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e. During deliberations, the Court will provide each trial juror with disposable 
gloves so they may handle and examine any exhibits admitted into 
evidence. 

13. Bench Conferences 

a. In an effort to adhere to "social distancing recommendations", bench 
conferences will be attempted in a corner of the Auditorium farthest away 
from the jury. 

b. For anticipated prolonged bench discussions, the trial jury will be escorted 
back to Conference C, be escorted outside (weather permitting) or be 
temporarily excused from the proceedings while the Court, Court Reporter 
and parties remain in the Auditorium to discuss and resolve the issue. 

14. Juror Conduct During Trial 

a. Upon commencement of the actual trial, the trial jurors will be provided 
with a bottle of water and disposable three-ring notebooks containing 
paper and a pen. 

i. The trial jurors will be permitted to consume water at their seats 
during the trial. 

ii. The trial jurors will be permitted to take notes during the trial. 

iii. The trial jurors will be instructed that upon completion of the trial, 
they will keep the notebook and pen and personally shred their trial 
notes into the shredder provided by the Court. 

b. The Court will suspend the practice of allowing the jurors to ask questions 
during the trial. 

i. The Court finds that the juror questioning process requires: 

1. Each juror to transmit paperwork "down the jury row" to the 
Bailiff for collection and delivery to the Court. 

2. The Court and lawyers to gather around the Court Reporter 
in whispered tones to discuss and debate whether the 
proposed question(s) should be asked. 

ii. The Court finds that the public health need for "social distancing" 
and the public health need to minimize the risk of 
transmission/exposure to the COVID-19 virus outweighs, at this 
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time, the need for the jury to have the opportunity to ask questions 
of a witness. 

15. Restroom Use 

a. During voir dire, trial and deliberations in the Auditorium, the Health 
Commissioner has determined that there is sufficient "physical distance" 
spacing in the restrooms located across from the Auditorium to have two 
persons enter the same gender specific restroom at one time. 

b. During short trial recesses when the jury is housed in Conference Room 
C, only one person will be permitted to enter the same gender specific 
restroom at one time. 

c. Court Staff shall monitor the restroom occupancy during a recess break. 

16. Trial Recess 
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a. Weather permitting, the Court will strive to permit jurors to walk outside the 
building during all recesses in their path of travel to Conference Room C. 

b. The Court will not provide jurors in Conference Room C with reading 
materials, games or food (except for individually wrapped snacks) during 
breaks in the trial. Disposable bottles of water will be provided. 

c. Jurors seated in Conference Room C will be encouraged to bring their 
own puzzles, games, books and magazines with them to occupy their time 
during breaks. Card games are prohibited. 

17. Retention of Cell Phones 

a. Prospective jurors will be permitted to retain their cell phones in the "off 
position" during voir dire. 

b. During the presentation of trial, trial jurors will not be asked to place their 
cell phone in one of the Court's secured pouches. Instead, the trial juror 
will be asked to place their cell phone in the "off position" on a paper plate 
underneath their seat, with instructions not to use it during their trial 
service. 

c. During a break in the trial, the juror will be permitted to access their cell 
phone, provided that the juror complies with Court instructions not to 
research the case, conduct experiments on their own or communicate or 
express opinions about the case with others regarding their service. 
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d. When the jury retires to deliberate, the trial jurors who have cell phones in 
their possession will be ordered to place and seal their cell phone in 
individual one-gallon plastic baggies. 

i. The baggies will be retained by the bailiff until the verdict is read 
and the jury is dismissed. 

18. Deliberations 

a. All deliberations of the trial jury will occur in the Auditorium . 

b. Court Staff will sanitize six tables of at least six feet in length and twelve 
chairs to be spaced in accordance with "social distancing 
recommendations". 

i. Jurors will utilize these tables while deliberating and if applicable, 
while eating a meal. 

c. Jurors will ring a bell to notify the Bailiff of the need to use the adjoining 
restrooms before jurors are permitted to depart the jury room. 

d. Jurors will ring a bell to notify the Bailiff when they have a question or 
have reached a verdict. 

e. Any food ordered for the jury during deliberations shall comply with the 
following protocol: 

i. Paper menus shall be used with instructions to mark their order on 
the menu. 

ii. Court Staff will collect the paper menus while wearing gloves. 

iii. Court Staff shall use gloves when disbursing the food and individual 
cans of soda or bottled water to the jurors. 

iv. Jurors will abide by "social distancing" requirements when 
consuming the food. 

19. This protocol is subject to joint modification by the Court and Champaign County 
Health Commissioner or designated Champaign County Health District staff 
member should circumstances arise necessitating deviation from the procedures 
set forth herein. 

Effective: May 11, 2020 


