PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE

SUPREME COURT RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BAR OF OHIO


Comments Requested:  The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments until April 13, 2010 on the following proposed amendments to the Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio.  Comments on the proposed amendments should be submitted in writing to:  Michelle Hall, Attorney Services Counsel, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, 5th Floor, Columbus, Ohio  43215-3431, or Michelle.Hall@sc.ohio.gov not later than April 13, 2010.  Please include your full name and mailing address in any comments submitted by e-mail.

Key to Proposed Amendment:

1.
Original language of the rule appears as regular typescript.

2.
Language to be deleted appears thus.

3.
Language to be added appears thus.

RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BAR OF OHIO

***
RULE VI.  REGISTRATION OF ATTORNEYS 

* * *
Section 5. Failure to Register; Late Registration Fee; Summary Suspension;

Reinstatement.

(A) An attorney who fails to file a Certificate of Registration and pay the fee required by this rule on or before the date on which it becomes due, but does so within sixty days of that date, shall be assessed a late registration fee of fifty dollars. The late registration fee shall be in addition to the applicable registration fee.

(B) An attorney who fails to file a Certificate of Registration and pay the fees required by this rule either on a timely basis or within the late registration period provided for in division (A) of this section shall be notified of apparent noncompliance by the Office of Attorney Services. The Office of Attorney Services shall send the notice of apparent noncompliance by regular mail to the attorney at the most recent address provided by the attorney to the Office of Attorney Services. The notice shall inform the attorney that he or she will be summarily suspended from the practice of law in Ohio and not entitled to practice law in Ohio unless, on or before the date set forth in the notice, the attorney either files evidence of compliance with the requirements of this rule or comes into compliance. If the attorney does not file evidence of compliance or come into compliance on or before the date set forth in the notice, the attorney shall be summarily suspended from the practice of law in Ohio. The Office of Attorney Services shall record the suspension on the roll of attorneys and send notice of the suspension by certified mail to the attorney at the most recent address provided by the attorney to the Office of Attorney Services. The Supreme Court Reporter shall publish notice of the suspension in the Ohio Official Reports and the Ohio State Bar Association Report.

(C) An attorney who is summarily suspended under this section shall not practice law in Ohio; hold himself or herself out as authorized to practice law in Ohio; hold nonfederal judicial office in Ohio; occupy a nonfederal position in this state in which the attorney is called upon to give legal advice or counsel or to examine the law or pass upon the legal effect of any act, document, or law; be employed in the Ohio judicial system in a position required to be held by an attorney; or practice before any nonfederal court or agency in this state on behalf of any person except himself or herself. A summarily suspended attorney who fails to comply with this provision may be referred for investigation of the unauthorized practice of law under Gov. Bar R. VII.
(D) An attorney who is summarily suspended under this section may be reinstated to the practice of law by applying for reinstatement with the Office of Attorney Services, complying with the requirements of Section 1 of this rule, including payment of the applicable registration fee, and paying a reinstatement fee of three hundred dollars. The Office of Attorney Services shall send notice of reinstatement to an attorney who meets the conditions for reinstatement and shall record the reinstatement on the roll of attorneys. The Supreme Court Reporter shall publish notice of the reinstatement in the Ohio Official Reports and the Ohio State Bar Association Report. 

* * *
[Not analogous to former Rule VI, effective February 28, 1972; amended effective January 1, 

1981; November 17, 1982; July 1, 1983; May 13, 1985, July 1, 1986; January 1, 1989; July 1, 1991; September 1, 1991; January 1, 1992; July 1, 1992; July 1, 1993; January 1, 1995; July 1,          1995; November 1, 1995; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1999; November 28, 2000; June 1, 2002; August 19, 2002; November 1, 2002; July 1, 2003; July 1, 2005, September 1, 2005; July 1, 2007; September 1, 2007; January 1, 2008; May 1, 2009; __________,  2010.]

