
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE

FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO


Comments Requested:  The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments until December 2, 2008 on the following proposed amendments to the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio.


Comments on the proposed amendments should be submitted in writing to:  Jo Ellen Cline, Government Relations Counsel, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, 7th Floor, Columbus, Ohio  43215-3431, or Clinej@sconet.state.oh.us not later than December 2, 2008.  Please include your full name and mailing address in any comments submitted by e-mail.

Key to Proposed Amendment:

1.
Original language of the rule appears as regular typescript.

2.
Language to be deleted appears thus.

3.
Language to be added appears thus.
Proposed Amendments to the Rules of 

Superintendence for Ohio Courts

***
RULE 35. Court Statistical Reporting Case Management Section. 
There shall be a Court Statistical Reporting Case Management Section at the Supreme Court of Ohio. The Section shall have the authority and responsibility to do all of the following: 

(A) Receive, analyze, maintain, audit, and publish, at the direction of the Chief Justice, statistical data from the courts of Ohio, including an annual compilation of the reports required by Sup. R. 37; 

(B) Assist and train judges, court administrators, clerks, and other court personnel in performing the reporting functions required by these rules; 

(C) Monitor statistical reporting by conducting audits of the various courts in accordance with statistical auditing standards and procedures; 

(D) Review audit results with judges and court personnel involved and report unresolved irregularities to the Chief Justice; 

(E) Prepare and provide an implementation manual that contains commentary and explanatory material pertaining to these rules and the report forms required by these rules. 

(F) Make ongoing recommendations to the Chief Justice regarding both of the following: 


(1) Amendments to the Rules of Superintendence in order that the rules remain current with changes in the law; 


(2) Auditing standards and procedures so that the Section can effectively accomplish its stated objectives. 

***
RULE 37. Reports and Information. 
(A) Report forms; responsibility for submission. Judges of the courts of appeals, courts of common pleas, municipal courts, and county courts shall submit to the Court Statistical Reporting Case Management Section of the Supreme Court the following report forms in the manner specified in this division no later than the fifteenth day after the close of the reporting period. 


(1) Courts of appeal. The following reports shall be prepared and submitted quarterly: 


(a) The presiding or administrative judge in each appellate district shall prepare and submit a Presiding Judge Report of the status of all pending cases in his or her the court. 


(b) Each judge of a court of appeals shall prepare and submit an Appellate 
Judge Report of his or her the judge’s work. The report shall be submitted through the presiding or administrative judge and shall contain the signatures of the reporting judge, the presiding or administrative judge, and the preparer, if other than the reporting judge, attesting to the accuracy of the report. 


(2) Courts of common pleas. The following reports shall be prepared and submitted monthly, except that Form C shall be prepared and submitted quarterly: 


(a) Each judge of a general, domestic relations, or juvenile division and each judge temporarily assigned to a division by the presiding judge is responsible for a report of the judge’s work in that division. In a multi-judge general, domestic relations, or juvenile division, the reports shall be submitted through the administrative judge. In a multi-judge probate division, the judges shall sign and submit one report of the work in that division. The reports shall contain the signatures of the reporting judge, the administrative judge, and the preparer, if other than the reporting judge, attesting to the accuracy of the report. 


(b) Each judge sitting by assignment of the Chief Justice shall submit a report of the judge’s work. The reports shall be submitted through the administrative judge of the division to which the judge is assigned and shall contain the signatures of the reporting judge, the administrative judge, and the preparer, if other than the reporting judge, attesting to the accuracy of the report. 


(3) Municipal and county courts. The following reports shall be prepared and submitted monthly: 


(a) Each administrative judge shall submit a completed Administrative Judge Report which shall be a report of all cases not individually assigned. 


(b) Each judge shall submit a completed Individual Judge Report, which shall be a report of all cases assigned to the individual judge. The report shall be submitted through the administrative judge and shall contain the signatures of the reporting judge, the administrative judge, and the 
preparer, if other than the reporting judge, attesting to the accuracy of the report.


(c) Each judge sitting by assignment of the Chief Justice shall submit a report of the judge’s work. The report shall be submitted through the administrative judge of the division to which the judge is assigned and shall contain the signatures of the reporting judge, the administrative judge, and the preparer, if other than the reporting judge, attesting to the accuracy of the report. 


(4) The following standards shall apply in completing the statistical reports required by these rules: 

(a) In domestic relations cases, motions filed prior or subsequent to a final decree of divorce or dissolution shall be considered part of the original case and reported under the original case number; 


(b) A motion filed in delinquency and unruly cases shall be considered part of the case in which the motion is filed unless the motion is considered a separate delinquency case under division (B) of section 2151.02 of the Revised Code; 


(c) A criminal case and a traffic case arising from the same act, transaction, or series of acts or transactions shall be considered separate cases. 

(B) Reports public record when filed. All reports specified by these rules shall be public records. All judges and clerks shall cooperate with the Court Statistical Reporting Case Management Section to ensure the accuracy of the reports. 

(C) Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; requests for additional information. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may require additional information concerning the disposition of cases and the management of the courts in order to discharge the constitutional and statutory duties. All judges, clerks, and other officers of all courts shall furnish the Chief Justice with any information requested by the Chief Justice. 

(D) Capital case reporting.


(1) If an indictment or a count in an indictment charges the defendant with aggravated murder and contains one or more specifications of aggravating circumstances listed in division (A) of section 2929.04 of  the Revised Code, the judge to whom the case is assigned shall file a notice with the Case Management Section of the Supreme Court. The notice shall be filed on a form promulgated by the Supreme Court and contemporaneously with the report forms filed pursuant to division (A) of this rule. 


(2) If an indictment or a count in an indictment charges the defendant with aggravated murder and contains one or more specifications of aggravating circumstances listed in division (A) of section 2929.04 of the Revised Code and if the defendant pleads guilty or no contest to any offense in the case or if the indictment or any count in the indictment is dismissed, the judge presiding over the case in which the plea is entered or the indictment or count is dismissed shall file a notice with the Case Management Section of the Supreme Court. The notice shall be filed on a form promulgated by the Supreme Court and contemporaneously with the report forms filed pursuant to division (A) of this rule.
***


