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 IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS OF OHIO 
 
 
LATTIMORE PICKETT  : 
 

Plaintiff  : CASE NO. 2000-02755 
 

v.        : MAGISTRATE DECISION 
 

DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION  : Steven A. Larson, Magistrate 
AND CORRECTION 

 : 
Defendant           

               : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
 

{¶1} On December 27, 2001, the court rendered judgment in 

favor of plaintiff on the issue of liability.  This case is now 

before a magistrate of the court on the issue of damages.  

{¶2} On September 17, 1998, plaintiff was bitten in the face 

by a dog that had been assigned to him in conjunction with his 

duties as a dog handler in the Pound Puppy Program at Madison 

Correctional Institution (MCI).  Plaintiff was bitten on his left 

cheek and upper lip.  Immediately after he was bitten, plaintiff 

was treated by MCI’s medical personnel who cleaned his wound with 

hydrogen peroxide and applied towels to his face.  He was 

subsequently transported to the emergency room at the Ohio State 

University Hospital (OSUH).   

{¶3} During trial before the magistrate, plaintiff testified 

that while being transported to the hospital he was in excruciating 

pain and lost a large amount of blood.  He further testified that 

he was admitted to OSUH overnight; that he received six to eight 

stitches to repair his cheek and lip; that after receiving 

stitches, the left side of his face was swollen, and he was unable 
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to open his left eye; that he was in severe pain for one to two 

weeks after being bitten; and that he suffered an additional three 

to four months of discomfort including tightness in his face.  

{¶4} Evidence also reveals that on September 22, 1998, 

plaintiff’s stitches were removed and that he was prescribed an 

antibiotic ointment which he was to apply daily; the ensuing scar 

measures approximately three to four centimeters.  Plaintiff 

testified that the scar interferes with his ability to grow a 

moustache, that he suffers from ingrown hairs around the scar, and 

that part of his lip still tends to be sore.  Plaintiff further 

testified that he now suffers from fear of dogs, that he has 

nightmares about dogs, and that he has a “complex” about the 

appearance of his scar.  Plaintiff presented no evidence that he 

sustained either out-of-pocket loss for lost wages or medical 

expenses in regard to his injuries. 

{¶5} Plaintiff’s wife, Melody Pickett, testified that she was 

introduced to plaintiff after his release from defendant’s custody; 

that the scar looks the same now as it did when she first met him; 

that plaintiff tries to hide the scar by putting his hand over his 

mouth frequently; and that she cannot own a pet dog because of his 

fear. 

{¶6} Lucinda Rees, R.N., the Health Care Administrator for 

MCI,  testified that according to plaintiff’s OSUH medical records, 

he was given a tetanus shot, received six to eight stitches, and 

given both morphine for pain and antibiotics.  Rees further 

testified that the medical records from MCI do not reflect that 

plaintiff complained about the dog bite after his stitches were 

removed or that he was ever prescribed any antianxiety or sleeping 

medications. 
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{¶7} Based upon the testimony and evidence, the court finds 

that plaintiff has a permanent scar on his face, that he has 

suffered severe pain and that he will continue to suffer occasional 

pain in the future.  Therefore, judgment is recommended in the 

amount of $15,025, which includes the $25 filing fee paid by 

plaintiff.  

 
 

___________________________________ 
STEVEN A. LARSON 
Magistrate 

 
Entry cc: 
 
Richard F. Swope  Attorney for Plaintiff 
6504 E. Main Street 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio  43068 
 
Tracy M. Greuel  Assistant Attorney General 
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