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Part 4: Please provide a project abstract 
Enter additional project abstract information. Unless otherwise specified in the solicitation, this 
information includes: 

• Brief description of the problem to be addressed and target area and population
• Project goals and objectives
• Brief statement of project strategy or overall program
• Description of any significant partnerships
• Anticipated outcomes and major deliverables

Text should be single spaced; do not exceed 400 words.
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Part 5: Please indicate whether OJP has permission to share the project abstract 
If the applicant is willing for the Office of Justice Programs (OJP), in its discretion, to make the information in the 
project abstract above publicly available, please complete the consent section below. Please note, the applicant’s 
decision whether to grant OJP permission to publicly release this information will not affect OJP’s funding decisions. 
Also, if the application is not funded, granting permission will not guarantee that information will be shared, nor will 
it guarantee funding from any other source. 

Permission not granted 

Permission granted (Fill in authorized official consent below.) 

On behalf of the applicant named above, I consent to the information in the project abstract above (including 
contact information) being made public, at the discretion of OJP consistent with applicable policies. I understand that 

this consent is only necessary to the extent that my application is unfunded; information submitted in an application 

that is funded (including this abstract) is always releasable to the public consistent with FOIA rules. I certify that I 
have the authority to provide this consent. 
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	Organization Name: The Supreme Court of Ohio
	POC Name: Sara Andrews
	Phone Number: 614-387-9311
	Email Address: sara.andrews@sc.ohio.gov
	Mailing Address: 65 South Front St.
Columbus, Ohio 43215
	Solicitation Name: The Price of Justice: Rethinking the Consequences of Justice Fines and Fees
	Project Title: Decriminalizing Financial Sanctions and Equalizing Justice
	Proposed Start Date: 10/1/2016
	Proposed End Date: 9/30/2019
	Funding Amount Requested: 326,326.80
	Project Location City State: Columbus, Ohio 
	Applicant Type Tribal Nation State County City Nonprofit Other: State Government 
	Project AbstractRow1: The Supreme Court of Ohio’s Decriminalizing Financial Sanctions and Equalizing Justice project proposes to work with diverse criminal justice stakeholders to increase the use of objective data in creating and recommending effective policies surrounding the imposition and collection of financial sanctions. 
In Ohio, one in 25 adults is incarcerated or on parole or probation, costing $1.79 billion per year.  Crime imposes real and serious costs on society. Increases in criminal justice spending have put a strain on local budgets and has led to a broader use of fines and fees in an attempt to lessen the burden on budgets. There are growing concerns about the overuse of monetary sanctions, which disproportionality impact poor defendants and offenders.  According to a 2013 investigation by the ACLU of Ohio, Ohioans are being repeatedly jailed simply for being too poor to pay fines.  
The Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission is an affiliate office of the Supreme Court of Ohio, pursuant to ORC. Chapter 181.  The Commission by its very nature spans all three branches of government and is inclusive of criminal justice and public safety professionals. 
The overall goal of the project is to identify and test promising practices for coordinated and appropriate justice system responses to justice-involved individuals’ inability to pay fines, fees, and related charges, including eliminating unnecessary and unconstitutional confinement.  Outcomes include, but are not limited to the following:
(1) Propose revisions to support risk-based release and to ensure that non-financial release alternatives are available where appropriate. 
(2) Gather and analyze data on alternative sentence and assessing indigence methodologies in practice throughout Ohio and on a national level. 
(3) Implement /scale up alternative sanction programs in five diverse courts, to test the procedures and practices for the determination of indigence. 
(4) Present findings and recommendations for making changes to (or maintaining current) policies, practices, and statutes for the Ohio General Assembly’s consideration. 
(5) Prepare a project report that will include the evaluation outcomes of methodologies, incarceration cost savings, impact on recidivism, promising practices in assessing indigence and use of alternative sentences. 
(6) Create training curriculum and tools, for new and existing judges, court staff and criminal justice partners on the assessment of indigence and alternative sentences. 
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