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KATHLEEN ANN KEOUGH, J.:

{11} In 2012, defendant-appellant, Edwardlee Johnson, was indicted for the
murder of Carlos Coates. He was charged with one count each of aggravated murder,
murder, and two counts of felonious assault, with each count also containing a notice of
prior conviction, repeat violent offender specifications and one- and three-year firearm
specifications. He was aso charged with having a weapon while under disability.
Johnson waived hisright to ajury trial on the weapon while under disability count and the
notice of prior conviction and repeat violent offender specifications. The remaining
counts and specifications were tried before the jury, where the following evidence was
heard.

{12} Cleveland police officer Carma Crosby testified that she was working with
officer Greg King in the early morning hours of June 12, 2012, when they responded to a
call for females fighting in the area of East 169th, Grovewood, and Ozark Streets. When
they arrived, they were flagged down by a female, later identified as Dionne Green
(“Green™), who told them her cousin had been shot. The officers then called for EMS.
According to Crosby, Green stated during her on-scene interview that either “Ed or
Capone’ shot her cousin.

{113} Also responding to the call for females fighting was Cleveland police officer
Edward Csoltko. He testified he saw a male, who was identified as Carlos Coates, lying

in the doorway of the house. As he looked for shell casings around the house, Csoltko



found a car key underneath the bushes in the front of the house that belonged to the Jeep
parked in front of the house.

{14} Homicide Detective Melvin Smith responded to a call for a male shot on East
169th Street in Cleveland. He testified that he spoke with the responding officers,
investigated the scene, and conducted on-scene interviews with Green and Joe Fussell
(“Fussell”). As aresult of those interviews, he learned the names of potential witnesses
and suspects including, Tamera Coleman, “Capone,” “Ed,” and “Leon,” whose street
name was “Light Skin.”

{15} After completing the investigation of the crime scene, he and partner,
Detective Sandoval wanted to interview Peter Council, the owner of the Jeep Liberty that
was parked at the crime scene.  While in route to speak with Council, Detective Sandoval
received a call from “Capone,” whose real name is Miekal Gale. They learned that Gale
was at University Hospitals and wanted to speak with them.

{16} According to Detective Smith, Council was surprised to see homicide
detectives at his door and that his vehicle was involved in any situation. However, Smith
testified that it appeared that Council already knew that his vehicle was not with Gale,
who was the person he lent it to last. As a result of the interview with Council, Smith
learned Council received instructions by Gale to report the car stolen. Smith further
learned that both Gale and Tamera Coleman lived in the same apartment complex as

Council.



{917} After interviewing Council, they went to Gale and Coleman’s apartment and
located Coleman. Smith described Coleman’s appearance as being a “rough state of
being, hair all over her head, somewhat intox[icated], and lethargic.” Coleman indicated
to Smith that she expected to see them and agreed to go down to the Justice Center for
guestioning.

{18} Smith testified that Coleman was dishonest with them during questioning,
specifically that she did not know of anyone named “Ed.” After Coleman was advised of
her constitutional rights, she agreed to continue talking with them, but the interview was
terminated because Coleman continued being dishonest with them; Coleman was arrested.

{119} About an hour later, Smith learned that Coleman wanted to speak to him
again. During this interview, Coleman stated she wanted to be honest and admitted that
she knew “Ed,” and that she considered him as her brother because of his relationship
with her deceased brother. She further admitted that Gale was her live-in boyfriend, a
fact which she previously denied.

{110} A few days after the interview with Green, Smith learned that “Light
Skin's’ real name was Leon Howard. He also learned that Fussell was not honest with
him at the crime scene about his whereabouts that morning. Smith further testified that
Fussell, Howard, and Gale all avoided giving the detectives a formal statement, and when
Galefinaly met with detectives, he was uncooperative, and his attorney was present.

{111} According to Smith, Howard was difficult to locate. It was not until Smith

learned that Howard' s father was aretired police officer and made contact with him were



they able to interview Howard. This occurred in the winter of 2012 — six months after
the murder.

{1112} Green tedtified that Coates was her second cousin but “like a brother.”
During her testimony, Green identified the witnesses to Coates's death. Coleman is the
mother of Green's niece and had been dating and living with Gale. Green stated she
knew Coleman for “years’ and only knew Gale for one week prior to Coates's murder.
Green aso identified Fussell and Howard as friends, whom she knew for years. Green
denied knowing Johnson.

{9113} Green described the events leading up to Coates's death. She testified that
earlier in the evening on June 11, 2012, she was at her house with Coleman, Howard, and
Coates. They planned on going out while Coates stayed home to watch her and
Coleman’s children.

{114} As the evening progressed, Coleman and Green started “bickering” about
“the past” and about Coleman “turning tricks’ out of Green’s house. Coates started
getting involved in the conversation, which caused Coates and Green to exchange words.
Although Green believed that they were “just playing around,” a pushing and slapping
match began between the two, with Coates initiating the first contact and then Green
hitting him with a shoe.

{9115} During this commotion, Coleman told Coates to stop hitting Green or she
would “kick his ass.” Coates pushed Coleman against the wall and she was in his face

and hitting him. Coates hit Coleman back, which prompted her to start yelling that he



“wanted to fight like a bitch,” so she was going to call her “brother.” Coleman was
heard on the phone screaming about Green and Coates.

{1116} After the phone call, Green, Coleman, and Howard went to a bar, where
Green and Coleman talked about the fight with Coates. During this conversation,
Coleman received a telephone call and went into the bathroom to take the call. When
Coleman did not come out of the bathroom, Green went into the bathroom and Coleman
was dtill on the phone talking to someone who Green testified she did not know.
According to Green, Coleman was “angry and hostile.” After Green told her not to call
anyone to her house, Coleman became “real hostile, eager, and mean.” When questioned
later by the police, Green told them that Coleman was talking on the phone with “Ed” and
that she learned from Coleman that he was coming to Cleveland from Akron. “Ed’ was
identified as Johnson.

{9117} They left the bar and Howard drove them to a gas station to find some drugs.

Green testified that she left Howard's car and went across the street. \When she came
back, she saw Gale, Coleman, Howard, and Fussell standing near Gale's vehicle.
Coleman sat inside Gale's vehicle, and Green sat in the front seat of Howard's car where
she and Howard smoked with Fussell.

{9118} When they arrived back at Green’s house, Coates was standing on the front
lawn of her house upset because no one brought him cigarettes. Green then walked up to
the corner of Grovewood and East 169th Streets where Fussell had parked his truck.

Green stated that after Coleman and Gale arrived, Coleman was upset with her because



Fussell wasthere. Green testified that Coleman kept “walking up on her,” so, “I hit her,”
which caused them to start fighting in the street.  While they were fighting, Green saw a
man walking toward her house, on the other side of the street. She stated she did not
recognize the man, but described him as being “light-skinned, tall, dark clothing” and it
“looked like he had something on his hip.” Green initially though the man was coming
to help, but about five seconds after the man walked by, she heard a gunshot. Green was
able to break free from Coleman, and ran to her house with Coleman following.

{1119} Green stated that when she got to her house, she saw Gale pacing back and
forth in front of her house looking for his car key, and saw Coates lying in the doorway.
Green testified that she knew Coates was injured, but just thought he was
“knocked-out,” and she did not at that time associate the gunshot with Coates' sinjury. In
fact, she tried lifting Coates to wake him.  When she did this, Coleman approached her,
said some words to her, and then hit her.

{9120} After this altercation, Coleman, her children, and Gale left, and Green ran to
call for help. On the porch of her friend's house, Green saw Howard for the first time
since the gunshot was heard. Green testified that she used his phone, over his protest, to
call 911. However, a police cruiser was driving up the street, so she flagged down the
cruiser.

{9121} Green testified that the unidentified man she saw walking was not Howard
because of the male's walk. She further admitted that when she gave her initia

interview to the police at the scene, she did not tell them about the unidentified man



walking down the street before she heard the gunshot. According to Green, she never
saw the unidentified man again.

{9122} Fussdll testified that he grew up with Coates, Coleman, and Green; he did
not know Gale or Johnson, and met Howard for the first time in the early morning of June
12, 2012, after receiving a phone call from Green, who wanted money so she could buy
PCP. Hetestified that he rode his bicycle to the gas station and when he got there, both
Coleman and Green got out of Howard's car. Green then went to a friend’s house on
another street.  While he waited for Green, Coleman had some words with him, and then
she got into a Jeep that pulled up at the gas station. After Green returned, he, Green, and
Howard smoked a PCP cigarette, and Green invited him back to her house.

{9123} Fussell testified that he went home and then drove his truck to Green's
house. When he drove by her house, he saw Coates standing in the driveway.
According to Fussell, Coates had a serious look on his face like something was wrong.
Fussell spoke briefly with Coates, who told him to “watch out for that car right there,”
pointing at a car parked up the street. After Fussell parked his truck on the corner of
East 169th and Grovewood Streets, Green walked up to the corner. Fussell testified that
Coleman arrived, jumped out of the Jeep, and immediately started fighting with Green.

{9124} Fussell testified that when he heard Coleman and Green fighting, he was
going to get out of histruck, but he saw somebody walk by the passenger side of his truck
— “like cocking a gun or something.” He described the person as a male who was a

little taller and heavier than him; and his skin complexion was a little lighter than his



own. Fussell stated that he was aware of the gun because “I had guns before. | don't
know, you just — | just seen the gun. | seen him cock it or playing with it, whatever he
was doing. He tucked it. He walked down the side of the house. Then a few minutes
later, | had heard a gunshot.”

{1125} Fussell stated that after he heard the gunshot, he ducked down in his truck.
When he looked up, he saw Coleman leaving the house with her children. According to
Fussell, Green was upset stating that she could not “believe this girl brought this shit to
her house. | can’t believe she did this.” After Green told him that Coates “was knocked
out or something,” Fussell tried to wake him up. As he was “tapping” at Coates, Fussell
noticed ared mark on Coates's eye, like somebody had punched him.

{9126} On cross-examination, Fussell admitted he did not give an officia statement
to the police until he was arrested in January 2013, even though he knew homicide
detectives wanted to speak with him about Coates's murder. He stated that he did not
want to get involved because he had no business being there that evening.

{9127} Leon Howard (“Howard”) testified he knew Coates for about a year and
Green for two or three years. He “knew of” Fussell, but testified that he did not know
Coleman, Johnson, or Gale.

{9128} On the evening of June 11, 2012, Howard went to Green’s house to pick up
some belongings. When he arrived, Coleman and Coates were already there. Howard,
although uncertain at times as his testimony progressed, stated that everyone was drinking

but not getting along. He stated that Coleman, Green, and Coates were “al at each



other” — with Coleman and Green arguing and then Coleman and Coates physically
fighting. Howard stated that when Coleman started hitting Coates, he had to break them
up, and then suggested they go to the bar.

{1129} Howard stated that he could see Coleman and Green were still arguing at the
bar. According to Howard, the girls kept running in and out of the bathroom and
Coleman was making calls to “ Capone and to the defendant.” When asked how he knew
Coleman was calling Johnson, he responded, “cuz she was mad” and because “[Coates]
had hit her.” Howard further testified that Coleman was texting someone who was
“coming up from Akron.”

{130} Howard testified that they left the bar around 2:00 am. and went to a gas
station where Coleman was meeting Gale, but later testified that they went to the gas
station at the request of Green. Upon arriving at the gas station, Green left while
Howard and Coleman waited in the car. About 30 minutes later, Gale drove up in a Jeep
and Coleman got out of Howard's car, standing between the two vehicles. Howard
testified that he kept asking Coleman why Gale was “mugging” him, meaning staring at
him. Howard testified that he and Gale never spoke, but just stared at each other.

{131} Howard testified that while waiting for Green to return, he noticed that
Coleman had left her cell phone in his backseat and that he fielded over 20 calls from
Coates during the entire evening requesting that they bring him cigarettes. Once Green

returned to the car, they drove back to Green’s house.



{1132} When they arrived, Coates was standing in the driveway “upset” because
“they was coming to fight him.” According to Howard, Coates knew that Gale and
someone from Akron were coming to fight him because “ Coleman told Coates that before
leaving for the bar.”

{133} Howard testified that Coates told him that he was watching a black Honda
that was parked across the street up by Grovewood because “no one had gotten out the car
yet.” At this time, a Jeep pulled up, amost stopping in front of Green's house. After
Howard told Coates that Coleman was in the Jeep, Coates ran toward the Jeep, but the
driver pulled away causing Coates to chase after it. Howard testified that Coates stopped
and walked back to the driveway. As Coates walked back, Howard told him it “ain’t
seem right,” meaning “if they want to fight, they should fight.” Howard testified the
Jeep then came back down East 169th and stopped, parking right in front of Green's
driveway.

{1134} Gale stepped out of the Jeep, and according to Howard, was walking toward
where the girls were fighting. Howard testified he noticed a male wearing a hoodie
walking down the other side of the street toward Ozark Street. The male walked past
Green’s house, however when Howard noticed Gale walking toward them, he aso
noticed the male had turned around and was now walking over to them. Howard
testified that Coates, who was till on the porch, started arguing with Gale, who was

standing on the grass in front of the house. According to Howard, the male wearing the



hoodie walked up, pulled the hood off his head, and asked Coates “you remember me?”’
Howard stated he could see the mal€’' s face and identified the male as Johnson.

{135} According to Howard, Coates and Gae stopped arguing, and Coates
answered Johnson’s question. Howard testified that his cell phone started ringing, and
when he reached for his phone, Johnson pulled a gun, pointing it at Howard, who was
standing next to Coates on the porch. When Howard identified that it was only his cell
phone, Johnson pulled the trigger of the gun, but the gun jammed. According to
Howard, Johnson then ran to the bushes on the side of the house, but Gale approached
Coates and punched him the face, which started a wrestling match between them.
Howard stated that Coates and Gale were fighting for about two minutes when he heard
Gale scream and saw him fall on the grass. While not mentioning anything about a
weapon during direct examination, Howard testified on cross-examination that Coates
had a nine-inch knife and stabbed Gale.

{1136} After Gale fell, Johnson re-emerged from the bushes, raising the gun.
Howard yelled for Coates to run in the house, and as Howard ran into the house, he heard
a gunshot and saw Coates's body drop to the floor. Howard admitted that he did not see
who actually pulled the trigger and shot Coates, but denied that he shot him.

{9137} After seeing Coates fall, Howard hid by the couch and called out to Coates.
When Coates did not respond, Howard ran to the kitchen and hid by the stove, and then
ran down into the basement and hid in a corner for 15 or 20 minutes. During that time,

he could hear the kids running around upstairs and fighting between Green and Coleman.



When he did not hear any more noise coming from upstairs, Howard went out the back
door and ran through some yards toward Ozark Street. Howard testified that when he
was hiding in some bushes, he saw Gale, Coleman, and her children walking down the
street toward East 170th Street. Howard stated that he then got into his car and drove
towards East 168th Street. Although he became more uncertain later in his testimony,
Howard testified that he saw them get into a dark-colored car.

{1138} Howard testified that he drove to a friend’s house on East 168th Street and
sat on the porch of the house, until Green ran to the house crying and stating she was
scared because Coates “was dead.” Rather than going with Green back to her house,
Howard stayed on his friend’s porch and called his attorney. After advising his attorney
what had happened, he asked his attorney to call the homicide unit to see if they knew
whether Howard was there at the scene. According to Howard, his attorney called him
back and stated that they did not have his name in connection with Coates's death.
Detective Smith verified that an attorney did call about Coates' s death.

{1139} Howard admitted that he did not voluntarily speak to the police about
Coates's murder until December 2012, because he did not want to be involved. Howard
admitted that although his father is a police officer, it was not until he was being
threatened with an arrest warrant did he agree to talk to the police. Furthermore, he
stated that he did not talk to his father about the murder, but admitted that when he told
his aunt and uncle, who are also police officers, they advised him to “get rid of

[Coleman’s] cell phone” that was l€eft in his car.



{140} Miekal Gale (“Gale’) tedtified that on June 12, 2012, he had a case
pending for felonious assault and domestic violence, for which he was ultimately placed
on probation. Following the events of June 12, 2012, he was charged with obstruction of
official business, assault, and trespassing. Gale admitted that he hoped in exchange for
his testimony against Johnson, he would remain on probation, even if he pleaded guilty to
the new charges.

{141} Galetedtified that in the early afternoon of June 12, 2012, he drove Coleman
to Green's house. He then went home but later went to a strip club with a friend until
2:00 or 2:.30 am. Afterwards, he called Coleman who asked him to pick her up at a gas
station. Gale testified that Coleman’s demeanor was “calm, but drunk.” After she got
into his vehicle, Coleman told him that she and Coates had “gotten into it” and that
Coates “put his hands on her.” Gale testified that she explained the whole situation to
him and that her “brother” was coming.

{1142} Galeidentified Coleman’s “brother” as Johnson, whom he had met a couple
of times. Gale stated that he was skeptical that Johnson was really her “brother” in a
familial sense. He described his relationship with Johnson as not a personal one; he only
spoke to Johnson when he would call looking for Coleman. Gale aso denied having a
falling out with Johnson after suspecting that Johnson and Coleman’s relationship was
something more.

{1143} Gale testified that when he asked Coleman why she called Johnson, she

responded:



A: She saying he need to come [f * * k] him up. He need to learn alesson.

Q: And who is she referring to?

A: Carlos.

{1144} Galetestified that while they were driving over to Green’s house, Coleman
used his cell phone to call Johnson because she left her phone in Howard's car. Based
on those conversations, Gale testified that he had reason to believe that Johnson was on
his way from Akron, but it was not his intention to meet up with Johnson to approach
Coates or for Johnson to be his “back up.” However, on cross-examination, he testified
that he was surprised to see Johnson at Green’s house.

{1145} When they arrived at East 169th Street, Gale approached Coates, who was
sitting on the porch, and asked him what happened between him and Coleman. Gale
stated that he got upset when Coates told him to mind his own business. Gale then
walked up from the lawn and slapped Coates in the face, which caused Coates to start
“swinging back.” Gale testified that when he heard a gun cock, he turned and saw
Johnson, who was wearing a red hoodie, standing beside him on his right, but facing
Coates.

{1146} Gale started backing up towards his car when he saw Johnson cock the gun,
raise it, and pull the trigger, but the gun jammed. According to Gale, Howard ran inside
the house, but Coates “started mouthing off, saying that this is some bitch ass shit, you a

bitch ass [n***a].” He then saw Johnson go behind some bushes, and he could hear



Johnson trying to unjam the gun. Gale testified that he then heard a gunshot when he
was by the driver’ s side of hisvehicle. At that point, Gale realized he had been stabbed.

{147} Gale denied bringing a firearm to the scene or shooting Coates. He stated
that when he heard the gunshot, he ducked, and after rising up, he did not see anyone.
Gale testified that he just wanted to leave but realized he did not have his car key. When
he went by the porch to look for his key, he saw Coates laying in the doorway and thought
“that man might be dead.” But instead of checking on him, he continued looking for his
car key.

{1148} Gale tedtified that Coleman and Green came running up from the corner;
both entering the house by stepping over Coates's body. According to Gale, Coleman
and Green got into a verba altercation that turned into a scuffle by the doorway where
Coates was lying. Gale testified that Johnson drove up in a dark colored car in front of
Green's house. Both he and Johnson yelled for Coleman “to come on.” Gale testified
that because Coleman was taking so long, Johnson drove off, heading toward Ozark
Street.

{1149} Gale testified he started walking, with Coleman and the kids following him,
heading toward where Johnson was parked. After getting into Johnson’s car, he and
Johnson had a conversation about what happened.

A: | told himthat | think you shot him.

Q: All right. Does Ed respond to you?

A: Yes.



Q: What's hisreaction to that?

A: Hesadthat — he asked me did | shoot — did he shoot him. | saidit’'s
apossibility that you shot that man and that man is dead.

Q: All right. What was Ed’ s reaction to that?

A: Hesaid, | only shot onetime.

I’m sorry?

| said he only shot — fired a shot one time.

What’ s your reaction? Did you respond to that?
I’m like, I think that one shot killed him.

All right. Does Ed have areaction to that?

Yes.

What’ s he say?

That heain't mean to do it if that’s what happened.
Does Ed seem to be —

Remorseful ?

Anything like that, remorseful, sorrowful, excited, mad, glad or sad?
He didn’t seem like he was happy.

All right.

> o »2 0 » O » O »2 O » O 2 O

He seemed like he was in a — like what did | do, what did she —

kinda' like what did | get myself into. | didn’t mean for it to happen that

way.



{150} According to Gale, Coleman, who was seated in the back seat with her
children, was “hyper, pumped up.” Gale told Coleman to call and report that someone
got shot on East 169th Street. According to Gale, Coleman called the police, but she told
the police that she had been raped and that someone could be dead or shot in the East
169th area. However, Detective Smith testified that no calls were received reporting a
shooting.

{151} Galetedtified that Johnson drove about five streets away and then stopped
to retrieve the gun, which was hidden in the grass. Johnson placed the gun under the
hood of the car and drove to Gale and Coleman’s residence.

{1152} Once they returned home, Gale, athough wheezing and out of breath,
walked to a gas station to buy a cigar, peroxide, and alcohol to treat his stab wounds. He
also threw his bloody clothes into a dumpster at a nearby plaza, which were never
recovered. His brother eventually took him to University Hospitals for medical treatment
where he gave the nurse false information about his identity and hisinjuries.

{1153} Gale testified that while at the hospital, he called Detective Sandoval to tell
him what had happened so he would not “be affiliated with something he had nothing to
do with.” Gale admitted that he was motivated to call the police after he learned that
Coleman was being detained by police.

{1154} Gale admitted that when he first met with detectives, he lied that he did not
get into the vehicle with Johnson in order to protect himself. Gale also admitted he was

not truthful with his uncle, who owned the Jeep. He initiadly testified that he did not



speak to his uncle until after he was released from the hospital, but then remembered that
he spoke to him while walking home from the gas station after getting his medical
supplies. Gale testified that he told his uncle to report the Jeep stolen because he could
not find the key and it would further distance himself from the crime.

{55} On cross-examination, Gale initially denied that he spoke with Johnson
over the phone that evening. However, after being shown his cell phone records, he
admitted that he spoke to Johnson. According to his phone records, Gale called Johnson
on the evening of June 11, 2012, at 11:35 p.m. and then in the early morning hours of
June 12, 2012, at 12:14 am., 12:16 am., 12:27 am. and 12:48 am. Additionally,
according to the phone records, Gale called Coleman’s phone multiple times when she
was sitting with him in his car at the gas station even though her cell phone was in
Howard's vehicle.

{156} Dawnteasha Crumedy testified that she knew Coates for 15 to 20 years and
he is the father of one of her children. She aso stated that she had known Coleman for
over 20 years and described her as her best friend. Crumedy testified that she knew
Johnson through Coleman, and knew of him as Coleman’ s brother, which she accepted as
true. She testified that when she spoke to Coleman after Coates's death, their
conversation was not pleasant — they were hollering and screaming at each other.
Crumedy also testified that she spoke with Johnson after her conversation with Coleman,
and that he wanted to know where both Coleman and Gale were.  Johnson also wanted to

speak with her, which she agreed to arrange; however, she called the police instead.



{1157} Denise Novak, Johnson’'s fianceg, testified that on the evening of June 11,
2012, Johnson left their house to go out with his friends. She stated she could not reach
Johnson through calls or text messages that entire evening and into the early morning of
June 12, 2012, which upset her because he was out late and he was using her car, a black
Chevy Impala.

{1158} When he came home, Johnson explained to her that in the early morning on
June 12, 2012, he picked up Coleman and her children. He kept saying that Coleman
was “crazy,” “he was tired of her stuff,” and that he “didn’'t want any part of it.” On
cross-examination, she stated that Johnson did not pick them up because of Coleman
calling; rather, it was when Gale called him and asked him for aride because he could not
find his car key. She further admitted that they “have given [Gale] and [Coleman] rides
before because they always need your help to get out of stuff.”

{1159} As her testimony progressed, she stated that Johnson told her that Gale had
gotten stabbed, was having trouble breathing, and bleeding in her car. But that Johnson
never said anything to her about someone being dead. She stated that no examination
was done of her vehicle, which Detective Smith confirmed.

{1160} Novak testified that a week later, Johnson's father called stating that
Johnson was on the television regarding the murder of Coates. This was the first time,
according to Novak, that Johnson learned that someone had died. Johnson turned

himself in afew days later.



{161} Tamera Coleman (“Coleman”) testified on behalf of the State and admitted
she had been charged with the same offenses as Johnson, but entered into a deal where
she would be pleading guilty to manslaughter in exchange for testifying against Johnson.

{1162} Coleman testified that Johnson is like a brother to her, who she has known
for 10 years and whom she met through her late older brother. She further testified that
she knew Green, Coates, and Fussell for about 15 years. She stated she met Howard on
the night of the murder and that Gale was her boyfriend of three years.

{163} Coleman told the jury her version of events about the evening of June 11,
2012, and early morning of June 12. She testified that Gale had someone drive her over
to Green's house earlier in the day. Green became upset with Coates and when the
argument turned physical, Coleman broke up the fight. However, Coates started fighting
with her and then she and Green began fighting. Coleman testified that Coates put his
hands on her by punching her with his fists and she defended herself. She said she felt
disrespected and mad because she was only trying to break up a fight between him and
Green.

{1164} According to Coleman, Green wanted Coates to leave her house because of
al the fighting but he refused. Coleman wanted to leave Green's house, but Howard
refused to take her and her children home; therefore, she called Johnson. Coleman told
the jury that she told Johnson that she got into an altercation with Coates and that she

needed someone to come pick her and her children up at Green’s house.



{1165} Coleman testified that they left for the bar around 2:00 a.m. and she went to
the bar to wait for Johnson. She stated that while at the bar, she called Johnson to make
sure he was coming to pick her up, and she and Green were discussing what happened
with Coates.

{1166} During thistime, Gale had called her and was upset that she went out. She
told Gale that she got into an altercation with Coates, but that Johnson was coming to
pick h