
I~ THE DEFIANCE MUXICIPAL COURT 
DEFIANCE COUNTY, OHIO 

TEMPORARY ORDER IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID~l9 (CORONA VIRUS) 
PUBLIC HEAL TH CRISIS 

The Judge of lhe Defiance Municipal Court makes the following Findings of Fact: 

On March 9, 2020 Ohio Governor Mike De\Vinc issued l.:xccutivc Order 2020-0l I) "Declaring a 
State of l.:mcrgcncy'' in response to the gro½ ing COVID-19 public health crisis. 

2. On March 11. 2020 the Woik! Health Organization officially declared COVID-19 to be a global 
"pandemic'" requiring "urgent and aggressil'e action·· lo control the spread of the ,irus. 

3. On March 11. 2020 the first "community transfer'' positive case ofC()V!D-19 was confinned in the 
State of Ohio. 

Based upon these findings of Fact, the Court has developed a continullm or llexible responses in case the public 
health crisis escalates. The continuum 01· responses is mtended to protect public health. to maintain essential 
court functions. and to continue to protect the rights of all individLJals c;uhject lo the Ulllbority ol'the Court. 

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED; 

I. The Local Rules of Court may be temporarily adapted to allow Court flexibility, "ithin 
Constitutional limits, in response to the public heulth emergency. 

2. The Court security policies may be temporarily amended or wpplemented to protecl pubhc heullh 
while maintaining essential court functions. 

3. The Court Employee Handbook provisions may he temporarily adjusted to maintain essential court 
operations and functions. 

4. The Court authorizes the use of audiovisual devices and technologies for all actions and proceedings. 

5. The pLihlic health emergency muy be con,idered to be a finding of good cause for continuances 
deemed necessary by the Judge on a case-by-case basis. 

6. The Comt will have the la"·ful authority, within con,titutional limits, to do and dil'eet to be done all 
thmgs necessary to ensure the orderly and efficient administration of jnstice for the duration of the 
decbred public health emergenc;·. 


