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Module 3: 

Criminal & Civil 

Procedures

Lesson 4: Criminal Case Flow 

Chart
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• All the information provided in these short lessons is publicly  

available and provides a simplified view of Criminal and Civil  

Procedures in the State of Ohio for participants to gain a 

basic  understanding.

• Remember: Procedures vary across jurisdictions so it is

important to always check the steps in the process in the

jurisdiction you are working.

• This information is NOT intended to be construed as legal  

advice.
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Lesson 4
Criminal Case Flow Chart
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Objective

4

•Gain a basic understanding of 
how the criminal case process 
works in the Ohio Judicial 
System.
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Bureau of Justice Statistics Flow Chart

https://www.bjs.gov/content/largechart.cfm
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Example
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Criminal Case Flow Chart in Ohio 
Simplified steps in the process

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Report of a crime or initial 

contact of a suspected 

offender

Step 1
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Criminal InvestigationStep 2
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Filing of the ComplaintStep 3
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Arrest 

•Summons
Step 4
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• Initial AppearanceStep 5
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Felony case

• In felony cases the defendant 

shall not be called upon to 

plead either at the initial 

appearance or at a 

preliminary hearing. OH 

Crim.R. 5 (A)(5)

Misdemeanor case

• In misdemeanor cases the 

defendant may be called 

upon to plead at the initial 

appearance. Where the 

defendant enters a plea the 

procedure established by 

Crim.R. 10 and Crim.R. 11 

applies. OH Crim.R. 5 (A)(5)

To Plea or not to Plea?
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Preliminary HearingStep 6
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Arraignment

•Plea Bargain
Step 7
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Defendant Pled Guilty or No Contest

Steps 8, 9, 
and 10

Guilty Plea / No Contest

Presentence 
investigation

Sentencing
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Defendant Pled Not Guilty

Steps 8, 9, 
10, 11, 
and 12

Not Guilty Plea

Pretrial Hearing

Trial (adjudication)

• Acquittal

• Conviction

• Presentencing investigation

• Sentencing
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•AppealsStep 13
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

•Release

•Post Release
Step 14
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Lesson Four Review 
Key Points to Remember

• Determinations of jurisdiction and venue depend on 

severity of offense

• There are several steps in any criminal process 

• This process changes depending on the plea 

offered 
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• Complete the exercise: Identify 

the general steps in the 

Criminal Process Flow Chart in 

the State of Ohio and provide a 

basic definition of each

Individual Activity
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