65 SOUTH FRONT STREET, COLUMBUS, OH 43215-3431 

CHIEF JUSTICE DIRECTOR 

SHARON L. KENNEDY CHRISTY TULL 

JUSTICES 

PATRICK F. FISCHER TELEPHONE 614.387.9445 

R. PATRICK DEWINE FACSIMILE 614.387.9449 

MICHAEL P. DONNELLY supremecourt.ohio.gov 

MELODY J. STEWART 

JENNIFER BRUNNER 

JOSEPH T. DETERS 
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