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SYLLABUS:
Judges may ethically express their opinion regarding economic and political issues or measures intended to improve the law, the legal system, and the administration of justice.

OPINION:
We have before us two separate but similar requests for advisory opinions relating to judges endorsing or opposing issues in an upcoming election.  The first request concerns a county sales tax which would finance needed improvements to the county jail and courthouse.  The second request concerns the merit selection plan for the selection and retention of judges in Ohio.

It is our opinion that judges may ethically endorse or oppose economic or political issues or measures, provided they are intended to improve the law, the legal system, or the administration of justice.  Code of Judicial Conduct Canon 7A(4).  We believe that both of the aforementioned issues involve attempts to improve the law and the administration of justice.  Therefore, whether a judge agrees or disagrees with a local county sales tax or the merit selection plan, he or she may ethically make known his or her opinion regarding these issues.

In conclusion, it is our opinion, and you are so advised that, as a judge, you may ethically express your opinion regarding a county sales tax to finance needed improvements to the county jail and courthouse, the merit selection plan or any other issue pertaining to the improvement of the law, the legal system and the administration of justice.
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This is an informal, non-binding advisory opinion, based upon the facts as presented and limited to questions arising under the Code of Judicial Conduct.

James W. Mason, Esq.

Secretary

Board of Commissioners

      on Grievances and Discipline

