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Ms. Juliene James, Senior Policy Advisor 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 
810 Seventh Street NW 
Washington, DC 20531 

Dear Ms. James and Mr. Gelb, 

Mr. Adam Gelb, Project Director 
Pew Center on the States 
901 E Street, NW, 10th Floor 
Washington, DC 20004-1409 

We are writing to express the interest of state leaders in Ohio to reengage in the Justice Reinvestment 
Initiative (JRI) and strategies that enhance public safety and maximize criminal justice resources. Ohio 
enjoys a history of state leaders working across party lines and branches of government to advance 
realistic, forward thinking approaches that are data driven, consensus based and employ bipartisan 
decision making - all of which are consistent with the guiding principles of JRI. 

Ohio's commitment to the principles of Justice Reinvestment began in 2008 when leaders from all three 
branches of government sought the assistance of the Council of State Governments Justice Center. By 
2011, the General Assembly passed the most significant sentence reform legislation since the mid-
1990s, HB86. Accordingly, Ohio invested approximately $22.6 million in grants to support programs 
that reduce probation violations between FY 2012 and 2015 through those reforms. However, Ohio has 
not realized the expected reduction in prison population and according to the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction, in 2015, more than 20 percent of all those entering Ohio's state prisons 
- over 4,300 individuals - were sent there with one year or less to serve, and many for non-violent 
offenses at the lowest felony level. 

We, as State of Ohio leaders, recognize that collecting and analyzing criminal justice data leads to 
informed administrative and legislative policy decisions and recommendations. As this letter indicates 
all three branches of government are supportive of a reengagement of the JRI process in a manner 
tailored to needs of our state, which includes endorsement of the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission 
to propel Ohio's next phase of criminal justice reform. The Commission can and will ensure the 
principles and strategies of JRI are realized, utilized and maximized. 

The Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission (the Commission), per Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 181, was 
established in 1990 by the General Assembly. The Commission is a 31 member group chaired by the 
Chief Justice of Ohio. Ten members of the Commission are judges appointed by the Chief Justice, 12 
members are appointed by the Governor, 2 cabinet directors, 2 state agency leaders as well as 4 
members of the General Assembly serve on the Commission. It is responsible for reviewing Ohio's 
sentencing statutes and sentencing patterns, and to make recommendations to the General Assembly 
regarding statutory changes. The Commission routinely brings together judges, prosecuting and 
defense attorneys, behavioral health professionals, academics, corrections officials, law enforcement, 
victims' advocates, community corrections experts, and others with a direct interest in criminal 
sentencing and, therefore, bridges the information gap among criminal justice partners (the 
Commission roster is attached). 

The Commission is bipartisan and promotes meaningful informed processes and outcomes through 
creative solutions. It is well-positioned to lead and advance Ohio's renewed interest in JRI because since 
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it$ im:~ptlc:>o, :i1; t,1;1~ provided lr:npa.rtial a.nd c:onsensuS--dnveo analysls and dev.el'opmeht of potlcles a.nd. 
practices tnahnaxrmize pUblict-safety~, redµte: rf¢f(JMs.m and ~quaUz-e.Justi(;~, 

We propose the :CSG Justice ·tenter ,return to out gr~t·S~te to ~plicitlyJ<1,~~~.-on wbat j$ happening 
J>~C?re Prison 0.rih Qth~r wc,r,4s~ the. system~S:''fmn.t. end" where• many decislohS are Made that impact 
both :future Judicial and .correctioris· practice$. That fo~s , ~hg~ld. iricb,scte· .rep~,rted. ~r.tme; arr~i :and 
cn.minal bistol)'; .dive~iPJI,:. in:<;11,1.cling. ~Jd~rred -adjudicatia.n; esstssment 'tor ti$1utnd behavioral tie~tl} 
assessment at the, pretrial stage; fiow senfenqrjg ~Qt:t~ p~P.1~ wjth. convictions acre>.$$ :the: varitius 
s~M~ciog optic:,n~; ·capad.ty ·Qf· treatment :and ptog-riuns ,n ·tfie community to reduce :recidivisro; ~od 
community control. • · · 

Ohio agre.es to ·provide CSG with access to av~U-•~le d~ta ·f0.r a:~alysJ$ .~nd will ~n~i.u:e., r~uve~~tio_!l of :u~~:1~t.-=~=fut~iJi~:hiclt:~1f~~!~!!0:r:i:~t~:dfQ~~=~ti~~~1(~~12J:ti~~1:f9: 
,a:i the:~t~ -;,f Qhlp. 1n ~~iMl)9~, we.: ~~peet CSG wm 'identify recent ,rinilnal J"stice ~ys,;~rn trf!n.ds l.n 
Ohio as well tegioi1ttl'!y =~'-'~ t'i'1Ulq(lally; '9ncfu:ct: Je~ea,:ch and · ;111~Jysi$ of . the Ohio con:edions, 
·c~01munlw sµpe,:vlslQ.n l1nd Ju_$tJC:~ hwolv.ed popula'ti.on~;h~lp traft policy ·.optio~ 't9 ~nbQ6.~~ puptlc; 
safetywhife,wlsel}lp~r.s01g llm.it~d,r~squrce$ lncl~cflo9 pr~~iPr.re.t:ed.uc~tl~to, fa:¢Ul.tatl.ng dev"lo.pment 
of r~rnendations; ~~$ed.upon.data and tesearth! projecting .im.p~ct ofJ;,C?!lt,)l~pt;i~ns on: cor.te.ctl9nal 
and supervJ:5l9i"I p9.puJ.ation.s'; JncJuding proJegetf averted wsts: ··and .assist ·:fn ·drafting •findings · and 
re(ornmendJti.ons ·in :a. ·t1nal repo.ri · 

Ohio ts :~9m.m.lU~d to ~und.on a:ton$er.tsus:--dti'ven ~latform 'for tfie development ofpolici¢~, prEJ.(f:l~ 
~nd legislative ~rlrplhal JU$tlce r~rrhs .t.hc1t .rn~lmlze pliblic.,safe\y,. r~d.ute recidivism arid wisely spend 
tax-:re,s9urces. We welcome and·aJ).pretiate·your:support to. return to·Ohlo tqt. t~cbnl¢aJ :~$~1~~.l'l~~.'Th.e 
Comrni$Slon fs well positioned.. tQ ·cldvan~rrtt)ls effo.rt,~ncl ·c;qn.beg.irH~t the·earUest:po,slble date. 

John Kesich 
· (;_<>vemor of Ohio, 

M~\Jr~,n O'ConnQr . . 
thiefJustice, supreme tourt df Ohio· 

Mike OeWine: 
Ohll;>·Att9m~y·Gen:e.ra,: 

J;t( 
Larry Q:bht>f 

Presiaet,t ghne QJ,io Senate 

~~' I 
. . Cliffqtd R<>sen.b~rger 
Spea.ksr ohhe Ohio HC)use-,o 
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