
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE 
FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO (AND FORMS)

Comments Requested: The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments until July 
13, 2026, on the following proposed amendments and forms to the Rules of Superintendence for 
the Courts of Ohio.  

Comments on the proposed amendments and forms should be submitted in writing to: 
Chris Geocaris, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215, or Statsreporting@sc.ohio.gov not later than July 13, 2026.  Please 
include your full name and mailing address in any comments submitted by email.

Key to Adopted Amendments:  
1. Unaltered language appears in regular type.  Example: text

2. Language that has been deleted appears in strikethrough.  Example: text

3. New language that has been added appears in underline.  Example: text

4. Highlighted portion of the forms indicate changes from prior versions: 
Example: text

mailto:Statsreporting@sc.ohio.gov
Zach Holscher
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RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO 1 
 2 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 3 
 4 

RULE 37.  STATISTICAL REPORTS AND INFORMATION. 5 
 6 
(A) Submission of reports  7 

 8 
The judges of a court shall submit to the Case Management Section of the Supreme Court 9 
in electronic format via the Supreme Court website reports as required by Sup.R. 37.01 10 
through 37.03.  The reporting judge, administrative judge, and preparer, if other than the 11 
reporting judge, shall be deemed to have attested to the accuracy of the report.  The reports 12 
shall be as prescribed by the manager case management section and submitted no later than 13 
the fifteenth day after the close of the reporting period.  14 

 15 
(B) Website Credentials 16 
 17 

The administrative judge of each court of appeals, court or division of a court of common 18 
pleas, municipal court, or county court shall take steps necessary to ensure the security of 19 
the Supreme Court website login credentials.   20 

 21 
 22 
RULE 37.01. COURTS OF APPEALS REPORTS. 23 
 24 
(A) Presiding judge reports Appellate Caseflow Report 25 
 26 

The administrative judge of a court of appeals shall prepare and submit a quarterly 27 
“Appellate Caseflow Report”, formerly known as “Presiding Judge Report”, in compliance 28 
with Sup.R. 37. 29 

 30 
(B) Judge reports Panel Disposition Report 31 
 32 

Each The administrative judge of a court of appeals shall prepare and submit a quarterly 33 
“Panel Disposition Report”, formerly known as the “Appellate Judge Report”, which shall 34 
be submitted through the presiding or administrative judge in compliance with Sup.R. 37. 35 

 36 
 37 
RULE 37.02. COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS REPORTS. 38 
 39 
(A) Judge reports 40 
 41 

Each judge of a general, domestic relations, probate, or juvenile division of a court of 42 
common pleas shall prepare and submit a monthly statistical report in compliance with 43 
Sup.R. 37.  Each judge of a probate division of a court of common pleas shall prepare and 44 
submit a quarterly statistical report in compliance with Sup.R. 37.   45 
 46 



(B) Assigned judge reports 47 
 48 

Each judge temporarily assigned to a court of common pleas by the Chief Justice of the 49 
Supreme Court and each judge of a court of common pleas temporarily assigned to another 50 
division of the court by the presiding judge of the court shall prepare and submit a monthly 51 
statistical report. The reports shall be submitted to the judge for whom the assigned judge 52 
is sitting and included in that judge’s report to the Case Management Section of the 53 
Supreme Court submitted by the administrative judge of the division in compliance with 54 
Sup.R. 37. 55 

 56 
 57 
RULE 37.03. MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY COURT REPORTS. 58 
 59 
(A) Administrative judge reports Unassigned Cases/Particular Session Report  60 
 61 

Each administrative judge of a municipal or county court shall prepare and submit a 62 
monthly “Administrative Judge Report” “Unassigned Cases/Particular Session Report” in 63 
compliance with Sup.R. 37.   64 

 65 
(B) Individual judge reports Assigned Cases Report 66 
 67 

Each judge of a municipal or county court shall prepare and submit a monthly “Individual 68 
Judge Report” “Assigned Cases Report” in compliance with Sup.R. 37. 69 
 70 

(C) Assigned judge reports 71 
 72 

Each judge temporarily assigned to a municipal or county court by the Chief Justice of the 73 
Supreme Court and each judge of a municipal or county court temporarily assigned to 74 
another division of the court by the presiding judge of the court shall prepare and submit a 75 
monthly statistical report. The report shall be submitted to the judge for whom the assigned 76 
judge is sitting and included in that judge’s report to the Case Management Section of the 77 
Supreme Court submitted by the administrative judge of the division in compliance with 78 
Sup.R. 37. 79 

 80 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 81 

 82 
 83 
RULE 37.04. REPORTING STANDARDS. 84 
 85 
The following standards shall apply in completing the statistical reports required by Sup.R. 37.01 86 
through 37.03:  87 
 88 

(A) In domestic relations cases, motions filed prior or subsequent to a final decree of 89 
divorce or dissolution shall be considered part of the original case and reported under the 90 
original case number; 91 

  92 



(B) A motion filed in delinquency and unruly cases shall be considered part of the case 93 
in which the motion is filed, unless the motion is considered a separate delinquency case 94 
under R.C. 2151.02(B);  95 
 96 
(C) A criminal case and a traffic case arising from the same act, transaction, or series 97 
of acts or transactions shall be considered separate cases.  98 

 99 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 100 

 101 
 102 
RULE 39.  CASE TIME LIMITS. 103 
 104 
 (A) Appellate, criminal, and civil, domestic relations, probate, juvenile, municipal, 105 
and county case time limits.  The following time limits for disposition of appellate and civil these 106 
cases shall be as indicated on the Supreme Court report forms. follows: 107 
 108 
Subject Matter 
Jurisdiction Case Type Time Guideline 

Appellate Administrative Appeal 100% in 200 days 

Appellate Civil Appeal Common Pleas 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Civil Appeal Municipal and County 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Court of Claims 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Criminal Appeal Common Pleas 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Criminal Appeal Municipal and County 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Domestic Relations 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Juvenile 100% in 210 days 

Appellate Original Actions 100% in 180 days 

Appellate Probate 100% in 210 days 

Domestic Relations All Others 95% in 270 days 

Domestic Relations Dissolutions with Children 100% in 90 days 

Domestic Relations Dissolutions without Children 100% in 90 days 

Domestic Relations Foreign Orders 95% in 180 days 

Domestic Relations Marriage Terminations with Children 95% in 540 days 

Domestic Relations Marriage Terminations without Children 95% in 365 days 

Domestic Relations Married Parent Actions 95% in 365 days 



Subject Matter 
Jurisdiction Case Type Time Guideline 

Domestic Relations Non-Married Parent Actions 95% in 365 days 

Domestic Relations Post-Decree Actions 95% in 365 days 

Domestic Relations Protection Orders 95% in 180 days 

Domestic Relations Third Party Actions 95% in 365 days 

General Division Administrative Appeals 95% in 270 days 

General Division Capital Case 95% in 540 days 

General Division Complex Civil 95% in 1,095 days 

General Division Complex Criminal 95% in 365 days 

General Division Foreclosures 95% in 365 days 

General Division Other Civil 95% in 730 days 

General Division Other Torts 95% in 730 days 

General Division Product Liability 95% in 730 days 

General Division Professional Tort 95% in 730 days 

General Division Protection Orders 95% in 180 days 

General Division Regular Criminal 95% in 270 days 

General Division Workers’ Compensation 95% in 365 days 

Juvenile Abuse, Neglect, or Dependency 
100% in 135 days 

95% in 90 days 

Juvenile Adult Criminal (Other) 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Adult Criminal (Truancy) 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile All Others 95% in 90 days 

Juvenile Delinquency (Felony) 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Delinquency (Misdemeanor) 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Foreign Orders 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Modification/Enforcement 95% in 365 days 

Juvenile Non-Married Parent Actions 95% in 365 days 

Juvenile O.V.I. 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Traffic 95% in 90 days 



Subject Matter 
Jurisdiction Case Type Time Guideline 

Juvenile Permanent Custody Cases 100% in 200 days 

Juvenile Protection Orders 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Third-Party Actions 95% in 365 days 

Juvenile Unruly (Truancy) 95% in 180 days 

Juvenile Unruly (Other) 95% in 180 days 

Municipal and County Contracts 95% in 365 days 

Municipal and County Felonies 95% in 60 days 

Municipal and County Forcible Entry and Detainer 95% in 365 days 

Municipal and County Misdemeanors 95% in 180 days 

Municipal and County Other Civil 95% in 365 days 

Municipal and County O.V.I. 95% in 180 days 

Municipal and County Other Traffic 95% in 180 days 

Municipal and County Personal Injury and Property Damage 95% in 730 days 

Municipal and County Small Claims 95% in 180 days 

Probate Adoptions 95% in 365 days 

Probate Registration of Birth and Correction of Birth 95% in 180 days 

Probate Change of Name and Name Conformity 95% in 180 days 

Probate Civil Actions 95% in 730 days 

Probate Civil Commitments 
95% in 90 days 

(decision on application) 
Probate Complex Civil 95% in 1,095 days 

Probate Conservatorships 
95% in 90 days 

(decision on application) 
Probate Decedents’ Estates 95% in 730 days 

Probate Guardianships of Incompetents 
95% in 180 days 

(decision on application) 

Probate Guardianships of Minors 
95% in 180 days 

(decision on application) 
Probate Minors’ Settlements 95% in 365 days 

Probate Testamentary Trusts 
95% in 90 days 

(decision on application) 
 109 



 (B) Criminal case time limits.   110 
 111 

(1) General.  In common pleas court, ninety-five percent of all criminal cases shall be 112 
tried within nine months (270 days) of the date of arraignment on an indictment or information.  113 
In municipal and county court, all criminal cases shall be tried within the time provided in R.C. 114 
Chapter 2945. Whenever a hearing or trial time is extended or shortened pursuant to R.C. 2945.72 115 
or Crim.R. 5 or 45, the judge shall state the reason for the change in an order and journalize the 116 
order. 117 
 118 
 (2) Grand jury proceedings.  When an accused has been bound over to a grand jury 119 
and no final action is taken by the grand jury within sixty days after the date of the bindover, the 120 
administrative judge of the court or division of the court shall dismiss the charge unless for good 121 
cause shown the prosecuting attorney is granted a continuance for a definite period of time. 122 
 123 
 (3) Felony preliminary hearing.  A preliminary hearing in a felony case shall be held 124 
within two months of the date of arrest or the date of issuance of the summons in ninety-five 125 
percent of felony cases. 126 
 127 

(4)(3) Sentencing.  Provided the defendant in a criminal case is available, the court shall 128 
impose sentence or hold a sentencing hearing with all parties present within fifteen days of the 129 
verdict or finding of guilt or receipt of a completed pre-sentence investigation report.  Any failure 130 
to meet this time standard shall be reported to the administrative judge, who shall take the 131 
necessary corrective action.  In a single judge division, the failure shall be reported by the judge 132 
to the Case Management Section, which shall refer the matter to the Chief Justice of the Supreme 133 
Court for corrective action.  134 
 135 
 (5)(4) Post-conviction relief petitions; death penalty cases.  All post-conviction relief 136 
petitions filed in death penalty cases shall be ruled upon within one hundred eighty days of the 137 
date of filing.  In any month where a post-conviction relief petition in a death penalty case is filed, 138 
pending, or terminated, the administrative judge shall submit the Post-Conviction Relief Petition 139 
Report detailing the status of the petition. 140 
 141 
 (C) Reporting. Any failure to comply with the time limits specified in this rule, and 142 
the reason for the failure, shall be reported immediately to the administrative judge, who shall take 143 
the necessary corrective action.  In a single-judge court or division, the failure shall be reported by 144 
the judge to the Case Management Section.  The Case Management Section shall report to the 145 
Chief Justice, who may take such action as may be necessary to cause the delinquent case to be 146 
tried forthwith. 147 
 148 

(D) Dismissal and refiling of cases.  A judge shall not order, instruct, or otherwise 149 
direct, suggest, encourage, or request a party or attorney to dismiss and subsequently refile a case 150 
in order to avoid failure by the judge to comply with the time limits specified in this rule.   151 
 152 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 153 
 154 
 155 



RULE 42. Complex Litigation Case Determination--Court of Common Pleas. 156 
 157 
 (A) Complex litigation civil case determination.  An attorney representing a party to 158 
an a civil action filed in the general division of the court of common pleas or a case designated as 159 
a Civil Action on the probate statistical report used in the probate division of the court of common 160 
pleas may request that the case be designated as complex litigation.  The attorney filing the request 161 
shall certify that the attorney has approval from his or her client to file the request.  In determining 162 
whether a case shall be designated as complex litigation, the judge to whom the case is assigned 163 
shall consider all of the following: 164 
 165 
 (1) Number of parties involved; 166 
 167 
 (2) Whether a class action is involved (applicable to common pleas general division 168 
only); 169 
 170 
 (3) Whether it is a products liability case (applicable to common pleas general division 171 
only); 172 
 173 
 (4) Whether there are other related cases involving unusual multiplicity or complexity 174 
of factual or legal issues; 175 
 176 
 (5) Extent of discovery necessary to prepare the case for trial; 177 
 178 
 (6) Number or availability of parties and witnesses for trial; 179 
 180 
 (7) Any endorsement of or objections to the request from an opposing party or counsel 181 
for an opposing party. 182 
 183 
 (B) Complex criminal case determination.  A party to a criminal action filed in the 184 
general division of the court of common pleas may move the court to designate the case as 185 
complex.  Notice shall be provided to the parties and any victims for the opportunity to object.  If 186 
an objection is made, the judge shall decide if additional information is required to determine the 187 
issue and hold a hearing.  In determining whether a case shall be designated as complex, the judge 188 
to whom the case is assigned shall consider all the following: 189 
 190 
 (1) Number of co-defendants; 191 
 192 
 (2) Number of victims; 193 
 194 
 (3) Whether there are other related cases involving unusually complicated factual or 195 
legal issues; 196 
 197 
 (4) Defendant is subject to a potential life sentence; 198 
 199 
 (5) Number or availability of necessary parties or witnesses; 200 
 201 



 (6) Extent of discovery necessary to prepare the case for trial; 202 
 203 
 (7) Defendant pleads NGRI and/or competency is raised; 204 
 205 
 (8) Any endorsement of or objections to the request from a victim, opposing party or 206 
counsel for an opposing party; 207 
 208 
 (9) Whether a defendant has waived his or her right to a speedy trial; 209 
 210 
 (10) Any other unusual facts, circumstances, or complicated legal issues. 211 
 212 

(C) Complex litigation case determination--judicial.  The judge to whom the case is 213 
assigned may designate a case as complex litigation without a request from an attorney 214 
representing a party to the action.  The designation shall be made after the judge considers the 215 
factors set forth in divisions (A)(1) to (7) or (B) of this rule.  The judge’s decision as to whether 216 
the case shall be designated complex is not a final appealable order. 217 
 218 

(C)(D) Speedy trial.  Nothing in this rule shall be held to supersede or affect the statutorily 219 
mandated limits contained in R.C. 2945.71. 220 

 221 
(E) Time; reporting Supreme Court time guideline reporting.  A Pursuant to Sup.R. 222 

39, a designation of a case as complex litigation pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this rule shall 223 
be made within six eighteen months (540 days) of the date on which the case was filed.  A 224 
designation of a criminal case as complex pursuant to division (B) of this rule shall be made within 225 
4 months (120) days of the date on which the defendant was arraigned.  If a case is designated as 226 
complex litigation, the judge shall submit to the Case Management Section of the Supreme Court 227 
a report specifying the reasons for the designation of the case as complex litigation.  The judge 228 
shall include the case in the statistical report submitted pursuant to Sup.R. 37.02(A) under the 229 
category of complex litigation criminal or complex civil in the general division of the court of 230 
common pleas or complex civil in the probate division of the court of common pleas.  For complex 231 
civil cases in the general division and complex civil cases in the probate division of the court of 232 
common pleas, The the judge shall have thirty-six months (1,095 days) from the date of filing to 233 
terminate the case.  For complex criminal cases, the judge shall have 12 months (365 days) from 234 
the date of arraignment to terminate the case. 235 

 236 
(D) Authority of the Chief Justice.  The Case Management Section shall periodically 237 

report the designation of cases as complex litigation to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 238 
who may decide that a case should not be classified as complex litigation.  If the Chief Justice 239 
determines that a case should not be classified as complex litigation, the Case Management Section 240 
shall notify the judge who shall remove the case from the complex litigation docket and notify the 241 
parties. 242 

 243 
[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 244 

 245 
 246 



RULE 99. EFFECTIVE DATE. 247 
 248 

[Existing language unaffected by the amendments is omitted to conserve space] 249 
 250 
(Insert division letter) The amendments to Sup.R. 37 adopted by the Supreme Court of 251 
Ohio on    , shall take effect on     . 252 
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