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Ohio Department  of Youth Services  Recidiv is m Rates  

 

Recid ivism  defin ed :   Th e n u m ber  of  y ou th  w h o are retu rn ed  to th e Oh io 

Depar tm en t  of  Y ou th  Serv ices  (DY S) or  in carcerated  in  

th e Oh io Depar tm en t  of  R eh abilitat ion  an d  Correct ion  

(DR C) w ith in  on e, tw o, an d  th ree y ears  of  release f rom  a 

DY S correct ion al facility .  

 

 

Lates t  DYS Recidivis m Rates  

 

On e-year  r a te 

Th er e wer e 697  r eleases  of DYS you th  fr om  ju ven ile cor r ect ion a l facilit ies  

du r in g  2012 .  Of th ese, 26% eith er  r etu r n ed  to DYS or  wer e adm it ted  to DRC 

with in  on e year  of th eir  r elease da te. 

 

Two-year  r a te 

Th er e wer e 898  r eleases  of DYS you th  du r in g  2011 .  Th e two-year  r ecid ivism  

r a te of th ese you th  was  38%. 

 

Th r ee-year  r a te 

Of th e 1 ,230  DYS you th  r eleased du r in g  2010 , 45% r ecid iva ted  with in  th r ee 

year s  of th eir  r elease da te.  Th is  r a te dr opped for  th e s ix th  s t r a ig h t  year  an d  

h as  set  a  n ew low in  each  of th e la s t  fou r  year s . 

 

P r even t in g  Recid ivism  

Ex am in in g  a ll you th  r eleased  fr om  DYS in  2010, 2011, an d  2012, a  tota l of 

1 ,749 you th  d id  n ot  r ecid iva te. 

 

Th e table below sh ows th e t r en d s in  r ecid ivism  for  you th  r eleased  fr om  th e 

depar tm en t  over  th e pas t  n in e year s . 

 

 

DYS Recidiv is m Rates  by  Year of Re leas e  

 

CY 1-year 2-year 3-year 

2004 29.5% 44.6% 52.7% 

2005 30.0% 43.9% 52.1% 

2006 30.4% 43.6% 50.9% 

2007 26.7% 40.8% 49.1% 

2008 27.5% 40.5% 48.0% 

2009 24.2% 39.2% 46.4% 

2010 22.7% 37.2% 45.0% 

2011 22.8% 38.0% 
 2012 26.0% 

  



 



Returns  to DYS vers us  DRC Admis s ions  

Recid ivis t s  u n der  th e defin it ion  u sed h er e eith er  r etu r n  to th e Depar tm en t  of 

You th  Ser vices  (DYS) or  a r e in ca r cer a ted in  th e Depar tm en t  of Reh abilit a t ion  

an d  Cor r ect ion s (DRC), th e adu lt  cor r ect ion a l sys tem  in  Oh io.  Du r in g  th e fir s t  

yea r  a fter  r elease, it  is  m u ch  m or e lik ely  th a t  a  you th  r etu r n s  to DYS th an  g et  

adm it ted  to DRC.  Th e r a te of r etu r n  to DYS levels  ou t , an d by  th e th ir d  year , 

few you th  r etu r n  to DYS an d m or e a r e adm it ted  to DRC.  Th e ag e of th e you th  

is  lik ely  on e of th e r eason s for  th is . 

Below is  a  com par ison  of th e r a tes  back  to DYS an d DRC with  th e la tes t  

per cen tag es  for  on e, two, an d th r ee year s .  On ly  du r in g  th e pas t  cou ple year s  

h ave we h ave seen  th e DRC adm iss ion  r a te h ig h er  th an  th e DYS r etu r n s  

du r in g  th e secon d year  a fter  r elease.  

 

Com paris on  of R at es  of R e t urn t o DY S and Adm is s ions  t o DR C 

 

 

Rates  and Raw  Numbers  

Wh ile th e declin e in  r ecid ivism  r a tes  over  th e year s  is  n otewor th y , it  is  a lso 

im por tan t  to n ote th a t  th e tota l n u m ber s  a r e declin in g  even  m or e.  A 

r ecid ivism  r a te of 26.0% after  on e year  for  th e 697 r eleases  in  2012  m ean s  th a t  

th er e wer e 181  r ecidivis t s .  Fou r  year s  pr ior  (2008 r eleases) th er e was  a  on e-

year  r a te of 27 .5% for  th e 1,903 r eleases .  Th is  equ a ls  a  tota l of 523  r ecid ivis t s .  

Th er efor e, th e tota l n u m ber  of r ecid ivis t s  h as  g on e down  su bs tan t ia lly , wh ich  

is  even  m or e s ig n ifican t  th an  th e decr ease in  th e r ecid ivism  r a te.  
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Recidiv is m by Educat ion  Leve l  

Recid ivism  by level of edu ca t ion  was  ca lcu la ted  for  th e fir s t  t im e  las t  yea r .  

Level of edu ca t ion  was  defin ed  by  wh eth er  or  n ot  th e you th  h ad  ea r n ed  a  h ig h  

sch ool d ip lom a or  GED by th e da te of th eir  r elease.  With  two year s  of da ta  

ava ilable, th e r esu lt s  seem  clea r  th a t  edu ca t ion  h elps  pr even t  r ecid ivism . 

Th er e wer e 216 r eleases  of you th  th a t  h ad  ea r n ed a  d ip lom a or  GED du r in g  

2012, an d th e on e-year  r ecid ivism  r a te of th ose you th  was 13 .4%.  Th is  

com par es  favor ably  to th e 481 you th  t h at  h ad n ot  a t ta in ed  th is  level of 

edu ca t ion , wh o h ad  a  r a te of 31 .6%.  Th e d iffer en ce was n ot  qu ite as  g r ea t  for  

you th  r eleased  du r in g  2011 wh en  com par in g  th eir  two-year  r a tes , bu t  s t ill 

clea r ly  d iffer en t .  Th ose with  a  d ip lom a or  GED u pon  r elease h ad  a  r ecid ivism  

r a te of 29 .3%, com par ed  to 41 .2% for  th ose with ou t .  

Com paris on  of R ecid iv i s m  R at es  by  Educat ional  At t a inm ent  

 

 

Recidiv is m by Gender 

Males  h ave h is tor ica lly  h ad  h ig h er  r a tes  of r ecid ivism  th an  fem ales , an d th e 

g ap  between  th e two r a tes  g r ows fr om  on e to th r ee year s .  For  th e la tes t  coh or t  

of you th  with  on e-year  r a tes  (201 2 r eleases), m a les  h ad  a  r a te of 26.4% 

com par ed  to 20 .8% for  fem ales .  Th e on ly  t im e th e fem ale r a te was  h ig h er  th an  

th a t  of m ales  was th e on e-year  r a te for  2011 r eleases  (24 .5% com par ed  to 

22 .7%), bu t  followin g  th a t  coh or t  ou t  for  two year s  h as  m ales  (38 .7%) pass in g  

fem ales  (26 .4%).  Th e tota l n u m ber  of r eleases  of fem ales  h as  on ly  been  in  th e 

fift ies  over  th e past  sever a l yea r s .  
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Com paris on  of R ecid iv i s m  R at es  by  Gender  

 

 

Recidiv is m by Race  

Th e on e-year  r ecid ivism  r a tes  for  Black /Afr ican -Am er ican  you th  an d Wh ite 

you th  h ave been  ver y  s im ila r  th e pas t  cou ple year s .  Th e secon d an d th ir d  year  

a fter  r elease, h owever , th e r a tes  of th e Black  you th  in cr ease m u ch  fas ter  th an  

th ose of Wh ite you th .  Th e “Oth er ” r ace ca teg or y (pr im ar ily  bir acia l an d 

Hispan ic you th ) ten ds  to flu ctu a te m or e, pa r t ia lly  becau se of th e sm aller  

n u m ber  of you th  th at  m ak e u p  th is  ca teg or y .  

Com paris on  of R ecid iv i s m  R at es  by  R ace  
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Meth odolog y  

Th e r ecid ivism  r a tes  a r e based  on  a ll DYS r eleases  in  a  pa r t icu la r  ca len dar  

year .  An  in dividu a l you th  m ay be r eleased  m or e th an  on ce in  a  year .  

Recid ivism  is  defin ed  as  r eadm iss ion  to DYS or  an  adm iss ion  to th e Oh io 

Depar tm en t  of Reh abilit a t ion  an d  Cor r ect ion  (DRC), th e adu lt  pr ison  sys tem .  

Readm iss ion  to DYS can  be eith er  by a  n ew felon y com m itm en t  or  a  r evoca t ion  

of pa r ole.  Th e da te of adm iss ion  is  th en  com par ed  to th e r elease da te to 

deter m in e if th e you th  h as  r ecid iva ted with in  a  on e-, two-, or  th r ee-year  t im e 

per iod .  Th e tota l n u m ber  of adm iss ion s  is  d ivided  by  th e tota l n u m ber  of 

r eleases  to deter m in e th e per cen tag e of you th  th a t  a r e r ecid ivis t s .  You th  

t r an sfer r ed  d ir ect ly  fr om  a  DYS facility  to DRC ar e n ot  cou n ted  as  r ecid ivis t s  

in  th e per cen tag es pr esen ted  in  th is  r epor t . 
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