
Crim. R. 32 

(A) Imposition of Sentence. Sentence shall be imposed without unnecessary delay. Pending sentence, 
the court may commit the defendant or continue or alter the bail. At the time of imposing sentence, the 
court shall do all of the following: 
  
 

(1) Afford counsel an opportunity to speak on behalf of the defendant and address the defendant 
personally and ask if he or she wishes to make a statement in his or her own behalf or present any 
information in mitigation of punishment. 
  
 

(2) Afford the prosecuting attorney an opportunity to speak; 
  
 

(3) Afford the victim the rights provided by law; 
  
 

(4) In serious offenses, state its statutory findings and give reasons supporting those findings, if 
appropriate. 
  
 

(B) Notification of Right to Appeal. 
  
 

(1) After imposing sentence in a serious offense that has gone to trial, the court shall advise the 
defendant that the defendant has a right to appeal the conviction. 
  
 

(2) After imposing sentence in a serious offense, the court shall advise the defendant of the defendant’s 
right, where applicable, to appeal or to seek leave to appeal the sentence imposed. 
  
 

(3) If a right to appeal or a right to seek leave to appeal applies under division (B)(1) or (B)(2) of this 
rule, the court also shall advise the defendant of all of the following: 
  
 

(a) That if the defendant is unable to pay the cost of an appeal, the defendant has the right to appeal 
without payment; 
  
 



(b) That if the defendant is unable to obtain counsel for an appeal, counsel will be appointed without 
cost; 
  
 

(c) That if the defendant is unable to pay the costs of documents necessary to an appeal, the documents 
will be provided without cost; 
  
 

(d) That the defendant has a right to have a notice of appeal timely filed on his or her behalf. 
  
 
Upon defendant’s request, the court shall forthwith appoint counsel for appeal. 
  
(C) Notification of postconviction remedy. 
 
(1) After imposing sentence in a serious offense that has gone to trial, the court shall advise the 
defendant of the availability of postconviction remedies pursuant to R.C. 2953.21 and the time for filing 
a petition pursuant to R.C. 2953.21(A)(2). 
 
(2) Where the defendant has been sentenced to death and is indigent, the court shall advise the defendant 
that counsel will be appointed pursuant to R.C. 2953.21(J)(1), (J)(2), and (J)(3). 
 
(3) Where the defendant has not been sentenced to death and is indigent, the court shall advise the 
defendant that counsel shall be appointed upon a motion demonstrating that one or more postconviction 
claims have arguable merit, pursuant to R.C. 2953.21(J)(4). 

(D) Judgment. 
  
 
A judgment of conviction shall set forth the fact of conviction and the sentence. Multiple judgments of 
conviction may be addressed in one judgment entry. If the defendant is found not guilty or for any other 
reason is entitled to be discharged, the court shall render judgment accordingly. The judge shall sign the 
judgment and the clerk shall enter it on the journal. A judgment is effective only when entered on the 
journal by the clerk. 
  
 


