Practice Pending Admission During the Admissions Process

On May 13, 2020, the Court announced that Gov. Bar R. I, Sec. 19, Practice Pending Admission
During the Admission to the Practice of Law Process (PPA) shall be expanded to allow recent law
school graduates to apply to the Court for temporary supervised practice. Applications for PPA
will be available on the Office of Bar Admissions website as of June 1, 2020. The Office of Bar
Admissions will begin accepting PPA applications as early as Monday, June 15, 2020. Please
refer to the Court’s order, dated May 14, 2020:

In re July 2020 Bar Examination and expansion of PPA order.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.

Who is eligible to submit a PPA application?

An applicant must satisfy the following requirements: 1) must be a December 2019 or 2020
graduate of an ABA accredited law school; 2) must satisfy the provisions of Gov. Bar R.
I, Sec. 1-3 and have a Registration Application and Application to take the July 2020
administration of the bar exam already submitted to the Office of Bar Admissions; 3) must
receive from the Board of Commissioners on Character and Fitness (Board) final approval
of the applicant’s character, fitness , and moral qualifications to practice; 4) must not have
failed a bar examination in Ohio or any other jurisdiction.

When can an applicant apply for PPA?

An applicant must receive final character and fitness approval from the Board before
submitting an application for PPA. PPA applications will be available online as of June 1,
2020. The Office of Bar Admissions will begin accepting PPA applications as early as
Monday, June 15, 2020.

How does an applicant receive final approval from the Board?
Once an applicant receives provisional approval from the local bar association, the Office
of Bar Admissions will submit the applicant for final Board approval.

When will an applicant know they received final character and fitness approval?

The Office of Bar Admissions will send notice to the applicant informing them of the
Board’s decision. The Board will be reviewing applicant files and issuing final approvals
on a continuing basis. If the Board issues final approval, the application materials and
instructions for PPA will be provided. If an applicant does not receive final approval, the
applicant will be notified and provided further information.

When does PPA terminate?

PPA terminates upon one of the following: 1) on the Monday after the distribution of the
results of the October 2020 Bar Examination if the applicant was unsuccessful; 2) if the
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10.

11.

applicant was successful on the October 2020 Bar Examination, the PPA shall continue in
effect until they are admitted to the practice of law in Ohio as long as the applicant is
admitted to the practice of law in Ohio within twelve months following the examination.
If the applicant is not admitted within twelve months of the October 2020 Bar Examination,
PPA will automatically terminate; 3) if the applicant withdraws or does not sit for the
October 2020 Bar Examination; 4) upon the Board revoking final approval; 5) on the date
the applicant is no longer practicing under the supervision of an active Ohio attorney in
good standing.

What can an applicant do under PPA?

An applicant can enter appearances, draft legal documents and pleadings, provide legal
services to clients, engage in settlement discussions, and provide other counsel consistent
with the practice of law in Ohio.

Who may act as a supervising attorney?

The Supervising Attorney must be an active Ohio attorney in good standing, who has been
licensed in Ohio for at least three years. If an applicant is having trouble locating a
supervising attorney, they may contact the lawyer to lawyer mentoring program at
lawyertolawyer@sc.ohio.gov or they may contact either the Ohio State Bar Association or
their local bar association.

Does this affect an applicant’s legal intern license?

If an applicant has been issued a Certified Legal Intern License, they are still subject to the
rules and requirements of Gov. Bar R. 2 if active in that capacity.

How should papers filed with a Court be signed?

In addition to the PPA’s name and attorney registration number, the supervising attorney’s
name and attorney registration number shall appear on all papers filed with a Court.

How does an applicant know their PPA application was approved?

Upon acceptance of a PPA application, the applicant will be issued an Ohio attorney
registration number and will be designated as “Practice Pending Admission” in the attorney
directory maintained by the Office of Attorney Services. The Office of Bar Admissions
will send a certificate notifying you of your attorney registration number.

What should an applicant do if they become subject to criminal charges or to a
disciplinary investigation or sanction in any jurisdiction while authorized to practice
pending admission?

The applicant shall notify the Office of Disciplinary Counsel and the Office of Bar
Admissions.
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12. What is the fee for PPA?
There is no fee to apply for PPA.

13. Is the applicant under a continuing duty to update the information contained in their
applications after being granted PPA status?

Yes, an applicant is under a continuing duty to update their application until admitted to
the practice of law.

14. Are there Attorney Registration or CLE requirements pursuant to Rules VI or X of
the Rules Governing the Bar?

No, these requirements do not exist until fully admitted to the practice of law in Ohio.



