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RULE1 
SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY OF RULES; PURPOSE 

These rules sha8 apply to the Court of Common Pleas of Lawrence 
County. Ohio, General Division. Th& purpose of these rules is to define 
local practice procedures of tis court. consistent With the Ru~ of Super­

·intendency,iheffules of CMf and Criminal Procedures and such other ruJes 
as may be adopted or promulgated by the SupJeme Court.of Ohio pursu­
ant to Sectton 5 of Artlcle IV of the Ohio Constitution. Thay should b& cited 

· as "'LR.,. and the rule number. 

... 
RULE2 

Tl!RM OF COURT 

There shall be one term <'A court (the January term) and the COW1 shall 
be in commuousoperation forth& transaction of judiefat busir18$$. (2301:~ 
RC}. The lelm shaB be divided into two parts designated as Part I and Part 
ti. each commencing on the first day Of January, and July. 

J• 

RULES 
_ FILES 

1.. The Cferk: shaU carefully preserve in ihe Clerk"s office all papers 
delivered for that pl;Jl'POSe in every action or proceeding and have them 
available during court hours or otherwise as necessary. 

2. Upon request ·the cleric shall furnish copies upon payment of the 
usuaJ fee Sherefore. 

3. No fifes shall be removed from ~ clerk's office except as autho­
rized tiy the court. 

RULE4 
COSTS 

1. AU opmplaints, appeals. motions or other plea.dings shalt b& accom­
panied bytha appropriate deposit as ~tyfor court costs in the amount 
which is set by th& court. The sehedl.de of the amounts needed to be de­
posited shaUb& fi~ byf!teeourt ~nd.!he Clerk of this court Shall ~eep and 
make available said list. . 

2A. said deposit shall not be required in proceedi~s when the com­
plaint is aooQmpanied by an affidavit of indigeney. lf indigent, the deposit 
costs are met if the party files a poverty affidavit which states thatthe party 
Is without fUnds or ass&1S to pay the t\epOmt. The filing of a poverty affida:· 
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vii does not refieve a party from liability tor JX)Urt costs. 

28. No ffnaf entry in a domestic r8'ations proceeding shalf be received 
for filing by the Clerk of Courts until the cost of tne pn>ceedlng has been 
paid in fuJl.·Persons claiming Indigent status as a bar to pre,,payment of 
costs shaH·be required to prove ~ status to the satisfaction of~-court 
before the decree.wiH be iemived,for fifing,· 

• .· i.., •. 

2C. No complaint shall be reoewed for filing If costs are due on a prior 
.ease against the initiating party without proving to 1he court that the party 
has been continually without funds to pay said costs since they were as:­
sessed. 

3A. When service of process Is to be affected by publication. a deposit 
to seoure costs of publication shall be required by the clerk. The notic::e to 
be published shall be prepareq..by th& party requesting sueh publication 
and the clerk shaU make notation of th& compliance with this rule thereon. 
Publlcation deposit is required in afl proceedings whether or not they are 
accompanied by an affidavft of indigency. 

SB. Posting by the Clerk of courts pureuant f.O the civli rules. ShaJJ be in 
the Lawrence County Muniofpal Court, the vtllage,..of South POint Village 
Han, the Lawreooe County Courthouse, and su&(Olher .locations as the 
court may designate. Clerk of Courts. or his designated agent, shall be 

· paid up to $25.00 for travel necessary to said posts. 

• 4. No settlement ~ntwhich does not include a pn:,vlslonforthe 
• assessment of costs shall be received for ffllng by the clerk.. · · . 
. 
· 4A: Toe appraisal fee shall be $75.00 ·per person for the appnusal of 
mm property lnvolVlng foreclosure, and partition, and/or any other real prop­
erty matters overseen by the Lawrence County Sheriff's Offi~e. 

s~ ~~~ ~ 
'-lfl(:al RULE 5 

SURETIES 

1. No officer of this court. employee, spouseordependent1hereof shall 
be a surety iR any action or manner before this court. No attorney or an 
employee of the .ettomey in the attomey's law practtoo or the ~-~ 
dependent thereof shall be a auretyfn any action or matter before.this court 
unless speoificaly aulhorized byfheoourt. 
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RULE6 
PROCESS SERVERS 

1. ONE-TIME APPOINTMENT 

{A) If a party desires personal service to ~·made by a special pro-
. cess. sa,ver, pursuant -to CMf Rule 4.1, that party or counsel · 

must file with the Clerk an Entry appointing a special process 
server. The following must be stated in the Entry of Appoint­
ment: 

(1) The name of the person to be appointed as process server; 

(2) . .J'hat the person to be appointed as process server is 18 
... years of age or older; and 

(3) That the person to be appointed as process server is not a 
party In the_aQUon nor counsel~ a parfy to the action. . 

2. STANDING APPOINTMENT 
.. 

(A) A person may be designated as a '"Standing Special Process 
~fOrcases filerl in this Court by ffling a combined Affidavit 
and Omer. The affidavit shall set forlh ffte following information: 

(1) Thepame, address and telephone number of ~he person to 
be appointed as a standing process server: 

(2) That -the person is 18 years of age or older; 

(3) That the person agrees not to attempt service bf proo(;!ss in 
any case 1he server is a party or counsel for a party. · 

(4) That the person agrees to folow the requirements of Civil 
Rules 4 fflrOUgh 4.6 and any appllcable Local Rules and 
specific lnslJ'uctfons for service of process as Ordered by 
the Court in Individual cues. 

(B) A standing appointment shall be for no more than a two-year 
period ending on December 31. Upon expiration of an appoint­
'lnent. a person must reapply. ,.. 

(.C) The Oroershal be captioned "'In Re!Th&AppointmentOf ~ 
· ofperson@W.fdrtg~t)AsStandlng Special Process 
Server", and stm& the following: 

. . 
'7t appeJJtf/lg ID ·11te Comt-lltaf lhe ftJlhwing pemon has com­
plied with 1/Je p,ovislona of Local Rule_, {name ofpers:tJ(I 
(ifl(Jllf!8fift1 {tmpintmenQ is lterehy ~nated as a Standing 
Special Plf'JC(JSS 8eMt; avthorfzedlD make S8IMbi, of process 
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In all cases filed in lhls Court~ ta stWe until Decetn/Jel"3~ 
__. arfutfhsra-del'otll1/$Cowt Wh/chf1vercomeslim. ~ 

{D) The Clerk shelf record such appointment on the Court's Gen­
~ Docket. and ~I retain th& original Affidavit and Order. In 
any case ~.1he Clerkshall ~ a~me-stampedcopy 
of such an Affidavit aru.1 .. brder as sa~sfy.ihg th& requirements ot 
CM1 Rule4.i (2)for~ by the Court of ape(SOr1to make 
service of process. J .. .., 

"" 
RULES7-9 
RESERVED 

RULE10 
DOCKET 

1. Theeourt shaft prepare and update its docket from time to time as it 
deems necessary. 

_ ~ RULE11 .. 
ASSIGNMl!NT OF-CASf!S 

.. "'; 
1. The worl< of the C04rt and the different ~ of oases shall be di~ 

- Vided between the judges as equa'1Y as possible. A case once assigned to 
· a judge shaft remain with that judge and that Judge shalt ti& primarily re­

spoosible for the determination of $\18,Y issue and proceeding in the case 
• until its termfriation. unless by agreement of Ute judges and for good cause, 
· assignment is made to another judge. .. 

~- '. ~ GRANO JURIES: Any judge may (general or probate jll6f) impanel 
· •and charge the Grand Jury, replace any vacancy that occurs.during that 

term. or receive the jury's report. 

3. An>/ judge may sign temporary ~raining orders In dlvoroe cases 
when presen1ed at the time of fling the case and befora assignment. 

· 4. Nothing contained in this rule shmt be constrUed as fimitlng the au­
thority of any judg& to act Independently In performing their fUnotlons as a 
Judge, orto limit their autholfty to sign any tempoouy Older, or to perform 
any funcliori of the Common Pleas Court whe(l the judge to whom such 
·matters Vtl0Ukl ordinan1y'be assigned is·n.ot avar1abl& and the matter is of 
such nature as to retaro the admfnlstratlon of just.foe ff it cannot be dis­
posed of untif that judge to whom it should be assigned is avaiia.ble. 
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RULE 12 
PLEADtNGS AND MOTIONS 

1. Every pleading, motion and memorandum filed shall be typed and 
have typed or printed th&reon th& namey address, Ohio registration num­

. ber and phone number of the counsel fling the same. When QOOnsel is a 
firm of attorneys. trial counsel flaving:primary responsibiJny·fodhe case 
shall be indicated thereon. 

2. AU complaints, thirti party pleadings, post-judgment motions and ff.. 
naJ jUdgment entries in DomestJc Cases shalt contain the names of the 
parties, correct current mailing and resident addresses, and the correct 
designation of the parties. The clerk shaft refuse for filing any matterwhrch 
does not comply with this rule. · 

3. AH matters prepared for and filed in any case shall be printed un­
less waived by the court. The'clett: shall t&fUse for fflt\g any matter which 
does not comply whh this rule. 

4. · When a ~ party plaintiff or a defendant is added to a case aft.er 
the commenoemant thereof. the .caption of 1he first pleading in Which or 
after which such new party Is added shall contain the name of the new 
~ together With their or .its address. 

"'· 
5. Counsel shall ffle with fhe Court phone number written not.Ice of any 

change in oounsel's address . 

6. each pleading, motion or memorandum shall b& designated in ttie 
·space for case number with the appropriate designation as fotfows: 

lYP6 
Personal Injury 
Professional Tort 
Product Uability 
Other Torts 

. 
Workers' Compensation 

Foreclosure . 
Adminlstrati\fe Appeals 
Complex Litigation$ 
Appropriations 
OlherOMI 
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Year Pl ___ _ 

Year we ___ _ 

Year 00. ----
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Divorce 
Annulment 
Legal Separation 
Domesflc Viotence 
URESA 
Dissolution 

. Year OR ___ _ 

... 
CrimlnaI Year CR ___ _ .. 

. « 
· 7. All parties wlll msure that praecipe and notice of heanngs Include 
the required statutory and appropriate langu~e required. 

RULES 13•19 
RESERVED. 

·l=tUU:20 
CASE MANAGEMENT-TRACKING 

1. All cases filed in 1his court shall be assigned to one of five (5) 1rack~ 
lnQ processes adopted DY 1he court according to the type of litigation in­
volved. The purpose of the adopflonof the tracking procedures is to enable 
the progress of cases to be monitored and to enqmrage their timely reso­
lution. cases may be reassigned from one tracking procedure to another in 

_ 1he event that the type of litigation changes. 

2. The five (5) tracking procedures adopted by the court are (A) Do­
. mestic; (B) Administrative Appeals; (C) Non Jury; (D) Jury and (E) Other. 

. ' 

' 3. It shafl be the purpose of the tracla)lg system to haw all disputes 
disposed of by final decrae within the time set forth in CP Supfl.5._ 

4. In determining the 1ength of Ume 1hat a case has.been-pending, the 
time shaU begin with 1he perfeclion of service and should not ioofude de­
lays oooasloned bythewJllful acts of non-movmg parties, &UCh as abscond- • 
ing from Ile jurfsdiotion of the court. or by operation of law, such as the 
automatio stay imposed by the filing of bankruptcy. 

•· 
5. ' Any party may request the court to advance the times adopted in 

. 1he various tracking procedure in order_to expedite matters. · . 

RULE21 
DOMESTIC TRACK 

1. All d.vorces. annulments. legal separations, dissowti0l1$, domestie 
violence. URESA civil proteotlonlstalklng orders actions shall be assigned 

G 
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to the DOMESTIC 'TRACK. 

2. The court may set a pre-trial' at an appropriate time. Counsel shall 
attend. 

S. The court may. after discussion with counsel. prepare a scheduling,·_ . 
· · order which may include. but is not limited to: · 

A.) Perpetuation depositions 

B.} Discovery depositions 

C.). Oisctosure of experts, if any ... 
O.) Exchange of wttness ls.ts 

E.) Exchange of trial material 

F.) Exchange of listing of a1J assets and the respective parties vaJu .. • 
ation or the same. 

G.) Trial Date 

4. Unless othe1'vise ordered by the Court, all transcripts prepal'8d from 
camera interviews of minor chltdren shal be delivered to the Court Secre­
tary for filing outside of the court case file. Said transcripts shall not be 
read. copied, or removed from the Court's possession for any reason by 
~ person, party or attorney. 

RULE~ 
.ADMINISTRATIVEAPPEALTRACK 

1. AfJ appea)s from gowmmental entities which do not require the tak­
ing of additionaf testimony $hall be assigned to the ADMINISTRATIVE AP• 
PEALSTRACK 

.... 
. 2. After final hearing or submissil)l1 to tile court. the court·m1, issue its 

decision. 

.RULE23 
NON-JUFrl'TRACK 

1. All civil mattere in which no demand for trial by jury has been made 
or Which Is allowed by law and whroh have not been assigned to another 
1raok may be assigned to the NON-JURY TRACK. 

' 
7 
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2. The court may set an CASE MANAQEMENT CONFERENCE after 
service upon a defendant Only parties who have entered appearances 
shall be notified. · 

3. At the CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE: 

{A} Aft counsel shall be present 
. - . 

{B) The court shall Inquire. into the contested nature of the action 
!ncludlng, but not limited to: · · · 

(1) the lndUSion of an necessary or perrniSsibte parties 

(2) when all pleadings shall be completed 

(3) tfte possibility of final resolution 

(4) scheduling a triaJ_date 

4. At the PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE & FINAL SETTLEMENT 
. CONFERENCE: 

(A) all-parties shall be present ... 
(B) the lrial counsel shaD attend the pr•tn'ai conference. 

(C) The person or persons, be thay several Of the parties or a com­
mittee, who have full authotfl¥ to negotiate towards the settle­
ment of a case shall be·present at all PRE-TRIAL CONFER~ 
·ENcES unless they have been previously exempted from ap-­
pearance by the court 

(0) The person or persons so exampted from physical apJ)Sarance 
at the pre-trial shall be avalfab1e by phone for in-dep1h diScu&­
Slons orb& available by such other means as ihe_court directs. 

I~_...~. 

(E} FallUre of a person or persons tn be available pursuant to this 
rule may result in sanctions being !ffiposed .by the court upon 
the offending party which may foolude a fine, restitution of all 
e)CJ>enses incurred by the other parties or their repruentatlves, 
judgement against the offending party or such other items as 
the court deems appropriate. 

{F) ·All sanctions impos$d shalf be paid or compfied with folihwilh. 

5. Other conferences may be set by the oourtor as requested by coun­
sel In oroer to expedite the early resolution of disputes. 
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RULE24 
JURYTRACK 

1~ AJI chm matters in which ajwy case has been requested or possible 
jury cases in which the court determine$ it appropriate shaU be assfgned to 
the JURY TRACK 

2. The court may set an CASE MANA$EMENT CONFERENCE after 
service upon a defendant. Only parttes who have entered appearances 

. shall be notified. 

3. At the CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE: 

(A)· Ail<:.ounsel shaB be present 

(8) The court shall inquire into 1he contested nature of th& don 
· inoluding. but not ijmited. to: 

(1) the inclusion of all necessary or permls$ible patties 

(2) when all pleadings sha.lrbe compJeted 

(3) the posslbiffl.y of~ resolutlon 

(4) sc~uling a trial date 

4. At the PRE-TRJAL CONFERENCE: 

(A) All parties. their counsel, and the person or persons who have 
fUII autharity to negotiat& towards tile settlement of a case shall 
be,nsent at elf PR& l'RW.. CONFERENCES and all final settle-­
ment conferences unless fuey have been pl\Wiousty exempted 
from personal~ by-the court upon appliGatioo. 

(B) Failure of a person or persons -to be available pursuant to this 
rule may result in sanctions being Imposed by fhe court upon 
the offending party which may Include a fine. restttutlon Of all 
expenses fncurrad by the other parties or1heir representatives, 

:'judgment against the offending party or sueh Of.her relief as the 
court deems appropriate. : 

(C) Al sanctions imposed sha.U.be paid or· ~mplled with forthwith. 

5. Ofher'cont'et'ences may be set hythecourt or as requested byooun­
seJ In order to expec:lfte the early resolution of disputes. 

9 
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RULE25~ 
OTHERTRACK 

1. All complaints for wrtts of prohibition, mandamus, habeas corpus, 
· preliminary injunctions. temporary restraining order and the like shall be 
. ~ed to tlte OTHER TflACK:. 

. , 2. · It shall be the affirmative duty of any pa~ ~uesting relief under 
these types of cases to concu1Temty inform the court of the filing In ques• 
lion and arrange with the court ttte eaniest_pn:i.cflcal hearing date for the 
lltiga.Jion. 

3. By their very nature. these cases havs an immediacy which require 
the court and counsel tu give prompt and full attention to the issues raised 
therein. 

.-
4. Failure to actively pursue.these cases on part of a party may result 

in the court's dismissal of the &ams for lack of prompt prosecution. · 

5. tfCaseM~ Conferences or Pr&-T~ Conferences are hetd 
in these cases, the same Rules apply as in Jury Tract cases. 

RULE26 
CASE REVJEWS 

. Th& court may review the records of the Clerk of Courts to determine 
, whether service has been perlected and whether or not attempted service 
• is being actively pursued. If if appears from ttw clerk's records that service 

-has not been perfected or that attempted service is not being actively pur~ 
~. the court shall promptly inform counsel to engage in ~ atfempts 
to gain service. lf no action is taken within the time limits prescribed by the 
court. the oourt may dismiss the cause of action tor lack o.t prosecutfon 
withOut prejudice. . .--:--·~ ' 

RULES'l'l-.29 
RESERVED 

RULE30 
HEARINGS AND SUBMISSION OF MOTIONS 

t. -No ·Motton .or Other Matter which requires a hearing ~I. be ac­
cepted for fifing by f.he Clerk of this Court unless a hearing date ha& been· 
approved by the Court and notice of hearing is endorsed 1hereon and ser­
vice on opposing parties shown. 

J__ 10 
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2. The moving party shall serve th& 01her party or partl8$ not less than 
seven (7) days prior to the date on which ttie motion Is set for hearing. All 
memorandums comra shall be served upon opposing counsel not later 
than three {3} days prior to the hearing date. 

~ 3. Oral arguments will be .aifowed on aU rnoJjons. Unless previous ar• 
·rangements have been .made, it is~ that any argument and test!­

. rnony. If any. shall be limited to a total al'. twenty minutes. 
' 

,(A) All motions or other matters* which require 6raf argument or 
where oral argument Is desired by one of the parties, shall con­
tain notice of date tor oral argument. which must be previously 
approved by the Court's Assignment Commissioners. 

Failure to state a de for oml argument shall ind'tcate that oral 
. •. argument is noi desired, and the Court WiJl then rule upon said 
· motions after at ~ast seven (7) days' nottoe to the opposinQ 

party. 

{B) The moving i,n shall serve the other party or parties, not iess · 
than seven (7) days prior to the date on which the motion is set 
for hearing if oral argument ts desired. All memora.ndurnseontra . 
shall be served upon opposing COUnsef at least three (3) days 
prior to the date for ora1 argument if the same is demanded. 

(C) Oral argd'mems and testimony, ~ any, shall be limited to a totaJ 
of twenty_(20) minutes per side. 

(D} Notwithstanding 1he ~. an default mottons pertaining to an 
action in foreclosure shall, and prior to the fifing of such motion 
with the Cleric of Courts, contain a Notice of Heating. which has 
been approved by the Court E!fld endorsed thereOn with service 
to the opposing party. -

{E) All motf0'1$y after filq], shall be submitted directty to tf:te Com­
mon Pleas Court for review by the appropriate Judge. 

4. Motions for temporary restraining omers. temporary injunctions-, for 
receiver& or for similar equitable relief shall be submitted to the court. 

I"' 

RULE31 
WITNESSES AND PARTIES . 

1. Praecipe for witnesses shaft ~-med with the cterk at least ten (10) 
working days prior to the datesetforhearing, except for good cause shown 
to the court. 

2. It shall be 1tl& affirmatiV&duty of the party or their 00Ut'l9el to inform 

11 
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each and every person whom they have SUbr,oenaed or requesied to ap.. 
pear at any proceeding If the matter has been settled, continued or if their 
presence is no longer required. 

· 3. Failure of the party or their counsel to so notify persons appearing 
for1he prooeedlng before the court may result inaaoottons Imposed by the 
court againsl'ihe party falJing to perform this duty: which may include reim­
bursements ofwm:iess fees. mi~ and such other expenses which have 
been borne bythe persons so appearing in orderto place them in the same 
position tileywould have ~n haci they beerl notified. · - · ... , . · · 

RULE32 
TRrAL PROCEDURE 

1. Trial pn,oedure shall be in accordance with statute and rules of the 
Supreme Court. ,-

2. Except by permission of the trial judge, only one counsel for each 
adverse party will be permitted to. speak on any fnteriQCUb'Jty motion. or 
upon any question arising in the trial of a cause or proceeding; and, but 
one countelfor each adVerse- party will be permitted to exarntne the same 
witnesses in any trait or proceeding before the cq_urt. 

3. Request for special instructions in any fury cases shall b&filed and 
brought 1n the attention of the oolJ't-at least five (5) WOlking days prior m 
the commencement of trfaf unless otherwise directed by the court. If said 

• request is nottiine!yftled. the.court mayretuse·to give said special instruo-
, tlons. · 

RULE33 
ENTRIES 

1. Unless the court otherwise direds, counsel fofa,~party in whose 
favor an order_. decree or judgment is rendered shafi within seven (7) busi­
ness days thereafter prepare the appropriate journal entry and submit it 1o 
the advelSe counsel who shd approve or reJect the same within three (S) 
bUSiness days. after Ute· receipt thereof. When fh~ ent,y is approved by 
counsel it shaft be•$0 endcwsed and presented to .the court for approval 
and, if signed by ffW court. be filed With 1he cferk. · If counsel are unable to 
agree upon the entry, the PfOP0$8d Judgment entries shall be submitted to 
the eour.t which will direct what entry wm b& made. · · 

2. It the respo~ble counsel faifs to submit a proPoSed entry to oppos­
ing counsel within twenty (20) days following the decision, then opposing 
counsel may submit a proposed entry m The Court, with a copy to pnava,1-

12 
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3. CounseJ shall promptly submit an entry of dismissal to the court 
fol~ng sefflement of any case. If counsel fails to present such an entry to 
the court Within thirty (30) days after representation to the court that the 
ease has been settled, the eourt may order fha case dismissed for want of 

· prosecution or enter an appropnate order. 

4. The ·Lawrenbe County Child support Enforcement Agency (CSEA) 
· or Its successor shall prvmptly approve all final decrees terminating marital. · 

rela.tiOnshtps in Which minor cihifdren are involved and all subseqtlent en~ 
tries regamlng the support or custody of minor children upon verification 
that the en\ije_~ contained those items required by (a) the Rules of this 
OOurt. (bf the-State of Ohio, {C) that the CSEA orb successor has been 
given the infonnation required to be.given it by the appropriate party\ (d) 
that Iha ~ea have complied with aD requirements concerning their ac­
tions and, (e) that the appropriate forms necessa,y for the efficient opera­
tion of the CSEA or tts successor have been completed by the appropriate, 
party. 

s. Upon approval tjy the CSEA, aJI final decrees terminating a marital . 
relationship in which minor chlldnm are Involved and all subsequent en­
tries regarding support or custody of minor children shall be promptly pre­
sented to the courf.for approval. filed wilh the olerk of this court and two 
filed copies depositsd wiltt the CSEA or its successor by depositing 1hem 
with the Clerk of tilts Court. 

. 8. AH judgments or orders which are final appealabJe orders (F.A.O.) 
$hall contaln a diredfon to the clerk of this court that, "The Clerk shall mall 
a copy of this Judgment/Omer to all co,msef of record and to each party 
not in default Who is not represented "by counsel and make note of the 
S8lVic& In the Appearance Docket". The Judgment/Order shall be accom­
panied by a separate form which shaft be attached to said Judgment/Order 

. and list the nam& and address of all parties to receive a copy. 

F~ the appropriate number of oopies of said Judgment/Order 
along with pre-addressed stamped mailEQ shall be delivered .to the cierk 
with the fiftng of the Judgment/Order indicating a retum address of the. 
Clerk. . 

RULE-34 -' 
TRANSCRIPTS 

1. tf a transcript of a trJaf or hearing is deemed necessary, a written 
request for said transoript, wflh proof of servfce tn the sdveme parties, 

'!\ 
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shall be submitted to the court. It shall be t1e responsibility of the counsel 
or party requesting a transcript to pay the cost thereof upon being notified 
that the transcript has been completed. 

2. If a transcript is requested by an officer of this court who is In arrears 
for payment of transcript fees o(if requested by a person other than an 
officer of this court, a deposit ma~be required to be promptly made. Fail~ 
ure to promptly make said deposit-may result in the C?Urt's cancellation of. 
the transcript request 

RULE35 
OBJECTIONS TO MAGISTRATE'S REPORT 

. . . 
The followiog statement shall be attached to and be a part of any objec­

tion to a magistrate's report: 

TRANSCRIPT 

A transcript of the hearing held _______ (IS • IS NOT) 
requested. 

The 4anscript statement shall be signed by thEl counsel or person re­
questing said transcript and be properly filled out to c.(esignate the. hearing{s) 
requested. 

No objection to a Magistrate's Report shall be accepted for filing by the 
~ Oerk without the above stat~ment. Any statement improperly or incom-
• pletely:filled out sh~I be. deemed a waiver of transcript· and the. objections 
-sna!I prQceed ~ut transcript. 

' 'Any' party may request a transcript by requesting the sam.~ using the 
fon:n above-witt_lout notification to the court prior to filing and_ proof of ser­
vice to opposing parties within 14 days of tfle original filing. 

No transcript request may be withd~wn without written notice to the 
court and opposing parties. · 

_RULE36 
. SERVICES FOR DISABLED 

In order to allow individuals with p~ysical disabilities to participate in the 
services offered· by this Court. the Court shall: · 

- . 

A.). provide interpreters fy)r deaf and hearing impaired parties, 
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witnesses and jurors, 

B.) provide assistive listening devices, 

C.) provide large print material, and other similar services and devises 
upon request 

D.) Requests shall be made at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the 
hearing .by notifying the Court Administrator. · 

Consultation shall be had between the requestor and the Court person­
nel regarding the type of assistance needed. Reasonable efforts shalt be 
made to provide the type of assistance ~equested or an effective alternate · · 
means .of communication. 

RULE37 
MEDIATION 

1. The Court may refer cases to roediation as it deems appropriate:. 

2. The parties, their counseJ, and such person(s) as have authority to 
resolve the case shall appear at the mediation. 

3. Mediationsftiay not be cancelled except as authorized by the court 

4. Failure to appear at a scheduled mediation may subject the offend­
ing person or company to sanctions as the court deem~ appropriate • 

" 
RULES38-39 
RESERVED 

RULE40 
MAGISTRATES 

1. Magistrates may be appointed by the court and shall serve as em­
ployees of._the court as provided by the Civil Rules. 

,.. 
2. A magistrate may hear any issue pennitted under the Civil Rules. 

3. Magistrates will Issue their report after the trial or hearing In accor­
dance with Civil Rules. A magistrate rnay require that briefs, proposed find­
ings or other memorandums be submitted by counsel prior to the issuance 
of report. A judgment entry in any case in which a report is required under 
the Civil Rules shall not be delivered to the court for approval until 14 days 

- have elapsed from the filing of-the.Magistrate's Report and it shall not be-
. '.~ 

15 



come effeciive unless signed by 1h& court al\ provided for in the Civil Rules. 

4. Entries and judgments shall be pre~ by the prevaiillig party in 
accordance with the kleal rules of this court and shall be submitted to the 
magistrate for approval and en~ before being submitted to the 
courts. -- ·· 

RULE4t -
MEDICAL MALPR~CTJCE ARSITRATIOISI 

1. Medical Malpractice Arbitration shaft follow the rufes and regulations 
provided by the Legislature and the rules of the supreme Court. This pro­
cedure shall not be used as a dilatory ta.ale. 

RULE42 
OESIGNATteN OF ARBITRATORS 

1. In cases of arbttration, the neutral or third arbltratot shall be ap,­
pointed by the Common Pfeas Court upon request ln writing, by the par-
ties. . 

RULES4S-50 
RESERVSl · 

RULE51 
REQUESTS OF OTHER COURTS 

-
1. Any court. on its own motion or that of an interested party, desiring 

lhis court to enforce its order for support stiall certify and transmit an, order 
fix support for collection to the Lawrence County Cl1ifd Support Enforce­
ment Agency along with any info111mlion which may help in locating or iden• 
tifying the person subject to the order. ,-;-·· . · 

2. Upon rec.elpt of said order of support, ttie Lawrence oounty Child 
Support Enforcement Agent:J,J Shall submit said.documents to the Clerk of 
Courts for docketing. The Lawrence COunty Child Support Enforcement 
Agency $hall then request a time and place for a hearing to be set, insure 
that notices be-served on fhEJdefen.dant by certffied mail indicating the _time 

·, .and place of the hearing thereof,- and take any runner action necessary to -
obtain jurisdiction over· the person subject to the order of support·or over 
their property. 

3. This Court shall then proceed to enforce the order an& as if it had 
been filed in this court originally. 

1s 

t 
I 
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·_ RULE51A 
. TITLEI\LD 

1. All original actions. filed fn aMlfC8 or dieSOtuUon, and all motions 
flied ooncemlng custody of children shaU have flied With the Complaint an 
Application for Child Support Services. This Appticatiqn and one copy of 

•
0 the same shaJI be kept by th& Cterk of Courts, wtth the original gold paper 
oopy·fnfwarded to tfle Child Support Enforl;ement ~ for Lawrence 
Cou~ and the copy remaining in the court fde. 

RULE52 
COSTS FOR CUSTODY INVESTIGATION 

1. When an fnvestigatton is made involving the custody of minor chfl­
dren in a domestic cas8. costs shalt be assessed as provided m Rules of 
CMI Procedure. ' -. 

RULE53 
STANDARD VISITATION GUIDELINES 

Visitation is recogniZed as an extremely important time for ohik:fren to 
engage in adMties and strenglhen familial bands wlthfhe parent with whom · 
they do not five. Liberal Visitation a1Tangemems beyond the minimum set 
forth heteifl arestrobgly encouraged as children face significant challenges 
in coping with their parents' adult difficulties. 

In 0roer to provide a specific companionship schedufe for those times 
When parents are unaf>le to agree~ the Court hereby adopts th& following 
standard visitation guidelines. This schedule may be modified upon mo­
fion by either party, upon shOWing that ~d modification Is in the best Inter-
ests of the Chldren. -

1. Week~oda: The non-resldentiil parent shal1 have visitation tWery 
other weekend from 6:00 p.m. Friday until 8:00 p,m. Sunday, untess ttte 
foftowing Monday Is a school day or prHChool day tor the children. On 
such occasions, visitation shal end at 6:00 p.m. Sunday. 

,.. 
.2. ~: The non~ parentshaH.have visitation from 4:00 

p.m. fD 8;00 p.m. on one weekday. ltttne event the parties cannot agree, 
such visitation shall occur. on Wednesday. 

3. HAlidays: 

a) In even numbered years, the resldent'lat parent shall have the 
children on: 
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1. New Year's vacalion-frWTI 8:00 p.m. December 28 
until 6:00 p.m. the day prior to school reoonwnlng. 

2. President's Day,,6:00 p.tn. Friday to 6:00 p.m. Mon 
. day. 
3. Memoriai Day-&:00 p.m. Frfdayto 6:.00 p.m. Monday. 
4. Labor Oay-6:(JO p.m! Friday to 6~ p.m. Mo~. 
·s. Thanksgiving-unmediately after sohaof the day school . 

ends to 21K) p;m..Thanksgfving day. 
b.) In even number8d years, the non-residential.parent shall 

· have the children on:... . 
1. Martin LU1her King, Jr. Oay-6;00 p.m. the day sohool 

ends to.6:00 p.m: the day prior to SOhool reconvening. 
2. Easter..fl;OO p.m. the day· school ends to 6:00 p.m. the 

day prior to school reconvening. 
3. July 4-6:00 p.m. on July 3 to 6:00 p.m. Juty 5 except 

when July 4Js a Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday, 
in which case \lfsftation shall commence Friday night 
and continue to 6:00 p.m. Sunday or 600 p.m. July 4, 
Whichever is later. 

c.) ln odd numbered years. the above schedules shall be re-
versed. .. . 

d.) Th& non-residential parent shall have Christmas vacation 
from 4:00 p.m. on Christmas Day unfll :a:00 p.m. on Decem­
ber 28 each year 

e.) Hortday visitation shafl_ h_ave precedence over reguJar week­
end Visitation regamfess of Whether a pamnt wift haw the . 
chikfren two weekends in a row.; Should a holiday fall on a 
weekend wherein 1he other parent would have a regular 
scheduled '11:sitation, the alternating schedule shal begin 
again th& folloWing week with the other parent getting ·. 
visltallon fLe., a parent shaff not be echeduled to have·· 
visitation for 3 consecutiw weekenqs). · 

. . 

4. :Motbm:'s Day and father's Dalt= The mother shall have visitation 
from 8.:00 p.m. the day pn:,ceding Mpther~ Day to 6:00 p.m. . 
Mother's Oay. The Father shall have visitation from 6!00.p.rn. the 
daypreoeding Father's Dayto 6:00 p.m. Father's Day. These days 
Shall have precedence over aJI birthdays. other hofkfays, vacatlOns, 
and ragufarty schedUled visitation .. 

s.~: 

a.) Parent's,.The parents shalt have visffation with the chffdren 
from 10:00 a.m. to 600 p.m. on that parent's.birthday. 

Should that day faff on a holiday, the holiday schedule shall 
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prevau. and the day may be made up lmmedlately before 
or after said holiday. 

b.) Chifdren'S~U children shall visit With the,non-resfdenfial 
parent during even numbered birthdats ages on each and 
fN8rY oht1d's birthday. and Wflh the ~icfenffal.parertt on the 
day immediately _preceding said birthdays. All children sha8 
visit With the l9Sldential parent~ odd numbered 
bir;hdate ages on each and tNery ehifd's birtttdaYs and-~ 
the norHeSidential ~ on the day immediately preced- . 
ing said birthdays. Should a child's birthday faff on a 
holtday, the holiday schedule shall prevail. and the day may 
be mad& up immediat.ety before or after swd hoflda.y. 

6. OlbiJ' &ilidays: Other holidays of significent personal or religious 
.. signlffcance Shall be bmught before the court on motton of a party rn 

the event of disagreement · . ' ·. 

7. Summer VfdatiQO.: During th& summer weeks, the 'Weekend" and 
'Weekday' vtsttatton sohedules ~t forth in Sections 1 anct' 2 above • 
Shalt be suspended and n,placed as foffows: - .. 

a.) The residential parer!t 8haJI have physical possessiOn of 1he 
children for the remainder of the week that conclUdes the 
school year, until 2:00 p.m. Sunday. 

b.) The non,-esldential parent shall have physical possession of 
the children from 2ro p.m. Sunda.y until 2:00 p.m. Sunday 
two week,s fOllowing. -

c.) The residential parent shaff ha.Ve physical possession of the 
children from 2:00 p.m. Sunday until 2:00 p.m. ~unday two 
Weeks following. 

d.) The ncm•resJdential parent shall have ph.ysical possession of 
the chHdren from .2:00 p.m. SUnday urml 2:00 p.m. Spnday 
one week foflOWlng, 

e.) The residential parent shaO have phy$ical possession of~ 
children from 2:00 p.m. SUnday until 2:00 p.m. Sunday one 
Week following. 

f.) J1le non-residential parent shall have physical ~sion of 
· the ohildren from 2:00 P•ll\. Sunday unfll 2:00 p.m. Sunday 
two weeks tottowing. • . ' 

. g.> The reakfenttaf parent SNll1 t1ave physicat pos$ession ot 1he .. 
children from 2:00 p.m. Sunday until 2:00 p.m. Sunpaytwo 
weeksfolowing. . 

h.} At the conclusion Of the per:lod of time set forth in paragraph 
g, normal weekday and weekend visitation shall resume. 
During the summer visitation, the parent wilh whom the 
children are not residing shall have reasonable telephone 
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8. Transportation: Unless olherwise agreed to by the parties, visitation 
shall occur as fotlows; · · 

a.) The non-msfdentlat· parent shall an-ange for a responsabfe 
individual to pf~ up U1& minor {?hiJd~ from the~ 

. parent at the commencement of the Wilfta:tiorl period.· 
b.)The residential parentshall arrange for a responsible· 

individual to pick up the minor children from the non-
. :residentim panmt at die conclusion of the visifation period. 

RUlES54-59 
RESERVED 

RULEOO 
MULTIPLE REPRESENTATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENDANTS 

1.. Pursuant to the dicmtes of Siate v., Habgk (1989) 47 O App3d 35. 
and a defendant's right to a confliCf'-free assistance of counsel as an ele­
mert of fhelr Sfxth Ame.ndment rights to effective: asststance of counsel, 
counsel shall not be allowed to engage in multiple repreeentation of defen--
dants In crimlnaf oases-. ~ 

RULES61-52 
RESERVED 

RULI:63 
CREDIT fOR WEEKEND SENTENCE FOR CONTEMPT 

• \ 1. A person entering fhe County Jall on a charge of contempt of court 
wherein they are to serve said sentence on weekend shall ~Ive three 
(3) days credit on their sentence if 1hey enter the ~.Jail on or before 
7:00 p.m. on Friday and are released at 6:00 a.m. on Monday mpmlng 
even though ihey have not smved the fUU seventy..two (72) hours. 

2. _ If the person designated above enmrs the County Jail on Saturday 
before 7;00 p.m. and 1$ fflleased at 6:0o a.m. on·IVlonday they shalt be 
giVen lWo {2) days crecfit on theJr sentenc& even thot.lgh they have not 
se,vEt<f the full forty-eight (48) hours. · • · . 

RULES6+69 
RESERVED 
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RULE70 
APPEARANCES 

AB parties and eounsel shall be pmsent and ready to prooeed at the time 
any appearance is required. Faiiura to do so may result rn sanctions being 
imposed by the Court upon an offending party which may include a fine, 
· restitution of an .expensesfoourrad by the other parties or their represent.a-

. tives. judgment against the Offending party or such other relief es the_ Court 
deems appropriate: 

RULE71 
COMPLIANCE 

AH patties shd comply With au time requiremems set forth in the State 
Rt.tresof Procedure. th& local Rules of Court, the lawsof ffle State and the 
Administrative Rules promulgated thereunder. Failure to do so may resu, 
in sanctions being imposet.f t,ythe COurt upon a offending party which may 
include a fine, restitution of aff expenses incufl'ed by the other parties or. 

· their representatives. judgment against the offending party or ~uoh other , 
item$ as the Court deems appropriate. 

RUf..ES 72 • 79 
RESERVED 

RULESO 
JURY STANDARDS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Standard 1 Opportunity for Service 
Standard 2 Jury Soorea U§t 
Standard 3 Random Selection Procedures 
Standard 4 BigibiJily for Jury Service 
Standan:15 Term of and Availabifity for Jury Servfoe 
Standard 6 Exemption. ~ and Deferral 
Standard 7 Voir Di~ 
Standard.8 Removal from the Jury Paner rorca.use 
Standaro 9 . Peremptory Shallenges · 
S1andard 10 . Administration of the Jury- System _ 
Stamfam-1-1-· ~-mldaummemng-Proeedures 
Standard 12 Monitoring tffe JUJy gystem 
Standard 13 Juror Use . .' 
standard 14 Jury Faaiffies 
Standard 15 Jury Compensation 
Standard 16 Jury Orientation and Instruction 
Standard 17 Jury Size and Unanimity of Vemict 
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A. 
. •"-. 

a. 

Standard 18 Jury Deliberati°" 
Standard 19 Sequestration of Jurors 

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE 
.. f •:,. .. 

The opportunity for jury-service should not be denied or flmited · 
on the basis of race. national origin, gender, ~ religious, be-
lief. income. oocupation, disability. or any other factor that dis-· ' ' : 
crlmlnates against a oo'i}nlzable group in th& jurisdiction. 

Jury service is an obrtgaf10n of all qualffied oltizens. t 

filANDARll2 

. 

JURY SOURCE UST 

A. The name of potential Jurors shall be drawn from a Jury source 
list oompiled from one or more regularty maintained llsts of per .. 
sons residing in the court jurisdiction. · 

B« The jury source list shall be representative and $hoUfd be as 
inclusive of the adutt population in the jur'isdiOUon as ts feasible. 

c. The court shall periOt':lloally review the Jui;y source list for its rep­
resent.alive and inclusiveneSs·of the adult Population in the ju­
risdiction as i& feasible. 

0. Should the court dete.nnine that improwment is needed in the 
representativene or inclusiveness of the jury source list. ap­
propriate corrective aot!Ons shall be taken. 

STANO.ARP 3 . · · 
· • RANDOM SELECTION PROCEDURES 

A. Random~ procedures shall be used thr9ugh0Ut the ju-. 
ror selection process. Any method may be 1.1sed by the Jury 
Commission, manual or automated, ihat provide$ each eligible 
and available person with an equal prQbab8y of selection. These 
methods shaJI be dOoumented. 

8. Random selection pmcedures shall be employed in: 

• 1. Setecting persons to be summoned for .iUrY se,vfce; 

2. Assigni~ prospective jurors to panels; and 

S. CalJng prospeative jurors for voir dire. 

C. Departures from the pnncipje of random seledfon are appropri-, 
ate: 
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1. To exclude persoos inetfgibl~ for service in accordance with 
Standard 4: 

2. To excuse or defer ~ Jurors In aocordance with 
Standard6; 

3. . To tmnQve prospective jurors tot.cause or if chafJenged pe­
remptorily in aooorda.nce With Standards 8 arid 9; and ·· 

4. To P[Ovide atl prospeotiv& jUrors with an opportunity to be 
· called for jury service and to be assig~ t.o a paoeJ in ac­
cordance With Standard 13. 

ST&JDARD4 
ELIGIBILITY FOR JUAY SERVICE 

Alf persons shaft be eligible for jury service except those who: 
' . 

A. Are Jess than eighteen years of age; . 
B. Are not citizens of the U~ Stmes; 

c. Are not ~ of the Jurfsdlctlon In Which they have been 
8Ummoned to serve; 

--· 
D. Are not able to communicate in 1he English language; or 

E Have b$1m COnviclsd of a felony and have not had their oMI 
rights J&Stored. 

F. fs a cloistered member of a Nllgious.order. 

STANQARD5 
TERM OF ANO AVAfLABfUTY FOR JURY SERVICE 

GRANOJURY 
Grand.Junn shaff be called to setvefor aibr&& mon1h period beginning 

Wifl't Ile first day of January, April. July and October of each calendar year. 
ft is the intent of tll988 rules that, barring a major event, Grand Jurors shall 
attend two or three sessions of the Grand JUfY dUring the three- month 
Period nonnaffy iadng from one--half to two days in length. ,.. 

PETIT JURORS 
{A) Pe1it Jurors shal be caned.to setVe for a six month period b&­

ginnfng January 1st and July 1st of each year. 

(B} Enough jurors shall be caJfed so 11,at, baning any unusual cir· 
cumstances, Petit Jurors shall b& required to serve no more 
than twice during tile six month period.. . 

as 
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STANPARQ6 ~ 
EXEMPTION, EXCUSE. AND DEFERRAL 

A. There shalf be no automatic excuses or exemptions. wUh ttie 
exception of statutOty exemptions. 

B. Eliglble petSOns who aie summoned may be excused from jury 
service if: · · · 

1. Their. abUlty to rec,~ and evaluate information is so Im­
. paired that they ara.unable to perform their duties 8$ jurors 
and ihey are excused for this reason by a judge; or 

2. They request to be excused because theirsarvice would be 
a continuing hardship to them or to ntembef3 of the public 
and tttey are excused by a Judge or a specifically auttto,.. 
rized court official. 

c. Deferrals for jury &!Moe for nmonably short periods of time 
may be permffled by a judge or a specificaJly authorized court 
official. 

O. Requests forelCCUSed and deferrals and their disposition shoutd 
be Written or ottterwtse made of record. 

STANPAB01 
VOIR0IRE 

A. Voir dire examination shall be limited to matteJ'S relevant to de­
termining Whether to remove a juror for cause and to determine 
the jurors faimess«ld lmparliality. 

B. To reduce the time requlred for vofr dire, basic bad9ol:fld in. 
formation regarding panel members should be made avaffabfe 
to counsel In writing for each party prior to the day on Which jury 
selectton is to begin. _ ... 

C. The trlaf jUdge should conduct a prelimJnary volr dire examfna.. 
tion. Counsel shall then be permitted fo question panel mem­
ber$ for a reasonable pcimOd of time.· 

o. Th& judge shaft ensure that the privacy of prospective jurors is 
reasonably protected. and the questioning ls consistent with the 
purpose of the volr dire process.· · · 

E.. · lnaiml'nalcases, the voir~prooess shaft be herd on the record. 
In cMI cases, lhe vair dire process shaff be lteld on the record 
unless waiVed by the parties. 
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STANPABDB 
REMOVAL FOR CAUSE 

tf judge detennines duri~ the voir dire process that any indlvlduaf is 
unable orunwllllng to hear the partlcutarcase at issue fairly and lmpartlally, 
that individual shall be removed from the panel. Sueh a determination may 
.be made on ~ of counsel. or by the Judge.•-

PREEMPTORYCHALLENGES 
A. Preempt.ofy chaffenges Should be fimlted to a number no larger 

. than ~ to provide ree.sonab\e assurance of obtatning 
. anJ.lllbiased Jury. 

B~ In ail cases the number of preemptory challenges shall be ftlat 
- as set by statute. · · 

STANPABOlO 
ADMINISTRATION OF "FHE JURY SYSTEM 

A The responslbllttyfor ~ of the fury system shall be 
vested exclusively in fhe jUdicfal branch of government. 

B. Alt procedures concerning jury selection and service shaU be 
goveme2!.by The Ohio RUies of Court. 

c. Responsiblrlty for edministerfng the jury system shall be vested 
in the adminlstrdve judge of the court 

SINilARP11 
NOTIFICATION AND SUMMONING PROCEDURES 

A. The notice summoning a person to jury serve and the question~ 
naire efkfting essential Jnformation regarding that person shall 
be: 

._ , . Phrased so as to be readily undefstood by an indivkfual 
unfamiliar with 1h$ fegal and Jury systems; and 

~-= • .. 
2. Oefivered by ordinary matl. 

.- B; A summons shalf ot~rfy ~ hoW and when the recil)lant 
must respond. - · · 

_C; The questionnaire shalt be·P.flmsed and organiZed so as to fa­
cifltate quick and accurate screening and shat! request onfythat 
information sssenHaJ for; 

1. Determining whether-a person meets the criteria for elgibif.. 
Hy. 
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2. Providing basic backgmur\Q Information ordinarily sought 
during voir dire examjnation; and 

S. Efflcfentty managing th& jury system. 

D. Policies and procedul'l;'s regarding failure to respond to a sum­
mons for jury ~rvic&·shall be handled as in the case of any 
fai1Uf8 for a person toiall tQ obey a summons Issued by this . 
oaurt. 

STANQABD12 
MONllORING niE JURY SYSTEM 

The court shall review· information garnered by it regard',ng the perfor-
mance of the jury system on a regular basis and evaluate: 

A The representativenE}SS and inclusiveness of the jury source 1st; 

a The effecliVeneSS of qualification and surnmonfng pmced~res; 

c. The responsiveness of individual citizens to jury duty sum­
monses; 

D. The effici&nt use of jurors; and 
,. 

E. The cost-effectiveness of the Jury manaf)ement system. 

• STANDARD 13 
JUROR USE 

A. Courts shall empiQY the services of prospective jurors so as to 
achieV& optimum use with a mlni_mum of inconvenience to ju­
rors .. 

· ~ B •. The courts shall determine the minimally sufficient'·number of 
jurors '1eeded to accommodate trial activity. This Jnformation and 
appropriate managementteohniqUesshaU be:rs~dto adjust both 
In the number of lndMduals summoned for Jury duty and in the 
number assigned to-jury panel~. 

C. Courts shaft coordinate jury management and ealendar man­
agement to make effective use of jur~ •· 

~ 
· JURY FACILITIES 

- . . 
A. Coui1s $hall provide~ adequate and suitable environment for 

furors. · 
B. 11le entrance and registration area for prospective jurors shall 

be crearly identified as h!l Clerk of Court's office on the first 
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floor of the Court House Annex. Said area shall accommodate 
the ffow of prospaotive jurors through the court house. 

0. After being registered, prospective Jurora shall proceed to the 
general wafflng area prior to being called. Said area shall be 
fuml$hed with restroom iacllmes and water accommodatfons. 

D. Jury delibe;~on rooms shall include ~· fumlshmgs, and 
. · 1'a~ conducive to reaching a fair- verdict. The safely and 

security of the deliberation rooms shall be ensured. 

E. To the extent feasible, juror faoiliJ:ies shall be arranged to mini­
mize contact between Jurors. parties. counsel{ and the public. 

JUROR COMPENSATION 

A. Persons cahd for Jury· selVioe should receive a reasonable fee 
for their service arid expenses. By statute. these fees are set by 
the commissfoners of each county. 

B. Such fees shall be paid promptty. 
C. ~ shall be prohibited from discharging; faying-off, de­

nying advancement opportunities to, or otherwise penalizing 
employ• who miss work because of Jury service . ... .. 

STANDAf10l6 
JUROR ORIENTATION AND INSTRUCTION 

A. Juror orientation pamphlets~ be available to prospective ju• 
rora either wtth the receipt of 1heir questionnaire and/or when 
they are registered by the clerk of this court. Said pamphlet shall 
be of such a nature to Inform-the prospective jurors of the ,IU(H­
cial system and the procedure to be used. 

B. Since tflis court does not US& a ju,y panel, the trial judge -shall 
give preliminary instructions to all prospective jurors upon en­
tering the court room forvoir dire.After impanefment of the fury, 
!he court.shall Instruct the seleCled jury upon its particular du­
ties and caution them oonoeming the restraints upqn their ac-
tivities. · 

o •. Jury instructfons. ·including the prPCeCfure t.o be used by the ju­
rors during their detiberation, sha.U be made avaflable to Jhe ju-· 
rors priorto deliberation a.nd"duringdellberations upon request 

D. Befom dlsmlssing a jury at the conclusion of the case. the court 
Shaft reemphasize the jurors release from their duty of confl.. 
dentiality; e,q>iajn their rights regarding inquiries from other per-

~ 
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sons. and express its appreciation to the Jurors forlteJr service. 
No comment shall be made &Xpfessing the court's approval or 
.disapproval of the ~It of fhelr deliberations. 

E. .AU communications between a judge and members of a jury 
panel shalf either be in writing and or on record in open court 
unless counsel for alf ~ give permission to ~ Judqe tq . 
answer ~~ry questiorun the jury detiberation room. the answer. 

, tlavi."lgbe.en approved_by both parties prior to doing ~ny'ofth& 
preoeding. Counsel 1°' each party shall be informed of such 
communication and given an opportunity to be heard.. 

STANDABP1Z 
JURY SIZEAND UNANIMITY OF VERDICT 

Jury me and unanimity In civil and criminal cases shall conform with 
existing Ohio raw. • ~ 

STANDARD18 
JURY OalBERAllONS . 
~ 

A. Jurydel~shall take place under ooncfltiOnsand pursuant to 
procedure,s that are designed to ensure im,.-tiafity and to enhance 
rational decision-making., .~ 

B. The jUdge shaU instruct the jllfY concerning appropriate procedures 
to be followed during dellberatlons in accordan<lewifh Standard 180. 

- c. The deliberation room shall contonn to the recommendation set forth 
in Standard 140. .. 

.. . ~ 
D. The jury shafl not be sequestered except under tile drcpmstances 

and procedures set forlh in standaro 19. -··. - · 
··• 

E. ·A jury shall not be required to deliberate aft&r·a reasonable hour 
unless the trial judge detennlnes that evening or weekend delibera­
tions would not impose an undue hardship upon the jurora and are 
required in the interest of justice. .. 

F. 'Training shall be. provided to per$0nnel wtlo escort and assist jurors 
during detiberatiens. 

aTANPAtlP 18 
SEQUESTRATION OF JURORS 

A. A Jury-shall be sequestered only for good cause, including, but not 

2S 

B. 

C. 

' I 

o . 
• 

limited to. Insulating Its members from improper informaiiM or 
Influences. 

. . 
During deliberations in the guilty ptlase and penalty phase. the jury 
shall be sequestered in a capital case. . 

Th& trial judge shai1 hav& ·the discretion to sequester a jUly on the 
motion of counset or on 1he Judge"s lnitiative and shall have the ··,. 
responsibilfly-to oversee the conditions of sequestration. _ 

Training shall be ·~to personnel who escort and assist jurors 
during sequestration. 

, ... FORMS 

A. COURT SCHEDULING ORDER 

The following is the Qrtter of this Court 

TRIAL 

PROPOSED JURY. INSTRUCTIONS 

FINAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE 

PRE-TRIAL STATEMENT 
;.-

PRE-TRIAL ~ 

EXCHANGE OF TRIAL MATERIALS -

WITNESS LIST 

DISCOVERY DEMANDS 

TRIAL DEPOSITION Plaintlft.• 

Defendant 

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY JUDGEMENT 

DEFENDAHrS DISCLOSURE OF EXPERTS 

PLAINTIFPS,PfSCLOSURE OF EXPERTS . 
, ~ 

TRIAL DATE: Trial of 1he matter ·upon the mer.ifs has been sched~ 
uled as set forth ab9ve. · - . 

PROPOSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS: Proposed ju.ry lnstl'uct[ons · 
shall be filed on or before ttie datesetforfh with contemporane­
ous copy to opposi~ counsel. 

FINAL SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE: AFinal Settlement Confer­
ence {FSC) sha1f be attended in parson by all parties and their 

1' 



lead trial counsel. The personQ persons, ~ they several of 
the parties. or a committee, who have full authority to negotiate 
.towards the settlement of thls matter shall be present at a Fmal 
Sefflement Conference {FSC) unless they have been previously 
examptsd from~. in writing. by1he court upon appJi.. 
cation. The person or.persons so exfffllpted tom ph~ ap., 
pearance at Final Settlement Conference shall be available by 
phone for in•depth discussions or be avaL'able by.such othet' 
means as the court directs. · · 

« ~ 

Failure Qf: a parson or person to be available pursuant to thiS 
order shaU result in ·sanctions being imposed by the~ upon 
the offending party which may include a fine, restitution of all 
expenses incurred by other partiesandihe representatives, judg­
ment against the offending party or such other item as the court 
deems approprfate. . .-

EXCHANGE OF THE. TRIAL MATERIAL: Parties shall assemble 
sets of al depositions, documems, photographs, and other items 
to be used at trial. Each set shaft be placed in a binder or cover. 
S&parate sets.of material shalt be deliwted to opposing parties 
before the date set forth above. . 

Item& are afready in the possession Qf~ing parties (i.e.­
depoSltions, medical bills. etc.) may be'inclUded by refetence 
omy. . 

Joint exhibits shelf be markedwtth Roman Numerals; plaintffrs 
exhibits shall be marked wi1h Arabic numbers; defendant's exM 
hlbits shalt be marked With letters; third party eXhiblts identified 
as such. 

' . 
· ~ ObJedions to the admtssions ·of exhibits or the use <if other trial 

materials must be made in writing and filed within one (1) week 
wifh a copy of contemporaneously delivered t(tthe cfoott fn cham· 
ber. 

Objections shall state briefly the grounds for the objections and 
a brief citation of authority. 

·Faifure to include a document, photograph, or other items in the 
material required by the order will prevent its use in evfdence or 
.as .a trial material Relief from this provision may be obtained 
only upon motion for good oause shown. 

TRIAL DEPosmoNS: Trial depositlons shaU be held by the time 
set forth above. Tttese~ dates may be modified by the 
court upon a showing of good cause.. Good cause does not 
fnelude failure to schedule depositions soon enough. 

30 

PRE-TRIAL STATEMENT. LOCAL RULES 

WITNESS us-n Parties shall exchange witness lists by the tim& se 
forth together with a brief summary of each witnesses' expected 
testimony. 

DISCOVERY:AH discoveryrequestS sha41 be~~ byth~ date 
set forth above. "Completed'" means that all discove1y. objeo-

-· tions, motions to compei and other motions anq replies reiaUng 
todiscovefy In this action must be filed and/or noticed in time for 
thepartyrEtjecting or respondingt.ohaveopportunilyunderRufes 
of Civil Procedure to make response. 

SUMMARY JUDGEMENT: Any Motion(s} for summary Judgment 
shall-be fired by the date set forth above and set for hearing 

: ihroogh the Judge's secretary as soon as practicable. 

DISCLOSURE OF EXPERTS: In the event that expert witnesses 
are to be used, ftl8 expert(s) name, address, and qualifications~ 
together with a brief summary of the expected testimony shall 
be served upon opposing parties by the dates set forth above. 

Judge 

Proof of Service 

A copy of the foregoing was mailed via regular U.S. Mail to the fol--
lowing on this ___ day of ____ ___, L__. 

Judge 

S. PRE-TRIAL STATEMENT 

Case No.; 
ease Style; _____ _...._ ________ _ 

Pre--Trial Date: ------=----------
Trial Date: _____________ _.;__~ 
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Pertinent Fads: ---------------

· .Questions of Fact: ______________ _ 

... 

Questlonsot Law! ____________ _ 

Legal Authority:,_· ___ __,.. ____________ _ 

.. 
-~ 

Assets andror Property tnvofved in ease: ______ _ 

Witnesses and Addresses: __ _,_ _______ _ 

32 

J-, 'l7777/iifitr:: 

__ Is a Court View necessary? 

__ Estimated length of trial? 

__ Have you attempted to negotiate a settlement? 

__ Is further negotiation necessary? 
. .. . . 

__ Is all discovery completed?· 

__ Are ~u prepared for triat? 

Attorney for: Date 

,.. 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
GENERAL DIVISION 
LAWRENCE COUNTY> OHIO 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

STATE Al'lD LOCAL COURT COSTS 
IN DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASES 

In compliance with the State of Ohio's requirement that an additional Twenty-five Dollars 
. ' 

($2S,00), per domestic relations cases, ·be paid to the State for appointed Counsel, this Court will 

increase the filing fee for domestic relations cases by the aforementioned $25.00 • 

. Additionally, the Courtwill increase domestic relations filing fees by Fifty Dollp.rs 
I 

($50.00) in order to cover the additional costs of Shared Parenting Agreements, Qualified 

Domestic Relations Orders, and the more lengthy Se1,aration Agree:il).ents i11 domestic cases. 

Accordingly, as of March 1, 2015, the filing fee for domestic relations cases will be 

increased from T·wo Hundred Dollars ($200.00) to Two Hundred Seventy~five Dollars ($275.00) 

per case. 

I I , l 

CHARLES COOPER 
PRESIDING JUDGE 

1. 
i 

l 

l-



RULES OF PRACTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

S.Ct.Prac.R. 3.03. Computation and Extension of Time. 

(A) Computation of time 

( 1) In computing any period of time prescribed or allowed by these rules or by an order 
of the Supreme Court, the day of the act from which the designated period of time begins 
to run shall not be included, and the last day of the period shall be included. If the last day 
of the period is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the period runs until 5 :00:00 p.m. 
local observed time in Columbus, Ohio on the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or 
legal holiday. 

(2) Notwithstanding Civ.R. 6(A), when the period of time prescribed or allowed is less 
than seven days, as in expedited election cases under S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.08, intermediate 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays shall be included in the computation. 

(3) When the Clerk's Office of the Supreme Court is closed to the public for the entire 
day that constitutes the last day for doing an act, or is closed before the usual closing time 
on that day, then that act may be performed on the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, 
or legal holiday. 

(B) Extension of time 

(1) General prohibition against extensions of time 

Except as provided in division (B)(2) ofthis rule, the Supreme Court will not extend 
the time for filing a document as prescribed by these rules or by court order, and 
the Clerk of the Supreme Court shall refuse to file requests for extension of time. 

(2) Extension of time to file certain documents 

(a) (i) Except in expedited election cases under S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.08, parties 
may stipulate to extensions of time to file merit briefs, including reply 
briefs, under S.Ct.Prac.R. 16.02 through 16.05; merit briefs, including reply 
briefs, under S.Ct.Prac.R. 11.05; or the response to a complaint under 
S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.04. A stipulated extension of time shall be effective only if 
it is filed with the Clerk within the time prescribed by these rules for filing 
the brief or other document that is the subject of the stipulation. The 
stipulation shall state the new date for filing agreed to by the parties. 

(ii) Each party may obtain in a case only one stipulated extension of 
time not to exceed twenty days, provided the party has not previously 
obtained an extension of time from the Supreme Court under division 
B(2)(b) of this rule. The Clerk shall refuse to file a stipulation to an 
extension of time that is not tendered timely in accordance with this rule, or 



if a request for extension of time has already been granted to the party filing 
the stipulation under division (B)(2)(b) of this rule. 

(b) (i) In an expedited election case or any other case where a stipulation 
to an extension of time cannot be obtained, a party may file a request for 
extension of time to file a merit brief, including a reply brief, the response 
to a complaint. The Supreme Court will grant a party only one extension of 
time, not to exceed ten days, provided the request for extension of time 
states good cause for an extension and is filed with the Clerk within the time 
prescribed by the rules for filing the brief or other document that is the 
subject of the request. 

(ii) The Clerk shall refuse to file a request for extension of time that is 
not tendered timely in accordance with this rule or if a stipulation to an 
agreed extension of time has already been filed under division (B)(2)(a) of 
this rule by the party filing the request. 

(3) Effect of extension of time upon other parties on the same side 

When one party receives an extension of time under division (B)(2) of this rule, the 
extension shall apply to all other parties on that side, and no other party on that side 
may file to obtain another extension of time. The Clerk shall refuse to file a request 
or stipulation for extension of time by a party when another party on the same side 
has already obtained an extension of time. 

Effective Date: June 1, 1994 
Amended: April 1, 1996; April 28, 1997; July 1, 2004; October 1, 2005; January 1, 2008; January 1, 201 0; 
January 1, 2013; March 1, 2019: March 1, 2020 



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
GENERAL DIVISION 
LA WREN CE COUNTY, OHIO 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF 
SUPERINTENDENCE16THROUGH 
16.25 

LOCAL RULE 3 7 

Amendments to the Rules of Superintendence for the Court of Ohio, Sup.R. 16 through 

16.25, were adopted by the Supreme Court effective January 1, 2020. The amendments require 

courts that use mediation to adopt a local rule or, if a rule already exists, revise the existing local 

rule to comply with the amendments. 

In accordance therewith, Rule 3 7 of the Rules of Practice for the Lawrence County Court 

of Common Pleas General Division shall be amended as follows: 

Rule 37 MEDIATION 

1. Uniform Mediation Act and Definitions: The R.C. 2710 "Uniform Mediation Act" 
(UMA), including all definitions found in R.C. 2710.01, are incorporated by reference 
and adopted by this court through this local rule. 

2. Cases Eligible for Mediation: 

(a) General. The court has discretion to encourage parties to use mediation in any civil 
action filed in this court. A case may be submitted to mediation as provided in this rule. 
The court may issue an order on its own motion, upon the motion of counsel, upon the 
request of a party, or upon referral by the mediator. 

(b) Exceptions. Mediation is prohibited in the following: 

(i) As an alternative to the prosecution or adjudication of domestic violence; 

(ii) In determining whether to grant, modify, or terminate a protection order; 

(iii) In determining the terms and conditions of a protection order; 

(iv) In determining the penalty for violation of a protection order. 



( c) Nothing in this division shall prohibit the use of mediation in a subsequent divorce or 
custody case, even though that case may result in the termination of the provisions of a 
protection order. 

3. Confidentiality: 

(a) Except as provided in sections 121.22 and 149.43 of the Revised Code, mediation 
communications are confidential to the extent agreed by the parties or provided by other 
sections of the Revised Code or rules adopted under any section of the Revised Code. 
Parties desiring confidentiality of mediation communications shall advise the mediator as 
soon as practical and all mediation participants shall execute any confidentiality agreement 
prior to the start of mediation. 

(b) By participating in mediation, a nonparty participant, as defined by R.C. 2710.0l(D), 
submits to the Court's jurisdiction to the extent necessary for enforcement of this rule. Any 
nonparty participant shall have the rights and duties under this rule as are attributed to 
parties, except that no evidence privilege shall be expanded. 

4. The parties to a case, their counsel and persons who have authority to resolve the case shall 
appear at the mediation. 

5. Failure to appear at a scheduled mediation may subject the offending person or company 
to sanctions as the court deems appropriate. 

Pursuant to Rule of Superintendence 5(A)(2), Adoption of Local Rules, courts shall 

provide appropriate notice and an opportunity to comment on a proposed rule before it is adopted. 

Accordingly, the court hereby provides notice that the amendment to Local Rule 3 7 shall go into 

effect on February 1, 2020, and the time to offer comments upon the proposed rule shall close at 

4:00 p.m. on January 24, 2020. 

Andrew P. Ballard 
Judge 

Christen N. Finley 
Judge 



Rule 37 MEDIATION 

1. Uniform Mediation Act and Definitions: The R.C. 2710 "Uniform Mediation Act" 
(UMA), including all definitions found in R.C. 2710.01, are incorporated by reference 
and adopted by this court through this local rule. 

2. Cases Eligible for Mediation: 

(a) General. The court has discretion to encourage parties to use mediation in any civil 
action filed in this court. A case may be submitted to mediation as provided in this rule. 
The court may issue an order on its own motion, upon the motion of counsel, upon the 
request of a party, or upon referral by the mediator. 

(b) Exceptions. Mediation is prohibited in the following: 

(i) As an alternative to the prosecution or adjudication of domestic violence; 

(ii) In determining whether to grant, modify, or terminate a protection order; 

(iii) In determining the terms and conditions of a protection order; 

(iv) In determining the penalty for violation of a protection order. 

(c) Nothing in this division shall prohibit the use of mediation in a subsequent divorce or 
custody case, even though that case may result in the termination of the provisions of a 
protection order. 

3. Confidentiality: 

(a) Except as provided in sections 121.22 and 149.43 of the Revised Code, mediation 
communications are confidential to the extent agreed by the parties or provided by other 
sections of the Revised Code or rules adopted under any section of the Revised Code. 
Parties desiring confidentiality of mediation communications shall advise the mediator as 
soon as practical and all mediation participants shall execute any confidentiality agreement 
prior to the start of mediation. 

(b) By participating in mediation, a nonparty participant, as defined by R.C. 2710.0l(D), 
submits to the Court's jurisdiction to the extent necessary for enforcement of this rule. Any 
nonparty participant shall have the rights and duties under this rule as are attributed to 
parties, except that no evidence privilege shall be expanded. 

4. The parties to a case, their counsel and persons who have authority to resolve the case shall 
appear at the mediation. 



5. Failure to appear at a scheduled mediation may subject the offending person or company 
to sanctions as the court deems appropriate. 

6. Mediator Training and Education: A mediator shall meet the qualifications of, and comply 
with, all training requirements of Sup.R. 16.23 and adopted pursuant to Sup.R. 16.22 
governing mediators and mediation. 

7. Mediator Selection and Assignment: The following methods may be used to determine the 
mediator for the case: 

(a) The court may assign a court mediator to mediate; 

(b) The court may randomly assign a mediator to the case from the court's roster of 
approved mediators; 

( c) Specific appointments may be made by the court taking into consideration the 
qualifications, skills, expertise and caseload of the mediator, in addition to the type, 
complexity and requirements of the case; 

(d) Parties may select a mediator from the court's roster, if any; 

( e) Parties may request leave to select a mediator without guidance from the court. The 
court shall not be responsible for the quality of a mediator selected by the parties 
without guidance from the court and who does not meet the qualifications, education 
and training requirements set forth in section 6 above. 

8. Stay of Proceedings: All remaining court orders shall continue in effect. No order is stayed 
or suspended during the mediation process except by written court order. Mediation shall 
not stay discovery, which may continue through the mediation process in accordance with 
the applicable rules and scheduling order, unless agreed upon by the parties and approved 
by the court. 

9 Fees and Costs: The Court may impose upon costs and fees upon the parties for mediation. 
If there is a fee for mediation, unless otherwise agreed by the parties, the mediation fees 
shall be shared equally. Mediation shall not be ordered where a party is indigent unless 
mediation is available at no cost to the indigent party. 


