Expanding the Reach of Family Drug Courts

The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJIDP) and Center for Children
and Family Futures (CCFF) announced the
selection of five States who received funding
under the Family Drug Court (FDC) Statewide
System Reform Program (SSRP).

The five SSRP awardees are:
e Alabama Administrative Office of
Courts
New York State Unified Court system
Colorado Judicial Department
Judicial Branch of lowa
Supreme Court of Ohio

With over 360 FDCs nationwide serving
approximately 19,000 families, FDCs are a
growing response to the problem of families
affected by parental substance abuse and child
abuse and neglect. FDCs at the individual project
level have shown they are effective in achieving
child welfare and treatment outcomes superior
to those achieved by the core collaborative
partners—child welfare, treatment and the
courts—operating without key FDC components.
These outcomes include higher rates of parental
participation in substance abuse treatment;

longer stays in substance abuse treatment;
higher rates of family reunification; shorter
lengths of stay in foster care for children; and
less recurrence of maltreatment. This research
base strongly supports the move towards
institutionalizing the principles and methods of
FDCs more broadly across state systems.

The purpose of this state system reform effort is
to:

* Expand FDCs’ scale (i.e., penetration
rate of the larger child welfare and
substance abuse treatment systems)
and scope (i.e., range of comprehensive
services for families)

* Infuse effective FDC practices to serve
more families in the child welfare
system affected by parental substance
use disorders

CCFF will provide In-Depth Technical Assistance
(IDTA) to the awardees to produce a first-year
plan and begin implementation in the second
year. The goal of the two-year IDTA is the
formation of a multi-year (5 year) strategic plan
to implement state-, county- or jurisdiction-wide
reform of courts’ handling of cases involving
children and parents in the family court docket
who are affected by substance use and co-
occurring disorders.

For more information please visit: www.cffutures.org or email: fdc@cffutures.org



http://www.cffutures.org/projects/family-drug-courts-tta
http://www.cffutures.org/projects/family-drug-courts-tta
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