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INTRODUCTION

The Ohio Judicial Center: A Showcase of Art

Each day, employees and visitors to the Ohio Judicial Center — home to the Supreme
Court of Ohio — enjoy the vast collection of art within the building. Unlike any
building in the area, it is believed the Ohio Judicial Center is the premier showcase of
public art within the state.

Truly a Gem

The colorful and vast murals gracing the walls of the Supreme Court Courtroom
and other rooms within the building are original to the building, which first opened
in 1933. Fifty years later as the building fell into disrepair, state government officials
considered demolishing the former gem. Thankfully, the decision was made to
refurbish the building and make it home to the third branch of Ohio government —
the judiciary — and thus save the beautiful works Ohio artists and artisans created years
ago.

Today, the Ohio Judicial Center artwork is a collection of original art, as well as pieces
donated or loaned from the public. For example, the north outdoor plaza is home to
granite sculptures of Words of Justice, created by Malcolm Cochran, a professor at The
Ohio State University. Around the outside of the building is sculpture original to the
construction of the building and representative of the history of Ohio.

Within the building are collections of portraits of former Justices, photos of county
courthouses in Ohio and paintings of the state’s landscape, as well as oil paintings by
renowned Ohio artist Ron Anderson depicting the history of the rule of law, which
hang in the Supreme Court Law Library. Other art pieces adorn the halls and walls and
are the centerpieces of rooms throughout the building.

A Glimpse of Beauty

In a large state like Ohio, few people in general will have an opportunity to visit this
showcase of architecture and art in downtown Columbus. Therefore, the theme of this
2007 annual report — artwork of the Ohio Judicial Center — is an attempt to share the
joy and appreciation experienced when viewing these pieces in person.

It is hoped you will enjoy this glimpse of the building’s artwork. Perhaps, one day, you
will have the opportunity to see in person the gift the state’s artists offer us all.

Art Featured on Opposite Page (From left to right)
¢ Oil painting of Ohio landscape, Red Hay Wagon, by M. Katherine Hurley
® Mural on early Ohio commerce by Cincinnati artist H. H. Wessel, South Hearing Room
* Bronze plaque of American Indian leader Little Turtle by Paul Fjelde, Civic Center Lobby
¢ Granite sculpture, Words of Justice, by Malcolm Cochran, North Plaza fountain
¢ Oil painting of the Signing of the Magna Carta by Ron Anderson, Rule of Law Gallery
¢ Portrait of former Justice Asher William Sweeney by J. Leslie, Portrait Gallery
® The Progress of Industry mural by John F. Holmer, North Hearing Room
* Outdoor sculpture representing Ohio industry, by Alvin Meyer, Front Street side of building
* Courtroom panoramic mural of the Settlement of Marietta, by Rudolph Scheffler
* Mural by LeRoy MacMorris, on the history of the printed word, Law Library Reading Room

® Mosaic by Rudolph Scheffler, north stairwell of the Grand Concourse.






A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF JUSTICE

Dear Fellow Ohioans:

Woody Hayes famously said, “You win with people.” The Supreme Court of Ohio is blessed with
a winning team. As I travel Ohio, I often hear of the positive interactions judges, court staff, legal
professionals and private citizens have with the Supreme Court administrative staff. It is always
my pleasure to share these comments with the dedicated men and women whose efforts make
possible the Court’s effective administration of justice.

It is in recognition of Supreme Court staff contributions that the 2007 annual report includes
a new feature: a listing of the names of each innovative and dedicated professional who served
the Court in 2007 and for whom my fellow Justices and I share admiration and thanks. It is fitting
that this annual report, showcasing the accomplishments of this past year, features the people
who made these accomplishments possible.

2007 saw the retirement of one of these dedicated and capable individuals — Marcia J. Mengel
— who stepped down after serving for 20 years as the first woman to be appointed clerk and
director of bar admissions. Her leadership was instrumental in developing the strong sense
of public service that now defines those offices. Marcia took the Office of the Clerk online,
increasing the accessibility of case filings and other case information. Bar applications now are
online thanks in part to her leadership; she created a more thorough application process as well.
Her contributions cannot be overstated.

In 2007 we also:

® Swore in Justice Robert R. Cupp as the 151* Justice of the Supreme Court and Justice
Terrence O’Donnell to his first full term as Justice.

* Selected 10 counties for an alternative response pilot project to improve service to
Ohio children and families, and announced plans for the Ohio Summit on Children
in May 2008 and a follow-up event in 2009.

¢ Issued the Statement Regarding the Provision of Pro Bono Legal Services by Ohio
Lawyers to underscore the obligation attorneys have to facilitate public access to
justice, and then called on Ohio lawyers to help address Ohioans’ foreclosure
problems.

* Recognized 50 years of service by the more than 200 Ohioans who have volunteered
their time since 1957 on the Board of Commissioners on Grievances & Discipline.

Coach Hayes defined success this way: “It’s what you do with what you’ve got.” We’ve got some
great people at the Supreme Court of Ohio, and together with our many partners in the judicial
system, 2007 was indeed a successful year.

%/%

Thomas J. Moyer
Chief Justice

Mercury, messenger of the gods in Greek and Roman mythology, is found within the center ceiling
mural of the Supreme Court Courtroom. Original to the building, the Courtroom murals were painted

by German immigrant Rudolph Scheffler. | i
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CHIEF JUSTICE THOMAS J. MOYER is a leader in providing citizens
with improved access to the courts through alternative dispute
resolution and computer technology. He also seeks to ensure equal
access to the courts through the development of a certification
process for interpreters for non-English speakers and the hearing-
impaired.

Since Moyer became Chief Justice in 1987, Ohio has been a
leader in providing substance abuse treatment to nonviolent
offenders. He also is working with leaders of the judiciary and
the General Assembly to develop family courts, a comprehensive
approach to resolving criminal and civil issues confronting families.

As chairman of the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission, Chief Thomas J. Moyer
Justice Moyer led efforts to revise Ohio felony, misdemeanor, GHIEF JUSTICE
traffic and juvenile sentencing laws that have been adopted by the
General Assembly.

2007 STAFF

Moyer is in the forefront of efforts to improve the method

of selecting judges in Ohio and has worked with all interested [ E R E

Brandon J. Lester

parties to develop legislative proposals to increase the reporting Amber L. Merl
requirements for contributions made to judicial campaigns, and K'mbir'y R-thngmSgE
. .. . . . . ose .omi

increase the minimum professional qualifications required of =l L':.)Speelman
judicial candidates. Melissa Uhlich

Chief Justice Moyer also works with lawyers and judges in other
countries as they develop independent judiciaries. After Ukraine
gained its independence, he led efforts there to introduce the
importance of the rule of law and continues to host delegations
from Ukraine on a regular basis. Chief Justice Moyer also has
worked with judicial leaders in China, Korea, Argentina and Chile.

The Chief Justice received his law degree from The Ohio State
University in 1964. He served eight years as a judge of the 10™
District Court of Appeals in Franklin County, four years as executive
assistant to the governor of Ohio and eight years in the private
practice of law in Columbus.

Chief Justice Moyer serves as vice-chair of the Advanced Science
and Technology Adjudication Resource Center, a national
consortium to prepare judges for managing
the resolution of disputes presenting complex
scientific issues. In addition, he chairs the Task
Force on Politics and Judicial Selection for
the Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ) and
co-chairs the CC] Committee on Emergency
Preparedness in the Courts.

In August 1995, he was named president of
the Conference of Chief Justices for a one-year
term. In 1987, at the 300™ Ohio State University commencement,
he was recognized as one of 40 outstanding alumni. In January
2003, he was awarded the James F. Henry Award for exemplary
alternative dispute resolution leadership in the state judiciary
from the CPR Institute for Dispute Resolution. In June 1989, Chief
Justice Moyer received the American Judicature Society Herbert
Harley Award for improving the administration of justice in Ohio.

Signing of the Constitution, featured at left, is one of six paintings on display
in the Rule of Law Gallery in the Law Library. The series, painted by Ron
Anderson, chronicles the history of the rule of law. Bl



Paul E. Pfeifer
JusTice
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Robert L. Burpee
Kevin Diehl

James W. Sheridan
Sandra Wearly-Messer

JusTICE PAUL E. PFEIFER grew up on his family’s dairy farm near
Bucyrus. He still resides just down the road. As a teenager, he raised
purebred Yorkshire hogs to finance his college education. Those
years taught him the value of hard work, determination and clean
overalls.

Justice Pfeifer’s first job after graduating from Ohio State’s law
school was as an assistant attorney general trying eminent domain
cases associated with the building of Ohio’s highway system. Traveling
the state gave him an appreciation for Ohio’s county courthouses,
architectural jewels that are the crossroads of life in Ohio’s towns
and cities. He always tries to keep in mind how the Supreme
Court’s decisions might affect the people seeking justice in county
courthouses every day.

In 1972, he became a partner in the law firm of Cory, Brown &
Pfeifer, where he practiced — primarily as a trial and tax lawyer
— for 20 years. He also served several years as an assistant county
prosecutor.

Justice Pfeifer served in both houses of the Ohio General Assembly:
one term in the House of Representatives and four terms in the
Senate. He held a variety of leadership posts in the Senate, and
served as chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee for 10 years.
His proudest legislative accomplishment was crafting the legislation
creating the Ohio Tuition Trust Authority.

Justice Pfeifer was first elected to the Supreme Court in 1992. For
him, the most inspiring thing about the Court is that every voice gets
heard — from that of the widow fighting for her husband’s workers’
compensation benefits, to those of corporations battling over tens of
millions of dollars.

He began his third Supreme Court term in January 2005. His
first boss, William Saxbe, administered the oath of office. At Justice
Pfeifer’s side was his wife, Julie — they first met when their steers
were tied across from each other at the Crawford County Fair “more
years ago than it would be polite to mention.” Together they have two
daughters, Lisa and Beth, a son, Kurt, and four granddaughters.

Justice Pfeifer believes he does his best legal work while doing
chores on his farm, where he raises Black Angus cattle. He says there
is a clarity to life in the country. There is no pomp or circumstance —
just the green fields of Crawford County, a gaggle of grandkids who
call him “Papa” and a herd of Angus that know him as the guy with
the hay.



JusTICE EVELYN LUNDBERG STRATTON came to the bench by a
very different route.

She was born to missionary parents in Bangkok, Thailand, and
spent her childhood in Southeast Asia — attending boarding
school in South Vietnam during the height of the Vietham War
— and later in Malaysia, coming to America periodically with her
parents. At age 18, she returned to America alone with only a few
hundred dollars in her pocket. She worked her way through school,
receiving a juris doctor degree from The Ohio State University
College of Law.

Justice Stratton’s legal career began in the courtrooms of central
Ohio as a trial lawyer. In 1989, as the first woman judge to be Evelyn Lundberg

elected to the Franklin County Common Pleas Court, she presided Stratton
over major cases ranging from capital murder trials to major civil Y
actions. In her years on the bench, she established a solid record 2007 STAFF
of judicial integrity, fairness and diligence. Her approach to D576 BArEesah
sentencing in serious felony cases earned her the nickname “The Sue A. Bowery

Connie A. Crim

Velvet Hammer.” Her work on the court led to her appointment, ==
Kristina L. Hawk

and subsequent election, to the Supreme Court of Ohio.

Justice Stratton is committed to her community and her efforts
have helped lead major changes in adoption law. As chairperson
of a national committee, Justice Stratton led a nationwide effort to
speed up adoption appeals. She also has provided strong leadership
as a member of the board of trustees for the Dave Thomas
Foundation for Adoption, as well as Prevent Blindness Ohio.

With a partnership between courts and the mental health system,
Justice Stratton believes many defendants whose mental illness is
the basis of their criminal activity can be helped and their lives
improved. She formed the Supreme Court of Ohio Advisory
Committee on Mental Illness & the Courts, a task force that
includes mental health, legal and criminal justice professionals
from around the state. The advisory committee focuses on mental
health initiatives in the court system and how to effectively
implement such programs.

Justice Stratton also leads several national efforts toward helping
those with mental illness. She is the founder and former co-chair
of the Judges’ Leadership Initiative, which supports mental health
efforts, as well as the Returning Home Advisory Commission, which
assists in re-entry by those released from jails and prisons in order
to reduce recidivism and its cost to society.

Justice Stratton is the wife of John A. Lundberg III, and the
mother of two adult sons. She enjoys painting, Thai cooking
and fly fishing with her husband. But surely her most interesting
accomplishment was her first-place finish in a college Stampede
Girls Goat Tying Competition — a talent she later put to good use
as a trial lawyer.



Maureen O’Connor
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JusTICE MAUREEN O’CONNOR was born in the nation’s capital, but
raised in Strongsville and Parma. Her election in 2002 as the 148"
Justice on the Supreme Court of Ohio is the latest achievement in a
long career of public service.

While gaining experience in practice as an attorney during the early
1980s, Justice O’Connor created a home for her family and her legal
career in northeast Ohio. Appointed a magistrate in Summit County
in 1985, she served in that capacity until she became a common
pleas court judge in 1993. As a busy trial judge, Justice O’Connor
was selected by her peers to serve as the administrative judge — a
testament to her ability to build coalitions and maintain collegiality
while administering to the business of the courts.

But Justice O’Connor felt compelled to return to work on the
front lines protecting the public. She became the Summit County
prosecuting attorney in 1995, aggressively prosecuting repeat
offenders, violent criminals and public officials who committed
ethical violations or improprieties. She was recognized for her work
on behalf of victims, and remains proud of awards bestowed on her
by Mothers Against Drunk Driving and Cleveland State University. As
prosecutor, Justice O’Connor also lobbied the General Assembly for
tougher rape laws and mandatory jail time for gang-related offenses.
Successful in her undertakings, she set her sights on more difficult
challenges.

In 1998, the people of Ohio elected Justice O’Connor as their
lieutenant governor — the second-highest official in the state. She
quickly became the governor’s chief advisor on criminal justice
issues, serving as director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety,
and as chair of Ohio’s Security Task Force and the State Building
Security Review Committee. Her experiences in law enforcement
proved invaluable, particularly in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks,
when she led the state in its response to new threats of terrorism.
Her leadership in this area garnered the attention and praise of the
country’s first homeland security advisor, Tom Ridge.

Since her election to the Supreme Court of Ohio, Justice O’Connor
continues to work for justice. In addition to her responsibilities
hearing the array of cases presented to the Court, Justice O’Connor
devotes herself to educational initiatives for Ohio students and to
matters of security, such as the new Advisory Committee on Court
Security & Emergency Preparedness, which she chairs.



JusTICE TERRENCE O’DONNELL brings more than 25 years of
service to the Supreme Court of Ohio, having served on the 8"
District Court of Appeals and the Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
Court.

He began his legal career as a law clerk to former Supreme
Court of Ohio Justice ]J.J.P. Corrigan in 1971 and then as a law
clerk for Judge John V. Corrigan and Judge John M. Manos on the
8" District Court of Appeals in Cuyahoga County. He later served
the 8" District as an appellate judge himself for eight years, after
serving as a judge on the Cuyahoga County Court of Common
Pleas for 14 years.

Justice O’Donnell brings a wide array of related service in his
position on the Supreme Court: He has served as chairman of
the Cleveland Bar Association Law Related Education Committee
and Student Essay Contest. Justice O’Donnell, who is a former
schoolteacher, is a founding member and past president of the
Legal Eagles, a law fraternity for alumni of St. Edward High School
in Lakewood and has been a regular lecturer in its annual seminar.

Justice O’Donnell served on the Supreme Court of Ohio
Commission on Professionalism and lectured on topics of
professionalism and ethics at continuing legal education programs
throughout Ohio. He also served on the Supreme Court Statistical
Reporting Committee, which established court standards for
reporting caseload statistics. Further, Justice O’Donnell’s efforts
in implementing a statewide mentoring program for lawyers have
been widely acclaimed.

Justice O’Donnell also served as chairman of the Ohio Legal
Rights Service Commission, which oversees the protection and
advocacy of mentally retarded and mentally ill persons statewide,
and completed two terms as a member of the board of trustees of
Our Lady of the Wayside, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
serving the needs of the mentally and physically challenged. His
brother, John, is a group home resident at Fairview House, owned
and serviced by Our Lady of the Wayside.

He is a past member of the board of trustees of Magnificat High
School and the Lawyers Guild of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland,
and completed his participation in the Ohio State Bar Foundation
Fellows Class of 2005.

Justice O’Donnell has been honored by every school and
university he attended. St. Edward High School presented him
with its Alumnus of the Year Award in 2005, Kent State University
recognized him as an outstanding arts and sciences graduate, and
Cleveland State University awarded him with its Distinguished
Alumni Award. In addition, the University of Akron conferred an
honorary doctor of law degree.

Justice O’Donnell currently resides in Rocky River with his
wife, Mary Beth. The couple has four adult children — Terrence,
Michael and Colleen, all of whom are attorneys; and Nora, who
earned her master’s degree at the University of Dayton and teaches
English at St. Ignatius High School in Cleveland.

Terrence O’Donnell
JusTick

2007 STAFF

Laura W. Dawson
James Quinn Dorgan
Adam J. Hall

Kent C. Kiffner

Ann M. Schlatter



Judith Ann Lanzinger

JusTice
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Kristin B. Mutchler
Lora D. Peters
Samuel C. Peterson
Sandra K. Ringer

JUSTICE JUDITH ANN LANZINGER is the only Court member to serve
at every level of the statewide judiciary — municipal, common pleas,
court of appeals and Supreme Court. This experience is invaluable
as she chairs the superintendence commission, which is charged with
developing rules that apply to all Ohio courts.

Justice Lanzinger was elected in 2004 as the 150™ justice of the
Supreme Court of Ohio. During the previous 20 years she was a
judge on the 6" District Court of Appeals, the Lucas County Court of
Common Pleas and the Toledo Municipal Court. Her trial workload
included more than 12 death penalty cases.

Born and educated in Toledo, Justice Lanzinger was the second
woman in the United States to earn a master’s degree in judicial
studies. The first in her family to attend college, the Justice received
her undergraduate degree magna cum laude with a dual major
in education and English from the University of Toledo. Before
beginning law school, she taught elementary school while starting a
family.

Justice Lanzinger has served on the National Judicial College
faculty since 1990 and has been an adjunct professor since 1988 at
the University of Toledo College of Law, where she was valedictorian
of her class. She also is a charter member and past president of the
Morrison Waite Inn of Court, a mentoring group, and the Toledo
Junior Bar Association.

Justice Lanzinger now chairs the Supreme Court’s Commission
on the Rules of Superintendence for Ohio Courts and continues
to contribute to the legal profession as an active member of the
judiciary. A former chair and active board member of the Ohio
Judicial College, she continues her interest in judicial education. She
joined the Ohio Bar Foundation’s Class of 2000, served as co-chair of
the Public Education and Awareness Task Force of the Ohio Courts
Futures Commission, and was a member of the Supreme Court of
Ohio Board of Commissioners on Grievances & Discipline, as well as
the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission.

As a member of many legal and judicial associations, Justice
Lanzinger has received numerous awards, one of her favorites being
the Toledo Junior Bar’s Order of the Heel, given for assistance to
young lawyers.

Justice Lanzinger enjoys speaking at legal events and in community
settings. The Justice and her husband, Robert Lanzinger, live in
Toledo and have a daughter, son and son-in-law, all whom are
attorneys, and three grandchildren.



Prior to his election to the Supreme Court of Ohio in November
2006, JusTiCE ROBERT R. CUPP served on the Ohio Court of
Appeals, 3 Appellate District, which comprises 17 counties in
northwest and west central Ohio. He was selected presiding judge
of the court in 2005 and administrative judge in 2004. In fact,
much of Justice Cupp’s 30-year legal career has been committed to
effective public service.

Before becoming a judge, Justice Cupp served 16 years as a
member of the Ohio Senate, beginning in 1985 and ending in
2000 with the advent of Ohio’s legislative term limits. He won each
election by wide vote margins. Before his election to the legislature,
Justice Cupp served as a Lima city prosecutor and assistant
director of law (1976 to 1980). He twice was elected Allen County
commissioner (1981 to 1984 and 2001 to 2002). He also engaged
in the private practice of law in Lima for more than 25 years. He is
a member of the Allen County and Ohio State Bar associations and
coauthored the book, [Legal] Ethics and Discipline in Ohio, published
by the Ohio State Bar Foundation in 1977.

In the Senate, Cupp served as president pro tempore, the second-
highest Senate office, from 1997 through 2000. As chairman of the
Civil Justice Subcommittee, and a 10-year member of the Judiciary
Committee, he focused on civil and criminal justice issues. As a
member of the Education Committee, he worked extensively on
education and school finance improvement issues. As chairman of
the Commerce and Labor Committee, he worked to improve the
state workers’ compensation system. He also served on the Joint
Legislative Ethics Committee, as well as the Finance, Agriculture,
Ways and Means, State and Local Government, and Legislative
Information Systems committees.

Justice Cupp twice received the Ohio State Bar Association
Distinguished Service Award. He also received the Ohio Association
of Elected Officials Robert E. Hughes Memorial Award in
recognition of his outstanding contribution to the improvement of
the election process in Ohio. He also is the recipient of the State
4-H Alumni Award.

Justice Cupp currently serves as a member of the Ohio
Commission on Dispute Resolution & Conflict Management by
appointment of the Chief Justice. He was a visiting professor at
Ohio Northern University, his alma mater, teaching judicial process
and leadership. He is a past president of the 13-county Black
Swamp Area Boy Scout Council and is a member of the board of
trustees of the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association.

Cupp was born in rural Allen County and grew up on his family’s
farm. He earned his political science degree with high distinction
from Ohio Northern University in 1973 and his law degree from
Ohio Northern University’s Pettit College of Law in 1976. As a
student at ONU, he served as president of the Student Senate.

Justice Cupp’s wife, Libby, is an educator. They are the parents of
two sons, Matthew and Ryan, both of whom are Eagle Scouts.

Robert R. Cupp
JusTick

2007 STAFF

Melissa W. Baldwin
Diane R. Brey
Susan M. Burns
Robert Vaughn






A Look Back

IAN. 2

Robert R. Cupp, a former state senator
and appellate judge, is sworn-in as the
151* Justice of the Supreme Court of
Ohio.

JAN. 3

A delegation of South Korean judicial
officials arrives to observe the Ohio
judicial system at work.

JaN. 8

Justice Terrence O’Donnell takes the
oath of office after being elected to his
first full term as Justice of the Supreme
Court.

JAN. 8

Former Judge William “Milt” Nuzum
III takes over as director of the Ohio
Judicial College.

JAN. 30

Governor Ted Strickland announces
an executive order amending Ohio’s
judicial selection process used to fill
vacancies.

“ Working bronze clocks adorn artwork found within the building.

FEB. 23

Justice Maureen O’Connor shares
her experience with new lawyers
during a training event in Cleveland
co-sponsored by the Cleveland and
Cuyahoga Bar Associations.

FEB. 26

More than 500
prospective lawyers
take the Ohio bar

exam.

MARCH 12

The Supreme
Court makes image
documents of court
orders available
online through the
Court’s Web site.

In 2006, the Court began putting briefs
and other case filings online.

MARCH 13

Five Supreme Court employees are
honored with Professional Excellence
Awards during a Court-wide event in the
Courtroom.

MARCH 23

The Supreme Court releases a new
bench card to assist judges working with
foreign-language interpreters.

APRIL 4

Justice Cupp is honored by the Boy
Scouts of America with its prestigious
Silver Beaver Award given to an adult
Scout for distinguished service to young

people.

APRIL 12

Justice Terrence O’Donnell administers
the oath of office to students
participating in a Youth in Government
event.

|11
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APRIL 16

Justice Cupp and Justice Judith Ann

Lanzinger meet with the “We the

People” high school state champion

team.

APRIL 18

The Supreme Court holds session in the
Knox County Courthouse as part of its

Off-Site Court Program.

APRIL 19

Assembly.

APRIL 19
Justice O’Connor delivers a keynote

address at the Women’s Bar Association
Annual Meeting.

Legislation backed by the Supreme
Court is introduced in the Ohio House
of Representatives to reform mayor’s

courts in Ohio.

APRIL 23
Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton’s

mental illness and the courts initiative
gains recognition through a national

effort modeling Ohio’s
program.

APRIL 24

Justice O’Donnell and
the Ohio State Bar
Foundation unveil a
program to assist the
state’s Somali community.

APRIL 25

Chief Justice Moyer
announces a joint
initiative with Governor
Strickland to host the

For the fourth
time, Chief Justice
Thomas J. Moyer
delivers his State
of the Judiciary
Address to a joint
session of the
Ohio General

Ohio Summit on Children in 2008.

MaAy 3

Justice O’Donnell gives a keynote
address at the Mahoning County Bar
Association Law Day event.

MaAyY 4
The Supreme Court announces that

more than 300 applicants pass the
February 2007 Ohio Bar Exam.

MAY 14

More than 250 new attorneys are
admitted to the Ohio bar during a
ceremony in Columbus.

MaAy 16

The Chief Justice delivers a keynote
address and announces a Judicial
Canon review during the Ohio State Bar
Association Annual Meeting.

MAy 31

Chief Justice Moyer testifies before an
Ohio House Committee in support of a
mayor’s court reform bill.

JUNE 14

Justice O’Connor gives

a keynote address at the
annual conference of the
Ohio Associations of Probate,
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Judges.

JUNE 22

The Supreme Court considers
report recommendations
from the Task Force on

the Certification of Court
Reporters.



JUNE 28

More than 70 judges from across

the country participate in a judicial
scientific training seminar at The Ohio
State University as part of the Advanced
Science & Technology Adjudication
Resource (ASTAR) program.

JUNE 30

Marcia J. Mengel retires from the
Supreme Court after serving 20 years

as Clerk of Court and Director of Bar
Admissions. Mengel was the first woman
to serve as clerk.

JuLy 24
More than 1,300 prospective lawyers
take the Ohio bar exam.

JuLy 26

The Supreme Court announces a
restructuring of its management staff,
including the appointment of Richard
A. Dove as assistant administrative
director and Susan B. Christoff as
director of attorney services.

AUG. 6

The Supreme
Court hosts
the three-

day national
meeting of the
Conference of
Court Public
Information
Officers at the
Ohio Judicial
Center.

AUG. 13

A new bench card is issued for judges
to work with interpreters for deaf and
partially deaf individuals.

AvG. 23

The Ohio State Bar Association names
Jacqueline Hagerott, manager of the
Supreme Court Dispute Resolution
Section, as chairperson of its Dispute
Resolution Committee.

AUG. 27

Christy Tull, an education program
manager in the Ohio Judicial College,
is elected vice president of the
National Association of State Judicial
Educators.

SEPT. 6

Chief Justice Moyer highlights the
success of local court programs during
his 20" address to the Ohio Judicial
Conference.

SEPT. 10

Kristina D. Frost is appointed Clerk
of Court for the Supreme Court of
Ohio.

SEPT. 13

Ten counties are selected to participate
in an innovative Ohio Alternative
Response Pilot Project in a joint effort
with the Ohio Department of Job &
Family Services.

SEPT. 18
The Supreme
Court hires
Diana Ramos-
Reardon, its
first program
manager
dedicated to
issues involving
domestic
violence.

Il 13
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SEPT. 20

The Supreme Court issues a statement
supporting and encouraging pro bono
legal services by Ohio lawyers.

SEPT. 24

The Supreme Court awards scholarships
to 47 Ohio mediators, attorneys, judges
and magistrates, who receive training
relating to mediation, domestic violence
and family conflict.

SEPT. 28

The national Court Management
Program, an affiliate of the Institute for
Court Management, graduates a class

of 36 participants during a ceremony in
the Ohio Judicial Center.

OcCT. 10

The Ohio Judicial College hosts a
Super Meeting for all non-judicial court
personnel in Ohio.

OcrT. 12

The Supreme Court proposes
amendments to standard probate forms,
as well as amendments to procedural
rules.

OcT. 16

The Chief Justice attends a conference
on judicial elections and judicial
selection co-sponsored by the
Georgetown University Law Center and
the National Center for State Courts.

Ocr. 26

The Court
announces that more
than 1,000 applicants
pass the July 2007

Ohio bar exam.

Nowv. 5

Nearly 1,000 new
attorneys are
admitted to the
Ohio bar during
a ceremony in
Columbus.

Nov. g

A delegation of Ukrainian judiciary
members arrives at the Ohio Judicial
Center to study the American judicial
system during a week-long visit.

Nov. 13

The Supreme Court unveils a new Web
service to view proposed and adopted
rule amendments.

Nov. 14

The Supreme Court hosts its annual
seminar on the Unauthorized Practice
of Law.

Chief Justice Moyer offers a statement
of support for the Pakistani judiciary
following a rally at the Ohio Statehouse.

Nov. 15

Crevon Tarrance, a Supreme Court
dispute resolution manager, is elected
to the board of directors of the National
Association for Conflict Resolution.

Nov. 16

The Supreme Court
releases proposed rule
amendments addressing
access to court records.

Nov. 2

The Supreme Court
celebrates the Board

of Commissioners on
Grievances & Discipline
50" anniversary during
a ceremony in the
Courtroom.



Nov. 3o DEc. 10

An Ohio delegation, including Judicial Victims of attorney theft are awarded
College Director Milt Nuzum, attends a more than $187,000 by the Court’s
national judicial conference at Harvard Clients’ Security Fund.
University on leadership education and
courtroom best i DEC. 13
practices.
The Supreme
DEc. g Court co-sponsors a
Nearly 350 attorneys have their Ohio statewide conference
law licenses suspended for failing to on specialized
register with the Supreme Court. dockets.
DEc. 14

The Supreme Court
hosts a regional
workshop for judges
and journalists.

DEc. 20

The Chief Justice calls on Ohio
attorneys to assist in addressing the
state’s foreclosure problem.

DEc. 7

A delegation from China’s International
Economic Trade & Arbitration
Commission visits the Supreme Court
through a program at The Ohio State
University.
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OCN

OHIO COURTS NETWORK

Linking Ohio Courts with Critical Case Information

WITH NEARLY 400 COURTS IN OPERATION IN OHIO, thousands of court
personnel make crucial decisions each day, which may impact the public
safety of Ohio cities and towns.

The development of the Ohio Courts Network (OCN) began in 2007,
When finished, the network will be a centralized data warehouse of
court case-related information with a data interface from justice system
partners. The network will be Internet-based and provide secure access to
information. The concept of a court-technology network was first proposed
in the late 1990s and was recommended again in 2002 by the Ohio Judicial
Conference Court Technology Committee.

Today, court information is used to make crucial decisions, including
setting bail, arraigning and sentencing offenders and issuing protective
orders. Court information also is needed when completing background
checks and handgun purchases, issuing of commercial driver and pilot
licenses, and even in immigration.

In Ohio, the exchange of important case-related data among the
courts and with their justice system partners is inefficient and, at times,
nonexistent. While some courts in Ohio have online case searches
available, the vast majority do not. Nor could they afford such technology.

Common in today’s court system is the plight of a Cuyahoga County
judge in northern Ohio, who is charged with determining bail for an
accused felon. That Cleveland-area judge is forced to make critical
decisions affecting numerous lives, without the benefit of knowing if this
individual has prior convictions in other parts of the state, hundreds of
miles from where the judge conducts his legal proceedings.

The Ohio Courts Network seeks to address and remedy these common
situations. The network will be an integrated, statewide justice information
exchange, which will allow all justice stakeholders to have accurate and
current information required to administer justice and enhance the safety
of Ohioans. Information available in the court system is critical to this
effort.

To plan for the development of this initiative, the Supreme Court of
Ohio requested funding from the Ohio General Assembly in its fiscal year
2008 and 2009 budgets. Specifically, the Supreme Court requested $10.5
million, which Governor Ted Strickland included in the state’s fiscal year
2008 and 2009 budget proposals.

This included funds for fiscal year 2008 to build the data warehouse and
fund a pilot project for the connection of 20 courts to test the system.

The 20 courts selected typify those across Ohio. By working with these
pilot courts, the project team will develop the core system and determine
the best process to roll out the system to other courts. The completion of
the pilot project is expected by June 2008. This pilot project is considered
the proof-of-concept phase of the Ohio Courts Network development.



For fiscal year 2009, $6.5 million was requested to cover the delivery of
hardware and software to courts throughout the state, thus meeting the
technology standards of the network.

As part of the two-year plan to develop the Ohio Courts Network, 2007
saw numerous highlights:

* The request for proposal was completed in early 2007 and a contract
was awarded to Unisys Corporation to assist in the development of
the proof-of-concept phase of the OCN system.

* The OCN project officially launched in late May 2007.

¢ All computer equipment, network equipment and software
necessary to host the OCN system was purchased and installed.

* A data-sharing plan was developed with the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Corrections (ODRC) and the network began
receiving ODRC data nightly, including inmate information,
behavior information, supervision information and photos.

® The Court also negotiated a data-sharing agreement with
the attorney general’s office to provide OCN access to the
Computerized Criminal History database and to other databases
managed by the attorney general in the future, such as the sexual
offender registry.

¢ The Court’s Information Technology staff finalized the user
interface design for OCN and began the testing phase.

e The Ohio Courts Network received data from its first court,
Hamilton County Probate Court, late in 2007.

* Negotiations began with all major case management system vendors
serving the courts of the state and agreements were finalized with
three major vendors; agreements were expected with all major
vendors by February 2008.

® Supreme Court Information Technology staff began working with
the vendor supporting the Franklin County common pleas courts
to add OCN connectivity to their court systems. Initial data transfers
were expected in January 2008.

* Information Technology staff anticipate the Ohio Courts Network
proof-of-concept phase to continue through May 2008.
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DisciPLINARY BOARD CELEBRATES

Photo by Allen Zak

Current and past members of the Board of Commissioners on Grievances & Discipline gather
in the Courtroom to celebrate the board’s 50" anniversary.

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO celebrated the 50" anniversary of the
Board of Commissioners on Grievances & Discipline in November 2007.
The ceremony in the Supreme Court Courtroom at the Ohio Judicial
Center was highlighted by a keynote address by former American Bar
Association President and former Detroit Mayor Dennis W. Archer. The
Justices recognized and thanked the more than 200 Ohioans who have
served the board since 1957 in its mission to uphold the highest ethical
standards for attorneys and judges and to safeguard the public.

“We are here to recognize and express our gratitude for the prodigious
contributions of time and resources of those who have served as members
of the board,” said Chief Justice Moyer. “I speak for all the Justices of the
Supreme Court in thanking you for the work you have performed to assist
the Court in effectively implementing one of our important constitutional
responsibilities.”

In his remarks, the Chief Justice added that the celebration was about
two enduring legacies of the profession of law — trust and tradition of
sharing talents, education and resources to improve the administration of
justice and improve the lives of citizens.

In his keynote address, Archer praised the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances & Discipline for all the work it has done and all the work it will
continue to do.

“Itis not fun, it is not pleasing when a lawyer violates a canon and must
be disciplined, but it is your responsibility and you do so with dignity and
respect,” said Archer, who also is a former associate justice of the Michigan
Supreme Court and former mayor of the city of Detroit. “Your work is not
just for Ohio; your work is for all of America.”
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Sandra J. Anderson, chair of the board; Jonathan W. Marshall, secretary
to the board; and attorney Norton R. Webster with the Columbus firm
of Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, also offered remarks during the
commemoration ceremony. More than 50 present and former board
members were in attendance.

The Board of Commissioners on
Grievances & Discipline is a 28-member
commission appointed by the Supreme
Court. The members consist of 17
attorneys, seven active or retired judges
and four non-attorney members. The
board’s duties include: issuing final
recommendations to the Supreme Court
on formal disciplinary charges against
Ohio’s lawyers and judges; monitoring
and assisting the certified grievance
committees in the regulation of the legal
profession; and issuing advisory ethics
opinions. In 2006, the board received 100
formal complaints, held 71 hearings and
certified 83 matters to the Supreme Court.

In addition to the duties required by
the Ohio Constitution and the Rules Governing the Bar of Ohio, the
board serves as a facilitator and resource for upholding the highest
principles of the legal profession. It is dedicated to furthering the goals
of self-regulation of the bench and bar; enhancing the public’s access to
information and participation in the Supreme Court regulation of the
legal profession and the judiciary; and assisting and encouraging Ohio
attorneys and judges through advice, guidance and education, to observe
the standards of professional responsibility so as to prevent ethical abuses
and attendant harm to Ohio’s citizens and its system of justice.

Hon. Dennis W. Archer (second from
left) delivered the keynote address.
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Off-Site Court Program Reaches
20-Year Milestone

WITH THE COMPLETION OF ORAL ARGUMENTS from the bench of the
Darke County Courthouse on Oct. 10, 2007, the Supreme Court of Ohio
completed its 20" year of Off-Site Court, a program started by Chief Justice
Thomas J. Moyer in 1987.

A total of 54 Ohio counties have hosted the Justices of the Supreme
Court in the last 20 years. Twice a year, the Off-Site Court program allows
the Justices an opportunity to do their work outside of Columbus — where
Ohioans not normally exposed to the inner workings of a state institution
can learn and watch how legal differences
are argued and ultimately remedied by the
Justices.

“The idea of this program is to bring the
Court closer to the public and especially
young people,” Chief Justice Moyer said.
“Our off-site sessions have enabled nearly
31,000 Ohioans, 23,345 of them high school
students, to observe the Supreme Court in
action without leaving their communities.”

The Supreme Court’s Off-Site Court

Supreme Court Justices answer program has gained national recognition
students’ questions at a special “press”  as a model program for education about
briefing before oral arguments. the judiciary. The program enhances high

school students’ understanding of the legal
system by providing an opportunity for hundreds of students to attend and
observe the proceedings of the Supreme Court and interact with Justices,
attorneys and Court staff without leaving their home county.

Public, private and home-schooled high school students from
throughout the visited county are invited to participate in the program on
the day set for Justices to hear oral arguments.

Prior to Off-Site Court day, the students and their teachers are provided
with curriculum material to study before the session, including summaries
of the specific cases to be argued. Local attorneys also team with educators
at each participating school to explain Ohio’s judicial system and review
case materials.

Further, on the morning of Off-Site Court, student journalists attend
a special briefing during which they can ask questions and interact with
Justices of the Court.

Students from each participating school also are assigned to attend one
oral argument. After their assigned case is argued, each group of students
meets with the ca<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>