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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, MUSKINGUM COUNT\‘%M 13 A 0:34
DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION
Juoélﬁg

IN RE: TEMPORARY ORDER IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS) PUBLIC -
HEALTH CRISIS . o '

WERS

‘The Muskingum County Common Pleas Court Domestic Relations Division, has implemented
the following measures to reduce the volume of persons entering our Court to help prevent the ', :
spread of the Coronavirus (COVID -1 9) outbreak . : ~

The Couirt remains, open for busmess Flllngs will contlnue to be accepted via U.S. Mail f' llng
and drop box filing. The Court will contlnue to be. open and staffed during regular business .
hours. To maintain the safety of the publlc and Court employees, and to comply with gwdellnes N
physical access to the Court will contmue to be restricted. All persons. entering the bunldmg will
be subject to screening, including the taklng of their temperature Any.person with afeverin
~ excess of 99.9 degrees or otherwrse not meetlng the condltlons of the screehlng questlonnalre a

~ will not be perrmtted access. ' . :

Al persons. entering the burldmg shall wear at all times a face mask or material that covers the -
mouth and nose. Each person is responsuble for prowdmg thelr own mask.  Court personnel
must wear masks while having contact wrthln six (6) feet of persons enterlng the bunldlng Any, o l,
person who violates or refuses to. comply wnth thls requrrement will be denled entry or escorted |
from the buﬂdlng - : : , -

Physucal dlstanclng shall, be strlctly malntamed and- enforced in accordance with. federal and‘

o state. guxdelmes Because droplets contamlng live virus may travel six (6) feet or more ‘seating.

in waiting rooms/areas. shall be mmlmlzed or ellmmated and seating in the courtrooms shall be
rearranged to assure ccmplrance w:th dlstancmg gundelmes In all cases, usé of the. wamng"
room/areas shall be dlscouraged wnth parties taken to the courtroom ora conference room as o
soon as practtcal : : S -

‘Court programs should contlnue to use electronlc contact whenever possnble All non-essentlal,j.,
in-person contact should be avonded and when necessary appropnate personal protectlve gear o
must beworn and safety precautlons must betaken. = She

To the fullest extent possrble and: |n compliance w:th appllcable law and County and Court;'---j

- policy, employees of the Court shall be mformed when s/he has been exposed to a confi rmed or -
suspected COVID 19 case. Any’ ill employee and persons:. ldentlf ed by contact tracrng shall be S

quarantmed in accordance wnth apphcable gundelmes : e

4All matters other than those as determmed by the Judge or Maglstrate shall be scheduled for‘ R
remote appearance unless otherwrse requested by a party This complles with gurdelmes to



reduce the number of persons coming into a workplace, keep gatherings under ten (10) people
at a time, and maintain appropriate social distancing of six (6) feet or more.

In-person hearings will be subject to continuing restrictions. Only parties, and counsel of record,
will be permrtted access at the scheduled time. Witnesses may not be permitted into the
building until they are called to testify. Parties/counsel should have the ability to contact
witnesses by phone or email when the court is ready. Be advrsed this procedure may slow the
process and result. in exceedmg trme allotted for a matter whlch may reqwre contmumg a’
matter in progress to a Iater date.

The preferred method of remote attendance is via Zoom; instructions and guidelines will be
provided. You must contact the Court immediately, and no less than one (1) week before the
- hearing, to request a different video conference platform. If no other option is available, upon ,

written request, the: Court may grant a pro se Irtlgant or wrtness further accommodatlon such as
appearing by telephone - : :

Each party shall file W|th the Court and provide to opposing parties a witness list at least five (5)
days in advance of the heanng, which shall. include a valid email address for each party;
attorney if represented and witness, A copy of all exhlblts the parties intend to use dunng the
hearing. must be provided to the Court and opposing parties at least five (5) days prior to-
hearing. A hard copy of the exhlbrts must be provided directly to the Court by dellverlng a copy
to the fi rst floor security officer at 22 N. Fifth Street Zanesville Ohio. The exhibits shall be pre-
marked . with the PIamtrff/Petltloner using numbers and all Defendants/Counter—
Petltloners/Respondents uslng letters wrth name rdentrfrer (i.e. Defendant Smith A) Failure to.
timely- submrt the witness list. or exhibits may result in the Court not permlttrng a wrtness to
‘ testlfy or an exhlblt to be used :

To allow the Court. to conduct the matter and marntam the record it is mandatory that each )
remote location be free of noise and clutter which rncludes clearlng ‘pets and others from the
. room. and srlencmg cell phones In the event any party becomes: disconnected- dunng the
' heanng, the Court wrll recess the matter to allow the party to reconnect and then contmue the
hearlng Farlure to lmmedlately reconnect may result in the matter proceedlng ln the partys '
absence ‘ E , S '

Emergency heanngs and any heanng deemed tlme-sensmve by the mdrvrdual Judge or
: Magrstrate will be held in-person. Such hearings include, but are riot limited to, emergency
hearings; requests for ex parte ordérs; contempt hearings; and Civil Protection Order hearings..
However, where children are’ stabilized in appropriate placement or no emergency is found to

- exist, heanngs will-not: automatrcally be consrdered essentral” unless othenmse '§0. desrgnated »

by the assngned Judge or Maglstrate

With respect to parentlng time issues- and school closures parents who have shared parentlng
plans or' custody orders should continue to follow: those orders to the best of their abilities and in.

~ the spirit intended by the Court's order.” Parents should continue to exchangeé their child(renj as = B

. required by their parentmg plans or custody orders. Parties should adhere to all holiday and
spring break schedules as desrgnated by their schools at the begmn;ng of the school year, oras -
set forth otherwrse in thelr court order, regardless of recent changes Parents should follow the



regular parenting schedule during. all other times, unless their orders specifically address school .
closures. The parties should also communicate about the location, health, and welfare of the
children daily and should discuss travel plans and arrangements as reqwred by their parentlng
plans or custody orders.

Parents who have court-ordered parenting-time and test positive for COVID-19 shall
immediately contact the other parent to notify them of the positive test. The parties ‘should
make arrangements to ensure the child(ren)’s safety and well- bemg by agreement if they
cannot agree, either parent may file a motion wrth the Court. ‘

The Court recognizes the 1mportance of parenting time and companionship time and
encourages parents to ensure children have frequent commumcatron with parents and other
relatlves telephonically and electronlcally : : ‘

- The changes outllned above 'shall continue through March 31 2021, and we expect to return to

normal operations on April 1, 2021. The Court shall re-evaluate the current COVID-19 outbreak
status pnor to March 31, 2021 and ascertaln whether any further extensron of curtalled ,
‘ operatlons is warranted . . : '

: Thls “Temporary Order” is ordered to be served on the Supreme Court of Ohro Ohio Jud|c1al
" Conference, Muskingum County Court of Common Pleas General Division, Muskingum County -
Court, Muskingum County Clerk of Courts, Muskingum County Bar Association, Muskingum
County Building Department, Muskmgum County Records Départment, Muskingum County Law
_ Library, Muskingum County Prosecutor’s Office, Muskingum County Sheriff, City of Zanesville
Law: Director, Zanesville Police Department and Musklngum County Z of Commissioners,

- andto be posted on the website of thrs cout.” SCEBE

S0 ORDERED.




