[bookmark: _GoBack]From: Fred Vierow [mailto:fvierow@columbus.rr.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2014 10:29 AM
To: Alan Norris ; Allan Asbury; Andrea Kulikowski; Chris Painter; Corey Schaal; Curtis John Ambrosy; David Carr Greer; David Stebenne; Diana Mercer ; Donald Schweller; Erin N. Waltz (erin.waltz@sc.ohio.gov); Frank Melhorn; Fred Vierow; Gary J. Leppla; Harold Paddock; Hon Deborah Ann Alspach; Hon. Ellen Connally; Hon. James C. Cissell; Hon. Judith Lanzinger; Hon. Terence P. Kemp; Hon. Thomas J. Grady; Hon. Thomas Swift; Hon. William Rickett ; Jackie Barton; James Davis; James K. Cutright; James Robenalt; John David Holschuh Jr.; John F. Winkler; John VanNorman; Jonathan Hollingsworth; Kalpana Yalamanchili; Kathleen A. Stoneman; Keith Ashmus; Linden Joe Beck; Lori G. Nuckolls; Merle F. Wilberding; Mindi Wells ; Richard H. Wallace; Richard Simpson; Sonya S. Jindal; Steve Hollon; Steven Steinglass; Susan Locke; Ted Prasse; Terence E. Scanlon; Tim Loughry; Tom Unverferth
Subject: April 22nd Meeting of the Committee to Organize an Ohio Courts Historical Society

To:      Members of the Committee to Organize an Ohio Courts Historical Society
From:  Tom Unverferth, Chair

           The purpose of the meeting on April 22nd was to discuss the Chief Justice's proposal to create an Ohio Supreme Court Advisory Task Force on Ohio Courts historical matters and to act in regard to the proposal.  Minutes of the meeting are below for your detailed review.

          After a presentation on the Chief's proposal by Corey Schaal of the Office of the Administrative Director of the Supreme Court, there was a Committee discussion. A motion was unanimously adopted to accept the Court's proposal to create a Supreme Court Task Force with the goal of issuing a report within one year with a recommendation to create a Supreme Court sponsored nonprofit corporation on the History of Ohio Courts (courts, judges, attorneys, etc.) and as the motion was amended, to encourage the Court to make the Task Force appointments by June 1, 2014.

          The Chief Justice will name members of the Task Force.  Members of a the COOCHS who wish to be considered for appointment to the Task Force should to express that interest as quickly as possible by contacting Corey Schaal at the Supreme Court either by email at < corey.schaal@sc.ohio.gov > or by phone at (614) 387-9505. 

         At the conclusion of the meeting it was announced that based upon adoption of the motion, the Committee would cease to meet at the present time. Ted Prasse suggested that the group could always make a decision to reconvene in the future, if necessary.

          On behalf of the members at this meeting, the undersigned expresses high appreciation for all the efforts of those who participated in the workings of this Committee. The Committee labored long and hard toward the establishment of a courts historical society in Ohio. Some persons at the meeting were those who were involved with the project from an early date.

          If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me, Tom Unverferth, by email at < tunverferth@bright.net > or by phone at (419) 523-4919.

Tom Unverferth 
Chair
Committee to Organize an Ohio Courts Historical Society

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Minutes
Committee to Organize an Ohio Courts Historical Society
Meeting at 1:30PM, Tuesday, April 22, 2014
Thomas J. Moyer Ohio Judicial Center
Taft Map Room – Room 108

Present: Judge Jim Cissell (phone), Terry Kemp, Andrea Kulikowski, Judge John McCormac, Frank Melhorn, Ted Prasse (phone), Terry Scanlon, Corey Schaal, Donald Schweller (phone), David Stebenne, Steven Steinglass (phone), Judge Tom Unverferth, Fred Vierow, Erin Waltz and Merle Wilberding.

I.          PRELIMINARY MATTERS:

Judge Tom Unverferth called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.

II.        NEW BUSINESS: REVISED SUPREME COURT PROPOSAL: 

1. Proposal to create a Supreme Court of Ohio Task Force on the Ohio Courts Historical Society
Mr. Schaal reported on a new proposal being offered by the Court.  Mr. Schaal explained that previously he had met with Judge Unverferth and Fred Vierow on March 18th to discuss an earlier proposal offered by Chief Justice O’Connor and Administrative Director Steven C. Hollon.  Originally, the Court had intended to propose creating an Advisory Committee on the History of Ohio Courts.  This was seen as desirable as an Advisory Committee can be created solely by the Chief Justice without the need of the approval of a majority of the Court.  In the interim, between the meeting on March 18th and the meeting today, the Chief Justice had decided to alternatively propose the creation of a Task Force, with a one year timeline, which would examine the issues involved with, and make a recommendation to the Court for, the creation of a non-profit entity, sponsored by the Supreme Court of Ohio, which would focus on the history of courts, judges and attorneys in the State of Ohio.  The benefit to this proposal not only included the ease of establishing the Task Force, similarly to an Advisory Committee in that it can be created solely by the Chief Justice without the need of the approval of a majority of the Court, but would result in the creation of a non-profit entity with the official support of the Supreme Court of Ohio.  Additionally, the set deadline of issuing a report containing a recommendation within one year would not only offer a sense of finality, but would also establish a clear path ahead for the establishment of a non-profit which would have the “imprimatur” of the Court.  The report issued by the Task Force would identify the goals, initial projects and make plans for the operation of the non-profit organization – an Ohio Courts Historical Society.

1. Reaction to Proposal
The members of the committee offered various feedback on the new proposal. Terry Kemp and Fred Vierow inquired whether the scope of the proposed society would be inclusive of the Federal Courts in Ohio. Mr. Vierow raised the issue that the earliest courts in Ohio were only the federal courts, prior to the establishment of the state. In response, it was discussed that, while probably open to such inclusion, it would have to be a topic of discussion for the members of the Task Force. As this could potentially impact the make-up of the Task Force, Mr. Schaal indicated that he would raise this with the Administration to make this concern known.

In response to a question regarding the make-up of the membership of the Task Force, Mr. Schaal referenced both the Court’s Guidelines for the Creation and Operation of Supreme Court Boards, Commissions, Advisory Committees and Task Forces and the Guidelines for Supreme Court Task Forces, which were provided to those in attendance at this meeting. Under the guidelines, a Task Force is to be comprised of approximately 10 – 25 members, appointed by the Chief Justice, and representative of the gender, racial, ethnic, political and geographic diversity of the state.

Frank Melhorn indicated that one of the initial questions that the proposed Task Force would need to consider is what type of operational structure the resulting non-profit would take. He offered that the two main models which the non-profit could follow would be to either establish an organization with an open membership of dues-paying members who receive some benefit from their membership or to create an entity with a small appointed membership that pay no dues but offer guidance and direction to projects to be undertaken by the Court in the area of court history, such as making portraits of the Justices available to the local courts.

Judge McCormac offered that efforts should be made to avoid the non-profit from serving political agendas and that it should be a servant of the public interest. In response, Mr. Schaal indicated that the current Court is not perceived as being “Political,” but that the Court may have been perceived more than 30 years ago as a partisan place. However, it was offered that checks and balances could be established to help ensure that any organization refrain from “revisionist” history. It was mentioned that by examining the efforts in Texas and the other 15 or so states with historical societies or bodies that safeguards could be identified.

1. Motion in Support of the Proposal

After a lengthy discussion, David Stebenne made a motion that the committee accepts the Courts proposal to create a Task Force with the goal of issuing a report with a recommendation on the creation of a Supreme Court sponsored non-profit focused on the History of Ohio Courts (courts, judges, attorneys, etc…). The motion was seconded by Merle Wilberding with a third offered by Ted Prasse. Fred Vierow offered a friendly amendment that the motion support the appointment of members to the Task Force by June 1st. After discussion, the amendment was amended to reflect that the committee supports the speedy creation of the Task Force. With no further discussion, the motion was unanimously adopted by all those committee members present at the meeting – with the exception of Don Schweller who had to end his participation in the meeting via conference call.

Mr. Schaal indicated that he would report back to the Chief Justice and to the Administration on the decision made by the group.

IV.      OTHER BUSINESS:

There was no additional business to discuss.  Judge Unverferth indicated that the committee would cease to meet at the present time with the endorsement of the proposal offered by the Court.  There was some discussion and Ted Prasse offered that the group could always make the decision to reconvene in the future, if necessary.

Mr. Schaal indicated that he would be interested in learning of those present individuals interested in possibly serving on the future Task Force.  If they had a desire to be considered, then they could contact him in the near future.

VI.     ADJOURNMENT:

With there being no further business to come before the committee, the committee adjourned at 3:50 p.m.


