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AULE 1
SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY OF RULES; PURFOSE

These rutes shall apply to the Court of Common Pleas of Lawrence
County, Ohio, General Division, The purpose of these rulss is {o define
local practice procedures of this court, consigtent with the Rulss of Super-

-intendency, the Bules of Civil and Criminal Procadures and sisch other niles

as may be adopted or promulgated by the Supreme Court of Ohio pursu-

- antto Ssction 5 of Article Neﬂhe(‘}tﬁoconsﬁtuﬁon They should be cited
. asiﬂ.’andﬁsemlenm

RULE2
TERM OF COURT

There shall be one ferm of court (the January term) and the court shall
be in continuous opersafion for the transaction of judicial business. {2301.05
RC}. The term shall ba divided into two parts designated as Pait | and Part
li, sach comimencing on the first day of January, and July,

RULE 3
_FILES

1. The Clerk shall carefully preserve in the Clerl’s office all papers
delivered for that parpase in every action or proceading and have them
available during court hours or otherwise a5 necessaxy

2. Upon wqrxest ‘the deri: shall furnish ceples upon payment of the
usust fee thereforg, -

3. Nafﬁasstmﬂberemoveéﬁnmihedeﬂc‘smemptasm
rized by the court.

RULE 4
COsTS

1. Allgompiaints, appeals, molions or other pleadings shall be accom-
panied by the approptiate deposit as gecurily for court costs in ths amount
which is set by the court. The schedule of the amounts needed 1o be de-

. poswedsha&heﬂxedbymemandﬁze%ﬂcdmmsbaﬂkeepand

make available ssid st -

24, Seid depostt shall nozbemqmredm pmaeedmgswhenihacom
plaint is accompanied by an affidavit of indigency. If indigent, the deposit
costs are met if the party files a poverly affidavit which states that the party
15 without funds or assets to pay the deposit. The filing of 2 poventy affida-

‘-
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vit does not reineve a party from lability for pourt costs.

28. No final emty in & domestic relations. procesding sharf be received
for filing by the Clerk of Courts until the cost of the proceeding has besn

paid in full. Persons claiming Indigent slalus as a bar to pre-payment of -

costs shalf be required to prove said status to the safisfaction of the court
before the decres will be received.for fifing. .

2C. No complaint shall be received for filing if costs are due on & prior
-case against the intiating party without proving 1o the court that the party

has been continually without funds to pay Said costs since they were as-
segsed.

3A. When service of process is to be affected by publication, a deposit
fo secure costs of publication shall be required by the clerk. The notice fo
be published shall be prepared.by the parly requesting such publication
and the clerk shall makes notation of thes compliance with this rule thereon.

Publication deposit is required maﬁpmceedingswfmﬁeromotmayare '

accompanted by an affidavit of indigency.

3B, Posting by the clerk of couris pwwméavﬁ rules. Shalibein
the Lawrence Counly Municipal Court, the Village,of South Point Viliage
Hall, the Lawrenoe Counly Courthouss, and such other locations as the
court may designate. Clerk of Courls, or his des!gnated agent, shall be
- paid up to $25.00 for rave! necessary o said posts,

. 4. No settlement agreement which does not me!udeapmvis&mfurﬁae '
- assessment of costs shall be received for ﬂ!ing by the clerk.. .

‘ 4&.3?seappraxsa!fses!1aiiba$7590permonformaappm:salof

red property involving foreclosure, and partition, and/or any other real prop-
erty matiers oversash by the Lawrence County M s Ofﬁc:e

see  HA(Y

ialas RULES
SURETIES

1. Noofficer of this eourt, employee, spouse or dependent thereof shall
be a surety in any action or marmer before this court. No atiomey or an
employse of the atiomey in the attomey’s law practice or the spouse of
dependerd thereof shall be a surety in any action or matter bafore this court
unless specifically authorized by the court.

'.
e e et = it o £ e < 5
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RULES
PROCESS SERVERS

1, ONE-TRME APPOINTMENRT

{A} 1?apartydesuesper&ma£sewieetobemadebyaspeﬁaipm— _
cess sarver, pursuant o Civil Rule 4.1, that party or counsel -

must file with the Clerk an Entry appointing a special process

server. The foliowing must be stated in the Enfry of Appoini-

ment: . )

(1) The name of the person to be appointed as process server;

{2} That the person 16 be appointed as process server is 18
~years of age or older; and

{3) That the person to be appointed as process server is nota
panymmeacﬁonmrcounse!brammmemn '

2. STANDING APPOINTMENT
{A) A person may be designated as a “Standing Special Process

Server” for cases filed in this Court by filing a combined Aflidavit _
and Order. The affidavit shall set forth the following information:

(1) Thepame, address and telephone number of the person to
be appointed as a standing process server;

{2) That the person is 18 yoars of age or older;

{3) That the person agrees not 1o attempt service of process in
any case the server is a parly of counse! for a party, '

{4) That the person agrees fo follow the requirements of Civil
Rules 4 through 4.6 and any applicable Local Rules and

specific Insfructions for service of protess as Ordered by
the Court in individual cases.

{B)Astandﬁg appoiniment shall be for no more than a two-year

period eriing on December 31. Upon expiration of an appoint-
‘ment, & person must reapply.

(G) The O:darshaﬁ be captmeﬁ *In Re: The Appointment of {name

Y appointment) As Standing Special Process
$enm" and smme foﬂawung

U appeming o the Court that the Tollowing porson fraswm-
pﬁedma%mmwafmma/e

{name of person
spoiiment) s heralby designated as a Standing
Wﬁm&smm&?mmafm

%
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in afl cases fed in s Cour? 2ad to serve unlil Dacember 31,
‘ , or lrlirer Ordar of this Courl, wichever comes fist,”

(D) The Clerk shall record such appointment on the Court’s Gen-

erat Docket, and shall retain the original Afidavit and Order. In

any case therealter, the Clerk shall accept a ime-stamped copy

of sich an Affidavit and Order as satisfying the requirements of

CivitRule 4.1 (z)fordes@m by the Court of & person to make

service of process.

-«

RULES 7-8
RESERVED

HULE 10
DOQKET

1. Themurtshaﬁprapaxemdupdataztsdodcetmnﬁmatomasit y

deams nacessary.

- RULE 11 .
ASSIGNMBNT OF C&SE.‘S

1. The work ofthe oourtandmedifferemiypasofcasessha}! be di-
videxd between the judges as equally as possible. A case onoe assigned fo

" @ judge shall remain with that judge and that judge shalt be primarily re- -

sponsibie for the determination of every issuie and proceeding in the ease
- ynii s termination, unless by agreemant of the judges and forgand ause,
assignm is made 1o ancther judge.

. 2 GRAND JURIES: Any judge may (general of probate jury) impanel
- ard charge the Grand Jury, replace any vacancy that aacurs durmg that
term, or receive the juty’s report. -
3. Any judge may sign temporary resiraining or%l.ers In divores tases
when presented &t the tims of fling the case and belore assignment.

-4, Nathing contained in this rile shall be constred as Bmiting the au-
thority of any judge to att independsntly in petforriing thelr functions as 8
judge, ‘orto limit their authority to sign any temporary ordet, or to perform
anyﬁmﬁftheCmmnﬁeas%uﬁwhmﬁtemdgemmm
-matters would ordinarily be assigned is not available and the matter is of
such hature as to retard the administration of justice if it cannot be dis-
posed of until that jixige to whom it shouid be assigned is avaliable.

e e

Che i ey o s o ream

Comarlle  av we

RULE12 -
PLEADINGS AND MOTIONS

1. Every pleading, motion and mamorandum filed shall be typed and
heve typed or printad thereon the name, address, Ohlo registration num-

- ber and phone number of the counse filing the same. When counselis a

firm of attomeys, trial counsel hawng prm:y mpcns:bzfriy for?ze case
shall be indicated thereon.

2. Al complaints, third party pleadings, pest*jﬁdgmem motions and fi-

hﬁkﬁgmemmwmnomasﬁcmshmlmnmemmesof&e

pariies, correct current mailing and regident addresses, and the correct
designation of the parties. The clerk shall refuse for filing any matter which
does not com@ly with this nde.

3. Al malters prepared for and fited in any ¢ase shall be prinfed un-
less waived by the courl The clerk shall refuse for fillng any matter which
does not comply with this rule.

4. When a new party plaintiff or a defendant is added o a case after
the commencerment theraed, iha caption of the first pleading In which or
after which such new pady is added shall contain the name of the new
paﬁy,togemrwiﬁtﬁtekoritsaﬁdres&

5. mem!sha!i ﬁtewxﬁ;ﬁ\e(}omtphonsnmnberwﬂﬁen notice of any
changeinewnsei’s address.

6. Each pleading, motion or memorandum shall be designated in the
space for case number with the appropriate designation as follows:

TYPE )
Personal Injury
Professionst Tort
Product Liability
Other Torts

CASE NO.
Year Pi

Workers' Compensation  Year WC
Administraiive Appaals

Appropristions
Other Civil

Year OO .




Divoroe *
Annuiment )

Legal Separation

Domestic Violence

URESA

Dissotuti

Year DR

-

Criminal , -

E

Year CR

-7 All parties will insure hat pmeclpe and nonce of headngs include
the required stafutory and appropriate ianguage requirad.

RULES 13-19
RESERVED

“RULE 20
CASE MANAGEMENT - TRACKING

1. Aﬂmesﬁedmthismrtsbaﬁbeas&gmdmoneofﬁve@m
ing processes atdopted by the court according fo the type of litigation in-
volved. The purpose of the adoption of the tracking procedures isto enable
the progress of cases o be monitored and to encpurage their timely reso-
_ lution, Cases may be reassigned from one tracking procedure to another in

. the svent that the type of iiligation changes.

2. The five (5} tracking procedures adopied by ths court are (A} Do-
", mestic; {(B) Administrative Appesls; (C) Non Jury; (D} Jury and (E) Other.
© 8. it shall be the purpose of the fracking system to have all disputes
disposed of by final decree within the time set forth in CP S1p RS,

4. Indetermining the length of ime that a case has.heenpendtng,
ime shall begin with the perfection of service and should not include de-

{ays cocasioned by the willfid acts of non-moving parties, such as gbscond- -

ing from the jurisdiction of the courl, or by operation of law, sucbasthe
aumailcatayimpmd bym’ﬁ!mgofbaﬂkmpmy

5 Arxypaﬁymayrequestﬁmcouﬂtoaﬂvm&:emadopiedm

. the various tracking procedure in ordw 1o expedite matters.

RULE 21
DOMESTIC TRACK

1. All divorces, annuiments, legal separations, dissolutions, domestic
violence, URESA civil protection/staliing orders actions shall be assigned

8

= o B i 2

to the DOMESTIC TRACK.

2. The court may set a pre-rial at an appropriate tine. Counsel shall
aftand.

8. The court may, after discussion with counsei, prepare a scahedu(ing .
- "order which may include, but is not limited f0: -

A) Perpetuation depositions
B.) Discovery depositions

G} Difc!osum of experts, if any
D Exchange of witness lists
E) Exchange of iital material

F) Exchange of isting of all asaetsandmerespectwe parties vaju~ -
ation of the same,

-

G.) Trid Date

4. Unlgss othefiviss orderad by the Court, all franscripts preparsd from
camera interviews of minor chitdren shall bé delivered to the Court Secre-
tary for filing outside of the court case file. Said transcripts shall not be
read, copied, of rerhoved from the Court's possession for any reason by
any person, party or attormey.

RULEZ2
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL TRACK

1. Afi appsals from governmental entities which do not require the tak-
ing of additional testimony shall be assigned to tha ADMINISTRATIVE AP~
PEALS TRACK.

.2 Aﬁerﬁfzaiheamgmsubmza&mwmewum the court will issue its
decision.
'RULE?.:; '
NON-IURY TRACK
1. All civil matters in which no demand for frial by jury has been made

or which Is aflowed by law and which havs not been assigred 1o ancther
track may be assigned 0 the NON-JURY TRACK.
.

7




2. The court may set an CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE after
service upon adefendantﬂn!y;:ameswhomemeredappsarm
shall be notified.

3. Atthe CASE MANAGEE&ENT CONFERENCE:

(A} All counsel shallbe presant

{B) The couri shall inquire, mto the contested nature of tha ac!xon )

inciuding, but not limited to:

{1) the inclusion of all necessary or permissible parties
(2} when &l pleadings shall be completed

(8) the possibility of final resolution

{4) scheduling  trial dete

4 Atthe PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE & FINAL SETTLEMENT
' CONFERENCE:

-

{A) all-parties shau be present
(B) the irial counsel shall attend the pre-tial conference.

{C} The person or persons, be thay several of the parties or 8 com-
mittes, who have full authority to negotiate lowards the settle-
ment of a case shall be present at all PRE-TRIAL CONFER-

3 ENCES unless they have been previously exempted from ap-
. pearance by the court.

., (D} The person or persons seemmptedfmmphysmal appeararm
&t the pre-trial shali be avaliable by phone for in-depih discus-
stons or be avallable by such other means as’ the court directs.

(E} Failure of a person or persons o be available pursuant o this
rule may result in sanclions being imposed by the court upon
the offending party which may include a fine, resfiiution of all
expenses incurred by the other parties of their représentatives,
judgament against the offeniding party or such other items as
the court deems agpromia%e

. {F) All sanctions imposed shai!bapaidareempibdmﬂlmm

5. Omerwnferencesmayhesetbymeoom'loras requested bycoun—
sal in order 1 expadite the eardy resolution of disputes.

.
IRPUIUIRRR SR

PR, NP
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RULE 24
JURY TRACK

1. All civil matters in which a jury case has been requested or possible
jury casss in which the court determines it appmpnate shali be assigned to
the JURY TRACK.

2. The court may set an CASE MMAQEMENT CONFERENCE afier
service upon 3 defam‘iartt. Oniy parties who have enlered appearan&es

" ghall be notified.

3. Atthe CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE:
(A) All-counisel shefl be present

{B) The court shall inquire into the contested natsre of the action
inciuding, but not imited to:

(1) the inciusion of all nacessary of penmissible parties
{2) when all pleadings shali"'be completed

(3) the possibility of final resolution

(4) scheduling a trial date

4, Atthe PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE:

(&) All parties, their counsel, and the person or persons who have
full authority lo negotiate fowards the settlement of a case shall
bo present at alf PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCES and all finsl settle-
ment conferencas unless they have been previously exempted
from personal appearance by the court upon application,

{8} Failure of a person or persons 1o be available pursuant to this

© rule may result in sanctions bsing imposed by the court upon
the offending parly which may include a fine, restitution of afl
expenses incurred by the other parties or their representatives,
Jjudgment anainst the offending party or such other relief as the
court deems approptiate. g

{C} Al sanctions imposed shall be paid or complied with forthwith.

5. Otherconferences may be set by the court or as requssted by cour-
sl In order to expedite the sarly resolution of disputes.




RULE 25,
OTHER TRACK

1. Al complaints for writs of prohibition, mandamus, habeas corpus,
- praliminary injunctions, temporary restraining order and the Esioe shall be
.aseigned to the OTHER TRACK. . . .

N Rs&mﬂbeﬁieaﬁimatmwtyofwfypa@{equesﬁngraﬁefundar ‘

these types of cases lo concurrently inform the court of the filing in ques-
tion and amrange with the court tite earliest practical hearing data for the
iitigation,

3. By their very nature, these cases have an immediacy which require
the court and counsel 3 give prompt and full attention to the issues raised
therain,

4, Fatlmewmpursuemesemonpaﬁofapadymayresm! )

in the cowrt's dismissal of the same for fack of prompt prosecution,

5, ﬁCaseMan@emgmcmwasmPr&ngimmmhaid
in these cases, the same Rules apply as in Jury Tract cases,
| RULE2S ~ °.
CASE REVIEWS

.. The court may review tha records of the Clerk of Courts to determine
., mhsthersew!nehasbeenpermdandwhetherommmwdsemoe
- is being actively pursued. if if appears from the cleri’s recoris that service
hasnotbeanperfactadorﬂuataﬁmm&dsemcezswtbemgaﬁm&ypm—
sued, the court shall promptly inform counset to engage in active atfernpts
to galn service, tfmac!ioms!akenwittmmemkmﬁsprescnbedbym
court, the court may dismiss the cause of action icrtwwf progsecution
without prejudics. .

RULES 27 .29
RESERVED

| AULE 30
HEARINGS AND SUBMISSION OF MOTIONS

-

1. -No Motion or Other Matter which requires a hearing shall be ac-
cepted for filing by the Clerk of this Court unlass a hearing date has been
approved by the Court and nofice of heatring is endorsed thereon and ser-
vice on opposing pariias shown.

10
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2, The moving party shal serve the other party or parties not less than
sevenmdayspmrwﬂwedateonwhichmemoﬁmisseﬁerhemng Al
meamorandums condra shall be served upon opposing counsel not later
than three (8) days prior to the hearing date.

"3 Oml arguments will be alicwed on ail motions, Unless p:evﬁeus ar-

' ‘rangements have besn made,ﬁnsexpectadmatanyaxgumntandtesﬁ-
" mony, !fany,shalibe&natedtoawtaidmwmm

{A) All motions or other matters, which require raf argument or
where oral argument is desired by one of the parties, shall con-
tain nofice of date for oral argument, which must be previously
approved by the Courl's Assignment Commissioners.

" Failure to state a date for oral argument shall indicate that oral
argument is nol desired, and the Court will then nuls upon said
motions after at lsast seven (7) days’ nofice to the opposing

{B) The moving party shall serve the other party or pariies, notless -
than seven (7) days prior to the date on which the motion is set
for hearing if oral argunent is desired, At memorandums contra
shall be served upon opposing Counsel at least three (3) days
mmmdatefororaiargumennﬁthasamessdemanda&

{C) Ol argumems and testimony, if any, shall be limited to a total
of twenty (20} minutes per side.

{D} Noiwithstanding the above, afl default motions pertaining to an
aciion in foreclosure shall, and prior 1o the filing of such motion
with the Clerk of Courts, contdin a Abdioe of Hearig, which has
beanappmvedbyihe(:ourtandemmsedtherwﬁwmaewm
fo the opposing pariy.

{E) All motions, after filing, shai be submitied directly to the Com-
mon Pleas Court fof review by the appropriate Judge.

4. Motions for temporary restralning orders, temporary injunctions, for

recsivers or for simﬁar equitable relief shall be submiited io the court.

RULEST
WITNESSES AND PARTIES
1. Praecipe for witnesses shalk be filed with the clerk at lsast ten {10)
working days prior to the date set for hearing, except for good cause shown
fo the court,

2. i shall be the affirmative duty of the parly or thelr counsel to Inform

1




sach and every person whom they have subpoenaed or requested 1o ap-
pear at any proceeding i the matter has been settled, continued or if their
presencs is no longer reguired.

3. Failure of the party or their counsal to so hotify persons appearing
for the proceeding before the court may resulf in sanctions imposed by the
court against the party failing 1o periom this duty which may include rsim-
- bursements of witness fees, mileaye and such other expenses which have
- beenbomse bythe persons so epgearing in order to place themin the wme
.- position they would have been hed they been notified. : ,

RULE 32
TRIAL PROCEDURE

1. Trial procedure shall be iﬁaueordancemmstahﬁaand tules of the
Supreme Court, -

2. Except by permission of the trial judge, anly one counsel for each

adverse party will be permitted to. speak on any interlacutory motion, or
upon any question arising in the trial of g cause or proceeding; and, but
one counsed for each adversa parly will be permitted to examine the same
witnesses in any trall or procesding befomﬁaeoourt

3. Request for special instsuctions in any jury casaa shalt be filed and
* brought to the aftention of the court-at least five (5) working days prior o
the commencement of irial unless otherwise diracied by the court. if said
- roquestis not timely filed, the court may refuse to give said special instruc-
tions

oy . RULES3’ .,
ENTRIES

1. Unless the court otherwise direds, counsel fof’ a party in whose
favor an order, decree or judgment is rendered shalf within seven (7} busi-
nass days thereafter prepare the appropriate journal entry and submit it to
the adverse counsel who shall approve or reject the same within three (3)
businsss days afier the: receipt thereof, When the entry is approved by
counsel it shall be¢o endorsed and presented o the court for approval
and, if signad by the court, be filed with the clerk, If counsel are unable to
agree upon the entry, the erntenmasshatibesubmmeﬁto
thecmmmichwﬁldimctwhatenkywﬂibomade,

2. Ifthe responsible counsel falls to submit a proposed entry to oppos-
ing coumnsel within twenty (20) days following the decisian, then opposing
counsai may submit a proposed entry 1o The Couri, with a copy to prevail-

4
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ing coungel.

3. Counsel shall promptly submit an entry of dismissal to the court
foliowing setffement of any case. If counsel failg to present such anentry fo
the court within thirty (30) days after representation to the court that the
caso has been setfled, ﬁweoommaywdermamsswsmisssdforwamof

" prosecution or en’ter an appropﬁaie order.

4. The Lawrente Gounty Child Support Enforcement Ageficy (css.q) '

" orits successor shall promptly approve &ff final decrees terminating merital -

relationships in which minor c¢hildren are involved and ali subsacuent en-
tries regarding the support or custody of minor children upon verification
that the eniries contained those tems required by {a) the Rules of this
Court, (b} the-State of Ohio, {¢) that the CSEA or its successor has been
given the information required to be.given it by the appropriate party, (e
that the parties have complied with all requirements concerning their ac-
tions and, (e) that the appropriate forms necessary for the efiicient opera-
tionof the CSEA orlis suwessorhave been eempleted by the appropriate.
praty. ’

5. Uponapprzfva!bymecs&ﬁ,aﬂﬁnal decrees terminating & marital
relationship i which minor children are Involved and all subsaquent en-
tries regarding support or cistody of minor children shall be promptly pre-
sented t the courtifor approval, filed with the olerk of this court and two
ﬁiedcopiesd@oﬁtadmmaOSEAmuswssorhydmmgm
mmecledmﬂhisctam

8. All judgments or orders which are final appealable orders (FA.O.)
‘shall contain a direction to the clerk of this court that, "The Clerk shall mail
a copy of this Judgment/Order to ail counsel of record and to each party
not in default who is nat represented by counsel and make note of the
service in the Appearance Docket”,. The Judgment/Order shall be accom-
panied by a separate form which shall be atiached 1o said Judgmenl/Order

-and list the navie and address of all partie fo recelve a copy.

Further, the appropriate number of copies of sald JudgmentOrder
along with pre-addressed stamped mailers shall be defiverad to the clerk
mmm&mammmwmmng areﬁmaddressofﬁw.
Clerk.

RULE34
TRANSCRIPTS

1. i a transcnipt of a trial or hearing is deemed necessary, 4 written
request for sald transoript, wimpmofofsemcemﬂaeadwseparﬁes

L5




shall be submitied to the court. It shall be the responsibility of the eounsel
or party requesting a transcript to pay the cost thereof upon being notified
that the transcript has been completed.

2. Ifatranscriptis requested by an officer of this court who is in arrears
for payment of franscript fees or'if requested by a person other than an
officer of this court, a deposit may.be required to be promptly made. Fail-

~ ure to promptly make said deposit-may result in the court's cancellation of.

the transcript request. C s
RULE 35
OBJECTIONS TO MAGISTRATE’S REPORT

The followmg statement shall be attached to and bea part of any objec-
tion to a magistrate’s report: .

TRANSCRIPT

A franscript of the hearing held (IS - 18 NOT)

requested.

The t;ariscript statement shall be signed by the counsel or person re-
questing said transcript and be properly filled out 13 designate the hearing(s)

- requested

No objectlon toa Maglstrate (5 Report shall be awepted for ﬁling by the
Clerk without the above statement. Any statement improperly or incom-
- pletely:filled out shall be.deemed a waiver of transcript-and the objections
«shail proceed without transcrl pt. .

Any party may request a transcript by requesting the same using the
form above-without nofification to the court prior to filing and proof of ser-
vice to opposing parties within 14 days of the original filing.

No transcript request may be withdrawn without written notice to the
court and opposing parties. .

¥

_RULE 36
. SERVICES FOR DISABLED

In order to allow individuals with physical disabilities to partfcipate inthe
services offered by this Court, the Court shall:

A)) provide interpreters for deaf and hearing impaired parties,
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witnesses and jurors,
B.) provide assistive listening devices,

~ C.) provide large print material, and other similar services and devises
upon request.

D.) Requests shall be made at least forty-eight (48) hours prior fo the
hearing by nofifying the Court Administrator. '

Consultation shall be had between the requestor and the Court person-
nel regarding the type of assistance needed. Reasonable efforts shall be

made to provide the type of assistance requested or an effective alternate

means of communication.

RULE 37 * -
* MEDIATION )

1. The Court may refer cases to mediation as it deems appropriate..

2. The parties, their counsel, and such person(s) as have authority to
resolve the case shall appear at the mediation.

3. Mediations shay not be cancelied except as authorized by the court.

4. Failure to appear at a scheduled mediation may subject the offend-
ing person or company to sanctions as the court deems appropriate.
RULES 38-39
RESERVED

RULE 40
MAGISTRATES

1. Magistrates may be appointed by the court and shall serve as em-
ployees of the court as provided by the Civil Rules.

2. A magistrate may hear any issue permitted under the Civil Rules.

3. Magistrates will issue their report after the trial or hearing in accor-
dance with Civil Rules. A magistrate may require that briefs, proposed find-
ings or other memorandums be submitied by counsel prior to the issuance
of report. A judgment entry in any case in which a report is required under
the Civil Rules shall not be delivered to the court for approval until 14 days

~ have elapsed from the filmg of the Magistrate’s Report and it shall not be-
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come effective unless signed by the court ag provided for in the Civil Rules.

4. Ertries and judgments shall be prepared by the prevaifing party in
accordance with the local rules of this court and shall be submitted to the
magzstmﬁa for approval and endorsemnt befors baing subnitted io the
coutls.

' RIR.E 41.
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE iiRﬁlTRATION

1, Medical Malpractice Arbitration shail follow the rufes and raguistions
provided by the Legislature and the rules of the Supreme Court. This pro-
cedure shall not bs used a3 a dilatory tactic.

BULE42 -
DESIGNATION OF ARBITRATORS

1. In cases of arbitration, the neufral or third arbitrator shall be ap- '

pmntadbyﬁxeCommeasComupmrsqueﬁmwﬂmg,bymepar
ties, -

RULES43-50 -
- RESERVED - -

RULE 81
REQUESTS OF OTHER COURTS

1. Any court, on s own motion or that of an interested parly, desiring
1his coutt o enforce its order for support shall certify and transmit an order
for support for collection 1o the Lavrrente Coundy Child Suppart Enforce-
ment Agency along with any infonmation which may help in locaﬁng oriden-
fifying the person subject to the order. -

2 Up@nrecmptofmorderofmmthewwremoowﬁy%ﬁd
Support Enforcement Agency shall subrolt Said documerts fo the Clerk of
Courts for docketing. The Lawrencs County Child Support Enforcement
Agency shiall then request & time and place for a héaring fo be set, insure

 that notices be served on the defendant by certified mail indicating the ime
-.and place of the hearing thereof, and take any further action necessary to -

. . obtain junsdiction over the person subject to the order of support or over
their property.

3. Thig Court shall then proceed to enforce the 0rder samea gs if ithad
bean filed in this court originally.
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RULE 51A
- TITLEN-D

1. All original actions, filed in divorce or dissolution, and all molions
filed concerning custody of children shall have filed with the Complaint an
Application for Child Support Services. This Application and one copy of

“the samoe shall be kept by the Clerk of Gourts, with the original gold paper

copy-fofwarded 1o the Child Support Enforcement Agency for Lawrence

‘ County, and the copy ramaimng inthe acurt file.

T RULE 52
COSTS FOR CUSTODY INVESTIGATION

1. Wihen an fmast:ga%son is made involving the custody of minor chil-

. dmnmadcmesﬁcmse,co&shal!beassewdasmﬂdsdmﬁufesef

Civii Procedure.

) RULE B3
STANDARD VISITATION GUIDELINES

Visitation is recognized as an exiremely impaortant time for children to
engage in activities and slrengthen familial bonds with the parent with whom
they do not five, Libaral visitaion arrangements beyond the minimum set
forth herein are stropgly encouraged as children face significant challenges
in coping with their parents’ adult dificulties.

In order to pmmde & spec«fc mﬂmmnsth schedule for those fimes
when parents are unable to agree, the Court herebry adopts the following
standard visitation guidelines. This schedule may be modified upon mo-
tion by either party, upon showing that sgld modification Is in the best inter-
ests of the children.

1. Woeekends: The non-residential parent shall have visitation every
other waekend from 6:00 p.m. Friday unfil 8:00 p.m. Sunday, urdess the
following Monday Is a school day or pra-school day for the children. On
such occasions, visitation shafl end at 6:00 p.m. Sunday.

2 m ﬂwnmmdamwshaﬁhmwmﬁm4oo
p.rit. o 8:08 p.m. on one woekday. inﬂaem&tthepam&ecammagree
such visitation shall mrmWedneeday‘

3. Holidays:

8.} In even numberel years, the residerdiat parent shall havs the
children on:

*
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1. New Year's vacation-frgm 8:00 p.m, December 28

unti 6:00 p.h, the day prior 10 school reconvening.
2. Preskiont’s Day-6:00 p.m. Friday to 8:00 p.m. Mon
day. o

'3, Memoriat Day-8:00 p.m. Friday to 6:00 p.m. Monday,
4. Labor Diay-6:00 p.m, Friday to 8:00 p.m. Monday.

5. Thanksglving-immediately after schoo! the da?s[:hoof |

ends to 200 pan. Thanksgiving day, -
X b } In even numbered years, the ncn-resgdenhal pa:ent shali
- have the children on: =

1. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day-s'{)epm ﬁwdayaehoo!
ends $0.6:00 p.mi. the day prior 1 school reconvening.

2. Easter-8:00 p.m, the day schoo! ends to 6:00 p.m. the
day prior to school reconvening.

3. July 4-8:00 p.m. on July 3 to 6:00 p.m. July 5 except
when July 4 is a Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday,
in which case visitation shall commenoce Friday night

whichever is later,

¢.) in odd numbered years, the above schedules shall be re-
versed.

d.) The non-residential parent shall have Christmas vacation
from 4:00 p.mn. oncmiﬁxmbavm 800 p.m. on Decem-
ber 28 each your

e.) Holiday visitation shall have precedsnce over regular week-

end visitation regardiess of whether a parent will have the .
. children two weekends in 8 row. Should a holiday fall on a
. weekend whereiri the other parent would have a regular
- scheduted visitation, the alternating schedule shalf begin
g again the following waek with the other parent getting
* visitaion (Le., & parent shalf not be scheduled to me
visitation for 3 consecutive weekends), -

and continue to 6:00 p.m. Sunday or 8:00 p.m. July 4,

. 3 Th&ma&ershaﬂhave\ﬂsdaﬁm
fn:m 6*90 p.m medaymdmgm's Dayto 600 pin. .
Mother's Day. The Fether shal have visitation from 6:00.p.m. the
day preceding Fathar’s Day to 6:00 p.m. Father’s Day. These days
shall have precedences nver all birthdays, other. hoﬁdays, vacations,
. and requiardy scheduled vigitation..

5. Bidhdgys:
a.) Parent's-The parents shall have visiiation with the children

from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.n. on that parent’s birthday.
Should that day f=28 on g holiday, the holiday schedula shalf
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prevail, and the day may be made up immedigtely before
ofr after said holiday.

b.} Childreny's-All children shall visit with the non-residentiat
parert during even numbered birthdete ages on each and
every child’s birthday, and with the residential parent on the
day immediately preceding sald bithdays. All children shail
visit with the residential parent during odd numbered
birthdate ages on each and svery child’s birthday, and with
the non-residential parent on the day immediately preced-
ing said birthdays. Should a child’s birthday fallon a
holiday, the holiday schedufe shall prevail, and the day may
be made up immediately before or after said holiday.

6. Other Helidays: Other holidays of significant personal or religious
. Sighificance shall be brought before the OOUS‘t on mation of & parzy fn
the svent of disagreement.

7. Summer Visitation: t)uﬁng the summer weeks, the “Weekend” and
“Weekday” visitation schedules set forth in Ssctions 1 and 2 above
shall ba suspended and rapiaced as foliows: :

a.} The residential parent shall have physios] possws:on of the
children for the remainder of the week that concludes the
schiool year, until 2:00 p.m. Sunday.

b.} The norsresidential parert shall have physical possession of
the children fmm 280 p.m, Sunday until 2:00 p.m. Sunday
o weeks

a}ﬂwmﬂenﬁaiparentshaﬁhmpﬁysica! possession of the
children from 2200 p.m, Sunday untit 2:00 p.m. Sunday two
waeks following.

d.} The non-residential parent shall have physical possession of
the children from 2:00 p.m. Sunday untii 2:00 p.t. Sunday
one wesk following.

6.} The residential parent shall have physical possession of the
children from 200 p.m. Sunday unti 2:00 p.m. Sunday one
waek following.

1) The non-residential parert shall have physical possession of
“the children from 2:00 p. @Smdﬁ}‘ until 2:00 p.m, Sunday

. two weeks following. :

, ‘g}ﬁwmddenﬁa!mntshaﬁhavephysiwpossession ofthe -

. children from 2:00 pan. Sunday umx! 200 p.m. Sunday two
weeks following
h}Attﬂeeomiumnofthe paﬂod ofﬁmesetfofth in paragraph

g, normal weekday and weekend visitation shail resurmne.
Duning the summer visitation, the parent with whom the
chikiren gre not regiding shall have reasonedle telephone

K
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privileges. %

8. Transportation: Uniessa&ermseagreedto by the pasties, visitation
shall occar as follows;

a.} The non-residential parent shall arrangs for a regponsibie
incividual to pick up the minor children from the regiderdtial
parent at the commencement of the visitation period.-

h.)vThe residential parent-shall arrange for a responsible
individual to pick up the minor children from the non-

- residential parent at the conclusion of the visitation period,

RULES 54-59
RESERVED

RULE 80
MULTIPLE REPRESENTATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENDANTS

'! Pursuantto the dzmmmmmmas) 47 O App 34 85,
and a defendant’s right to a conflict-free assietance of counsel as an ele-
ment of their Sixth Amepdment rights in effective’ assistance of counsel,
counsel shall not be allowed 10 engage in multiple mmame of defon-
dants in criminat cases,

RULES 61-62
RESERVED

. RULE 63
) ) CREDIT ?Gﬁ WEEKEND BENTENCE FOR CONTEMPT

- L Apemonenteﬁngthecgumydailonamargeofmntemptofmm
wherein they are 10 serve said sentence on weekend shall receive three
(3) days cradit on thelr sentence if they enter the Couniy Jail on or before
7:00 p.m. on Friday and are released at 6:00 am. on Monday mpming
even though they have not served the ful seventy<4wo {72) hours.

2 if&aepemnde%xaﬁsdabovemrsm%umwanm%mw
betore: 7200 p.m. and is released at 8:00 a.m. on*Monday they shal be

gwanwo{Z)daysMrtcnmeirsemmmnﬁmughﬂwyhavemt ’

sarved the full forty-eight (48) hours.

RULES 84-89
RESERVED

RULE 70
APPEARANCES

Al parfies and counsel shall be presant and ready to proceed atthe time
any appearance is required. Failure to do 80 may result in sanctions being

-~ imposed by the Qourt upon an offending party which may include a fine,

“restitution of all expenses incurad by the ofher parties or their representa-

- . tves, judgment against the offending party ar such other refisf as the Cotrt
) &ems appropriate; -

- RULE 71
chuaNEtE

All panies shalt camﬁy mth all time requiremams sat forth in the State
Rules of Procedure, the Local Rules of Court, the laws of the State and the
Administrative Rules promulgated thereunder. Faliure 10 do so may resuilt
in sanctions being imposed By the Court upon & offending parly which may
include a fine, restitulion of alf expenses incutred by the other parties or

" thelr representatives, judgment against the offending party or such other -

Herns as the Court desms appmpﬂata.

Riid

Standard 1
Standurd 2
Stondard 3

Standard 5
Standard 6
Siandard 7
Standard 8
Standard 9

Standard 10

Standard 11
Standard 12

RULES 72-79
RESERVED

. RULESD
JURY STANDARDS

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Eligibitity for Jury Service
Term of and Availability for Jury Service
Exemption, Excuse, and Deferral
Voir Dire
Removal from the Jury Panel for Cause

.Peremptory Shallenges

Admindstration of the Jury System .
Noiification and Summening: Procedurss
Monitoring ﬂ'se Jury system .

Standard 12 Juror Use

Standard 14
Standard 15
Standard 16
Standard 17

Jury Faesirﬁ.es

Jury Compensation

Jury Orientation and nstruction .
Jur;: Size and Unanimity of Verdict
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Standard 18 Jury Delibarations,
Standard 18 Sequestration of Jurors

STANDARD 3

"A.

B.

OPPORTURITY FOR SERVICE

The opportunity for juryesrvice should not bé denied or ﬁm:ted :

on the basis of race, national ofigin, gender, age, refigious ba-

lief, income, oeoupation, disability, or any other factor that dis--

criminates against a cognizable group in thé jurisdiction.
Jury service is an obligafion of all qualified citizens.

SIANDARD 2

A

8.

C.

A

JURY SOURCE LI8T

The name of potential jurorg shall be drawn from a jury source
list compiled from one or mare regularly maintained lists of per-
sons residing in the court jurisdiotion. -

The jury source list shall be represantative and should be &
inclusive of the adult population in the jurisdiction as is feasible.

The court shall periodically review the jury source list for ifs rep-
resentative and Inclusiveness-of the adult population in the ju-
risdiction as is feasible.

Should the count determine that immment is naeded in the
rspresemativeness or inclusivensss of the Jury sourse list, ap-
propriate comactive actians sheall be taken.

RANDOM SELECTION PROCEDURES

Random ssiection procedures shall be used throughout the ju-

rar selection process. Any method maybeumdbythe.fwy
Commission, manua] or automsted, that provides each eligble

andavaita&epmnnthmequamm:yoiseimn These -

mathods shall be documentad,
Random selection procedures shall be ampbyed in:

- 1. Selecting persons to be summonad for juty sefvice;

2. Assigning prospective jurcrs to panels; and
8. Caliing prospective jurors for voir dire.

Departures from the principle of random selection are appropri-
e

1. Toexslude persons ineligible for sarvice in accordancs with
Stendard 4

2. To excuse or defer praospective jurors in accordance with
Standard 6;

3.  Toremove prospective ;umrs for. cause or if challenged pe-
© remptorily in accordance with Standamssands‘aw

4 To provide all prospeciive jurors with an opporiuni!y io be '
. 'ca!ledﬁm'jurysemmwiﬁtobeassxgmdmapawm ac-
cordance with Standard 13.

. .~ ELIGIBILITY FOR JURY SERVICE
Ali persons sheat be eligible for jury setvice except those who:
A. Are less than eightean years of ags;
B. Are not citizens of the Uniied States;

C. Are not residents of the jurfediction In which they have been
summonsd o serve;

D. hrenotabletccommaﬁcatemﬂwsngﬁsh language: or

Have begn convicted of a felony and have not had their civil
ghts restored.

F. Is & cloistered member of & refigious order.

-

m

TERM OF AND AVAILABILITY FOR JURY SERVICE

GRAND JURY

Grand Jurors shall be called to sarve for & fhras month period beginning
with the flest day of January, April, July and Oclober of each catendar year.,
it is the intent of thess wies that, barnring & major event, Grand Jurors shall
aﬁaﬁ%mﬂvmmwscfme Grand Juty during the three month

mmmgﬁomme»ha!ﬁomdaysin length,

PETIT JURORS

A) PeﬁtJmmshaﬁbecaﬁedtameforastxmomhpewdb&
ginning January 1st and July st of each year.

(B} Enough jurors shall be called 50 that, barring any urusuaf eir-
. cumstances, Pefit Jurors shall be required o serve no more
than twice during the six month period,

EY
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EXEMPTION, EXCUSE, AND DEFERRAL

A. There shall be no automatic excuses or exemptions, with the

B.

b.

exception of Statutory exemptions.

Efigible persons who aie ' summoned may be exoused fromjury |

service i

1. Their ability fo receive and evaluate information is $o im-

. paired that they are.unable to parform their duties as jurors
and they are excused for this reason by a judge; or o

2. Theyrequestto be excused because their service wouldbe

& continuing hardship to them o fo members of the public
and they are excused by a judge or a specifically autho-
rized cownt official,

Deferrals for jury sefvice for reasonably short perioda of time

may be permifted by a judge or a specifically authorized court -
official.

Requests for excused and deferrals and their disposition should
be written or otherwiss made of record.

-»
-«

STANDARD 7

VOIR DIRE

A. Voir dire examination shall be limited to matters relevant o de-

terminiryg whether {0 remove a juror for cause and to determine
the juror’s fairmess-and impartiafity,

To reduce the time required for voir dire, basacbadcgmund in-
formation regarding panel members should be made avafiable
tomnselmm&agfweaehpaﬁypﬁsrtcmedaym which jury
selection is to begin. .

‘The tnial judge should conduct a prefiminary vc!rdire examing-
tion. Counsel shall then be permitted to question panst mem-
bers for a reasonable period of time.

The;udge shaﬁensumﬂxatmepnvaeyoipmmwmmis
reasonebly protected, and ﬁﬁequestsomng Is consistent wﬁh the

purposa of the voir dire process.

: mmmma}msas,thevouc&»wshaabemmmﬁwm

In civil cases, the voir dire process shall be held on the record
unless waived by the pariies.
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STANDARD 8

REMOVAL FOR CAUSE

if judge determines during the voir dire process that any individual is
unable or unwilling to hear the particular case atissue fairly and impartially,
that individual shall be removed from the panel, Such a determination may

be made on motion of counset or by the judge.

* PREEMPTORY CHALLENGES

A, Praemplory challenges should be iimlied to a rumber no larger

. than necessary o provide regsunsble essurance of obtalning

-anynbiased jury.

3 In all cases the number of preemplory chalienges shall be that

: assetbysm%e

ADMINISTRATION OF THE JURY S8YSTEM

A. The responsibifity for adivinistration of the juty system shali be

vested exclusively in he judicial branch of government.

B. All provedures concerning jury selection and service shall be

goveriell.by The Ohio Rules of Court.

C. Responsibility for administering the jury system shall be vested

in the administrative judge of the court.

NOTIFICATION AND SUMMONING PROCEDURES

k. The notice summoning a pamoctojurysanre arid the question-

C:

naire oficlting essential infomatron regarding that person shall
be:

. 1. Phrased so as {o be readily undersiood by an individual

unfamiliar with the fegal and jury systems; and

L]

2. Delivered by onfinary mall,
B

A summons shall ctear!ya:qﬂam how and when the recipient
must respond. - )
The questionnaite shall be-phrased and organized so as fo fa-

cilltate quick and accurate screening and shall request only that
information essental for:

1. gymﬂmgmammn mests the criteria for eligibl-
a £ Y
=




; EXS RS - .Aal

2. Providing basic background Information ordinarily sought
‘ during voir dire examination; and
3. Efficlertly managing the jury sysiom.

D. Policies and procedures regarding failure to tespond ta a sum-
* mons for jury service-shall be handlsd as in the case of any

{ailure for a person m;fsii to chey a summons lssued by this

court.

x . -

STANDARD 12 _ ‘
MONITORING THE JURY SYSTEM

The court shall review information garnered by it regarding the perfor-
mance of the jury system on a regular basis and evaluate:

4. The representativeness and inclusiveness of the jury source list;

8. Tha eifectivensss of qualification and summoning procedures; -

C. The responsivaness of individual cztizens to jury duty sum-
monses;

D. The efficient usa of jum; and
E. The cost-effactiveness of the jury management systom.

- STANDABD 13

JUROR USE
. A. Gmmshaﬁemp&qymemﬁimmwmsoasm
’ achieve optimum use with & minimum of inconvenience to ju-
rors.

T B The courls shas determine tm minimally sufficient’ ‘humber of
jurors needed o accormmodate trial activity. This information and
appropriats managsment tachniques shall beseéid to adjust both
in the number of individuals sumimoned for Jury duty and in the
number assigned to jury panels. -

C. Courts shalt coordinate jury managémem and calendas man-

agememmmakeerfecﬂveuseufgxmrs.

STANDARD 14
JURY FACILITIES '
A. Couns ghall provide an adequate and sv.nitab!e enwronmant for
jurors.

B. The entrance and registration area for prospsctive jurcrs shall
be clearly identified as the Clerk of Court's office on the first
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fioor of the Court Houge Annex. Said area shall accommodate
the flow of prospective jurors through the court house.

C. - After being registered, prospective jurors shall proceed Yo the
general waiting ared prior 1o being called. Said area shali be
- fumished wﬁh restroom facilities and water accommodat&ons

D. Jury deﬁberaﬁon rooms shall include space, iurnishings, and
- aciities conducive o reaching a falr verdict. The safety and
. sscurity of the daliberation rooms shall be ensured.

E. To the exitent feasible, juror facilities shall be a:ranged o mini-
mize contact between jurors, parties, counsel, and the public.

STANDARD 157
. JUROR COMPENSATION )
A. Persons called for jury service should receive a reasonable fee
for their service and expanses. Bystat&ne,mesefsesamsstby
ths commissioners of each ammty -

B. - Such fees shall ba paid ;srmxpﬂy‘

C. Employers shall be prohibited from discharging, laying-off, de- .
nying advancement opporiunities 1o, or otherwise penafizing
empioyegs who miss work becauss of Jury service.

JUROR ORIENTATION AND INSTRUCTION

A. Juror orientation pamphiets shalf be available 1o prospettive ju-
rors either with the receipt of thelr guestionnaire and/or when
they are registered by the clerk of this court. Said pamphiet shall
be of such a natwre 1o inform-the prospective jurors of the judi-
cial system and the procedure o be used.

B. Since this court does not use a jury panel, ttseim!judgeshas
give prefiminary instructions to all prospective jurors igon en-
tering the oot room for voir dire. After impanelment of the jury,
e court shall instruct the salected jury upon its particular du-
ties and caution them conm%ng the resiraints upon their ac-
tivities,

C. _Jury instructions, cluding the procedure 10 be used bythaiu—
rors during their deliberation, shall be made availabie to the jus
rors prior to delibsrafion and during deliberations upon request.

D. Before dismigsing a jury at the conclusion of the case, the court

shall reemphasize the juror's release from their duty of confi-
- dendiality; explain their rights regarding inquiries from other per

&




sans, and express its appreciation to the Jurors for their servics.
No comment shall be matle expressing the courl’s approval or
disapproval of the resull of their deliberations.

E. All communications between a judge and members of a jisy
pme&Mefmsrbemmﬂmgandoronmm\dinopenwm
ursess counssl for alf give permission 10 the judge o

. having been approved by both parties prior to doing any of the
precading, Counsel for each parly shell be informed of such
communication and given an opportuniy o be heard.

JURY SIZE AND UNANIMITY OF VERDICT

Jury size and unanimity in civil and criminal cases shall conform with
existing Ohw law. -~

STANDARD 18
JURY DELIBERATIONS .
A Jury deliberations shall take place under conditions and pursuani o

procedures that are dasigned 1o ensure ;myamamy and to enhance
ratlonat decision-making.

B. The judge shall instruct the jury concerning appropriate procedures
tobefaﬂomdduringdeﬁberaﬁonamammmwmsmwc

- C. The de!ibafatm room ghafl oorﬁmm m the recommendation set farth
-+ inStandard 14D.

. The jury shafl notbe sequem except urxler the amumgtances
and pracedures set forth in Standard 19. —

E. A juryshall not be required to deliberate aftera reasonable hour
unless the trial judge determines thut evening or weskend delibera-
fiors would not impoese an undue hardship upon the jurors and are
required in the interast of justice.

E mwmgﬂmilbemwedmmﬁne!memﬁammst;ﬂm
_during detiberations.

STANDARD 198
‘ SEQUESTRATION OF JURORS
A. Ajuryshall be sequesterad only for good cause, including, but not
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. ar:sweraiu:yques&on;nttse;uryde&waﬂonmom,heanm'

limited to, insulaﬁng ite members from improper information or
influsnces.

. During de!iberatkmé in the guilty phese and penally phase, the jury

shall be sequasterad in a capital case.

. C. The trial judge shail have the discrstion fo sequester a jury on the

motion of counsel or on the judge’s infliative and shall have the -
responsibiityto averses the conditions of sequestration.

. Training shall be provided fo parsonneiwmesoonand assistjurors

during sequastr&tion

< ‘ . FORMS - -
A. COURT SCHEDULING ORDER

" The following is the Order of this Court:

TRIAL .

PROPOSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS

FINAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE

PRE-TRIAL STATEMENT

PRE-TRIAL -

EXCHANGE OF TRIAL MATERIALS -

WITNESS LIST

DISCOVERY DEMANDS

TRIALDEPOSITION  Plaintfi-
 Defendant

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY JUDGEMENT

DEFENDANT'S DISCLOSURE OF EXPERTS

PLAINTIEF'S DISCLOSURE OF EXPERTS ©

TRIAL DATE: Trial of the mattor upon the merfts has been sched-
uled as setforthabove, - .

PROPGSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS: Proposed jury instructions -

sha!tbeﬂednnorbafowmedatesetmmcontempmane-
ous copy to opposing counssl,

FINAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE: AFinal Seftlement Confer-
ence {FBC) shalf be attended iIn parson by akf parties and their
k.3

R




lead tal counsel. Thw person or persons, be they several of
the parties, or a commitiee, who have full authorfty to negotiate
lowards the settiement of this matter shall be present at a Final
Sattlernent Conference (FSC) unless they have been previously
exemplad from appearance, in wriing, by the court upon appli-
cation. The person or. persons so exermnpied from physical ap-
pearance at Final Settlement Conference shall be available by
phone for indepth discussions or be aveliable by such other
means as the court dxrects

F&iwaofaparsonorperson tobsavaﬁabtspumtom.

order shall result in'sanctions being imposed by the court upon
the offending party which may indlude a fine, restitution of all
expenses incurmed by other parties and the representatives, judg-
ment against the offending party orsudx other item as the court
desms appmpriata

EXCHANGE OF THE 'mua. MATERIAL: Parties shall assemble
sets of afl depositions, documents, photographs, and other flems
1o be used at trial. Each set shalf be placed in a binder or cover.
Separate sets of material shall be delivederd to opposing parties
before the date sat forth shova.

ftoms are afready in the possession ofnpposmpamas(e-
“depogitions, medical bills, efc.) may be’ Muded by veference
only.

Joint exhibits shall be marked with Boman Numerals: plaintiffs
exhibits shall be marked with Arabic numbers; defendant's ex-
hibits shall be marked with lofters; thu‘d parly exhibits identified
as such,

Oblections 1o the admissions of exhibiis or the use &oﬁwrtrxa!
materials must be made in writing and filed within one (1) week
with ampyoimmporanmus!ydmedwmemm cham-
bet.

Objections shall state briefly the gmunds for the ab}ectmsand
a brief citation of authorily.

‘Failure to includo & documant, pmmgraph owﬁentems inthe
material roquired by the order will prevent its uss in evidence or
ag.a trial material. Reliaf from this provision may be obtained
only upon mation for good cause shown.

TRIAL DEPOSITIONS: Trial depositions shall be held by the ime
set forth above. These cut-off dates may be modified by the

court upon a showing of good cause. Good cause does not
inchude failure o scheduls depasiions soon enough.

0

PRE-TRIAL STATEMENT, LOCAL RULES

WITNESS LIST: Parties shall sxchange wilness lists by the time se
forth together with a brief summaeary of each witnesses’ expectad
testimony.

DISCOVERY: All discovery requests shall be completed by the date

set forth above. “Completed” means thét alf discovery, objec-
- fions, motions 1 compel and other motions and replies refating
fo discovery In this action must be filed andior noticed in time for
the pariy rejecting or respording to have opporiunity under Rules
of Givil Procedurs 10 miake response.

SUMMARY JUDGEMENT: Any Motion(s) for Summary Judgrment
shall.be fired by the date set forth above and set for hearing
- $hrdligh the Judge’s secretary as soon as practicabls.

" DISCLOSURE OF EXPERTS: In the event that expert withesses

are 10 be used, the experl(s) name, address, and qualifications’
togsther with a brief summary of the expected testimony shall
be served upon opposing parties by the dates set forth above.

. dudge
%
Praof of Service
A copy of the foregoing was maifed via regular U.S, Mail o the fol-
lowing on this day of 2.
Judge

B. PRE-TBIAL STATEMENT
Case No..
Case Styls:
Pre-Trial Date:
Trigt Date:

LI
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Pertinent Facts: -
- Questions of Fact: “
Questions of mw
Legal Authority: i
- AsaetsandszPio;sarwmvomdincasa:
T } i Withesses and Addfes;aa:
32

I i e o e b b 55

. 1z a Court view necessary?
Estimated length of trial?

—_____ Have you aftempted to negotizte a setliement?
. ls further negatiation necessary?

g all discovery completed?

. Are you prepared for wial?

Attomei? for:

Date

‘,‘11‘



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
GENERAL DIVISION
LAWRENCE COUNTY, CHIO

IN THE MATTER OF:

STATE AND LOCAL COURT COSTS
IN DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASES

In oomplimce with the State of Ohio’s requirement that an additioﬁal Twenty-five Dollars
($25,00), per domestic relations C&Sﬁs; be paid to the State for appointeci Counsel, this Court will
increase the filing fee for doméstic relations cases by the aforementioned $25.00.

. Additionally, the Court 'will increase domestic relations ﬁliﬁg fees by Fifty Dollars
($SQ.OO) in order to cover the additional costs of SM Parenting Agreements, Qualified
Démésﬁc Relations Orders, and the more lengthy Separation Agfeemeats in domestic cases.

‘Accordingly, as of March 1, 2015, th¢ filing fee for domestic relations cases will be

increased from Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) to Two Hundred Seveﬁty—ﬁve Dollars ($275.00)

CHARLES COOPER
PRESIDING JUDGE

per case.

: D. SCOTT BOWL@@’ JUDGE




RULES OF PRACTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

S.Ct.Prac.R. 3.03. Computation and Extension of Time.

A)

(B)

Computation of time

(1)  Incomputing any period of time prescribed or allowed by these rules or by an order
of the Supreme Court, the day of the act from which the designated period of time begins
to run shall not be included, and the last day of the period shall be included. If the last day
of the period is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the period runs until 5:00:00 p.m.
local observed time in Columbus, Ohio on the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or
legal holiday.

2) Notwithstanding Civ.R. 6(A), when the period of time prescribed or allowed is less
than seven days, as in expedited election cases under S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.08, mtermedlate
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays shall be included in the computation.

3) When the Clerk’s Office of the Supreme Court is closed to the public for the entire
day that constitutes the last day for doing an act, or is closed before the usual closing time
on that day, then that act may be performed on the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday,
or legal holiday.

Extension of time
@ General prohibition against extensions of time

Except as provided in division (B)(2) of this rule, the Supreme Court will not extend
the time for filing a document as prescribed by these rules or by court order, and
the Clerk of the Supreme Court shall refuse to file requests for extension of time.

(2)  Extension of time to file certain documents

(a) @) Except in expedited election cases under S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.08, parties
may stipulate to extensions of time to file merit briefs, including reply
briefs, under S.Ct.Prac.R. 16.02 through 16.05; merit briefs, including reply
briefs, under S.Ct.Prac.R. 11.05; or the response to a complaint under
S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.04. A stipulated extension of time shall be effective only if
it is filed with the Clerk within the time prescribed by these rules for filing
the brief or other document that is the subject of the stipulation. The
stipulation shall state the new date for filing agreed to by the parties.

(i)  Each party may obtain in a case only one stipulated extension of
time not to exceed twenty days, provided the party has not previously
obtained an extension of time from the Supreme Court under division
B(2)(b) of this rule. The Clerk shall refuse to file a stipulation to an
extension of time that is not tendered timely in accordance with this rule, or



if a request for extension of time has already been granted to the party filing
the stipulation under division (B)(2)(b) of this rule.

(b) @ In an expedited election case or any other case where a stipulation
to an extension of time cannot be obtained, a party may file a request for
extension of time to file a merit brief, including a reply brief, the response
to a complaint. The Supreme Court will grant a party only one extension of
time, not to exceed ten days, provided the request for extension of time
states good cause for an extension and is filed with the Clerk within the time
prescribed by the rules for filing the brief or other document that is the
subject of the request.

(ii)  The Clerk shall refuse to file a request for extension of time that is
not tendered timely in accordance with this rule or if a stipulation to an
agreed extension of time has already been filed under division (B)(2)(a) of
this rule by the party filing the request.

A3) Effect of extension of time upon other parties on the same side

When one party receives an extension of time under division (B)(2) of this rule, the
extension shall apply to all other parties on that side, and no other party on that side
may file to obtain another extension of time. The Clerk shall refuse to file a request

or stipulation for extension of time by a party when another party on the same side

has already obtained an extension of time.

Effective Date: June 1, 1994
Amended: April 1, 1996; April 28, 1997; July 1, 2004; October 1, 2005; January 1, 2008; January 1, 2010;

January 1, 2013; March 1, 2019; March 1, 2020




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
GENERAL DIVISION
LAWRENCE COUNTY, OHIO

IN THE MATTER OF: LOCAL RULE 37
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF

SUPERINTENDENCE 16 THROUGH
16.25

Amendments to the Rules of Superintendence for the Court of Ohio, Sup.R. 16 through
16.25, were adopted by the Supreme Court effective January 1, 2020. The amendments require
courts that use mediation to adopt a local rule or, if a rule already exists, revise the existing local

rule to comply with the amendments.

In accordance therewith, Rule 37 of the Rules of Practice for the Lawrence County Court

of Common Pleas General Division shall be amended as follows:
Rule 37 MEDIATION

1. Uniform Mediation Act and Definitions: The R.C. 2710 “Uniform Mediation Act”
(UMA), including all definitions found in R.C. 2710.01, are incorporated by reference
and adopted by this court through this local rule.

2. Cases Eligible for Mediation:

(a) General. The court has discretion to encourage parties to use mediation in any civil
action filed in this court. A case may be submitted to mediation as provided in this rule.
The court may issue an order on its own motion, upon the motion of counsel, upon the
request of a party, or upon referral by the mediator.

(b) Exceptions. Mediation is prohibited in the following:
(1) As an alternative to the prosecution or adjudication of domestic violence;
(ii) In determining whether to grant, modify, or terminate a protection order;
(iii) In determining the terms and conditions of a protection order;

(iv) In determining the penalty for violation of a protection order.



(c) Nothing in this division shall prohibit the use of mediation in a subsequent divorce or
custody case, even though that case may result in the termination of the provisions of a
protection order.

. Confidentiality:

(a) Except as provided in sections 121.22 and 149.43 of the Revised Code, mediation
communications are confidential to the extent agreed by the parties or provided by other
sections of the Revised Code or rules adopted under any section of the Revised Code.
Parties desiring confidentiality of mediation communications shall advise the mediator as
soon as practical and all mediation participants shall execute any confidentiality agreement
prior to the start of mediation.

(b) By participating in mediation, a nonparty participant, as defined by R.C. 2710.01(D),
submits to the Court’s jurisdiction to the extent necessary for enforcement of this rule. Any
nonparty participant shall have the rights and duties under this rule as are attributed to
parties, except that no evidence privilege shall be expanded.

. The parties to a case, their counsel and persons who have authority to resolve the case shall
appear at the mediation.

. Failure to appear at a scheduled mediation may subject the offending person or company
to sanctions as the court deems appropriate.

Pursuant to Rule of Superintendence 5(A)(2), Adoption of Local Rules, courts shall

provide appropriate notice and an opportunity to comment on a proposed rule before it is adopted.

Accordingly, the court hereby provides notice that the amendment to Local Rule 37 shall go into

effect on February 1, 2020, and the time to offer comments upon the proposed rule shall close at

4:00 p.m. on January 24, 2020.

Andrew P. Ballard
Judge

Christen N. Finley
Judge



Rule 37 MEDIATION

L.

Uniform Mediation Act and Definitions: The R.C. 2710 “Uniform Mediation Act”
(UMA), including all definitions found in R.C. 2710.01, are incorporated by reference
and adopted by this court through this local rule.

Cases Eligible for Mediation:

(a) General. The court has discretion to encourage parties to use mediation in any civil
action filed in this court. A case may be submitted to mediation as provided in this rule.
The court may issue an order on its own motion, upon the motion of counsel, upon the
request of a party, or upon referral by the mediator.

(b) Exceptions. Mediation is prohibited in the following:
(i) As an alternative to the prosecution or adjudication of domestic violence;
(ii) In determining whether to grant, modify, or terminate a protection order;
(iii) In determining the terms and conditions of a protection order;
(iv) In determining the penalty for violation of a protection order.

(c) Nothing in this division shall prohibit the use of mediation in a subsequent divorce or
custody case, even though that case may result in the termination of the provisions of a
protection order.

Confidentiality:

(a) Except as provided in sections 121.22 and 149.43 of the Revised Code, mediation
communications are confidential to the extent agreed by the parties or provided by other
sections of the Revised Code or rules adopted under any section of the Revised Code.
Parties desiring confidentiality of mediation communications shall advise the mediator as
soon as practical and all mediation participants shall execute any confidentiality agreement
prior to the start of mediation.

(b) By participating in mediation, a nonparty participant, as defined by R.C. 2710.01(D),
submits to the Court’s jurisdiction to the extent necessary for enforcement of this rule. Any
nonparty participant shall have the rights and duties under this rule as are attributed to
parties, except that no evidence privilege shall be expanded.

The parties to a case, their counsel and persons who have authority to resolve the case shall
appear at the mediation.




5. Failure to appear at a scheduled mediation may subject the offending person or company
to sanctions as the court deems appropriate.

6. Mediator Training and Education: A mediator shall meet the qualifications of, and comply
with, all training requirements of Sup.R. 16.23 and adopted pursuant to Sup.R. 16.22
governing mediators and mediation.

7. Mediator Selection and Assignment: The following methods may be used to determine the
mediator for the case:

(a) The court may assign a court mediator to mediate;

(b) The court may randomly assign a mediator to the case from the court’s roster of
approved mediators;

(c) Specific appointments may be made by the court taking into consideration the
qualifications, skills, expertise and caseload of the mediator, in addition to the type,
complexity and requirements of the case;

(d) Parties may select a mediator from the court’s roster, if any;

(e) Parties may request leave to select a mediator without guidance from the court. The
court shall not be responsible for the quality of a mediator selected by the parties
without guidance from the court and who does not meet the qualifications, education
and training requirements set forth in section 6 above.

8. Stay of Proceedings: All remaining court orders shall continue in effect. No order is stayed
or suspended during the mediation process except by written court order. Mediation shall
not stay discovery, which may continue through the mediation process in accordance with
the applicable rules and scheduling order, unless agreed upon by the parties and approved
by the court.

9 Feesand Costs: The Court may impose upon costs and fees upon the parties for mediation.
If there is a fee for mediation, unless otherwise agreed by the parties, the mediation fees
shall be shared equally. Mediation shall not be ordered where a party is indigent unless
mediation is available at no cost to the indigent party.




