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1) Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,

2) The name of program and contact information for the program,

3) Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,

4) Funding source of the program,

5) Who pay for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?
	State
	Respondent
	Responses

	Alaska
	Karen Largent on behalf of Stephanie Cole
	We do not have a parenting coordinator program, however the administrative director for our court system thought you might also have interest in some of our other programs in domestic relations cases.  Primarily we offer mediation and visitation facilitation.  If information about these program would be of interest, please do not hesitate to contact me and I’d be happy to provide!
  
Karen Largent
Alaska Court System
Dispute Resolution Coordinator
Room 235 Snowden Administration Building
820 West Fourth Avenue
Anchorage, AK  99501
907-264-8236 phone
907-264-8291 fax
klargent@courts.state.ak.us


	Arizona
	Phil Knox 

Superior Court of Arizona in Maricopa County
	1. Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program, Yes.  Parent Coordinators are provided for in Arizona Rules of Family Law Procedure, Rule 74.  Body of text can be found at the following cite:

www.supreme.state.az.us/rules/ramd_pdf/R-05-008.pdf
2. The name of program and contact information for the program,

A. Determination of Need for Parenting Coordinator and Appointment.

“…Parents may agree to use a Parenting Coordinator and agree to a specific person, subject to

approval by the court, or the court may make the choice of the person to serve as the Parenting

Coordinator.”

There is no designated program.  Should you require additional information about the administration of this rule, contact Mary Lou Strehle, Family Court Administrator, MStrehle@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov
3. Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,

L. Applicability. No county is required to employ or utilize Parenting Coordinators; however, in the event a county elects to use Parenting Coordinators, these rules shall apply.

4. Funding source of the program,

D. Fees. The court will determine the fees for the services of a Parenting Coordinator and

the allocation of fees between the parties. The court may order that the parents pay the Parenting Coordinator a retainer before the Parenting Coordinator begins work with a family. If permitted by the Order of Appointment, the Parenting Coordinator may recommend to the court an adjustment in the division of payment under special circumstances.

5. Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?

There is no funding available to pay for this service through Maricopa County.  If the parties are indigent, the option to appoint a Parent Coordinator is not available to the Court.  



	Delaware
	Stephanie Symons on behalf of Patricia Griffin
	Use of Parenting Coordinators in Delaware

Delaware has a very small parenting coordinator pilot program that operates only in New Castle County.  The pilot program is a joint effort of the Family Court of the State of Delaware and private attorneys who are currently providing services on a pro bono basis.  The contact person for the program is Andrea Shaffer (andrea.shaffer@state.de.us), Director of Special Court Services, Family Court of the State of Delaware.

 



	Florida
	Linda McNeill (Answers provided by Judge Hugh Starnes)
	1. Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,

Parent Coordination is used extensively in Florida.  The method of use varies around the State.  Some use staff or contract professionals and the service is paid by the Court, some use strictly private professionals, and some have Administrative Orders governing the use and establishing the minimum educational and training requirement.  Our Supreme Court has endorsed a form of Administrative Order and an order for appointment in the individual case.  These can be viewed on the following website:  www.flafcc.org  Click on "Parenting Coordination" on the left side of the home page.  That source also has information as to a statute that passed the legislature overwhelmingly, but was vetoed by the Governor.  FLAFCC facilitated an interdisciplinary task force that proposed the legislation.  We believe the statute and the order forms have most of the provisions that need to be considered in this area.  The issue of the Judge ordering the PC process without the consent of both parties is the most difficult to obtain a consensus on, and the practice varies around the State on that.  Legal Aide and DV advocates argue it should require consent of both parties, Court neutrals are more prone to allow the Court to order PC even if one or both parties disagree.    

2. The name of program and contact information for the program,

The best contact is Linda Fieldstone, LFieldstone@jud11.flcourts.org.   Linda headed our FLAFCC Task Force, and was a part of the AFCC national effort as well.

Another contact is Dr. Debra Carter, dkc@carterpsych.com  Both she and Linda Fieldstone do extensive training in PC.

5. Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?"   Paragraphs 3 – 5, are covered in para. #1.  Some programs pay, and some private providers will donate some pro bono time.  This work is so difficult, however, that you can’t expect any one provider to regularly donate their time.  Were public funding is available, it normally is through the County, so it is at the mercy and willingness of the local government and the Court’s relationship with the County.  In one Court (Sarasota, Florida) a private donor made a gift to allow some professional services, I believe.  That is Dr. Carter’s area.      



	Idaho
	Viki Howard on behalf of Patti Tobias

Children & Families in the Courts Coordinator
(208) 830-4329
P.O. Box 9273
Boise, ID 83707
vikih1@cableone.net
	I am the Statewide Coordinator for Children and Families in the Courts in Idaho.  Idaho has a statewide parenting coordinator program.  The state statute is attached and links to the Idaho Rules of Civil Procedure for the Appointment of a Parenting Coordinator and Application for Appointment are below.  Idaho has not designated funding to this program and so it is not available to low income or indigent families.  I believe this answers most of Ms. Holewa’s questions and if not, I am available to answer further questions.   
16(l). Appointment of Parenting Coordinator in Child Custody and Visitation Disputes.    http://www.isc.idaho.gov/parentap.pdf
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	Indiana
	Lilia Judson
	Indiana does not have a “parenting coordinator” program.



	Kentucky
	Pauline Roberts
Office for Judicial Branch Education 
Adm. Office of the Courts 
100 Millcreek Park, Bldg 12 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
502-573-2350 (ext. 2165) 
Fax:  502-573-1663 
paulineroberts@kycourts.net 
www.courts.ky.gov
	1.Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program?  

Yes, but not all counties in Kentucky utilize or have trained parenting coordinators.  Kentucky has no statute regarding parenting coordinators. 

I've taken the liberty of listing two of our urban areas below:    

In Jefferson County, Louisville, Kentucky they are authorized by Family Court Local Rules (JFRP 707, pp 85-86) to use the services of a Parenting Coordinator (PC).  The PC is assigned by the Court to assist high-conflict families.  The issues are often parenting issues rather then legal issues.  The parties may make a contract (which becomes an Agreed Order) with the PC that the Coordinator decides what is best for the children.

Fayette County, Lexington, Kentucky Family Court also authorizes the services of a Parenting Coordinator.  In some cases, attorneys convince their clients to use a PC voluntarily, other times it requires a "court order." However the PC is appointed, they have the authority to take over many of the daily child-rearing decisions parents are unable to agree on. 

2. The name of program and contact information for the program?

Louisville, Kentucky refers to their program as the "Parenting Coordinator Program" http://apps.kycourts.net/LocalRules/Rules/C30FAMILYCOURTRULES.pdf
Other Parenting Coordinators attend the PC training and then make their services known to the courts and Family Law attorneys.  

3. Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program?

Not all counties in Kentucky utilize parenting coordinators or include within their local rules. 
In Jefferson County, Louisville, Kentucky, their program started as a pilot project for Family Court.  The program was initiated with the assistance of a Development Committee comprised of attorneys, psychologists, social workers, and Guardians Ad Litem.   The mission statement for the Parenting Coordinator Program is "to facilitate parents in making and implementing joint decisions in the best interest of their children and, when necessary, to make decisions (with the exception of custody) on behalf of families."  The program now has a Parenting Coordinator Advisory Committee.
4. Funding source of the program? see #3 
5. Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?
"The service for a Parenting Coordinator can get expensive, with coordinators typically charging anywhere from about $50.00 to $350.00 an hour.  Parents typically share the cost either by agreed order or by court order. Sliding fee scales are recommended. 
* NOTE:  As of August 2006, 17 states had some sort of formal parent coordinator program, according to a survey by Barbara Ann Bartlett, a family lawyer in Tulsa, Okla.  Eight of those states - Colorado, Kansas, Idaho, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Texas - have parenting coordination statutes that specify the procedures for appointing parenting coordinators and spell out their responsibilities.

"Parent coordinators help divorced couples who won't stop fighting"                                                                                       By Tooher, Nora Lockwood                                                                                                                                   Publication: Lawyers USA                                                                                                                                              Date: Monday, November 20, 2006

Please feel free to visit the Kentucky Court of Justice divorce education website links at:
http://courts.ky.gov/stateprograms/divorceeducation/fit.htm http://courts.ky.gov/stateprograms/divorceeducation/CPD.htm http://courts.ky.gov/stateprograms/divorceeducation/PACT.htm
Also, we invite you to read the article "One Size Doesn't Fit All: A Guide for Assigning Divorced Families to Appropriate Program" published in the NASJE News Quarterly.                                                                              http://nasje.org/news/newsletter0801/                                                            http://nasje.org/news/newsletter0801/resources01.htm
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   
Thanks, 
Pauline 
Divorce Education Specialist/Program Coordinator 
Families In Transition Administrator 
  


	Maryland
	Pamela Ortiz on behalf of Frank Broccolina

Pamela Cardullo Ortiz

Executive Director, 

Family Administration 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

580 Taylor Avenue, 2nd floor 

Annapolis, Maryland  21401

phone: 410-260-1580

Fax:  410-974-5577

pamela.ortiz@mdcourts.gov


	1.  Parenting coordinators are beginning to be used in Maryland courts.  We recently codified something of a statewide policy on parenting coordinators in draft rule.  A copy of the rule is attached.  Please keep in mind that this is the work product of a Judiciary-wide subcommittee which has yet to be completely reviewed and/or adopted.  It will be reviewed by our statewide Committee on Family Law after which it will be further vetted, and if acceptable, forwarded to our Rules Committee and Court of Appeals for possible adoption as a court rule.  Judges, parent coordinators, attorneys and court personnel participated in developing the draft rule which I attach.

2.  Our department's deputy director, Connie Kratovil-Lavelle, or I, can be a point of contact for further information on the statewide use of parenting coordinators.  Her contact information is the same as mine, below, and her email address is connie.kratovil-lavelle@mdcourts.gov.  We can also provide contact persons for specific jurisdictions if necessary.

3.  Several circuit courts have parenting coordinator programs.  Our effort in developing the rule was to support the practice statewide and ensure all our courts had the requisite authority to appoint parenting coordinators.

4 and 5.    Funding source:  In most instances I believe the parties are

covering the costs of the parent coordinator, when ordered.  We require our courts to provide a fee waiver for court ordered services when litigants meet certain income eligibility requirements.  We encourage courts to budget for fee waivers (since courts then have to pay for those services in most instances) and those funds are provided through grants our office makes to each court to support their family division or family services program.  Those grants are derived from state funds.
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	Michigan
	Frances Goff
	1.      Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,         

Answer: The Michigan State Court Administrative Office has just recently begun to study emerging parenting coordinator practices in the state.   Approximately five larger jurisdictions have some level of parenting coordinator practice.  Currently, there are no statutes or court rules governing this area, with the possible exception of a domestic relations arbitration statute (MCL 600.5070) that permits parties to stipulate to an arbitrator to decide any aspect of their divorce.  Under this statute, only attorneys can serve as arbitrators, however, leading a number of non-attorney parenting coordinators, e.g., psychotherapists, to pair up with attorneys in their order of appointment.  There appears to be increasing interest among parenting coordinators in having some level of regulation in place, for example to establish qualification, training, and appointment criteria.                

2.      The name of program and contact information for the program,

Answer: Parenting coordinators are selected by the parties with no role of the court other than to sign orders of appointment.  One notable exception is that in one county, a court family division staff person serves as the parenting coordinator.  In that case, the "decisions" of the coordinator are advisory only, but may lead to a recommendation to other court staff and the judge that can be adopted as an order.  Because courts have limited involvement with the practice and because there are no "programs" per se , we do not have local court contacts.  The staff member in our office looking into this service is Doug Van Epps, Director, Office of Dispute Resolution.  He can be reached at 517/373-4840, or via Email: vaneppsd@courts.mi.gov

3.      Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,

Answer: Michigan does not have formalized programs as yet.  Services have evolved locally wholly on the inspiration and enthusiasm of local attorneys and counselors/therapists.


4.      Funding source of the program,

Answer: The arrangement of payment is provided for in the order of appointment.  Typically parties equally split the cost. 

5.      Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?”

Answer: Thus far, the intervention is used chiefly in high conflict divorces where parties can afford to pay the parenting coordinator.  An exception is the one court that utilizes a staff person for persons who cannot otherwise afford a private parenting coordinator.

	Minnesota
	Mark Toogood 
	1. 1. Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,

Minnesota does not use parenting coordinators, but do have a similar statutory creature called a “parenting time expeditor.”

M.S. 518.1751 defines the role and authority of the Parenting Time Expeditor, which is considered a court-appointed neutral using  “mediation/arbitration” to facilitate resolution of parenting time disputes. As a neutral, the PTE’s do fall under MN Rules of Court Procedure, 114, that govern Alternative Dispute Resolution of every kind. 

2. The name of program and contact information for the program,

There is no ‘program’ per se.  Expeditors are provided by the private market, typically members of the family bar or therapeutic community. Court administration usually has a local list of private professionals—including mediators, custody evaluators, and parenting time expeditors. Parenting time  expediting is governed by Rule 114 on ADR, and thus complaints are received and investigated by the court-appointed ADR Board of the Minnesota Supreme Court.

3. Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,

There is no ‘program’ per se.  
4. Funding source of the program,

There is no public funding of this service.
5. Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?”

If the parties are indigent they either do not get the service or they may get a ‘reduced fee’ service by those PTE’s that voluntarily offer reduced rates.


	Missouri
	Norma Rahm

Family Court Program Manager

Court Programs and Research

Office of State Courts Administrator

(573)526-8854

Norma.Rahm@courts.mo.gov
	1. Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court

policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,

There is no statewide program.  Legislation was introduced this year, but it is not likely to pass.

There is a project underway in Circuit 25, as part of a 3 year Unified Family Court Project.  Unknown if any other courts are utilizing Parenting Coordinators.

2. The name of program and contact information for the program,

Contact Information:  Circuit 25,  Judge Ralph Haslag, Associate Circuit Judge, Phelps County,  Phone  573-458-6230

3. Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a

limited test or pilot program,

See Q. 1   This program is just getting underway.

4. Funding source of the program,

Through Grant funding from Office of State Courts Administrator  for the Supreme Court's Family Court Committee's Unified Family Court Project

5. Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are

indigent?”

See Q.4



	Nebraska
	Debora Brownyard
	Nebraska does not have parenting coordinators at this time.



	Ohio
	Jo Ellen Cline on behalf of Steve Hollon
	1.      Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,
Ohio has used parenting coordinators but they are done through local court rules. You can view one such rule online at http://www.fultoncountyoh.com/elected_officials/clerk_of_courts/pdf_files/rules_of_court/CHAPTER_14.pdf
2.      The name of program and contact information for the program,
You could contact Magistrate Dick Altman or Judge Denise McColley, Henry County Domestic Relations/Juvenile Court [419-599-5951]
3.      Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,
The program above covers 3 counties and has been in use for 6-7 years. The trend is growing in Ohio but not universally used.
4.      Funding source of the program,
The parent coordinator is funded by a combination of county general funds and court costs.
5.           Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?”
Courts find various ways to pay for the service if the parties are indigent. The program above used mediation department funds at one time but recently stopped that practice.


	South Carolina
	Rosalyn Frierson
	We do not have Parent Coordinators.

	South Dakota
	Judith Roberts
	1.      Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,  During the 2008 Legislative Session passed HB 1096 which authorizes the court to appoint parenting coordinators in custody and visitation disputes. There is no "program"
2.      The name of program and contact information for the program,  there is no program 
3.      Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,  there is no "program" 
4.      Funding source of the program,  It is not funded. 
5.      Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?”  That issue has not been addressed at this time. 


	Tennessee
	Mary Rose Zingale
	1.
Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the Court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program?

Tennessee does not use "parenting coordinators" per se, but does require that if parties file for divorce, they must mediate (with some exceptions) and the mediator's report must be filed within 180 days of the filing for divorce. See T.C.A. 36-4-131.Tennessee has a Parent Education and Mediation Fund, that can be used to pay for reduced fee or no fee mediations if the court finds the parties cannot pay for the mediation costs. This can be found in T.C.A. 36-6-413 and Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 38. T.C.A. 36-6-413(b)(3) provides that "Funds in the divorcing parent education and mediation fund shall be used to fund the parenting plan requirements of this part, including the creation of a grant process to serve local courts utilizing any part of the parenting plan process, costs of court-ordered mediation, parenting educational programs and any related services to resolve family conflict in divorce, post-divorce, and other child custody matters" The AOC's yearly grant process allows for different organizations to provide the types of services listed. 

2.
The name of program and contact information for the program

The contact person is Andrea Ayers, Programs Manager. She can be reached at 615-741-2687 or andrea.ayers@tncourts.gov 

3.
Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or

a limited test or pilot program

The program is a statewide program that commenced with a pilot project.

4.
Funding source of the program

$7 of every marriage license fee is put into the Parent Education Mediation Fund. T.C.A. 36-6-413

5.
Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are

indigent?

See above.



	Utah
	Kathy Elton
	1.      Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program,
The Court in Utah is currently in the rule making process in regard to parent Coordinators.  I am attaching a copy of the Proposed Rule, it is currently out for public comment.
2.      The name of program and contact information for the program,
Kathy Elton  (801) 578-3982  kathye@email.utcourts.gov
3.      Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program,
If adopted, this will be a statewide rule.
4.      Funding source of the program,
The payment for Parent Coordinator services will be paid by the parties who hire them.  The court will not be involved in any payments.
5.      Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?”
The parties are required to pay for the services themselves.  
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	Vermont
	Lee Suskin
	1.      Does your state use parenting coordinators, and if so, the court policy, court rule or state statute governing the program, 
Vermont has three programs that might fit within your definition of "parenting coordinators."  We have court staff, called "case mangers," who meet with parents to assist them to develop plans for visitation and child support.  If the dispute cannot easily be resolved during the meeting with the case manager, parents are referred to a mediator who is on contract with the court administrator.  If there is evidence of domestic violence, the parents are referred to a "parent coordinator," a person specifically trained to resolve though shuttle diplomacy disputes over visitation  schedules.
2.      The name of program and contact information for the program,   sandra.seidel@state.vt.us 
3.      Whether the program is a statewide program, a local program, or a limited test or pilot program, 
statewide 
4.      Funding source of the program, 
The state general fund and Title IV-E funds pay the case managers.
Parties pay for mediation and parent coordination if they can afford it.  Otherwise, the parties pay a reduced amount on a sliding fee scale, and the general fund pays the balance
5.      Who pays for the service if one or both of the parties are indigent?” 
state general fund 


	Virgin Islands
	Glenda Lake
	The Virgin Islands does not have parenting coordinators.

	Washington
	Jeff E. Hall
	Washington State does not have "parenting coordinators" as described below.  We do have "Courthouse facilitators" who assist pro-se litigants during the dissolution process.  We recently released a report on this program which may be found at http://www.courts.wa.gov/wsccr/?fa=ccr.publications (last report listed).  Also of interest may be Senate bill 5470 and the related fiscal note(s).  The earlier versions of the bill required that all family law litigants meet with someone prior to case filing for a DV review etc.  It ended up as a "study" bill, but the early fiscal notes may be of interest/assistance.  The legislature's website is not working as I write this, so you'll have to check it later - go to http://www.leg.wa.gov/legislature, select "bill information" on the left of the screen and then enter 5470 in the search box.  This will take you to the bill page.  At the bottom you'll find links to the bill versions as well as the fiscal notes.
 



	Wisconsin
	John Voelker
	No such program in Wisconsin.
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                                  TITLE  32


                              DOMESTIC RELATIONS


                                  CHAPTER 7


                               DIVORCE ACTIONS


    32-717D.  PARENTING COORDINATOR. (1) Provided that a court has entered a


judgment or an order establishing child custody in a case, the court may order the appointment of a parenting coordinator to perform such duties as


authorized by the court, consistent with any controlling judgment or order of


a court relating to the child or children of the parties, and as set forth


within the order of appointment. The court shall direct the parenting


coordinator to provide a status report to the court at a time and in a manner


as determined by the court. Provided however, that the court shall require the parenting coordinator to provide a minimum of one (1) status report to the court at least once every six (6) months. At any time during the period of appointment, the court, on its own initiative, or upon request of the


parenting coordinator or either party, may hold a status conference to review


the continued appointment of the coordinator and/or the status of the case.


    (2)  Qualification, selection, appointment, termination of appointment,


and prescribed duties and responsibilities of a parenting coordinator shall be based upon standards and criteria as adopted by the Idaho supreme court.


Provided however, that standards and criteria for qualification and selection


of a parenting coordinator, as adopted by the Idaho supreme court, shall not


apply to a parenting coordinator selected and agreed to by the parties. In


addition, as a condition of any appointment, a parenting coordinator shall:


    (a)  Be neutral to the dispute and to the parties;


    (b)  Be either selected pursuant to agreement of the parties or appointed


    by the court;


    (c)  Prior to any appointment, and at their own cost, have submitted to a


    criminal history check through any law enforcement office in the state


    providing such service. The criminal history check shall include a


    statewide criminal identification bureau, the federal bureau of


    investigation criminal history check, the national crime information


    center and the statewide sex offender register. A record of all     
background checks shall be maintained in the office of the supreme court


of the state of Idaho with a copy going to the applicant and shall be 
available for review by the court considering a parenting coordinator 
appointment prior to an appointment; and


    (d)  Agree to appointment without requiring the parties to pay a retainer


    for services. Provided however, that any dispute regarding payment of the


    fees and costs of the parenting coordinator, shall be subject to review 
by the court upon request of the parenting coordinator or either party.


    (3)  In addition to those duties as authorized by the court pursuant to


the order of appointment, the responsibilities of a parenting coordinator


shall include collaborative dispute resolution in parenting. The parenting


coordinator shall act to empower the parties in resuming parenting controls


and decision-making, and minimize the degree of conflict between the parties


for the best interests of the children.


    (4)  The court shall allocate the fees and costs of the parenting


coordinator between the parties and may enter an order against either or both


parties for the reasonable costs, fees and disbursements of the parenting


coordinator.


The Idaho Code is made available on the Internet by the Idaho Legislature as a public service.  


This Internet version of the Idaho Code may not be used for commercial purposes, nor may this 


database be published or repackaged for commercial sale without express written permission.  


Search the Idaho Statutes 


Available Reference: Search Instructions. 


The Idaho Code is the property of the state of Idaho, and is copyrighted by Idaho law, I.C. § 9-350. According to Idaho law, any person who reproduces or distributes the Idaho Code for commercial purposes in violation of the provisions of this statute shall be deemed to be an infringer of the state of Idaho's copyright. 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

Maryland Judiciary

Circuit Court Family Divisions & Family Services Coordinators


Application to serve as a Parenting Coordinator


Pursuant to Maryland Rule ____________ 

___________________________________________________________


Please file the original or a copy of this application, with supporting documentation, with the Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court  from which you are willing and able to accept case referrals.  


Applicant Information


Full Name

__________________________________________________________



Address (home)
__________________________________________________________






__________________________________________________________






__________________________________________________________



Address (work)
__________________________________________________________






__________________________________________________________






__________________________________________________________



Telephone (home)
___________________________
(work) _______________________



Facsimile (home)
___________________________
(work) _______________________



E-Mail Address
__________________________________________________________


I am interested in serving as a parenting coordinator in cases with the following circuit courts:




___
Allegany

___
Charles

___
Prince George’s




___
Anne Arundel

___
Dorchester

___
Queen Anne’s




___
Baltimore City

___
Frederick

___
Saint Mary’s




___
Baltimore County
___
Garrett

___
Somerset




___
Calvert

___
Harford

___
Talbot




___
Carroll


___
Howard

___
Washington





___
Caroline

___
Kent


___
Wicomico




___
Cecil


___
Montgomery

___
Worcester


Please list the number of cases you have handled in the past as a parenting coordinator, indicating the number previously referred to you by a court.


Case Type




Number of Cases

% Court-Referred


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Qualifications

(1)
Education 


_____
I hold a masters or doctorate degree in law, social work, counseling, medicine or a related subject area.



Please list colleges, universities and other higher education institutions attended and degrees attained:


Dates Attended 

Degree



Institution

City/State

From            To

Attained

Major



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________


(2) Experience



_____
I have at least five years of related professional post-degree experience.



Please list your relevant related professional post-degree experience below:



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________




___________________________________________________________________________


(3)
Parenting Coordination Training


_____
I have completed a minimum of 40 hours of parenting coordination training including the following topics:  the developmental stages of children; the dynamics of high-conflict families; the stages and effects of divorce; problem-solving techniques, mediation, family violence dynamics, parenting skills and parenting coordination.


Please describe the training you have received. 



Course Hours


Trainer/Organization


Location

Date

___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________


(4)
Ethics, Monitoring, Procedures and Other Requirements


_____
I agree to comply with the provisions of Maryland Rule            in accepting court referrals and to comply with reasonable procedures and requirements prescribed in the court’s case management plan relating to diligence and quality assurance.



_____
I agree to be responsible for finding an appropriate (if necessary, ADA accessible) location for parenting coordination sessions that is convenient for the parties.


(5)
Other Occupations


Please list any other occupations that you have or have had that may assist in your performance of duties as a parenting coordinator. 



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________


(6)
Professional Affiliations/Community Activities

Please list any professional affiliations and/or community activities that you consider relevant to your designation as a parenting coordinator. 



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________


(7)
Criminal or Disciplinary Actions -- Pending Complaints

a)

Have you ever been convicted of any crime in Maryland or elsewhere other than a minor traffic violation?  If so, please provide details including the conviction date, the location and name of the court, the offense, and the sentence imposed.


 

_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________


b)

Are there currently any criminal charges pending against you in Maryland or elsewhere other than minor traffic violations?  If so, please provide details including the date of the alleged incident, the location and name of the court and the alleged offense.


 

_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________


c)

Have you ever been disciplined by any court, administrative agency, Bar Association, or other disciplinary committee, agency or group in Maryland or elsewhere for unethical conduct or for the violation of any Code of Ethics?  If so, please provide details including the date, the disciplinary body, the conduct at issue and the disciplinary action taken.




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________


d)

Are there any complaints or charges currently pending against you by any court, administrative agency, Bar Association, or other disciplinary committee, agency or group in Maryland or elsewhere for unethical conduct or for the violation of any Code of Ethics?  If so, please provide details including relevant dates, the conduct at issue and the disciplinary body involved.




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________


Required documentation — Checklist

I have attached the following:


_____
Proof that I have a masters or doctorate degree in pscyhology, law, social work, counseling, medicine or a related subject area.


_____
Proof that I hold a current license in the above area of practice (if applicable).


_____
A copy of a certificate or other proof documenting my completion of at least 40 hours of parenting coordination training that meets the requirements of Maryland Rule                     .


_____
A copy of my resume, references, and/or other information to support my application as a parenting coordinator.


I hereby represent that all information provided by me in this application is true and correct:


Signed:___________________________                        ____
Dated:_____________________



           (Applicant
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Rule 4-509. Court-appointed parent coordinator in child custody and parent-time cases.


Intent


To establish the role, qualifications and procedures of the parent coordinator.


Applicability


This rule applies in any case in which a parenting plan is required under Utah Code Section 30-3-10.8


Nothing in this rule limits, supersedes, or replaces court-ordered or mandatory mediation. 


Statement of the Rule


(1) Role of the parent coordinator.

(1)(A) Upon court order, a parent coordinator may be appointed to serve in child custody and parent-time disputes. The parent coordinator’s role is to consult with the parties and make recommendations directly to the parents about how the children’s needs can best be served. The role of the parent coordinator is like that of the mediator in that the parent coordinator seeks to elicit cooperation and agreement between the parents. Using his or her expertise in child development, however, the parent coordinator also, after hearing the parents’ perceptions and thoughts, offers advice and guidance with regard to specific decisions. With the help of the parent coordinator, the parents then create, revise, or clarify their parenting plan, as defined in 30-3-10.7 (1).

(1)(B) The function of the parent coordinator shall be to make suggestions to the parties that are in the best interests of the children and are solutions and compromises that the parents can accept and implement. The parent coordinator is expected to use his/her insight, training, and therapeutic skill to diffuse conflict and stimulate appropriate parental communication. The length and frequency of parent consultation sessions will depend on the number of unresolved issues and both parents’ desire for guidance. The parents may use this service on an as-needed basis as problems arise, even after a settlement has been reached.

(1)(C) The role of the parent coordinator is not primarily investigative, although the parent coordinator may meet and/or interview the children briefly during the course of the consultation process. Suggestions will not be binding upon the parties, and will not be sent to the Court or others unless both parents agree to their dissemination and sign written releases to that effect. Involvement of a parent coordinator is best suited for parties who can respectfully exchange ideas and who can benefit from independent professional advice in areas where they disagree. If a viable parenting plan is established through work with the parent coordinator, the parents may stipulate to a custody and parent-time agreement, and thereby avoid active involvement of the court.

(2) Term and condition of consultation. 


(2)(A) The order appointing the parent coordinator shall address:

(2)(A)(i) the minimum number of visits, not to be less than 4 hours of face to face joint consultation, with the parent coordinator, unless the formal parenting plan is finalized sooner; 

(2)(A)(ii) responsibility for payment of the parent coordinator’s fees; and 

(2)(A)(iii) should specify any limitations on the role of the parent coordinator.

(2)(B) Termination of the services shall not excuse either party’s responsibility for fees already incurred.

(3) Content of consultation. The parent coordinator may consult with the parties on a wide variety of issues related to child custody/parent-time as well as other needs of the children. The focus will be the developmental and other needs of the children in the family. The goal will be to preserve relationships and protect the children from the disruption and conflict that can occur with divorce. Specific topics that may be covered include:

(3)(A) methods of communication between the parents;


(3)(B) responsibilities of each parent regarding decision-making and delivery of care;


(3)(C) methods of resolving conflict or disagreement without child involvement;


(3)(D) ways in which the parents can support the child’s relationship with the other parent;


(3)(E) parental agreement and consistency regarding the parents’ expectations of the child and discipline techniques;


(3)(F) dates and times of pick-up and delivery;


(3)(G) parent-time during vacations and holidays;


(3)(H) method of pick-up and delivery;


(3)(I) transportation to and from each other’s home;


(3)(J) selection of child care and baby-sitting;


(3)(K) adherence to special diet, clothing, bedtime, and recreational requirements;


(3)(L) child’s participation in recreational and other activities with each parent;


(3)(M) notification of other parent when surrogate care is needed;


(3)(N) selection of surrogate care;


(3)(O) alterations in the parent time schedule;


(3)(P) participation of relatives and friends during parent-time;


(3)(Q) execution of daily routines;


(3)(R) adherence to conditions for parent-time (e.g., supervision by a third party, drug monitoring, etc.);


(3)(S) school attendance;


(3)(T) selection of school;


(3)(U) access to information about the child (e.g., from school, physician);


(3)(V) step-parent issues;


(3)(W) administration of medication; and

(3)(X) any other issues as agreed upon by the parties.

(4) Qualifications. To be eligible to serve as a parent coordinator, the individual must meet the same licensure requirements as a custody evaluator as noted in Rule 4-903(1)


(4)(A) social workers who hold the designation of Licensed Clinical Social Worker in this state; or


(4)(B) doctoral level psychologists who are licensed by this state; or


(4)(C) physicians who are board certified in psychiatry and are licensed in this state; or


(4)(D) marriage and family therapists who hold the designation of Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (Masters level minimum) or equivalent license by this state; 


and must have the following minimum qualifications:

(4)(E) formal training in child development; this training may have been received during one of the degree programs referred to above. 

(4)(F) at least 3-year post-licensure clinical practice substantially focused on child/marital/family therapy; and

(4)(G) a working familiarity with child custody/parent-time law and the ethical issues involved in custody matters; and

(4)(H) beginning in 2010, at least a total of 18 hours of continuing education during the previous 3 years and every 3 years thereafter; training hours should include all of the following areas:


(4)(H)(i) conflict resolution theory and techniques, including


(4)(H)(ii) mediation;


(4)(H)(iii) child development and psychology, including


(4)(H)(iv) adjustment to divorce;


(4)(H)(v) domestic relations law;


(4)(H)(vi) familiarity with the dynamics of domestic violence; and


(4)(H)(vii) associated safety and intervention considerations; and

(4)(I) in areas of the state where there is a shortage of services, a professional who meets the licensure requirements outlined above in (4)(A) – (4)(E) may act as a parent coordinator in up to 10 cases before being required to meet the remaining qualifications.

(5) Impartiality.

(5)(A) A parent coordinator shall maintain impartiality in the process of parenting coordination. Impartiality means freedom from favoritism or bias in word, action, or appearance, and includes a commitment to assist all parties, as opposed to any one individual.

(5)(B) A parent coordinator shall withdraw if the parent coordinator determines he or she cannot act in an impartial or objective manner.

(5)(C) A parent coordinator shall neither give nor accept a gift, favor, loan or other item of value from any party having an interest in the parenting coordination process. During the parenting coordination process, a parent coordinator shall not solicit or otherwise attempt to procure future professional services or positions from which the parent coordinator may profit.

(5)(D) A parent coordinator shall not coerce or improperly influence any party to make a decision.

(5)(E) A parent coordinator shall not intentionally or knowingly misrepresent or omit any material fact, law or circumstance in the parenting coordination process.

(5)(F) A parent coordinator shall not accept any engagement, provide any service or perform any act outside the role of parent coordinator that would compromise the parent coordinator’s integrity or impartiality in the parenting coordination process.

(6) Conflict of interest.

(6)(A) A parent coordinator shall not serve in a matter that presents a clear conflict of interest.

(6)(B) A conflict of interest arises when any relationship between the parent coordinator and the participants or the subject matter of the dispute compromises or appears to compromise a parent coordinator’s impartiality.

(6)(C) A parent coordinator shall disclose potential conflicts of interest to the parties and counsel of record as soon as practical after a parent coordinator becomes aware of the interest or relationship giving rise to the potential conflict.

(6)(D) After appropriate disclosures, the parent coordinator may serve with the written agreement of all parties and, if court ordered, the approval of the court. However, if a conflict of interest clearly impairs a parent coordinator’s impartiality, the parent coordinator shall withdraw regardless of the expressed agreement of the parties.

(6)(E) During the parenting coordination process, a parent coordinator shall not create a conflict of interest by providing any services to interested parties that are not directly related to the parenting coordination process.

(6)(F) A parent coordinator may make referrals to other professionals to work with the family, but shall avoid actual or apparent conflicts of interest by referrals. No commissions, rebates, or similar remuneration shall be given or received by a parent coordinator for parenting coordination or other professional referrals.

(7) Dual roles.

(7)(A) A parent coordinator shall not serve in dual sequential roles.

(7)(B) A parent coordinator shall not serve in multiple roles in a case that creates a professional conflict.


(7)(B)(i) A mediator or custody evaluator shall be cautious about becoming a parent coordinator in the same case, even with the consent of the parties, because of the differences in the role and potential impact of the role change.


(7)(B)(ii) A parent coordinator shall not become a custody evaluator either during or after the term of a parent coordinator’s involvement with the family.


(7)(B)(iii) A parent coordinator shall not be appointed after serving as a therapist or consultant or serve in another mental health role to any family member.


(7)(B)(iv) A parent coordinator shall not become a therapist or consultant or serve in any other mental health role to any family member, either during or after the term of the parent coordinator’s involvement.

(7)(C) In some contexts (rural communities) it may not be possible to avoid multiple relationships between the parent coordinator and the family involved in parent coordination, attorneys for the case or the judge involved in the proceedings. In these cases the parent coordinator shall disclose to relevant parties any relationships that might likely lead to impaired objectivity or decreased competence and effectiveness. The parent coordinator shall inform relevant parties of the potential negative consequences of such multiple relationships and seek to minimize these consequences by either withdrawing or limiting the tasks they agree to undertake. 


(8) Communications and confidentiality.

(8)(A) All suggestions made to the parties should occur in joint sessions.

(8)(B) Bearing in mind that the role of a parent coordinator is not primarily investigative, the parent coordinator may, nevertheless, communicate with the guardian ad litem attorney, if one is appointed, but shall only communicate with any third persons (including teachers, physicians, clergy, therapists or other extended family members) with the express written permission of both parties and only to the extent necessary to obtain information that the parties agree can be most reliably obtained in that fashion. The parent coordinator may meet and/or interview the children with the express written permission of the parents or the guardian ad litem attorney (if appointed) as part of the consultation process if the parent coordinator believes that such action will aid in issuing appropriate suggestions. 

(8)(C) Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, all oral or written communications between the parent coordinator and the parties, other than a formal parenting plan and the quarterly status report are deemed confidential and may not be released unless agreed to by both parties. 


(8)(D) Nothing in this rule excuses mandatory reporting requirements pursuant to Utah law, federal law, and/or other professional reporting requirements.

(9) Agreements and enforcement.

(9)(A) Any formal parenting plan agreed to by the parties and drafted by the parent coordinator shall be reduced to a written document and forwarded to the parties, their attorneys, and the guardian ad litem attorney (if one is appointed).

(9)(B) Parent coordinators shall notify the court of the status of the parent coordinator process, on a form provided by the court, at three month intervals or earlier upon termination. 
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RULE ______. PARENTING COORDINATION IN CASES INVOLVING CHILD CUSTODY OR VISITATION ISSUES



(a) Scope of Rule. This Rule applies to any case under this Chapter in which the custody of or visitation with a minor child is an issue, including an initial action to determine custody or visitation, an action to modify an existing order or judgment as to custody or visitation, and a petition for contempt by reason of non-compliance with an order or judgment governing custody or visitation.

(b) Definitions.  In this Rule, the following definition applies except as expressly otherwise provided, or, as necessary implication requires:


(1) Parenting coordinator.  “Parenting coordinator” means an impartial qualified third party licensed professional who has consented to be appointed by the court to assist parties in resolving disputed parenting or family issues in any action for custody or visitation of a minor child.


(c) Appointment of a Parenting Coordinator.  In a child custody or visitation case, the court may, upon its own motion or upon the request of either party, appoint a parenting coordinator, if it appears that in the discretion of the court, the case warrants appointment of a parenting coordinator to reduce the effects of parental conflict on the child.  In exercising its discretion, the court must weigh whether parent coordination is appropriate in light of any colorable allegations that a party or any  child of the parties has been the victim of domestic violence, or upon the objection of one or more of the parties based on a history of domestic violence.  The court must give special consideration to whether parent coordination is appropriate in light of domestic violence, and, if the court elects to order parenting coordination, should include special provisions to address the safety and protection of the parties, and appoint a specially qualified parent coordinator.  When domestic violence issues have been raised by either the court or the parties, the court must articulate on the record or in writing why the appointment of a parent coordinator is in the best interest of any children of the parties.


(1)  Qualifications.  


a. Education and Experience.  A parenting coordinator must: i) hold a masters or doctorate degree in psychology, law, social work, counseling, medicine, or a related subject area; ii) have at least five years of related professional post-degree experience; and iii) hold a current license in the parenting coordinator’s area of practice, if applicable.


b. Parenting Coordination Training.  Unless waived or modified by the court, a parenting coordinator must have participated in a minimum of 40 hours of training in topics related to the developmental stages of children, the dynamics of high-conflict families, the stages and effects of divorce, problem-solving techniques, mediation, family violence dynamics, and parenting skills and coordination.


c. Continuing Education.  Every two years, a parenting coordinator must accumulate a minimum of 16 hours of continuing education in the topics listed in subsection b. above.


(e) Time of Appointment.  


(1) Pendente Lite Parenting Coordinator.  A parenting coordinator may be appointed at any time pendente lite including a reopened modification case or contempt action.

(2) Post-judgment Parenting Coordinator.  A parenting coordinator may be appointed simultaneously with the entry of a final order, decree, or judgment determining custody or visitation, or modifying custody or visitation.

(f) Selection of Parenting Coordinator.  The court may select the person to serve as the parenting coordinator, or the parties may agree, subject to the approval of the court and to the consent of the parent coordinator, to the selection of a qualified person to serve as the parenting coordinator.  If the court has appointed a pendente lite parenting coordinator, the court may, but need not, select that person to serve as a post-judgment parenting coordinator.


(g) Term of Service.  


(1) Pendente Lite.  The term of service for a pendente lite parenting coordinator shall be extinguished by the entry of a final order, unless otherwise stated.


(2) Post-judgment.  The term of service for a post-judgment parenting coordinator shall be specified by the court in its Order of Appointment, but shall not exceed 1 year.  The term may be extended thereafter upon the agreement of the parties and with the consent of the parenting coordinator.


(h)  Removal and withdrawal of Parenting Coordinator.  


(1) Discretion of court to remove.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the court shall reserve the right to remove the parenting coordinator, in the court’s discretion.


(2) Grounds for removal.  The court may remove the parenting coordinator:  A) on the request and agreement of both parents; B) on the motion of a parent, if good cause is shown; or C) upon a finding that the appointment is not in the best interest of the child.


(3) Withdrawal.  The court shall allow a parenting coordinator to withdraw from services at any time.


(i) Fees.  A court may not appoint a parenting coordinator without designating how and by whom the parenting coordinator shall be compensated.  If the court finds that the parties have the financial means to pay the fees and expenses of the parenting coordinator, the court shall allocate the fees and expenses of the parenting coordinator between the parties and may enter an order against either or both parties for the reasonable fees and expenses of the parenting coordinator.  Unless the court finds good cause to use a different allocation formula, the allocation shall be made based upon the relative income percentages determined under the child support guidelines.


(j)  Powers and Scope of Appointment.


(1) 
Generally. The Order of Appointment shall specify the scope of the appointment, and whether serving pendente lite or post-judgment, a parenting coordinator shall assist the parties in cooperating to implement and comply with the terms of any court’s custody or visitation order. Duties of the parenting coordinator may include:  A) working with the parties to develop an agreed-upon, structured plan for abiding by the custody and visitation order; B) educating the parties about making and implementing decisions that are in the best interest of their child; C) developing guidelines with the parties for appropriate communication between them; D) suggesting resources to assist the parties; E) assisting the parties in modifying patterns of behavior so as to manage and reduce opportunities for conflict, when appropriate; and F) assisting the parties in developing parenting strategies designed to manage the conflict between them and the impact of any conflict upon their child.


(2) 
Pendente Lite Parenting Coordinator. The scope of authority of a pendente lite parenting coordinator shall be set forth in the Order of Appointment. In addition to the duties enumerated in subsection (j)(1), a pendente lite parenting coordinator may (i) assist the parties in resolving disputes that may arise under any pendente lite custody and visitation order; (ii) facilitate joint decision-making; and (iii) report to the court their observations of the parents’ efforts and abilities to make and implement joint decisions that are in the best interest of their child.


(3) 
Post-Judgment Parenting Coordinator. 


a. Generally. The scope of authority of a post-judgment parenting coordinator shall be set forth in the Order of Appointment. If the post-judgment parenting coordinator has served as the pendente lite parenting coordinator, there shall be a separate Order of Appointment entered. The separate order may be included in the court’s final custody or visitation order, judgment, or decree.


b. Duties. In addition to the duties enumerated in subsection (a), a post-judgment parenting coordinator may assist and educate the parents about complying with the court’s final custody and visitation order so as to reduce and eliminate conflict. 


(i) If a dispute arises between the parties over custody and visitation as set forth in the court’s final custody and visitation order, the post-judgment parenting coordinator shall confer with the parties to facilitate a resolution of the dispute; 

(ii) The post-judgment parenting coordinator may confer with the child or children and any third party, such as a teacher or doctor, who may have knowledge of facts relevant to the dispute; 

(iii) In the Order of Appointment of the and upon agreement of both parties, the court may order that, if conferring with the parenting coordinator does not result in an agreement resolving a dispute, the parenting coordinator shall decide the dispute, and the parties shall be bound by the decision, subject to court approval, until further order of the court.  The parenting coordinator’s decisional authority covers only minor or temporary departures from, additions to, or interpretations and clarifications of the court’s final custody and visitation order, and is not a delegation by the court of its power to decide custody and visitation. By way of example only, the issues subject to decision by the post-judgment parenting coordinator include disagreements about exchanges, holiday scheduling, school and extracurricular activities, temporary and minor deviations from the court-ordered visitation schedule, and problematic behaviors by the parents or the child. The post-judgment parenting coordinator is not authorized to make any decision that changes the terms of the final custody or visitation order, or deprives a party of the rights he or she has been granted by the court in its final custody and visitation order.

(k) Parenting Coordinator as Witness.  Unless otherwise provided in the order appointing the parenting coordinator, communications with or information provided to the parenting coordinator in the exercise of their duties shall not be confidential and may be disclosed in any judicial, administrative or other proceeding.  Nothing in this subsection affects the duty to report child abuse or neglect under any provision of federal or Maryland law. 


(l) Finality of Order, Decree, or Judgment.  A final custody or visitation order, decree, or judgment that includes a provision appointing a post-judgment parenting coordinator is a final order for the purposes of appeal. 
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