Electronic Filing Brief (E-filing)
Based on information found in the Electronic Filings Standards (Draft) by the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Electronic Filing Workgroup

of the Standards Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on Technology and the Courts (ACTS), 2007

and the Guidebook for Electronic Court Filing by National Center for State Courts (NCSC),  1998

Definition
According to the NCSC’s Guidebook for Electronic Court Filing, “Electronic filing is the process of transmitting documents and other court information to the court through an electronic medium, rather than on paper.”
It is NOT fax-filing.  Fax-filing uses the telephone lines to print a hard copy of the documents at the court.  Fax-filing standards can be found here: http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/Boards/ACTC/SGR/fax_standards.pdf. With e-filing, the paperwork (which is already created electronically) is transmitted electronically (via the internet) and can be stored without printing.  Documents in an e-filing system are organized by means of a document management system which is integrated with the case management system.
Benefits
The Supreme Court of Ohio’s Electronic Filing Standards Draft provides a list of possible benefits for using an e-filing system.  A few of those benefits are listed below:
· Round-the clock filing. 

· Quick document retrieval. 

· Simultaneous, multi-user access to case documents. 

· Convenient document backups. 

· Fully text-searchable documents. 

· Electronically notification to parties.

· Monetary savings.
Considerations
Only a few considerations are mentioned here.  For a more complete list of considerations, review the guidebooks referenced in the resources section.

Document Management System

When a court receives a document electronically, there needs to be a way to store that document which will link it to the cases in the case management system.  If a court does not have a document management system already, it will need to purchase one as part of the process of implementing e-filing.

Filing Fees

Some filings are associated with mandatory fees.  As part of an e-filing system, the court should determine how such fees will be processed.

Filing Review Processes

A Court Staff member will still need to review all filings received; however, this review will be of an electronic document rather than a hard copy.  The court will need to establish new processes to ensure proper review of all filings.

Resources

Guidebook to Electronic Court Filing
by the National Center for State Courts
http://www.ncsconline.org/D_Tech/archive/guidebook/PDF/efiling.pdf
Electronic Filings Standards (Draft) 

by the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Electronic Filing Workgroup of the Standards Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on Technology and the Courts 

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/Boards/ACTC/SGR/EFiling.pdf
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