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WHITMORE, Presiding Judge.

{11} Defendant-Appellant, Jason West, appeas from the judgment of the Summit
County Court of Common Pleas, denying his petition for post-conviction relief. This Court
dismisses his attempted appeal because it is not taken from afinal order.

l.

{12} Mr. West pleaded guilty to severa crimes and was sentenced to a total of ten
years of imprisonment. He filed a direct appeal, raising several assignments of error for our
review. While that appeal remained pending before this Court, Mr. West filed severa pro se
motions with the trial court, including: (1) a motion to have his attorney removed from the case;
(2) amotion for appointment of counsel; (3) a motion for expert assistance; and (4) a motion to
withdraw his guilty plea. Mr. West aso filed atimely pro se petition for post-conviction relief.

Thetria court summarily denied each of these filings in a one-sentence judgment entry.



{13} Mr. West appealed the trial court’s decision. The State moved to dismiss the
appeal on the basis that the trial court’s judgment entry denying Mr. West’s petition for post-
conviction relief did not contain the statutorily required findings of fact and conclusions of law.
The State, therefore, argued that the trial court’s judgment entry was not a final, appealable
order. In response, Mr. West requested that this Court either rule on his petition for post-
conviction relief, or order the trial court to issue findings of fact and conclusions of law so asto
render itsjudgment entry afinal, appealable order.

{114} This Court issued a Magistrate's Order deferring our decison on the State's
motion to dismiss until the final disposition of the appeal. The basis for this Court’s order was
that the judgment entry from which Mr. West appealed also denied other motions, including a
motion to withdraw his guilty plea, which did not require findings of fact and conclusions of law
in order to be fina and appealable. The order also indicated that the docketing statement
suggested that Mr. West’'s appeal involved more than just an appea from the denial of his
petition for post-conviction relief.

{15} Having now reviewed the briefing in this matter, it is clear that Mr. West has only
challenged the denia of his petition for post-conviction relief. There is no dispute that the tria
court’s judgment entry denying Mr. West's petition did not contain the required findings of fact
and conclusions of law. See R.C. 2953.21(C) (“If the court dismisses the petition [for post-
conviction relief], it shall make and file findings of fact and conclusions of law with respect to
such dismissal.”). As aresult, the trial court’s judgment entry is not a final, appealable order
with respect to its denial of Mr. West’s petition for post-conviction relief. Sate v. Beard, 9th
Dist. Lorain No. 07CA 009240, 2008-Ohio-3722, 1 2, citing Sate v. Mapson, 1 Ohio St.3d 217,

218 (1982); Sate ex rel. Ferrell v. Clark, 13 Ohio St.3d 3, 3 (1984) (“A judgment entry filed



without these findings isincomplete, and is not afinal, appealable order.”). Mr. West’'s appeal is
dismissed on that basis.
.
{16} Thetria court’s judgment entry in this case is not a final, appealable order as it
relates to the denial of Mr. West's petition for post-conviction relief. Mr. West's appeal is
dismissed.

Appeal dismissed.

Immediately upon the filing hereof, this document shall constitute the journal entry of
judgment, and it shall be file stamped by the Clerk of the Court of Appeals at which time the
period for review shall begin to run. App.R. 22(C). The Clerk of the Court of Appeals is
instructed to mail a notice of entry of this judgment to the parties and to make a notation of the
mailing in the docket, pursuant to App.R. 30.

Costs taxed to Appellant.
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