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Witnesses—Criminal law—Trial court may exclude person from appearing as a 

witness on behalf of a criminal defendant at trial if court determines that 

witness will not offer any testimony, but merely intends to assert the Fifth 

Amendment privilege against self-incrimination. 
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{¶ 1} The judgment of the court of appeals is reversed, and the judgment of 

the trial court is reinstated on the authority of State v. Kirk (1995), 72 Ohio St.3d 

564, 651 N.E.2d 981. 

 MOYER, C.J., DOUGLAS, WRIGHT, RESNICK, F.E. SWEENEY, PFEIFER and 

COOK, JJ., concur. 

__________________ 


