he court of common pleas, the only trial court created by the

Ohio Constitution, is established by Article IV, Section 1, of the

Constitution and its duties are outlined in Article IV, Section 4.

There is a court of common pleas in each of Ohio’s 88 counties.

The courts of common pleas have original jurisdiction in all criminal
felony cases and original jurisdiction in all civil cases in which the
amount in controversy is generally more than $15,000. Courts of
common pleas have appellate jurisdiction over the decisions of some

CO U RTS O F state administrative agencies.

Common pleas judges are elected to six year terms on a

COMMON PLEAS nonpartisan ballot. A person must be an attorney with at least six

years of experience in the practice of law to be elected or appointed

to the court.

The courts of common pleas in most counties across the state

have specialized divisions created by statute to which judges are

specifically elected in order to hear criminal and civil, domestic

relations, juvenile, or probate cases — or some combination of

those categories. The use of the term “division” when describing

the jurisdictional structure of the various counties’ common pleas

courts sometimes is at odds with how that term is applied when

describing caseload statistics. For ease of description, it is common to

group cases by their overall type — that is, by division. For example,

when describing caseloads of matters generally grouped together

as “domestic relations cases,” they may be referred to as “domestic

relations division” cases, even though a particular county may not

technically have a domestic relations division. The courts of common

pleas in Adams, Morgan, Morrow, Noble and Wyandot counties have

no divisions and the judges elected to those courts have responsibility

over all types of cases that come before the common pleas court.
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Changes in 2015

There were no changes to the jurisdictional structure
or number of judgeships in Ohio common pleas courts

during 2015.

Future Changes

On Jan. 1, 2017, the combined general and domestic
relations division of the Delaware County Court of
Common Pleas will split into a standalone general
division and a standalone domestic relation division.
In addition, the common pleas court will add a new
judgeship, which will be added to the new domestic

relations division.

Courts of Common Pleas
Jurisdictional Distribution in 2015

NUMBER NUMBER
JURISDICTIONAL STRUCTURE OF COUNTIES OF JUDGES
Separately Administered General Division 28 162
Separately Administered
Domestic Relations Division 19 30
Separately Administered Probate Division 15 16
Separately Administered Juvenile Division 11 20
Combined General and Domestic
Relations Division 53 72
Combined Domestic Relations, and
Juvenile Division 6 15
Combined Domestic Relations, Probate,
and Juvenile Division 4 7
Combined Probate and Juvenile Division 62 62
Combined General, Domestic Relations,
and Probate Division 1 3
Combined General and Probate Division 1 1
Combined General, Domestic Relations,
Probate, and Juvenile Division 5 6
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All divisions combined (5)

All divisions separate (10)

Juvenile and probate combined,;
domestic relations and general separate (9)

Domestic relations and juvenile combined;
general and probate separate (5)

Domestic relations and general combined,;
juvenile and probate combined (53)

Domestic relations, juvenile, and probate combined;
general separate (4)

Domestic relations and juvenile combined;
general and probate combined (1)

Domestic relations, general, and probate combined;
juvenile separate (1)
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