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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO

TENTH APPELLATE DISTRICT

In the Matter of:

S.P, : No. 12AP-563
(C.P.C. No. 09JU-05-6057)
(V.P.,
(REGULAR CALENDAR)

Appellant).

DECISION

Rendered on January 29, 2013

Robert J. McClaren, for appellee Franklin County Children
Services.

Martin N. Baba, Guardian ad Litem for S.P.

Paul Giorgianni, for appellant V.P.

APPEAL from the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas,
Division of Domestic Relations, Juvenile Branch
TYACK, J.

{1} V.P.is appealing the granting of permanent custody of her daughter S.P. to
Franklin County Children Services ("FCCS"). V.P. assigns three errors for our
consideration:

(1j. Mother did not receive the requisite notice of the hearing
ate.

2. Franklin County Children Services did not prove that it
made reasonable efforts to reunify Mother and S.P.

3. The Juvenile Court's finding that S.P.'s best interests
require terminating parental rights is contrary to the manifest
weight of the evidence.
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{12} Asto the first assignment of error, V.P. was aware of the hearing date on the
permanent custody motions. V.P. informed her lawyer that she overslept and was waiting
for a bus to get her to the courthouse. V.P. arrived 35 minutes later.

{13} The hearing on the motion had been scheduled repeatedly. V.P. did not
appear at the courthouse on the hearing date scheduled for April 11, 2012. Her counsel
was permitted to reassign the hearing to May 25, 2012 when it actually proceeded. V.P.'s
counsel signed the continuance form and apparently notified V.P. of the new hearing date.

{4} Under the circumstances, we cannot find that the trial court erred in
proceeding with the hearing.

{15} The first assignment of error is overruled.

{116} The second assignment of error asserts that FCCS did not make reasonable
efforts to reunify V.P. with her daughter. The agency tried to help V.P. in many ways, but
could not be expected to help V.P. move out of the state of Ohio with her daughter. FCCS
could not monitor V.P.'s parenting or V.P.'s progress in defeating a drug problem if V.P.
and the child were in Virginia. V.P. did not make appropriate efforts to arrange support
services or supervision in Virginia before the hearing, but seemed focused on moving to
Virginia after the PCC hearing issues were resolved.

{17+ The record does not demonstrate a lack of reasonable efforts by FCCS to
reunify V.P. and her daughter. The second assignment of error is overruled.

{18 V.P. had a wide variety of problems which she could not or did not solve.
She had drug abuse issues, mental health issues, housing issues and even issues with her
keeping in contact with S.P. All the requirements of R.C. 2151.414 were met at the
hearing.

{19} The third assignment of error is overruled.

{110} All three assignments of error having been overruled, the judgment of the
Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, Division of Domestic Relations, Juvenile
Branch, is affirmed.

Judgment affirmed.

SADLER and CONNOR, JJ., concur.
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