
FILED 
COMMON PLEAS COURT · 

MUSKINGUM CO., OHIO 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, n,ilUSKINGUM COUNrlQlotJttri I 3 AH fJ: J 6 
DOMESTIC RE.LATIONS DIVISION 

. . . 

IN RE: TEMPORARY ORDER IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS) PUBLIC 
HEAL TH CRISIS 

The Muskingum County Common Pleas Court,· Domestic Relations Divi~ion, has implemented 
the following measures to reduce the volume of persons entering our Courrto help pr~vent the .. · 
spread of the .Coronc1virus (CCVI D-19) outbre~~/ 

The Court remains. open for busin~~s. ·Filings will coritioue to be accepted via u..s. Mail filing 
and drop box ·filing. The Court wiil cont~hue· to be. ·open ·and staffed·.during regular_ busineis . 
hours. To maintain the safety of the. public. _and Court .employees, and tQ comply With guide:lines, 
physical access to the Court will cot,tin4e to be restricted. All persons. entering th~ building will 
be subject to screening, including the taki.ng · of their temperature. Any person with a: feyer in 
excess of 99.9 degrees or otherwise not meeting the conditions of the screehing _questfonnafre ·.-
Will· not be pen:nitted. access. . · ' 

. . . . 

All persons. entering the buildjng_ shail wear at an times a face mask or material that. c<;>vers.the . -
mouth and nose. Each persords respon:sible• for providing their_· own mask. · Court p~r-sorine1 
must we~r masks while l:1c:1ving c:ont~ct witJ1jn six. (6) feet. of persons entering .the ~µjldir,g .. Any -
person who violates or refuses -to:·comply ~.ith this requirem~nt wm be. denied entry or -~sdor:ted . 
from the. bµilding. 

Physical qist~ncing shalt be strictly lllaintained and enfor'ced in. aCCQrdance with,fe~~ral and 
state. guidelines. Because·droplets: 'co.ntain'irig :ii\ie, VlrUS may travel six (6) feet or ·more/:seatihg . 
in waiting rooms/areas. shall be m~~lrnized. or eliminated, ari(j seating iri the courtmorn.s sn~I_I be 
rearranged to assure complia~·ce·. With, dis~Eincihg guideliri_8$'~ ·lri all cases, ·.use qt: th.e·;wajti_rig'· 
room/a~eas shall be discouraged, :with parties t~ken to the·. courtroQf'l'.l Qr a conference. room.Ji$ 
soon as practical. . . ' . :. . . . . '. ·. ' .. :-,-" ... 

. . . 

. Court programs should continue to:-iJ.$e ele.ctro.riic contact.wpenever. possible. All. non-es:s'ehtial 
in-person. contact should. be avo,ided: and ·when: necessary· appropriate personal prot~ctiye g~ar 
must b~ worn and safety precatit1oh$: mu~t be: t~Ren. · · · · ·. : ·.·:,:-: - · ·.. · · 

TQ theJu.Uest extent possible,-·.and,:·in- co_mpJi~nce with· ·appljca~.l_e law ~nd· Cquqty .antj·Court·· .. · 
policy, ~mplo·yees oHhe Court shaILii>~ informect when s/he-has .b~en exposed to a co1:1firmeq C>r · 
suspected COVID ·19 case . .Any·nr~mployee·~np perso_n$'.:identified-by con_tacttradn·g shall he · 
quarantined in accordanc~ _witry appi~~able':guid~lines. . . . . . . 

All maft~rs, other thah. tho.se as. d~tennined _by the Judge .Qr Magistrate, shall be sched_uJed, f()r: 
·reh1ote· appearance unless ott,erwi$.e· ._r:eqoestec:t by~a party~ · This complies with gLiidelihe$·,t.o 

- ' ' . . . ' . ~ - ' 



reduce the number of persons coming into a workplace, keep gatherings under ten (10) people 
at a time, and maintain appropriate social distancing of six (6) feet or more. 

In-person hearings.will be subject to ~ontinuing res~rictions. Only parties, and counsel of record, 
will be permitted access at the scheduled time. Witnesses may not be permitted into the 
building until · they 'are called to testify.. Parties/counsel . should have the ability to .contact 
witnesses by phone or email when the court is ready. Be advised, this procedure may slow the 
process. and result in exceeding time allotted for. a matter, wh,ich m~y reqµire continuing a · 
matter in progress to a later date. 

The preferred method of remote attendance is via Zoom; instructions and guidelines will be 
provided. You must contact the Court immediately, and no less than one (1) wee~ before the 
hearing, to request a different video conference platform. If no 0th.er option is available, upon 
written request, the-Coµrt_may grant a prose litigant or witness further accomn,odation, such as 
appearing by telephone.· · · · · · · 

E~ch party shall file With the qourt and provide t_o opposing: parties a wi~ness list at least five (5) 
days in advance of the :hearing, wpich shall. include a valid _ email ~ddre:~s for each party, 
attorney if represente~,. and· witn·ess. A copy of-all exhi~its the p~11rties ·intend _to use du.ri·h~ ·.the 
hearing_ must b.e provided to the Court and opposing parties at-lea~t five (5) days prior to. 
hearing. A hard copy' of the exhibits must be provided directly to· the Court by· delivering_· a· copy 
to the· first floor se~qrity officer. at 22 N~ Fift.h Street ZanesviUe Ohio. The;_exhibits shall be pr~~ 
marked . . with· the . Plaintiff/Petitioner using numbers .. and all ·Defendants/Counter­
Petitioh~~s/Respond~nts using __ letter~ with nam~ identJfj.er (i.~. Defendant Smith A)~ Failure tp. 
timely ~ubmit the witness lisf o_r e)(hibits may result iri the. Court no(.permitting a wit~ess t<> 
t~stify_ or anexhibitto be use~.- · · 

To, a,llow. the Court ... to COJ1dU~ ~he ,rnatt~r and ·maintair) t_he .r~co~q,. it is mandat6cy tt,at eaqt, 
remote.:locati6n be free of noise and clutter, which include$ cle~dng'.pets and others:.tr-6mth·e 
room. :and s1lencirig ceH phones~ .. Jn· the event any partyJ)ecom,~s_: disconneqted ~.durihg th~ 
hearin·g;.· the. ¢curt will recess the matter fo allow the: party ·to ·reconne·cf and then. contimJe the 
hearing/ F~ilure ·t9 immE!diately reconnect may .result inJhe m,atter proceeding· i.o)he party's 
absence.. .. . . . . . _ .. _. .. . . . . : . . . •'. · ... , . . -'<: .. 

Emergency .. _· hearings and ariy he~,ring deemed time~seps!,iv~· . by the · individu~i · J~cige or 
Magistrnte · wUt be held in-person. ~:uch hearings include~: _.b4t ~re. not .lirnited to1 ~mer~;i~ricy 
hearings;' request~ for ex part~: -orders:~ contempt hearings/and CjVff Pr9tec;:tlon .. Order· hearings·. -
Howevef1 where childre_n are· ~tabilized in appropriate pla~ement' or no em~rgency is fo:µhd to 
exi~t,::heafing$ wm: n9t' automat:ic_a_lly be considered "e$Sential" uriless. Ptherwise ;~O: gesignated · 
by_ the ~~signed Judge or' Magistrate.- . · · · · · 

.. 

With respect to p~r~nting time issues· and school closures, ·parertts ·who have shared p~renting 
plans o(cu~tody orders should ccmti?µe to follow those ord~rs··to the be$tof their abilitie$ ~nd)n 
the spirit intt9rided by .the Court's· cider; . Parents should. continue tct exchange their. child(r~n) ·as · 
r~quireg by_ tneir ptar~nting plan$_ or custody orders~ Pa,-ties ·should ~dbere. tCl_ all holiday and_ 
spring br~ak ·sched-~les· as desigr;iat~d l;>y their schools at the begj0iHn9 9f tne school YE!ar: or as · · 
set forth oth~twise in· their court order, -regardless of recent .changes. . Parents should follow the . ~' . - . ' . ' ' . . ' .. 



regular parenting schedule during all other times, unless their orders specifically address school . 
closures. The parties should also communicate about the location, health, and welfare of the 
children daily and should discuss travel ·plans and arrangements as required by their parenting 
plans_or custody orders. 

Parents who have court-ordered parenting - time and test positive for COVID-19 _shall 
immediately contact the other parent to notify them of the positive te~t. The parties· should, 
make arrangements to ensure_ the child(ren)'s safety and well-being by agreement; if they 
cannot agree, either parent may_file .a motion wit~_the Court. 

The Court recognizes· the importance of. parenting time and companionship. time and 
encourages parents to ensure chHdren have· frequent communication with parents and other 
relatives telephonically·and electronically: -. · 

The changes outlined above ,shall continue ·thrqugh March 31, 2021, and we expect-t_o retur~ to 
normal operations on April t, 2021. The C_ourt shall re-evaluate the current COVID-19 outbreak. 
status prior to March 31, 202·1, and_· ascertain- whether any further extenslon of curtailed 

. ope.rations' is warranted. . . . . . . . . . -. ·. .. - . . . 

This_'Temporary Order" is ordered to be. served on.the Supreme Courtof Ohio, Ohto Jud_icial 
· Conference, Muskingum Co(Jnty Court of Common Plea~:Gen~ral Division, Musking~un County 
Court, Muskingum County Clerk e>f Courts,_ Muskingum. County Bar Association, Muskingum 
Cqunty Building Departnient, Mus;Kingum: County Records Dep~rtment, Muskingum County Law 
Library1 -Muskingum County Prosecutor's. Office, Mus;kin·gum County Sheriff, City of Zanesville 
Law- Director, Zane_sville Police Department and- Muskingum County . ard .of Commissioners~ 
and to ·1;,e posted on the website .ofthis ·.court. · · · · ·· ·' · · · 

.. so ·oRPE.RED. 


