PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

SUPREME COURT RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF

THE JUDICIARY OF OHIO


Comments Requested:  The Supreme Court of Ohio will accept public comments until September 17, 2008 on the following proposed amendments to the Rules for the Government of the Judiciary (Gov. Jud. R IV).


Comments on the proposed amendments should be submitted in writing to:  Steven C. Hollon, Administrative Director, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, 7th Floor, Columbus, Ohio  43215-3431, or johnsonc@sconet.state.oh.us not later than September 17, 2008.  Please include your full name and mailing address in any comments submitted by e-mail.

Key to Proposed Amendment:

1.
Original language of the rule appears as regular typescript.

2.
Language to be deleted appears thus.

3.
Language to be added appears thus.

RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF

THE JUDICIARY OF OHIO

* * *

RULE IV. Mandatory Continuing Legal Education for the Judiciary 

* * *

Section 2. 
Judicial Continuing Legal Judicial Education Requirements; Full-Time Judges.
(A) Full-time judges shall complete and report a minimum of forty credit hours of classroom instruction every two years on subjects devoted to the law or and judicial administration. As part of the required forty credit hours of classroom instruction, full-time judges shall comply with both each of the following: 
(1) Complete at least ten credit hours of continuing legal education instruction that are offered by the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College and that do not consist solely of the classroom instruction  on the subjects required by division (A)(2) of this section; 
(2) Complete at least two four hours of classroom instruction related to both judicial ethics and professionalism, including: at least thirty minutes of instruction on substance abuse and its causes, prevention, detection, and treatment alternatives.
(a)
at least two hours on the topics of access to justice and fairness in the courts (addressing matters of self-represented litigants, pro bono representation, foreign language interpretation, race, ethnicity, gender, disability, and sexual orientation) and how they impact the public’s trust and confidence in the judicial system and perception of the administration of justice in Ohio courts, through a curriculum developed and offered by the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College; and

(b)
at least thirty minutes on substance abuse and mental health issues and their causes, prevention, detection, and treatment alternatives.

(3)
 For purposes of this rule, judicial ethics and professionalism shall be broadly defined, with periodic curriculum to include material designed to instill in judges the importance of professional conduct among themselves judicial ethics and professionalism within the judiciary, including instruction on the Ohio Ethics Law, Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct, the Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct, and the Judicial Creed, as well as instruction to judges on facilitating legal ethics and professionalism among attorneys as set forth in the Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct, A Lawyer's Creed, and A Lawyer's Aspirational Ideals, and a Statement on Pro Bono Activity by Ohio Lawyers adopted by the Supreme Court. 
(B) When the Commission determines that a judge has timely completed and timely reported more than the required number of credit hours in a reporting period the Commission may apply a maximum of twenty credit hours to the next reporting period.

* * *

