PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE JUDICIARY

Comments Requested:  The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments until October 27, 2004 on the following proposed amendments to the Rules for the Government of the Judiciary.

Comments on the proposed amendments should be submitted in writing to:  John R. Meeks, Director, Ohio Judicial College, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, 6th Floor, Columbus, Ohio  43215-3431, or meeksj@sconet.state.oh.us not later than October 27, 2004.  Please include your full name and mailing address in any comments submitted by e-mail.


The proposed amendment is an addition to Rule IV of the Rules for the Government of the Judiciary, creating Sections 6, 7, and 8.  Therefore, the entire attached proposed amendment is new language and is underlined. 

The proposed amendment was submitted to the Supreme Court by the Board of Trustees of the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College.  


The proposed rule amendment requires participation in a four-part judicial orientation program. Parts I and II are multi-day seminars designed to enable a person to make a smooth transition from advocate to impartial arbiter or from one court to another. The seminars also ensure that the judge will have sufficient procedural and substantive knowledge. Part I is offered after the November general election and before the end of the year and Part II is offered within six months after Part I. 

Part III of the orientation program is a capital case seminar that must be taken by a judge with jurisdiction over capital cases within twenty-four months of assuming the bench. Part IV is the new judge mentor program in which a newly elected or appointed judge is paired with an experienced judge with the same subject matter jurisdiction.

The proposed amendment would also require trial judges with jurisdiction over capital cases to attend a capital case seminar within a designated time.


If ultimately adopted by the Supreme Court, the amendment to the rules will be effective January 1, 2005.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SUPREME COURT RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE JUDICIARY

* * *
Rule IV.
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education for Judiciary
* * *
Section 6.
Judicial orientation


(A)
A person who, after January 1, 2005, is appointed by the governor or elected to a judgeship other than the Supreme Court of Ohio and who has not completed the Ohio Judicial College Judicial Orientation for that jurisdiction shall attend the judicial orientation program developed and accredited by the Ohio Judicial College. With the exception of section 6 (B) (3), this provision does not apply to any person re-elected to the same judicial position.


(B)
The Judicial Orientation Program shall consist of four parts:

(1)
Part I consists of a general and specific curriculum applicable to the jurisdictions of the attendees.  The Ohio Judicial College shall conduct Part I each year after the November election but before the commencement of judicial terms in the following year.


(2)
Part II consists of a general and specific curriculum applicable to the jurisdiction of the attendees.  The Ohio Judicial College conducts Part II within six months after the conclusion of Part I.


(3)
Part III consists of a capital case seminar offered or approved by the Ohio Judicial College and must be completed by a trial judge who is elected or appointed to a bench that has jurisdiction over capital cases and who has not completed the capital case seminar. The seminar shall be completed within twenty-four months of assuming the bench.

(4)
Part IV is the Ohio Judicial College Mentor Program.  The Mentor Program pairs a newly elected or appointed judge with an experienced judge-mentor within the same subject matter jurisdiction.  Each judge required by this rule to participate in the mentor program must have regular contact with the mentoring judge for at least one year.

(C)
Any judge appointed after the conclusion of Part I but before the beginning of Part II must attend Part II. 


(D)
A sitting judge who changes jurisdictions shall be required to complete only the portions of Parts I and II of the program that are specifically designed for the new jurisdiction.

(E)
The Ohio Judicial College shall not charge tuition for participation in Parts I and II and, pursuant to Supreme Court guidelines, shall pay or reimburse the participating judge for the costs of mileage, lodging, and meals while attending Parts I and II.

(F)
For good cause, the executive committee of the Ohio Judicial College Board of Trustees may delay or excuse participation in Part I or Part II, but not both.  The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may delay or excuse participation in Part III.


(G)
Failure to comply with this rule shall result in sanctions as set forth in Section 5 of this rule, but shall not affect the force or validity of any order entered by a judge.
Section 7.  


Any trial judge with capital case jurisdiction shall comply with Section 6 (B) (3) within twenty-four months of the effective date of this rule. Any retired judge shall comply with Section 6 (B) (3) before accepting assignment to a capital case. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may delay or excuse participation in Section 7. 

Section 8.
Effective Dates 
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